
BY SHEILA HARRIS
sheilaharrisads@gmail.com

A key infrastructural element 
for data centers is access to reli-
able electricity.

“A lot of the infrastructure in 
certain parts of the state would 
need upgraded in order to sup-
port data centers,” said Jennifer 
McBroom, Barry Electric 
Cooperative CEO and general 
manager.

During a July interview with 
the Cassville Democrat, McBroom 
said that Barry Electric had not 
received any requests for service 
from data center developers.

“However, if they did ask us, 
it’s our responsibility as an elec-
tricity distributor to try to accom-
modate them,” McBroom said.

During a July 19 meeting at 
Scott Tech in Monett, Stephen 
Jeffery, environmental attorney 
with Jeffery Law Group in St. 
Louis, said that data center devel-
opers operate with a complete 
lack of transparency.

Jeffery was one of several 
speakers who addressed some 50 
people at an event focusing on con-
cerns surrounding Concentrated 
Animal Feeding Operations 
(CAFOs), sludge-spreading and 
data centers. The event was host-
ed by the Socially Responsible 
Agriculture Project (SRAP) and 
organized by Protect Our Water 
and Environmental Resources 
(POWER).

Jeffery represents plaintiffs 
in several lawsuits pertaining to 
data center development.

“Initially, the companies’ big 
attorneys will come in and over-
whelm county commissions or 
other government officials, ask-
ing them if they’re interested [in 
a community development proj-
ect],” Jeffery said. “They’ll even 
offer funding benefits, which can 
sound attractive to rural commu-
nities.”

According to Jeffery, those 
benefits are not what they’re 
cracked up to be.

“If you critically analyze them, 
they can result in financial loss-
es,” Jeffery said.

Those losses could come in the 
form of state and local sales and 
use tax credits offered by state 
legislatures, and, in some cases, 
discounted state income taxes.

Missouri is no exception when 
it comes to subsidizing data cen-
ters.

According to Missouri state 
law, with an initial investment 
of $25 million, data centers can 
receive 100% waivers on state 
and local sales and use taxes on 
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Barry County sales taxes see solid gains in July
Use taxes log 

several big jumps
BY MURRAY BISHOFF

Special to the Cassville Democrat
Sales tax receipts for the 

seven Barry County cities and 
the county government entities 
saw solid gains in July, though 
two cities ended up marginally 
lower than a year ago. 

The seven cities combined 
received $867,421.37, a new 
July record even without the 
new law enforcement sales tax 
in Seligman. Not counting that 
new tax, receipts were up 4 per-
cent from a year ago. Through 
most of the pandemic local 
sales tax surge, city receipts 
have run in the mid-to-up-
per $700,000 range. Prior to 
that, the city total did not top 
$700,000. 

Cassville saw the biggest sin-
gle-month gain for any town in 

the bi-county area. Cassville’s 
1 percent sales tax support-
ing its general fund received 
$125,590.42, up $9,101.26 or 
almost 8 percent from last July. 
It was Cassville’s sixth gain 
in seven months. Likewise, 
Cassville’s use tax saw a $7,000 
jump, another pattern seen in 
Lawrence County cities for the 
month. For 2026, Cassville’s 
general fund income is up by 
more than $63,000. 

Monett saw a much more 
modest gain but in the same 
pattern. The city’s two sales tax-
es supporting its general fund 
generated $220,644.66 in July, 

up $2,845.17 from a year ago for 
the fourth consecutive monthly 
gain. That put Monett’s general 
fund tally for 2026 up by more 
than $128,000 or 9 percent. 
Monett’s use tax receipts dou-
bled from last July, boosting 
the sum over last year’s pace by 
more than $172,000. 

Seligman’s 1 percent sales 
tax for its general fund gen-
erated $14,390.61, a gain of 
$577.70 from last July. Like 
Cassville, it was the sixth gain 
in seven months. That boosted 
general fund receipts for the 
year up almost $5,000 above 
last year’s pace. Seligman’s use 
tax also saw a gain of nearly 
$2,000 or 37 percent. 

Purdy saw its third gain in 
four months. The city’s 1 per-
cent general fund tax produced 
$6,298.11, up $111.27 from last 
July. That held the city’s mar-
gin over 2026 ahead by almost 
$2,800. 

Exeter logged a record July. 
Its 1 percent general fund 
sales tax received $3,446.55, 
up $1,473.06 from last year 
and breaking the 2024 record 
by $22.86. It was the fourth 
gain for Exeter in five months, 
though the 2026 sum lags 
behind last year by more than 
$5,000. Exeter’s use tax has 
cut away some of that red ink, 
gaining 24 percent over last 
July and showing a gain of 
$882 for the year. 

Wheaton slipped for the 
month, as its 1 percent general 
fund tax produced $5,167.03, 
down $174.80 from last July. 
That put Wheaton’s gener-

SALES TAXES 
Overall: Solid gains in July
Cassville: Biggest single-month 
gain for any town in the bi-county 
area
County: Up 6% from same month 
a year ago

DATA CENTERS 
What: No requests to Barry Electric 
made
Future: If request is made, pro-
vider’s responsibility is to try to 
accommodate
More: Barry Electric CEO said no 
change would occur at a cost to 
current members

Data 
centers on 
horizon?

BEC CEO: No requests 
made; any change 
would come at no 

expense to members

CITY OF PURDY 
What: Plans made for sewer sys-
tem update
Why: Periods of rain have over-
whelmed sections of town to the 
point of making toilets unflushable
More: Police chief gives details on 
recent activity in town

Purdy 
Council 

advances 
sewer project
Amount approved for 

rate hike once 
construction starts

BY MURRAY BISHOFF
Special to the Cassville Democrat
The Purdy City Council 

advanced plans to improve the 
city’s network of sanitary storm 
sewers during its July 8 meet-
ing. 

According to reports, peri-
ods of rain have overwhelmed 
sections of town to the point 
of making toilets unflushable. 
Bob Sell, engineer with Allgeier, 
Martin and Associates, at an 
earlier meeting reported only 
10 percent of the city’s sanitary 
sewer mains have been lined by 
previous efforts. Consequently, 
the inflow and infiltration prob-
lem has enabled stormwater to 
get into the sewer line cracks, 
filling up the system, causing 
backups, and increasing the vol-
ume sent to Monett for process-
ing. 

Sell reported the city’s bond-
ing capacity from its sewer 
system construction project to 
utilize Monett’s plant still has 
capacity for major improve-
ments without going back to 
voters. However, because the 
city used loans from the US 
Department of Agriculture’s 
Rural Development program, 
the city must run plans for 
more upgrades through Rural 
Development and the Missouri 
Department of Natural 
Resources (DNR). Because of 
changes at the Department 
of Agriculture, the city has to 
prove it has sufficient revenue 
to pay for the project and con-
tinue paying on its debt prior to 
going out for bids. 

To do that, Sell said, the city 
must project how much new 
work will cost and settle on an 
amount to add to current sewer 
bills. That sum must be submit-
ted in advance of the project to 

COLE LANDSLIDES WAY TO PROSECUTOR

Esther Elmer, 9, of Cassville feeds her mother’s ballot into the voting machine at the Family Life 
Center on Aug. 4. Kyle Troutman/ktroutman@cassville-democrat.com

Blankenship retains presiding 
commissioner post by 269 votes

BY KYLE TROUTMAN
ktroutman@cassville-democrat.com

For the first time since 
2014, Barry County has elect-
ed a new prosecutor.

Following an official 
31.15% turnout at the Primary 
Election polls, with 83.93% 
of voters (6,241 total) casting 
Republican ballots, challeng-
er for Barry County prose-
cutor Andrew Cole pulled in 
4,630 votes (77%) to incum-
bent Amy Boxx’s 1,401 (23%).

“I was feeling confident 
throughout the whole elec-
tion cycle, but to be honest, 
the turnout that we got, I 
was blown away,” Cole said. 
“I was not expecting it to be 
that big of a difference. So 
I’m shocked, surprised and 
happy about it. It makes me 

even more confident that I 
did the right thing.”

Cole said after taking a 
week to recoup, he plans to 
over the next couple of weeks 
meet with Boxx and see 
where things are at the office.

“I want to have a conver-
sation with all the employ-
ees,” he said. “I’ve heard from 
a couple of different people 
they’re worried about getting 
fired, and I need to ease that. 
I’m not going to come in and 
clean house, so I want to put 
their minds at ease.”

Cole said he plans to retain 
all staff that wishes to stay.

Beyond staffing, Cole said 
he hopes to meet with law 
enforcement agencies to 
begin a transition to a new 
system of submitting paper-

work entirely online.
“I’d like to start shifting 

the way cases are referred to 
the prosecutor’s office, doing 
that electronically as opposed 
to just hardcopy tickets being 
sent over,” he said. “That’s 
what we do up in Lawrence 
County. They can log into 
their side of the system, load 
their stuff in, and send it over 
to the prosecutor’s office, 
and it streamlines the pro-
cess. That helps things not 
fall through the cracks. And 
honestly, it helps with data 
tracking and keeping track of 
our metrics, which will now 
have to be reported starting 
in 2027. 

“There’s going to be a lot 
to do, so I want to get ready 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 3ACONTINUED ON PAGE 8A
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NEWS BRIEFS
Memorial service for 1901 lynching on Aug. 19

The annual memorial service for those who died in the 1901 
lynching and race riot in Pierce City will be held at 9 p.m. on 
Aug. 19 at Commercial Street and Walnut in Pierce City. Local 
historian Murray Bishoff will retell the story of the African 
American community in Pierce City and the incidents that 
culminated in the riot that drove the African American com-
munity out of the town. Interested persons are welcome and 
should bring lawn chairs and a candle for a moment of silence. 
The program takes approximately 90 minutes. For additional 
information, people may contact Murray Bishoff at 417-316-
3302 or murraybishoff@gmail.com.

Cassville High School purging records
Cassville High School will be purging the cumulative school 

records for the graduating class of 2021. Anyone who would 
like to have their records must pick them up in person at 
Cassville High School between 8:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. for the 
2026-20207 school year. If anyone is unable to pick them up 
in person and would like someone else do it, the office must 
get a signed request before they may be released.

Cassville Back to School information released
The Cassville school district has released Back to School 

information for the 2026-2027 school year. The first day of 
school is Aug. 25. New students may register via email to 
lsanders@csr4.org or calling 417-847-2221. More information 
like district communication tools, food service information 
and building level information (including Stop, Drop and Go 
information and school supply lists for each building), may be 
found at https://tinyurl.com/4z88xrsw.

Monett Historical Society to meet
The Monett Historical Society will hold its regularly sched-

uled monthly meeting on Aug. 18, at 7 p.m. in the Event 
Center at the Museum. Membership is not a requirement to 
attend, nor is there an admission fee. The program for this 
evening event will be a presentation given by Sean Kelley, 
the president of the Monett Athletic Boosters.  Please join us 
to welcome Sean and kick off the coming 2026-2027 school 
athletic season.  

Barry County Democratic Central Committee 
meeting

The Barry County Democratic Central Committee will meet 
on Thursday at 6 p.m. at the Cassville Public Library.

Cassville Branch Library hosting events
The Cassville Branch Library will host the following events 

in the coming week: Thursday, Spirit Paint Night, 5:30 p.m. 
(registration and $5 supply fee required); Friday, Scrapbook, 1 
p.m., Open Paint Night, 5:30 p.m. (registration and $5 supply 
fee required); Saturday, Crochet/Knitting Class, 10 a.m.

Old Church Gallery Farmers Market open
The Old Church Gallery Farmers’ Market  runs every 

Thursday from 8-11 a.m. at the Gallery, located on Farm Road 
1240 in Shell Knob. The market offer farm fresh produce, 
eggs, jellies, relishes, baked goods, cut flowers, handmade 
crafts and more. The selection varies every week, so come 
early for the best choice. For more information, people may 
call 417-342-8671.

Barry County Community Garden meetings set
The Barry County Community Garden has scheduled its 

monthly meetings on the  first  Monday of every month,  at 
Harvick Farms, located at  16062 Hwy. 76 in Cassville. The 
work in the garden days are from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. at the Garden, 
located at on 10160 Farm Road 2160. Tentative working days 
depend on the weather and will be updated on the organiza-
tion’s Facebook page, “Barry County Community Garden,” 
and people may contact the page fort more information. 
Produce from the garden goes to the Cassville Pantry.  New 
members and/or volunteers may come and reserve a plot.

Cassville Farmers’ Market open on Saturdays
The Cassville Farmers Market is open weekly on Saturdays 

on the Barry County Courthouse Square, from 8 a.m. to noon. 
Vendors are offering eggs, vegetables, hand-made crafts, 
baked goods and more. Those interested in becoming a ven-
dor may contact Chad Sprinkle at 417-846-3539.

Lessons offered before Seligman’s Saturday dances
The Seligman Chamber of Commerce country dances at 

the Seligman Chamber Event Center are every Saturday from 
7-10 p.m. No alcohol is allowed. Admission is $10 per person, 
and 18-and-under are free. There is a potluck, 50-50 drawing 
and door prizes. Free dance lessons will also be given from 5-6 
p.m. For more information, people may call 479-903-3640.

OATS rides available in Barry County
OATS Transit offers regular transportation services for 

the rural general public of any age, seniors, and individuals 
with disabilities. People may call the local OATS Transit 
office at 417-887-9272 or 800-770-6287 to schedule a ride or 
find out about services in the Barry County area. People may 
also visit the OATS website at oatstransit.org  to view local 
schedules under “Bus Schedules,” then click on the county of 
service. OATS Transit is hiring drivers statewide to continue 
serving riders. Openings are listed on the OATS website.

www.gobec.net 417.847.2131

Add goBEC Fiber to your
back-to-school list.

The Most
Important School
Supply Doesn’t
Fit in a Backpack.
A dependable home connection
helps students submit their
work on time. With goBEC
Fiber, you get internet and
support from a local team you
can count on.

CORRECTIONS
The Cassville Democrat corrects factual errors or clari-
fies information promptly and courteously. If you have 
a correction or clarification, please email Publisher Kyle 
Troutman at ktroutman@cassville-democrat.com.
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COVERING BARRY COUNTY LIKE THE MORNING DEW

construction materials, operating 
equipment, utilities, telecommu-
nications and internet for multiple 
years. Expanding data centers, too, 
can take advantage of tax breaks 
(https://tinyurl.com/2r2tr856).

The Federation of American 
Scientists (FAS), a nonprofit that’s 
been involved in evidence-based 
policy research and advocacy since 
1945, calls the state and local tax 
subsidies offered to data centers 
“extraordinary.”

“Good Jobs First, which tracks 
corporate subsidies nationally, found 
that in 10 of the 20 states disclos-
ing data center subsidy costs,  pro-
grams cost over $100 million per 
year,” FAS stated (https://tinyurl.
com/2ws8beev).

Missouri does not disclose the 
cost of the tax credits the state gives 
to data centers. However, Virginia 
— the world’s largest data center 
market — foregoes nearly $1 billion 
annually  in state and local revenue, 
according to FAS.

Jeffery said that if county offi-
cials accept the deals proffered by 
data center developers, they’ll usual-
ly be asked to sign a Non-Disclosure 
Agreement. If signed, that agreement 
can prevent the public from becom-
ing aware of a pending project, until 
it’s well underway.

Jeffery said the acceptance 
of such clandestine offers can be 
counter-productive for elected offi-
cials who hope to maintain their 
positions. He cites recent examples 
of four councilmen being voted out 
of office after it came to light that 
they’d signed a non-disclosure agree-
ment with a data center developer. 
In another case, a lawsuit is pending 
against a city mayor.

The surge in data centers in 
Missouri can be chalked up to an 
Executive Order that Governor 
Kehoe signed in January of this year.

“Data centers have been operating 
in Missouri since the early 2000s 
– with 50 in place by 2020,” states 
the Missouri Department of Natural 
Resources (DNR), on its website. “In 
January 2026, Governor Mike Kehoe 
signed  Executive Order 26-02, to 

align state research and workforce 
assets with President Trump’s ini-
tiative to establish a coordinated 
national effort for AI-accelerated 
innovation.”

On July 1 of this year, Kehoe 
went one step further. He signed 
a Memorandum of Understanding 
(MOU) to advance the state and fed-
eral permitting of critical infrastruc-
ture across the state — to do away 
with red tape, according to his press 
release (https://tinyurl.com/4hazd-
kn7).

Last year, Kehoe signed Senate 
Bill 4 into law, which allows utility 
companies to charge customers in 
advance of construction projects.

On June 10, Liberty Utilities host-
ed open houses in Pierce City and 
Aurora in advance of a $750 million 
project to upgrade 90 miles of trans-
mission lines from Branson, north-
west to Aurora, across Lawrence 
County, then west to the Missouri/
Kansas line. Liberty serves northern 
Barry County.

According to Liberty’s website, 
the project will include the construc-
tion of approximately 316 miles of 
high-voltage 345 kV transmission 
lines, an upgrade from the existing 
161 kV lines, in parts of southeast 
Kansas, northeast Oklahoma and 
southwest Missouri.

In July, the Public Service 
Commission approved an increase 
in annual operating revenues of $97 
million  for Liberty Utilities, set to 
begin this month.

Nate Morris, vice president of 
transmission planning and opera-
tions for Liberty, said that upgrades 
in their transmission lines are being 
planned in order to provide more 
reliable and dependable electric ser-
vice to customers.

“We’re not planning these 
upgrades with data centers in mind,” 
he said.

However, he stated, data centers 
— or anyone — can use the system in 
the future.

Liberty hopes to have the project 
completed by the end of 2030.

Whether the upgrade in trans-
mission lines will change southwest 

Missouri’s future landscape remains 
to be seen.

McBroom said that if a data cen-
ter desired to enter the Barry Electric 
landscape, she would want to ensure 
that it wouldn’t be at the expense of 
other members of the Co-op.

“Everyone pays their fair share,” 
she said. “We want to make sure 
nobody’s subsidizing anybody else. 
We’re not obligated to serve [an enti-
ty] at the expense of other members.”

As an electric co-op, McBroom 
said Barry Electric is not subject to 
the regulations of the Public Service 
Commission, as is Liberty Utilities, 
nor is the Co-op subject to the legis-
lation in Senate Bill 4.

According to McBroom, Barry 
Electric is part of a three-tiered sys-
tem.

“Barry Electric serves as the local 
distributor,” she said. “However, 
if a data center asked for service, 
our electricity provider, Associated 
Electric, would be involved.”

Jeffery said when it comes to data 
centers and other environmental 
concerns, it’s important for people 
to show up and make their voices 
heard.

“Sometimes, it takes a judge in a 
courtroom to order a defendant to do 
[or not do] something,” he said.

FAS offers another option.
The organization recommends 

that community leaders who don’t 
want to altogether nix the idea of 
a data center enter into a negoti-
ated, legally-binding Community 
Benefit Agreement (CBA) with data 
center developers, before develop-
ment proceeds. A negotiated CBA, 
FAS said, could cover such topics 
as harm remediation in the areas of 
electricity affordability, environmen-
tal protections and a cap on water 
usage. Above all, a CBA should pro-
vide transparency, accountability 
and enforcement authority with clear 
penalties for violations, they say.

Jeffery said that numbers won’t 
always carry the day in this political 
climate.

“But sometimes the only way out 
is through, and the only way through 
is together,” he said.

Data: FAS offers another option   
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1A

The Cassville Branch Library recently screened the movie “Grease” and had popcorn and Coca-Cola floats avail-
able to attendees. The library hosts numerous events each week, which are listed in the Cassville Democrat’s 
News Briefs section. More information can also be found at https://www.blrlibrary.com/cassville. Contributed photo

Library hosts ‘Grease’ with floats
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AREA BUSINESSES SERVING YOU!AREA BUSINESSES SERVING YOU!AREA BUSINESSES SERVING YOU!AREA BUSINESSES SERVING YOU!

• Feed
• Forage Seed
• Row Crop Seed
• Ag Chemical
• Bulk Fertilizer
• Precision Grid Soil
Testing & Variable,
Rate Fertilizer

• Custom Application
• Crop & Livestock
Insurance

Gerald Ritchie
Agri Services Manager

Hwy. 248 East, Cassville
417-847-3115
Sean Priest

Fertilizer Plant Manager
Hwy A Wheaton • 417-652-3526

Clay Hammen (417) 489-5732 Colby Hammen (417) 489-2684
Cale Hammen (417) 669-9593 Cade Hammen (417) 342-3407

Chris Keeling (417) 737-9148

Consignments only to sell
Call a Field Rep or 417-835-3000 to consign.

Feeder calf sale every Tuesday 10am,
slaughter cows to follow

Bred cows/pairs every Tuesday 6pm

SPECIAL COW SALE

and
BARRY COUNTY READY-MIX LLC

JENKINS QUARRY LLC
4 Locations To Serve You

CASSVILLE:- 417-847-3200 • EAGLE ROCK:- 417-271-3200
SHELL KNOB:- 417-858-3200 • JENKINS 417-574-6530

BARRY COUNTY
FARMERS COOP

Exeter, Missouri

PROPANE
DIESEL
FEED

FERTILIZER
Stark City

417-638-5513
Exeter

417-835-3465 Fax 417-847-2699

Electrical • Heating • Air conditioning
Sales & Service

TUCKER ELECTRIC

RESIDENTIAL - COMMERCIAL
“Carrier Dealer”
Call For Estimates
Bryon Tucker

Office
417-847-2699

Home
417-847-3486•

If you’re in
Barry County,
I’m for you.

ChadYarnall - Agent
(417) 847-3399

cyarnall@mofb.com

Serving the Ozarks for over 64 years.
Where customers send their friends

BALL & PRIER TIRE, INC.BALL & PRIER TIRE, INC.

JCT. HWY. 86 & J, GOLDEN, MO.
417-271-3299

 Burl Mitchell, Agent 
 58 Main St

Cassville, MO 65625 
 Monday - Friday 8:30 - 5:00 

 bmitche2@amfam.com 
  

American Family Mutual Insurance Company, 
S.I. & its Operating Companies, 
6000 American Parkway, Madison, WI 53783 
©2015 006441-01 – Rev. 7/25 – 28734525

CALL (417) 847-3128 TODAY TO SEE HOW I CAN HELP PROTECT WHAT 
MATTERS MOST.

SAVE WHEN YOU BUNDLE INSURANCE 
WITH US 

• Feed
• Forage Seed
• Row Crop Seed
• Ag Chemical
• Bulk Fertilizer
• Precision Grid Soil
Testing & Variable,
Rate Fertilizer

• Custom Application
• Crop & Livestock
Insurance

Gerald Ritchie
Agri Services Manager

Hwy. 248 East, Cassville
417-847-3115
Sean Priest

Fertilizer Plant Manager
Hwy A Wheaton • 417-652-3526

and
BARRY COUNTY READY-MIX LLCBARRY COUNTY READY-MIX LLC

JENKINS QUARRY LLCJENKINS QUARRY LLC
4 Locations To Serve You

CASSVILLE:- 417-847-3200 • EAGLE ROCK:- 417-271-3200
SHELL KNOB:- 417-858-3200 • JENKINS 417-574-6530

BARRY COUNTY
FARMERS COOP

Exeter, Missouri

PROPANE
DIESEL
FEED

FERTILIZER
Stark City

417-638-5513
Exeter

417-835-3465

BARRY COUNTY 
READY-MIX

3 Locations To Serve You
Cassville: 417-847-3200 • Eagle Rock: 417-271-3200

Shell Knob: 417-858-3200

Robert Bergeron — 417-323-5250

Custom, stock, 
frameless cabinetry

Laminate, solid 
surface countertops

Custom CNC cutting

Purdy, MO

Troutman Media LLC
Now Offering...

• Envelopes • Letterhead • Business 
Cards • Banners • Calendars 

• Greeting Cards • Signs • Posters 
• Business Checks • Receipt Books

...and more!
417-847-2610

9 a.m. to 4 p.m, Monday-Friday

Clay Hammen (417) 489-5732 Colby Hammen (417) 489-2684

Cale Hammen (417) 669-9593 Cade Hammen (417) 342-3407

Chris Keeling (417) 737-9148

Under New Ownership
First Sale January 22

Exeter,MO
Feeder calf sale every Tuesday 10am,

slaughter cows to follow
Bred cows/pairs every Tuesday 6pm

Sheep/Goat sale second Friday of the month

Serving the Four 
State-area since 2019

Special Cow Sale — April 18, 5 p.m.

If you’re in
Barry County,
I’m for you.

ChadYarnall - Agent
(417) 847-3399

cyarnall@mofb.comchad.yarnall@mofb.com

TUCKER 
HEATING & AIR
Sales and service since 1971

417-847-2699

Back-to-school immunizations available 
Did you know that immunization programs are 

considered one of the most important public health 
achievements in the world? Together with clean 
water and improved access to health care, immu-
nizations have contributed to most countries’ life 
expectancy. 

According to data from the World Health 
Organization, vaccination campaigns prevent 4 to 
5 million deaths annually worldwide. The Barry 
County Health Department offers all required vac-
cinations for school on a walk-in basis from Monday 
through Thursday until 5 p.m. 

Most eighth-grade students will require Tdap 
and meningitis vaccines, seniors will need menin-
gitis vaccines, and kindergartners will need Dtap, 
Polio, MMR and Varicella vaccines. We offer com-
bination vaccines for students who are previously 
up to date on their vaccinations. 

We also now have a combination vaccination 
for teens 16 years and older that protects against 5 
different bacterial strains of meningitis (A,C,W,Y, 
and B). These are the most common strains that 
can be fatal, according to CDC (Centers for Disease 
Control).

Back to School will be here before you know it, 
so beat the rush and come in for your vaccinations 
today. You can do your part in keeping our com-
munity healthy by vaccinating yourself and your 
children against vaccine-preventable diseases.

Publisher’s note: This article is courtesy of Barry 
County Health Department, located at 90 Barry 

County Drive in Cassville. The Department may be 
reached at 417-847-2114.

Barry County 
Health Corner

E QE Q

MINI GOLF
BATTING CAGES
AXE THROWING 

Live Entertainment
Grilled Food 

Ice Cream

HOME OF MISSOURI’S LONGEST MINI GOLF HOLE!

SCHEDULED EVENTS 
ALL SUMMER! 
FOLLOW US on 
FACEBOOK! 

Just up the hill From 
Roaring River State park 
at 16oo7 State Hwy. 76

www.zone4minigolf.com
417-846-8954

OPEN DAILY

Visit us online at:
cassville-democrat.com

DNR, and then to Rural 
Development, for approval. 
Calculating a project 
cost

Sell needed council 
approval to submit his 
projections. He calculated 
Purdy sewer bills presently 
run $75 a month on aver-
age, based on water usage. 
He figured work will run 
about $72,000 a year for 
many years, starting with 
sections of town that have 
the most problems. Based 
on 391 sewer customers 
citywide, Sell calculat-
ed the city would need to 
charge about $15.40 more 
per customer. In addition, 
the city ought to charge 
more to cover the near-
ly $10,000-per-month 
increase in 2027 Monett 
is charging to cover its 
pending wastewater plant 
upgrade.

Council mem-
ber Heather Van Note 

observed the city has not 
raised water rates in several 
years, and that “everything 
has increased in price.” Sell 
noted that the city does not 
have to raise rates until the 
work begins. He nonethe-
less has to submit a num-
ber to DNR to get the proj-
ect moving. 

Council members settled 
on raising sewer rates by 
$18.50. If costs run higher 
when the project goes to 
bid, Sell said the city has 
the option to reduce the 
amount of work done in 
a year’s time. He added 
the sewer lining ought to 
last 50 years. He planned 
to use the sum to finalize 
his report to advance the 
project. 
Reports

Much of the rest of the 
council meeting focused 
on recent activity around 
town. 

Police Chief Jackie Lowe 

reported a two-year-old 
wandered off from a yard 
on June 25 and was found 
walking down a street. He 
recounted two 12-year-
olds got into a fist fight. 
A 12-year-old girl, appar-
ently without parental 
permission, knocked on a 
door at 9 p.m. one evening 
and asked for donations to 
help buy medicine for her 
mother, who did not need 
help. Her parents said they 
would handle the situation. 

Lowe reported vehicular 
crashes. One case involved 
a train car striking a trac-
tor at the crossing of Farm 
Roads 2090 and 1080. In 
another, a vehicle hit a fire 
hydrant, creating an ongo-
ing problem for the public 
works department. Public 
works foreman Kevin Cook 
described issues repairing 
a broken cast iron T joint 
on a six-inch main, requir-
ing ordering of parts and 
drier weather to dig out the 

water line. The incident 
caused low water pressure 
for the entire town, though 
no boil order was issued. 

Council members dis-
cussed putting a use tax 
on the November ballot. It 
was noted Purdy is the only 
major city in Barry County 
that does not have a use tax 
on purchases made online 
to match lost sales tax. The 
last attempt to pass a use tax 
failed by a handful of votes. 
Attorney Toni Hendricks 
plans to attend the Aug. 12 
council meeting and help 
shape ballot language that 
better explains the propos-
al. Council members dis-
cussed a media campaign 
and possible door-to-door 
contact to explain the ini-
tiative. 

City Clerk Sasha Gomez 
reported the roofer Like 
Father, Like Son completed 
work on the city hall roof. 

Bills were paid totaling 
$52,390.99.

Purdy: Work on city hall roof completed   
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1A

3 compete at National Beta Convention
VanDerhoef takes 10th 

place in Sculpture 
Division

Members of Cassville High 
School's Senior Beta Club recent-
ly earned the opportunity to com-
pete during the National Senior 
Beta Convention, held June 16-20 
at the Gaylord Opryland Resort & 
Convention Center in Nashville, 
Tenn.

Senior Beta members Jack 
Chappell, Shelby Knoefler and 
Lyndsie VanDerhoef qualified for 
national competition after advanc-
ing through state competition earlier 
this year. 

VanDerhoef's artwork earned 

a 10th-place national finish in the 
Sculpture Division, placing her 
among the top artists in the nation.

Chappell competed in the Pottery 
Division, while Knoefler represent-
ed Cassville in the Language Arts 
academic test. Fellow Senior Beta 
member 

Mason Rillstone also earned 
national recognition after placing 
among the top 20 nationally on the 
Health & Physical Education aca-
demic test. Although Rillstone qual-
ified for national honors, he was 
unable to attend the convention to 
compete in person.

While in Nashville, Chappell and 
Knoefler participated in a variety of 
convention activities, including the 
National Beta College and Career 
Fair, viewing student competitions, 

attending the organization's gener-
al sessions and awards ceremonies, 
and connecting with Beta members 
from across the United States. They 
also enjoyed Beta Night at the Grand 
Ole Opry, one of the convention's 
signature events.

The National Beta Convention 
celebrates academic excellence, lead-
ership, character, service and talent 
by bringing together thousands of 
outstanding students from across 
the country to compete, learn and 
build lifelong friendships.

"Cassville Senior Beta congratu-
lates Jack, Shelby Mason and Lyndsie 
on their outstanding accomplish-
ments and for representing Cassville 
High School with excellence at the 
National Senior Beta Convention," a 
Beta Club press release said.

Jack Chappell is pictured with his 
state Beta Club award in pottery. 
Chappell recently competed at the 
National Convention in Nashville, Tenn. 
Contributed photo

Lyndsie VanDerhoef holds a sculp-
ture that placed 10th at the National 
Senior Beta Convention, held June 
16-20 at the Gaylord Opryland 
Resort & Convention Center in 
Nashville, Tenn. Contributed photo

Shelby Knoefler is pictured with his 
state Beta Club award in Language 
Arts academic test. Knoefler recently 
competed at the National Convention in 
Nashville, Tenn. Contributed photo
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The purpose of the Commentary page is to provide 
a forum of various opinions, and we highly encourage 
letters to the editor. The opinions of columnists are not 
necessarily shared by the Cassville Democrat or its staff. 
If you have an opinion, send a letter to Kyle Troutman, 
Cassville Democrat, P.O. Box 486, Cassville, MO 65625, 
email ktroutman@cassville-democrat.com or scan the QR 
code to the right to submit a letter online.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

This year’s primary election, much like the August of 
2024, was unlike any other.

More than 6,000 residents cast their votes on 
everything from county positions to state amendments, 
and from the perspective of a neutral newspaper, there 
were as many predictable results as surprises.

The biggest local race on the ticket — Barry County 
prosecutor — delivered a predictable result with a sur-
prising margin. I had a hunch incumbent Amy Boxx 
would struggle to keep her post, even though her 12 years 
of experience far outmatched that of her challenger, 
Andrew Cole.

Yet, a 77% to 23% margin in the challenger’s favor is 
one few would have predicted. It’s a result so wide other 
publisher friends of mine have asked me what led to the 
disparity, given most county primary candidates rarely 
receive above 60% support. 

I can’t recall any local candidate in recent memory 
who tallied more than 4,600 votes in any race. The last 
primary election with this much interest was the sheriff 
race in 2024, which was ultimately decided in a recount 
with a difference of 48 votes among more than 6,600.

Clearly, the voters were not satisfied with Boxx’s 
performance over the last dozen years. Boxx has had 
numerous successes in her time in office, but also over 
that period of time, there have been numerous cases with 
results unacceptable to the populace who follows judicial 
proceedings in the county. Whether you supported her or 
not, all of that is water under the bridge now.

Looking forward, Cole has a mountain of work ahead 
of him, and I hope he’s up to the task. From what I have 
heard over this election cycle, people want a prosecutor 
that will be tougher on repeat offenders and perpetrators 
of sex crimes, especially involving children. They also 
want greater transparency and greater access to the pros-
ecutor, a time-consuming prospect given the number of 
cases that roll through the office each day, week, month 
and year.

I am excited for 2027, when prosecutor offices across 
the state will be mandated to share metrics from their 
cases. Currently, tracking case outcomes and metrics as 
a journalist requires essentially making a spreadsheet 
using CaseNet. I’ve had colleagues who have done so, but 
they are lengthy projects requiring more man hours and 
staff than we have at the Democrat.

Hopefully, when those numbers start being delivered 
next year, we can begin to glean something from them 
that gives a fuller picture of how our county prosecutor is 
performing.

The race for presiding commissioner resulted in 
a more common tight victory for incumbent Steve 
Blankenship, taking 52% to second-time challenger Chad 
Johnson’s 48%. Blankenship’s resilience to win a three-
man race four years ago and this two-man race should be 
a point of pride.

Going in, it seemed like a coin flip. Ultimately, like I 
said in following his 2022 victory, I think Blankenship’s 
traditional knock-on-doors effort is what continues to 
carry him across the line. Johnson ran a great cam-
paign and was knowledgeable and qualified for the job. 
However, Blankenship’s genuine nature combined with 
his connections in the farming community, not to men-
tion his eagerness to hear any an all concerns and crit-
icisms from county residents, gives him a leg up only a 
successful incumbent can capitalize on — and he did.

Beyond the county positions, the biggest surprise, 
to me anyway, was how voters in a county that vote 
overwhelmingly for Republican candidates in state and 
national elections absolutely demolished two Republican-
proposed statewide amendments.

The 78% to 22% margin in favor of Amendment 1, 
to renew the sales and use tax supporting state parks 
and soil and water conservation was no surprise given 
Roaring River State Park and Table Rock Lake are major 
driver of tourism and local tax dollars across the county.

However, the equally wide margins on Amendments 4 
and 5 came as a bit of a surprise. A total of 77% of votes 
said nay to the Amendment 4 proposal to require the 
majority of voters from each congressional district to 
approve initiative petitions to amend the constitution. 
And, a total of 84% of county voters said no to the phas-
ing out of the individual state income tax.

Both of these proposals came out of the Republican-
led legislature, and both of them fell statewide by equally 
disparate margins. This should be a massive wake-up 
call to state leaders. There’s not much more to say when 
counties who vote 80% in favor of your candidates are 
voting 80% against your policy proposals.

We did not get our state leaders’ positions on these 
amendments on record, and in hindsight, I wish we had. 
Now, it’s back to the drawing board for the legislature, 
and I hope they listen to the will of the people that has so 
clearly been presented.

Whether it was the county races or the amendments, 
kudos go to you, voters. A turnout of more than 30% 
countywide is respectable — not incredible — but respect-
able. As the saying goes, if you don’t cast your ballot, you 
don’t get to complain about the results. Given that more 
than 6,000 voters did so, and agreed at such margins, is 
an ode to the rights enshrined in our democracy.

Well done, Barry County.

Kyle Troutman has served as editor of the Cassville Democrat 
since 2014 and owner/publisher since 2023. He is a three-time 

ISWNE Golden Dozen award winner. He may be reached at 
417-847-2610 or ktroutman@cassville-democrat.com.

Primary surprises

Day of Trial and Grief
It was a typical day for thirty-

eight-year-old Brian Sweeney, a 
defense contractor who had made 
the long flight from Boston to Los 
Angeles countless times. Luggage 
in hand, he left his home early on 
the morning of Tuesday, September 
11, 2001. He boarded United 
Airlines Flight 175 at the airport, 
which departed at 8:14 a.m. 

Thirty-three minutes into the 
flight, California was no longer the 
destination. Hijackers took control 
of the plane, which made a sudden 
turn. Instead of Los Angeles, the 
plane headed toward New York 
City. 

Reality sank in. Sweeney 
grabbed a seat-back phone and 
dialed his wife’s number, a local 
Boston teacher, and left a voice-
mail. “Jules, this is Brian,” he 
began. “Listen, I’m on an airplane 
that’s been hijacked. If things don’t 
go well, and it’s not looking good, I 
just want you to know that I abso-
lutely love you.” The voicemail con-
cluded: “I hope I call you.” 

At 9:03 a.m., Flight 175 flew 
into the South Tower of the World 
Trade Center, killing everyone 
onboard. 

Seventeen minutes earlier, 
American Airlines Flight 11 hit 
the North Tower, between floors 
93 and 99. Trapped on the 101st 
floor, a thirty-one-year-old inter-
national trade consultant, Melissa 
Harrington-Hughes, called her 
husband. “Sean, it’s me,” she said. 
“I love you and I’m stuck in this 
building in New York. There’s a lot 
of smoke and I just wanted to let 
you know that I love you always.” 
The North Tower collapsed a little 
over one hour later. 

Bill Spade, a local firefighter, 
grabbed two flashlights and a rope 
and ran toward the towers. “I 
couldn’t believe what I was seeing,” 
he recalled. “Bodies were dropping 
right in front of us.” Spade saw “a 
man a woman jumping, hugging 
each other.” They died on impact, 
“their arms around each other as 
they landed.” 

Thick clouds of smoke and dust 
scattered after the towers col-
lapsed. “The smoke and scale of 
the devastation were overwhelm-
ing,” David Battat, a volunteer 
firefighter, recalled. “Fire trucks, 
police cars, and ambulances were 
flattened. Smoke from the fires 
made it hard to breathe.” Hundreds 
of first responders would later die 
from illnesses contracted follow-
ing their service in the rubble and 

ashes of the World Trade Center. 
“About 200 firefighters were unac-
counted for when the day ended,” 
The New York Times reported the 
next day, confirming also that 266 
had perished on the planes.

A third plane, American Airlines 
Flight 77, had hit the Pentagon 
at 9:37 a.m., and a fourth plane, 
intended by the hijackers to hit 
the White House or the Capitol 
Building, crashed instead into 
a field in Stonycreek Township, 
Pennsylvania, after passengers 
revolted and attempted to regain 
control of the plane. 

“Mere words were inadequate 
vessels to contain the sense of 
shock and horror that people 
felt,” R. W. Apple, Jr. wrote in the 
Wednesday, September 12 edition 
of the Times, whose front page bore 
the headline, “U.S. ATTACKED.” 
It was all too reminiscent of 
December 7, 1941, the “day of 
infamy,” when Imperial Japan 
launched a surprise attack on Pearl 
Harbor, Hawaii. Unlike then, how-
ever, the enemy (Al-Qaeda) did not 
and would not reveal itself. Like 
ABC reporter N.J. Burkett, many 
thought it was “the opening salvo” 
of a coordinated assault with no 
warning or end.  

The smoke continued to suffo-
cate, the fires still smoldered, and 
bodies continued to be located and 
counted as President George W. 
Bush, seated at the Resolute desk 
in the Oval Office, took a deep 
breath and addressed the nation 
at 8:30 p.m., hours after he had 
been told, in a whispering voice, 
“America is under attack.” 

“Today our fellow citizens, 
our way of life, our very freedom 
came under attack,” the president 
began. “Thousands of lives were 
suddenly ended by evil, despicable 
acts of terror.” Bush added, with 
patriotic verve: “Terrorist attacks 
can shake the foundations of our 
biggest buildings, but they cannot 
touch the foundation of America. 
These acts shattered steel, but they 

cannot dent the steel of American 
resolve.” 

The president quoted Psalm 23: 
“Even though I walk through the 
valley of the shadow of death, I fear 
no evil, for You are with me.” 

 Standing before a joint session 
of Congress on September 20, Bush 
held up the badge of police officer 
George Howard, who perished 
in the flames of the twin towers 
trying to save others. “This is my 
reminder of lives that ended, and a 
task that does not end,” Bush said, 
choking up. “Freedom and fear, 
justice and cruelty, have always 
been at war,” the president added, 
“and we know that God is not neu-
tral between them.” 

Some remember only the planes, 
others the terrorists or the geo-
political aftermath. But some, 
like David Battat, remember the 
American spirit, animating count-
less nameless individuals. He 
worked in the rubble with “tour-
ists who rolled up their sleeves” 
and firefighters who knew the air 
they breathed would shorten their 
lives. “That’s the memory I keep 
in the forefront,” Battat recalled. 
“Thousands of strangers trying to 
help others.”

“We saw that Americans were 
vulnerable, but not fragile—that 
they possess a core of strength that 
survives the worst that life can 
bring,” Bush said at the Flight 93 
Memorial on September 11, 2021. 
“We learned that bravery is more 
common than we imagined, emerg-
ing with sudden splendor in the 
face of death. We vividly felt how 
every hour with our loved ones was 
a temporary and holy gift. And we 
found that even the longest days 
end.” 

“On America’s day of trial and 
grief, I saw millions of people 
instinctively grab for a neighbor’s 
hand and rally to the cause of one 
another,” Bush added. “That is the 
America I know.” 

The lost loved ones, the name-
less volunteers, the selfless rescu-
ers, the heroism of the Flight 93 
passengers, those who embraced 
strangers, and the service of those 
who took the fight to evil itself—
now, as ever, we must never forget.

Dakoda Pettigrew is a summa cum 
laude graduate of Liberty University 

with a Bachelor’s of science in political 
science and history. Pettigrew’s father 

went to school in Cassville, and he 
lives in Tennessee. He can be reached 

at pettigrewdakoda6@gmail.com.

AMERICAN INSIGHTS

DAKODA PETTIGREW

KYLE TROUTMAN

PUBLISHER’S VIEW

“Everyone pays their fair share. We want to make sure nobody’s 
subsidizing anybody else. We’re not obligated to serve [an entity] 

at the expense of other members. Barry Electric serves as the 
local distributor. However, if a data center asked for service, our 

electricity provider, Associated Electric, would be involved”
— JENNIFER MCBROOM, BARRY ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE CEO AND GENERAL MANAGER, ON 
HOW BARRY ELECTRIC WOULD HANDLE A REQUEST TO BULD A DATA CENTER IN THE COUNTY

QUOTE OF THE WEEK
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AND MUCH MORE!AND MUCH MORE!
417-847-2610417-847-2610

9 a.m. to 4 p.m, M-F9 a.m. to 4 p.m, M-F

600 Main St., Cassville600 Main St., Cassville
ktroutman@cassville-democrat.comktroutman@cassville-democrat.com
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50 years ago
Aug. 11, 1976

— EXETER SCHOOLS OPEN DESPITE 
STORM DAMAGE

Despite the loss of 40% 
of the elementary school 
root, Exeter will start class-
es Monday, according to 
Superintendent John Black. 
Strong winds that went 
through the area Saturday 
afternoon lifted a large sec-
tion of the classroom build-
ing and deposited it in the 
lawn. Resulting damage to 
classrooms by downpours 
of water was fairly exten-
sive the superintendent said. 
How-ever, cleanup oper-
ations were being rushed, 
and other spaces would be 
used for classes at the school 
start. Exeter also will not 
have a new building ready 
for the start of school due to 
delay of materials. The new 
structure is now scheduled 
to be finished by September 
1. For the opening, busses 
will run the same rounds 
and schedules as last year. 
Lunch will also be served 
opening day. Assignment 
of faculty to the district 
campus includes the fol-
lowing: Joyce E. Anderson, 
first; Dean Brooks, second; 
Sherry Ware, third; Eunice 
Brooks, fourth; Mildred 
Wilson, fifth; Mildred C. 
Luger, sixth; Dennis West, 
seventh; William Beaman, 
eighth, Sam Knight, physical 
education; Nola McMillen, 
home economics-science; 
Emma Jan Cameron, music; 
Stephen Cook, math and 
science, David Gilcrease, 
social studies; Rita Sigrist, 
kindergarten and remedial 
reading and Marilyn Pierce, 
business; Dorothy Yocum, 
teacher aide. Administrators 
include Marvin Henningson, 
high school principal and 
Sammy Hud-son, elemen-
tary principal. Black noted 
student insurance would be 
available through the school 
this year as a convenience 
to the pupil and district 
patrons. 
— CITY UNHAPPY WITH PHONE 
COMPANY CUT-BACK PLAN

The City of Cassville 
might be headed toward a 
confrontation with a utili-
ty company serving this 
area. Mayor Bill LeCompte 
acknowledged this week 
that Continental Telephone 
Co. had requested time on 
the September meeting 
agenda to discuss proposed 
cut-backs of personnel in 
the Cassville office. Mayor 
LeCompte said he and alder-
man Bill Hailey had both 
been contacted by company 
officials concerning a pos-
sible reduction of person-
nel here and handling of 
Continental business out of 
a regional office in Branson. 
City officials are in the 
process of obtaining more 
information on the propos-
al from company officials in 
Wentzville, Mo. However, 
there is a certain ring to the 
opinion of those city officials 
contacted this week that 
they “don’t appreciate the 
situation.” From the initial 
conversations, Continental 
plans reductions in office 
and maintenance personnel 
in the Cassville offices pos-
sibly as early as October 15. 
The plan would leave only 
a skeleton force here that 
would handle minor prob-
lems with major services 
coming out of Branson, 60 
miles away. A company offi-
cial from Branson informed 
employees of the Cassville 
office Friday of the pend-
ing change. Included was an 
indication by September 1 of 
whether they would accept 
transfers or terminate com-
pany employment. Mayor 
LeCompte said this week he 
did not think it was right for 
an important utility such as 
the telephone company to 
even consider cut-backs in 
one of the fastest growing 
areas of the state. “Our peo-
ple expect and deserve better 
consideration than they are 
getting from Continental,” 
he said. LeCompte said he 
had been contacted by a 
number of people who were 
removing or reducing their 
telephone service due to rate 
increases and reductions in 
services. Most important 
among these is the removal 
of Extended Area Service to 
the Shell Knob area. Leaders 
in the lake community also 
acknowledge there is con-
siderable dissatisfaction in 
that area concerning all calls 
outside the local exchange 
being toll charges. Both 
LeCompte and Hailey said 
they intended to contact 
proper Continental officials 
for additional information 
about the coming meeting. 

“In fact,” they said, we might 
not even wait that long before 
we start an official com-
plaint process against the 
company through the prop-
er channels. Continental has 
effected two rate increases 
through the Missouri Public 
Service Commission with-
in the past year. They have 
also reduced the service area 
which was available on a 
toll free basis through revi-
sions of the EAS contacts 
that date back to the time 
of Missouri State Telephone 
Co. owning and up-dating 
facilities here. Continental 
purchased the area plant 
from MSTC. Continental 
serves the communities of 
Cassville, Exeter, Washburn, 
Seligman, Jenkins, Golden, 
Eagle Rock, Mano and Shell 
Knob. When the company 
divided EAS charges at the 
suggestion of the Missouri 
PSC, petitions were drawn 
asking for an election, 
which were approved by the 
state agency. In a post card 
survey, little understood 
by many, Shell Knob was 
dropped from the service 
area available on a direct-di-
al, no-cost basis. The other 
communities are still acces-
sible by Cassville patrons, 
cost free. 
— CENTRAL LAKE BUSINESS AREA 
CONTINUES GROWTH 

Business growths in the 
Shell Knob area have been 
noted by officials there. 
Included in the additions to 
the central Table Rock Lake 
community are the follow-
ing: Mr. and Mrs. Bob Baker 
have sold their drive-in on 
Highway 39 to Mr. and Mrs. 
Cecil Sherfy, who are also 
leasing the King’s Harbor 
Restaurant. A new building, 
constructed in Bridgeway 
Plaza by Mr. and Mrs. Herb 
McMul-len, will serve as a 
real estate office for the cou-
ple. Mrs. McMullen holds 
a broker’s license and he a 
salesman certificate. The 
structure follows design 
of other businesses in the 
development. Mr. and Mrs. 
U. S. Blankenship have also 
opened a new antique shop 
in the Plaza business area. 
Mr. and Mrs. Swofford are 
doing business in their Open 
Door building on Highway 
39. A new fruit and vege-
table business, operated by 
Mr. and Mrs. James Wright 
is also open on Highway 39.

40 years ago
Aug. 20, 1986

— CHAMBER STARTS SELECTING 
DIRECTORS

Cassville Chamber of 
Commerce directors in ses-
sion Tuesday started the 
process that will name four 
new members to the board 
before the new year begins. 
President Chip Kammerlohr 
named himself, Dick Moger 
and Chip Lawson to a nom-
ination committee. The 
committee will report to the 
September meeting with 
eight candidates. Ballots 
will go out to members in 
October, said Ella Frost, 
secretary. Terms expire this 
year on the board for Don 
Cupps, Bob Mitchell, Gary 
Fields and Byron Tucker. 
When replacements are 
named, the four new direc-
tors will join eight hold-
overs in choosing a slate 
of officers that begin terms 
with the annual member-
ship meeting in January. 
Hold-over directors include: 
John Anglum, Kammerlohr, 
Dr. Carolyn Hunter, 
Lawson, Debbie Workman, 
Jim LeCompte, Moger and 

Joe Preddy. Regular agen-
da business of the meeting 
included committee reports. 
Jack Nickols reported dates 
for the September Trout 
Derby in Roaring River State 
Park would be September 
6-7 as a joint venture of the 
park concessionaire and C of 
C. Cash prizes will be award-
ed for tagged trout catches. 
Joy Chappell said merchant 
committee activities would 
include welcoming new 
Cassville teachers August 
25. Also on the merchant’s 
schedule is a sidewalk sale 
August 29-30 and a meeting 
of the committee September 
2 at Taggart’s Medicine 
Shop. Moger reported on 
last week’s successful com-
pletion of the second annual 
Hillbilly Golf Tournament. 
During the event the C of 
C hosted corporate repre-
sentatives from participat-
ing industries in a two-day 
tournament on the Cassville 
course. Coordinated by the 
industrial relations commit-
tee headed by Moger and 
industrial group cochaired 
by Anglum and Mitchell, 
other committee partic-
ipants were John Miller, 
Dennis Ledgerwood and 
Bob Allen. Agriculture 
chairman Ron Miller report-
ed on successful combina-
tion of the Fescue Capital 
USA Festival and Barry 
County Youth Livestock 
Show. Membership chair 
Workman said the mem-
bership list grew by one 
this month with the addi-
tion of Cassville Carpet and 
Linoleum.
— AF BASIC

Airman Kenneth R. 
Burge, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Dennis R. Burge of 
Purdy, has graduated from 
Air Force basic training at 
Lackland Air Force Base, 
Texas. During the six weeks 
of training the airman stud-
ied the Air Force mission, 
organization and customs 
and received special training 
in human relations. In addi-
tion, airmen who complete 
basic training earn credits 
toward an associate degree 
through the Community 
College of the Air Force. The 
airman is the grandson of 
Mr. and Mrs. Phillip E. Brit-
tenham of rural Monett.
— CAPTAIN BURRELL GAINS BOSTION 
U MASTERS

Capt. Gordon F. Burrill, 
son of Glenice E. Burrill of 
Reno, Nevada, has earned 
a master’s degree from 
Boston University. Burrill 
has completed college stud-
ies through participation in 
the U.S. Air Force off-du-
ty education program. The 
program has the Air Force 
paying 75 percent tuition for 
active duty Air Force mem-
bers and 90 percent tuition 
for career noncommis-
sioned officers with less than 
14 years military service. He 
is chief of communications 
electronics maintenance 
in West Germany, with 
the 2063rd Information 
Systems Squadron.

The captain’s wife, Terry, 
is the daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. Clifford Breese of 
Exeter.

30 years ago
Aug. 14, 1996

— EAGLE ROCK-GOLDEN-MANO FIRE 
DISTRICT MOVES FORWARD 

Property owners in the 
Eagle Rock, Golden and 
Mano communities vot-
ed last Tuesday to create a 
levy-supported fire protec-
tion district - a move that 
Fire Chief Robert Rizman 

describes as a “great step” 
towards improving fire ser-
vice in the area. Rizman 
adds that while the vote 
marks the first step, the dis-
trict now has a lot of rungs 
on the ladder left to climb. 
One of the first tasks before 
the newly elected board 
of directors is to work on 
improving the district’s ISO 
rating. ISO is the anacro-
nym for Insurance Services 
Office, which establishes 
criteria a fire department 
must meet to qauli-fy for 
different fire protection 
classifications or ratings. 
ISO ratings determine what 
insurance companies will 
charge for fire insurance in 
various communities. The 
higher the rating, the high-
er the rate. Currently, the 
Eagle Rock-Golden-Mano 
fire department has a “9” 
rating. (A “10” rating is 
zero fire protection.) Board 
members Cliff Mitchell, 
Norm Hillyer, Richard 
Penfield, Oscar Wade and 
Corky Nelson hope to raise 
the rating to at least an “8” 
and hopefully a “7” “An 
increased rating could save 
property owners anywhere 
from $100 to $400 a year 
depending on their prop-
erty value,” Rizman said. 
“This tax (levy to support 
the district) is one that can 
put money back in their 
pocket.” Hillyer said ISO 
ratings can be improved by 
updating equipment, a task 
that was hard to accom-
plish as a dues-supported 
association. Since the late 
1970s, when the district 
was formed, fire fighters 
depended on members to 
pay annual dues in return 
for fire protection. Annual 
dues were $40 per piece 
of property. According to 
Rizman, membership fluc-
tuated between 600 and 
900 in a 128-square-mile 
area that contains 2,200 
parcels of property. He 
said each year it was a big 
task to collect the dues, and 
without knowing the exact 
amount that would be col-
lected, it was impossible 
to set a yearly budget. He 
said those who did not pay 
their dues still expected fire 
protection in an emergency. 
“By going to a tax-support-
ed district, everybody will 
be paying their fair share,” 

said Rizman. Because the 
county assessor’s office is 
in the process of calculating 
the district’s assessed valua-
tion, tax-generated revenue 
figures are unavailable. The 
assessor’s office said they 
are currently in the process 
of coding district proper-
ty into the computer. The 
assessed valuation figures 
will need to be turned into 
the county collector’s office 
by Sept. 15 if the district 
wants to collect taxes in 
1996. Once the valuation is 
complete, board members 
can predict what a 30 cent 
levy will generate in reve-
nue for the district. Then 
short-and long-term bud-
gets can be set. The board, 
which will meet next week 
to be sworn in, is currently 
working with its attorney 
to make sure the fire pro-
tection district complies 
with the 68 pages of state 
and federal laws governing 
its actions. “There are now 
laws we must follow as a 
district,” Rizman said. “It’s 
no longer the good ole boy 
handshake theory. Now it’s 
by law.” “We want to do 
it right and give the peo-
ple the best value for their 
dollar.” The Eagle Rock-
Golden-Mano fire depart-
ment maintains four fire 
houses and is currently 
supported by 38 volunteer 
fire fighters. Rizman said 
department equipment 
includes four engines, one 
rescue truck, one medical 
unit, two brush trucks and 
two tankers. He added that 
the newest piece of equip-
ment is 17 years old and 
the oldest is 33 to 34 years 
old. “We can operate with 
what we have but it’s costly 
to maintain,” Rizman said. 
The district plans to focus 
on purchasing new hand 
tools, fire hoses and fire noz-
zles first. Rizman said buy-
ing new fire trucks would 
be something the district 
would look at “some time 
down the line.” Tax money 
will also be spent on train-
ing for volunteer firemen. 
Rizman concludes that the 
key to a good fire protection 
district is its volunteers. 
In the first six months of 
1996, Eagle Rock-Golden-
Mano firefighters have put 
in a total of 1,729 hours, 
including: 239 hours on 

medical calls; 353 hours 
on fire calls; 134 hours on 
service calls; 155 hours on 
motor vehicle accidents; 
202 hours on training; 460 
hours on maintenance of 
equipment; and 186 hours 
on cleaning the fire houses 
and equipment.
— DRUG AND ALCOHOL OFFENDERS 
CONTRIBUTE TO DARE PROGRAM

The Barry County 
Prosecuting Attorney’s 
Office has come up with an 
innovative way of contrib-
uting to the Cassville and 
Barry County DARE pro-
grams. Since February of 
this year several first and 
second time driving while 
intoxicated and misde-
meanor possession of mar-
ijuana offenders have paid 
more than $7,000 in contri-
butions to the drug aware-
ness programs. The contri-
butions are made in lieu of 
a fine. According to Barry 
County Treasurer Lois 
Lowe, the county program, 
which is directed by Dana 
Kammerlohr, has received 
a total of $4,185. Cassville 
City Clerk Vicki McCune 
said the city program, lead 
by Public Education Officer 
Lonnie McCullough, has 
received $3,191.50. Barry 
County Associate Circuit 
Court Judge Mike Garrett 
said the contributions are 
recommended by the pros-
ecuting attorney and are 
“usually done where the 
defendant is placed on pro-
bation.” He added there 
are several counties in the 
state that order offenders to 
contribute to drug aware-
ness programs. Garrett said 
the contribution becomes 
a part of the probation. If 
the money isn’t paid, it is 
considered a probation vio-
lation, and the offender can 
be sentenced to jail time 
and ordered to pay a $1,000 
fine. “I think contributions 
made to the DARE program 
from alcohol related offens-
es are appropriate,” Garrett 
said. “These are the people 
who should be supporting 
drug and alcohol abuse 
education programs.” 
Garrett said that there are 
obviously some cases where 
the alcohol-related offense 
has caused injury or prop-
erty damage. In these cas-
es, DARE contributions 
wouldn’t be appropriate. 
“The purpose of the pro-
gram is not to collect mon-
ey, but to discourage young 
people from alcohol and 
drug abuse,” Garrett said. 
“We’ll know how success-
ful the program is over a 
term of years, not months.” 
Barry County Prosecuting 
Attorney David Cole said 
he was approached by 
McCullough about the con-
tributions. “Lonnie came to 
see me and asked why we 
don’t do this to give the 
DARE program some mon-
ey,” Cole said. “That’s how 
it got started.” “What I like 
about it is that these people 
are out here violating drug 
and alcohol laws, and to let 
them assist DARE officers 
in educating the youth, sort 
of seems like poetic jus-
tice,” Cole said. Assistant 
Prosecuting Attorney 
Stephen Hemphill said the 
contributions range from 
$100 to $1,500. He added 
that with the new program, 
the defendant, not only 
pays court costs, but also 
makes the contribution, 
which is generally equal to 
or in excess of a fine. 

I’m Miss Snuggle Muffin, 
a precious little black and 
white terrier girl who’s just 
getting started on my big 
adventure! At only 2 months 
old and a petite 3.6 pounds, 
I’m still growing into my 
personality, but I’m already 
showing signs of being 
affectionate and friendly. I’ll 
need a patient family ready 
to guide me through puppy-
hood, including training and 
socialization. Come meet 
me and let’s start our jour-
ney together. Adopters can 
complete an application at 
www.havenoftheozarks.org/
adopt. No appointment is 
needed. The Haven is open 
from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., seven 
days a week. All Haven of 
the Ozarks pets are fixed, up 
to date on their vaccinations, 
and microchipped. For more 
information, people may 
email havenozarksanctuary@
gmail.com, or call at 417-
835-3647. Contributed photo

Haven of the Ozarks Pet of the Week

Through the Years

40 YEARS AGO: AVOIDING FUMBLES IMPORTANT — So important in fact that coach Joe Cavness has backfield prospects 
in early drills on hope to transfer the ball from one hand to another and avoid dropping same. These backs are among 
the Wildcats reporting for first drills last week. The first call caught 60 Wildcats in the hopeful list. More are prospects 
when summer jobs end and school starts. Democrat file photo
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Keith Sanvern 
Brisco

Keith Sanvern Brisco, 
63, of Phoenix, Ariz., 
passed away Sunday, July 
12, 2026 in Phoenix.

He was born September 
24, 1962, in Aurora, Mo., 
the son of Louie S. and 
Wilma R. (Bradley) Brisco, 
who preceded him in 
death. 

Also preceding him 
in death was a nephew, 
Jimmy Lee Lesey.

Survivors include his 
sister, Jenise (Brisco) 
Caskey of Bradley, Ark.

He collected rocks 
and artifacts, often send-
ing his discoveries to 
the University of Mo. in 
Columbia for study. He 
attended Cassville High 
School in Cassville, Mo. 
before proudly serving 
in the United States Air 
Force. Following his mil-
itary service, he returned 
to Cato, where he spent 

much of his life working as 
a farmhand.

He was an inventor, one 
of his inventions, a wrench 
design—was later patent-
ed by a company, a testa-
ment to his ingenuity and 
practical mind. In 2015, 
he visited Phoenix, Ariz., 
beginning a new chapter in 
his life. 

No services are 
scheduled at this time. 
Burial will be at Clio 
Cemetery in Jenkins, Mo. 
Arrangements are under 
direction of Fohn Funeral 
Home in Cassville.

Dannie G. Byrd
Dannie G. Byrd, age 

78, of Purdy, MO, passed 
peacefully from this life on 

Sunday morning, August 9, 
2026, at his home.

Dannie was born 
on October 17, 1947, in 
Wheaton, MO, the son of 
the late Loy and Rosalee 
(Pennel) Byrd. Dannie was 
a proud graduate of Exeter 
High School’s Class of 
1965 and honorably served 
his country in the United 
States Navy, a role he 
cherished throughout his 
life. A devoted member of 
Gunter Methodist Church, 
he faithfully worshipped 
alongside his beloved 
wife, Janice. Dannie had 
a strong work ethic and 
spent many years build-
ing homes in Ketchikan, 
Alaska. Upon his return to 
the area, he worked at Wells 
Aluminum for many years 
and  fulfilled his entrepre-
neurial dream by owning 
and operating the Qwik 
Stop convenience store in 
Monett. In his free time, he 
enjoyed fishing but above 
all, Dannie’s greatest joy 
came from his family. He 
loved watching his grand-
children and great-grand-
children play sports and 
treasured attending their 
games, activities, and 
accomplishments. His ded-
ication to faith, family, and 
community will be remem-
bered by all who knew and 
loved him.

On August 6, 1988, at 
Big M, Dannie married 
Janice Terry, they enjoyed 
thirty-eight years of mak-
ing memories together.

Dannie is survived 
by his wife Janice of the 
home; three daughters, 
Misty Lane and husband 
Sam of Monett, Renee 
Veith and husband Ronnie 
of Purdy and Rhonda 
Schilly of Purdy; eight 
grandchildren, Ryan Veith 
and wife Jessica, Riley 
Veith and wife Kara, Reese 
Veith, Kobe Gates and 
wife Karsyn, Megan Terry 
and husband Cameron, 
Morgan Daniel and hus-
band K.K., Corey Lane, 
Ryan Lane and wife Alicia; 
fourteen great-grandchil-
dren, Haisley, Hadley, 

Hensley, Jameson, Neva, 
Renley, Barrett, Lowen, 
CJ, Charlie Sue, Asher, 
Ace, Adilyn and Arya; one 
sister, Teresa Malone of 
Mt. Vernon, MO.

Dannie was preceded 
in death by infant daugh-
ter, Vicki Byrd; two sis-
ters, Sheryl Byrd and Janis 
Byrd; grandparents, Leon 
and Marjorie Pennel.

Funeral service will 
be held at 10:00 a.m. on 
Wednesday, August 12, 
2026, at Gunter Methodist 
Church, Butterfield, MO. 
Pastor Mike Tharp and 
Pastor Jerry Nickle will 
officiate. Memorial contri-
butions have been request-
ed to Gunter Methodist 
Church. Arrangements are 
under the personal care 
and direction of Buchanan 
Funeral Home, Monett, 
MO. 

PAID OBITUARY

Rosetta Louise 
Rose, “Rosie”
Rosetta Louise Rose, 

“Rosie”, 61, of Cassville, 
Mo. passed away peacefully 
at home. 

She was born August 28, 
1964, in Plainwell, Mich., to 
Junior Barnes and Jackie 
Irene Elkins, who preceded 
her in death.

Survivors include her 
daughter, Layne Rose; her 
son, Dakota Rose, and his 

wife, Kiah-Grace; three 
grandsons; eight brothers 
and sisters and their fam-
ilies;

She graduated from 
Cassville High School in 
1982 and later earned her 
bachelor’s degree from Fort 
Hays State University in 
2010. 

She was a case manager 
for individuals with devel-
opmental disabilities. 

She was a member of 
Full Life Fellowship in 
Purdy, Mo. 

Graveside service were 
held Tuesday, August 11, 
2026, at 11:00 am at Fields 
Cemetery in Shell Knob, 
Mo., with Pastor Wilson 
Gauntt officiating. 

Arrangements are 
under the direction of 
White Funeral Home and 
Crematory.

Levina Ruth 
(Turner) Wolf
Levina Ruth (Turner) 

Wolf, 82, of Cassville, Mo., 
passed away Monday, 
August 3, 2026, at her 
home.

She was born August 24, 
1943, in Portales, N. M., the 
daughter of Hubert “Jake” 
and Winnie (Lawrence) 
Turner, who preceded her 
in death.. 

Also preceding her in 
death was her husband, 
Bill Wolf; brother, Hubert 

Turner and sister, Dava-
Lee Aryan.

Survivors include 
two sons, Brent Wolf of 
Cassville, Mo. and Chris 
Wolf and wife Cindy of 
Wheaton, Mo.; three 
daughters, Jackie Brisco 
and her husband Roger 
of Cassville, Mo., Dayna 
Barber and her husband 
Lance of Cassville, Mo., 
and Jasmine Manning and 
her husband Tyler of Tulsa, 
Okla.; two brothers, Greg 
Turner of Cassville, Mo. and 
Gary Turner of Seligman, 
Mo.; one sister, Roberta 
Langer of Big Spring, Texas 
and 14 grandchildren and 
one great-grandchild.

She was a 1960 graduate 
of Cassville High School. 

She was a foster parent 
for 25 years, taking in 68 
children. She was a mem-
ber of Gunter Methodist 
Church.

Services were held 
Friday, August 7, 2026 
at Fohn Funeral Home 
in Cassville. Pastor Mike 
Tharp and Pastor Jerry 
Nickle conducted the ser-
vices. Burial was at Gunter 
Cemetery in Butterfield, 
Mo. 

Ruby D. Ely
Ruby D. Ely, 94, of 

Seneca, Mo. passed away 
Saturday, August 1, 2026 
at Seneca House in Seneca, 
Mo.

Private services will 
be held at a later date. 
Cremation arrangements 
are under direction of 
McQueen Funeral Home in 
Wheaton.
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Intermediate Beta students compete
Cassville Intermediate 

Beta students recent-
ly participated in the 
2026 National Beta 
Convention held at the 
Gaylord Opryland Resort 

& Convention Center in 
Nashville, Tenn. 

Cassville joined over 
7,000 Beta members from 
across the United States 
who all earned top honors 
at their state level. 

While there, students 
participated in pin trading 
using their Cassville pin 
and attended the Grand 
Ole Opry.

The 2026 National 
Beta Convention, themed 
"Wired for Success,"

To attend the National 
Beta Convention, indi-

viduals and teams had to 
place in the top five at 
the state level. Cassville 
Beta members attending 
the convention scored in 
the top three, with several 
placing first at state. 

Bristol Davis earned 
top honors, being crowned 
National Champion in 
Cake decorating with over 
30 participants in her 
division.

Alex Harris placed 
fourth at Nationals after 
qualifying through a 
knockout round and plac-

ing in the top 20 on an 
online test, which made 
him eligible to take a writ-
ten test at Nationals.

Lilly Lowe competed 
in digital portfolio and 
on-site drawing 

Mick Fields competed 
in Hand-drawn anime. 
His drawing was an anime 
drawing of himself.

Ellie Ennis competed in 
jewelry. 

Silas Buntin competed 
in black and white pho-
tography 

Others competing in 
team competitions include

Apparel team: Emma 
Privett, Wylee Bradley 

Marketing and 
Communications team: 
Braxton Decker, Jace 
Kennedy, Miles Arnold, 
Silas Buntin

Robotics: Audi 
Cieslinski, Jemma 
Meltabarger, Mesa Cook, 
Lillian Artherton

“We are very proud 
of each of our students,” 
a Cassville Beta press 
release said. “This is 
only our fourth year as a 
club and our third year 
to compete at the nation-
al level. For a very young 
club, we have had suc-
cess at nationals the last 
two years. We look for-
ward to taking what we 
have learned this year and 
applying it next year.”

Bristol 
Davis 
earned 
top hon-
ors, being 
crowned 
National 
Champion 
in Cake 
decorat-
ing with 
over 30 
partic-
ipants 
in her 
division. 
Contributed 
photo

Alex 
Harris 
placed 
fourth at 
Nationals 
after 
qual-
ifying 
through 
a knock-
out 
round 
and plac-
ing in 
the top 
20 on an 
online 
test. 
Contributed 
photo
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al fund tally down from 
last year’s pace by a lit-
tle more than $1,600. 
Even Wheaton’s use tax 
receipts slipped, but by 
only $56.62. The dispar-
ity between Wheaton’s 1 
percent and its .5 percent 
sales taxes was even more 
unusual in July. The half-
cent tax usually brings in 
about 42 percent, instead 
of 50 percent, but this 
month topped its mathe-
matical quota and brought 
in 52 percent of the 1-cent 
tax. 

Washburn’s 1 percent 
general fund tax was 
almost dead even with 
last July. It generated 
$2,512.43, down $7.48 
from a year ago. The 

city’s two half-cent taxes 
showed a greater drop. 
The three taxes combined 
had a total drop of $523. 
For the year, however, 
Washburn’s general fund 
revenues are ahead by 
$4,868 or 30 percent of 
last year’s pace. 

Countywide taxes 
showed much stronger 
gains for the month. 

Barry County’s two tax-
es supporting its gener-
al fund at 1.125 percent 
yielded $313,910.71, up 
almost $17,000 or almost 
6 percent from a year ago. 
That put general fund 
receipts for the year up 
by more than $123,000 
or also 6 percent. Barry 
County’s use tax, how-

ever, jumped by 48 per-
cent in July or more than 
$81,000. That put use tax 
income for 2026 almost 
$500,000 ahead of last 
year. 

The separate .375 per-
cent sales tax that supports 
central dispatching and 
911 service through the 
Barry County Emergency 
Services Board yield-
ed $188,346.49 in July, 
up $10,13610 or 6 per-
cent from a year ago. That 
reflected a gain of more 
than $74,000 for the year.

Taxes: County $500K up for year   
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1A
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Former Cassville Democrat publisher to 
release ‘September 10’ on 25th anniversary
Fictional book is set 

in life of World Trade 
Center employee day 

before 9/11
Former Cassville Democrat 

publisher Jacob W. Brower of 
Springfield will release his debut 
book, “September 10,” on Sept. 
10, exactly 25 years after the day 
on which it is set.

The work of fiction follows Jack 
McCune, a 40-something finance 
executive working in the World 
Trade Center, through Monday, 
Sept. 10, 2001. The book also 
looks back on McCune’s life to 
that point. 

The significance of the date 
is left entirely with the reader. 
Neither the characters nor the 
narrator knows what will happen 
the next day.

Brower said the forgotten 
ordinariness of the date first drew 
him to the idea.

“September 10 has always 
fascinated me because I don’t 
remember any of it. For most 
people, it was about as ordinary 
a Monday as you could imagine.

“This isn’t a September 11 
book. There are plenty of those. 
This is intentionally a September 
10 book. It’s about an ordinary 
day in an ordinary life. There’s no 
foreshadowing, no ‘little did he 
know,’ no grand revelation, none 
of that.

“The bar I set was, if the book 
were called ‘February 23’ and 
set in Cassville, would it still be 
worth reading? If not, I wasn’t 
interested in writing it.”

Brower said he initially con-
sidered approaching the subject 
through nonfiction.

“I realized the historical record 
couldn’t tell the kind of story 
I wanted to tell about an ordi-
nary Monday. So I built the book 
around one fictional character 
and wove documented events 
and period details into his life.

“People who enjoy going down 
fact-checking rabbit holes as 
much as I do should have some 
fun with that.”

The book also draws from 
some of Brower’s own experi-

ences.
“I wanted the book to reflect 

the full range of an actual life. 
Some of it is painful, some of it 
is tender, and some of it’s ridic-
ulous,” he said. “Jack and I have 
lived some of the same stories, 
and a lot of the weirder stuff 
actually happened. It was the 
more ordinary things I had to 
invent.”

Brower said he had complet-
ed “a good chunk” of the book 
before realizing this year marked 
the 25th anniversary of the day 
on which it is set.

“Once I realized that, it became 
important to me that the book be 
released on that day,” he said.

“September 10” will be avail-
able through Amazon and select 

bookstores. 
A book launch, free and open 

to the public, will be held at 
11 a.m. that day at One More 
Page, 306 E. Commercial St. in 
Springfield. The Springfield Area 
Chamber of Commerce will spon-
sor the event.

Brower was the Cassville 
Democrat’s publisher from 2013 
to 2018. During the time depict-
ed in the book, Brower was a 
reporter for the Joplin Globe 
and Missouri Southern State 
University’s student newspaper, 
The Chart. 

He is the founder and presi-
dent of ABM Strategies, a con-
sulting and marketing firm, and 
continues to write for area pub-
lications.

Former Cassville Democrat publisher Jacob W. Brower of Springfield will 
release his debut book, “September 10,” on Sept. 10, exactly 25 years after 
the day on which it is set. Kyle Troutman/ktroutman@cassville-democrat.com

Former Cassville Democrat publisher Jacob W. Brower of Springfield will release his debut book, 
“September 10,” on Sept. 10. Kyle Troutman/ktroutman@cassville-democrat.com

IT PAYS TO ADVERTISE! 
Call our sales team today at 417-847-2610
Thanks for reading the Cassville Democrat — www.cassville-democrat.com
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Ken’s is known Ken’s is known 
for collision for collision 
and glass repairand glass repair

But he But he 
does so does so 
much more!much more!

Turn Signals
Brake Lights
Headlinght

Replacement

Power Locks
Power Windows
Power Mirrors

And More!

You know Ken’s Collision as The Area’s Finest Collision Repair and Glass Facility, 
but Ken’s does more than you know!

Alignments • Headliners • Bedliners • Window Tint
We make sure your car is fixed right, to Factory Specifications with the 

right parts, by highly trained technicians.

Ken’s Collision 
Center

712 W. 10th St., Cassville, MO 65625
417-847-1200

www.kenscollisioncenter.com

CASSVILLE
SENIOR CENTER

Weekly Menu
WEEK OF AUGUST 10-14, 2026

MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY
AUGUST AUGUST AUGUST AUGUST AUGUST

17 18 19 20 21
Grill Day!

BBQ Chicken
Bruschetta 

Pasta
Salad

Tomatoes & 
Zucchini

Cornbread
Caramel Apple 

Pie

Chicken or 
Fish

Sandwich
Roasted 
Potatoes

Oriental Salad
Orange 

Creamsicle
Cake

Jeannie’s

Meatloaf w/

Gravy

Baby Bakers

Green Beans

Hot Roll

Strawberry Cake

Grilled Chicken 
& Veggie Pasta

Tossed Salad
Watermelon 

Salad
Garlic 

Breadstick
Angel Food 

Cake
w/ Berries

BBQ Ribs*

Mashed 

Potatoes

Peas & 

Carrots

Hot Roll

Peach Cobbler

AD SPONSORED BY LOCAL BUSINESSES
• White Funeral Home	 • Freedom Bank 	 • Cassville Democat

SERVING HOURS: 11:00 AM — 12:30  PM
Suggested donation:

$4.00 for those 60 and over
$8.00 for those 59 and under

*On days pork is 
served, and alternate is 
available upon request

Salad Bar
Tuesday, Wednesday, 

and Friday

BOWL 
$2.00

PLATE
$4.00

for it, but I don’t see any 
issues in any of that.”

Cole, a Cassville native 
and current assistant pros-
ecutor in Lawrence County, 
said he’s most excited to 
assume office and serve the 
people of Barry County.

“Like I’ve said this whole 
time, this is where I’m 
from, and I feel like there 
was a good opportunity to 
get in and make a change 
for the better, and then I 
get to actually be the one 
to do that,” he said. “I’m 
excited about that.”

An area of concern has 
been the fact Cole’s father, 
David Cole, is the pre-
siding judge for the 39th 
Circuit, which could cre-
ate a conflict of interest. 
Andrew Cole, however, 
said that has also been the 
case while he has served in 
Lawrence County, and has 
not been an issue.

“We’re just going to do 
the same thing that we did 
in Lawrence County,” he 
said. “[Judge Cole] trans-
ferred all of his cases to 
Judge [Alan] Blankenship, 
and that’s what we’re going 
to do in Barry County. I’m 
assuming he’ll go back to 
taking the criminal cas-
es in Lawrence County 
after I leave, and Judge 
Blankenship will get the 
criminal cases in Barry 
County. And, if for some 
reason, Judge Blankenship 
has to get out. There’s plen-
ty of other judges in the 
circuit as well.

“It hasn’t been an issue 
in Lawrence County, so it’s 
not going to be an issue 
in Barry. I’m not worried 
about that at all.”

Cole will also assume 
prosecution of the three 
brothers arrested for the 
alleged murder of 14-year-
old Justin Hocutt in 1999. 
While he attended the 
recent press conference 
following the arrests, Cole 
said he has not had an 
opportunity to review case 
files and did not wish to 
speak on the case yet.

“I don’t know all the 
details and the specif-
ics of the case, so I’m not 
going to speak on that,” 

he said. “But, I am excited 
to have the opportunity to 
seek justice for Justin. I 
do think he and his family 
deserve that.”

Cole won every pre-
cinct in the county, per-
forming best in Washburn 
and Seligman with 87% 
and 85% support, respec-
tively. The closest pre-
cincts were Kings Prairie/
Pleasant Ridge and Monett 
City/Monett Rural/Capps 
Creek, where he received 
61% and 62% support, 
respectively. Cassville 
City/Cassville Rural/
Mineral Springs was the 
largest voting block with 
1,215 votes cast, of which 
Cole received 1,005 (83%).

“I would like to thank 
all the citizens of Barry 
County for coming out, 
participating in the pro-

cess, and obviously vot-
ing for me,” Cole said. “I 
definitely couldn’t have 
done it without them, and 
everyone who worked on 
my campaign, everyone 
that went and called folks, 
and let people know to vote 
for me. I just appreciate 
everything that everyone’s 
done for me. I look forward 
to getting in and working 
hard for the people of 
Barry County.”
Presiding 
Commissioner

In the two-man race 
for presiding commis-
sioner, incumbent Steve 
Blankenship held onto 
his post with 3,088 votes 
(52%) to challenger Chad 
Johnson’s 2,816 votes 
(48%).

“It went just about like I 

hoped,” Blankenship said. 
“You never know, but I lost 
the places I thought I would 
lose and won the places I 
thought I’d win. I did try 
to do some campaigning 
in the places I thought I 
would lose, and I thought 
maybe I’d do a little better 
in some of those places I 
thought I was weak at, but 
it didn’t seem to help.”

A Jenkins resident, 
Blankenship performed 
well in areas close to home, 
taking 72% in Jenkins, 74% 
in Ozark/Crane Creek, 
65% in Kings Prairie/
Pleasant Ridge, 65% in 
Golden and 61% in Monett 
City/Monett Rural/Capps 
Creek.

A Cassville resident, 
Johnson won four total 
precincts: Exeter, with 
68%; Cassville City/
Cassville Rural/Mineral 
Springs with 56%; Purdy/
McDowell with 55%; 
Washburn/Ash with 56%; 
and Wheaton with 59%.

Blankenship’s victory 
could largely be credited 
to Jenkins, Monett, and 
Golden, which provided 
306 more votes total than 
Johnson, whom he defeat-
ed by 269 votes.

Blankenship said mov-
ing into his second term, 
he hopes to continue his 
work on steering com-
mittees and economic 
development with organi-
zations like the Missouri 
Association of Counties.

“Last year, I was on the 
community and economic 
development committee, 
and this year, I’m on the 
agricultural and environ-
ment committee,” he said. 
“I think it’s important to 
keep somebody from our 
county with a seat at the 
table up there, to steer 
state policy and have our 
voice heard. I’m going to 
continue to try to do those 
things and continue my 
work with the Monett and 
Lawrence County on our 
economic alliance because 
I think that’s important to 
try to encourage more eco-
nomic development in this 
area.”

Bridges also remain an 
area of focus going for-
ward. Blankenship said 
some have been repaired 
and the county has tak-
en bids for others, and the 
commission is continuing 
to look at more than need 
repair or replacement.

“Improving the infra-
structure is part of eco-
nomic development too, I 
think,” he said. “It kind of 
goes hand in hand making 
sure we have good infra-
structure and no danger-
ous bridges out there. It’s 
important.”

Ultimately, Blankenship 
said his primary goal as 
presiding commissioner 
remains the same.

“I’ll keep listening to the 
people and doing the best I 
can,” he said.
Other in-county ballot 
measures

Three financial propos-
als within the county all 
received green lights from 
voters on Aug. 4.

A $4.5 million bond 
issue for the Central 
Crossing Fire Protection 
District passed with 759 
votes (64%) in favor and 

427 (36%) against. In 
Barry County, 463 (62%) 
voted for the measure 
and 263 (38%) against it, 
and in Stone County, 296 
(64%) voted in favor and 
164 (36%) voted against. 
The funds will be used to 
renovate two stations, add 
to its fleet of brush trucks, 
purchase new equipment 
and pay off leases.

The Seligman Fire 
Protection District passed 
a 1% sales tax with 188 
votes (68%) in favor and 
89 votes (32%) against. 
Funds will be used for 
services, including equip-
ment, training and opera-
tional expenses.

The city of Butterfield, 
on its second attempt, 
passed a $5 million bond 
issue with 50 votes (77%) 
in favor and 15 votes (23%) 
against. Funds will be used 
to extend and improve 
the city’s sewer system, 
including acquiring land 
and rights of way, the cost 
of operation and mainte-
nance of said sewer sys-
tem, and the principal 
and interest on said rev-
enue bonds to be payable 
solely from the revenues 
derived by the city from 
the operation of the sewer 
system, including all future 
improvements and exten-
sions.
State Amendments

Barry County sided 
with the state on all four 
proposed Constitutional 
amendments.

On Amendment 1, to 
renew the .1% sales and 
use tax for soil and water 
conservation and for state 
parks and historic sites for 
the next 10 years, Barry 
County voters cast 5,720 
in favor (78%) and 1,582 
against (22%). Statewide, 
it was approved by an 
82%-18% margin.

On Amendment 2, 
to require the Jackson 
County assessor to be an 
elected position, Barry 
County voters cast 5,418 
in favor (76%) and 1,707 
against (24%). Statewide, 
it was approved by a 77%-
23% margin.

On Amendment 4, to 
require the majority of vot-
ers from each congressio-
nal district to approve ini-
tiative petitions to amend 
the constitution and other 
provisions, Barry County 
voters cast 5,701 against 
(77%) and 1,669 in favor 
(23%). Statewide, it failed 
by an 80%-20% margin.

On Amendment 5, to 
phase out the individual 
income tax based on reve-
nue growth and make other 
tax-related changes, Barry 
County voters cast 6,170 
against (84%) and 1,213 in 
favor (16%). Statewide, it 
failed by an 83%-17% mar-
gin.

Election: Bond, tax issues pass for Central Crossing fire, Seligman fire, Butterfield    
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1A

Michelle Dewalt, of Cassville, fills out her ballot in the Primary Election on Aug. 4, voting 
at the Family Life Center. By noon, more than 650 cast votes at the precinct, and more 
than 1,200 had cast votes by the day’s end. Kyle Troutman/ktroutman@cassville-democrat.com
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Kids' Columns

Why did the soccer  player bring string  to the game?

Q:

A: So he could tie the score.

When do you stop  

at green and go at red?Q:

A: When you’re eating  

a watermelon.

Material for your 
weekly game page

Mr. H needs to find his way through 
the clouds to reach his HELICOPTER;  
can you help him?

What goes up and down  
but doesn’t move?Q:

A: The temperature.

COMPLETE EACH GRID WITH NUMBERS  
FROM 1 TO 4, KEEPING IN MIND THAT:
- a number can only appear once per row 
- a number can only appear once per column
- a number can only appear once in each 
 box of 4 squares

FINISH

START
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ANSWER: 3 + 7

What do you call a  duck that gets all A’s?
Q:

A: A wise quacker.

How do you stop  

an astronaut’s baby  

from crying?Q:

A: Rocket.

Material for your 
weekly game page

How do you talk  
to a giant?Q:

A: Use big words.

1 2 3

4 65

7 8 9

DRAW THE MIRROR IMAGE OF THE PICTURE YOU SEE

We are your locally owned funeral home and crematory, 
striving to treat everyone like family.

WE HAVE THE ONLY PET CREMATORY IN THE AREA.

196 Sale Barn Road 196 Sale Barn Road 
Cassville, Missouri • 417-847-8400Cassville, Missouri • 417-847-8400

Shell Knob residents call 417-858-8400Shell Knob residents call 417-858-8400
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  Freedom.Freedom. Freedom.
Find your

Freedom
Saving
Learning

Dreams
Grow
Community

Checking
Future

Can you find all 8 words?

WWW.FREEDOMBK.COM

Have A Great School Year!Have A Great School Year!

chad.yarnall@mofb.com

2026-2027 
School Supply Lists

Cassville Exeter

Purdy Southwest

Wheaton Monett

Shell Knob No. 78: The Alliance of Churches provides all supplies 
for Shell Knob No. 78. Students need only to purchase a backpack.

New school year,  
new screen time limits!

Many children and teenagers spend several hours a day in front of a com-
puter, tablet, gaming console, television or smartphone. Given that exces-
sive screen time can lead to sleep and attention disruptions, among other 
issues, it’s essential to find strategies to limit these problems before the new 
school year starts. Here are some tips.

As a parent, it’s up to you to establish clear, consistent rules regarding screen 
time. You might set a curfew on the use of electronic devices one hour before 
bedtime. Another option is to limit screen time for leisure activities to one 
hour a day during the week. Remember, to avoid conflict, don’t make these 
changes too abruptly. Instead, do it gradually to give your child time to adjust 
to the new rules.

To make the adjustment easier, offer your child plenty of other entertainment 
options as alternatives to their devices. Sports, board games, reading, crafts, 
hiking or playing a musical instrument — the possibilities are endless!

Finally, remember that most children take their cues from their parents. The 
restrictions you set for your children will have much less impact if you’re always 
glued to your screens. Healthy screen habits start with the example you set. 
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CASSVILLE • EXETER • WHEATON 
WWW. SBSWMO.COM

Proud 
supporter of 
Barry County 

schools!

SCHOOL!

Welcome
back to

Arning Companies is proud to support students and
families in Cassville as they head back to school. We
believe investing in our local schools and community

helps build a stronger future for everyone. 

We wish all  students, teachers, and families a safe,
successful, and exciting school year!

Serving You Since 1887Serving You Since 1887
100 W. 7th Street100 W. 7th Street

CassvilleCassville
417-847-3300417-847-3300

Bridgeway PlazaBridgeway Plaza
Shell KnobShell Knob

417-858-3747417-858-3747

www.willisinsured.comwww.willisinsured.com

www.barryelectric.com • 417-847-2131

Alcohol and drugs
How do you talk to your teens  

about substance use without lecturing?
School can sometimes be a place of intense 
peer pressure. Given the risks associated with 
alcohol, cannabis and other drugs, you need 
to be able to discuss substance use with your 
teenagers openly and constructively. With 
the new school year fast approaching, here 
are a few tips to help you get the conversation 
started.

PREPARE IN ADVANCE
Remember, you were young once, too! Just 
as you may have been hesitant to talk to your 
parents back then, your children may feel 
the same way. Discussing a sensitive topic 
like drugs can cause stress or a fear of being 
judged. Remember that, as a trusted figure 
for your teenagers, you may trigger emotional 
reactions when you broach the subject. 

Your own preconceptions about these 
substances may also influence the 
conversation. For example, if your teenager 
tells you they’ve tried cannabis, you may feel 
disappointed or angry. Brace yourself for the 
possibility of confronting uncomfortable 
realities. You’ll need to stay calm and keep an 
open mind as you hear your teenager out.

TAKING THE LEAD
If the situation allows, you can ask your 
child directly if they’ve ever used drugs and 
potentially follow up with questions like how 
it made them feel. The aim is to understand 
their experience, so encourage them to help 
you understand the reasons behind their 
choices. Did they do it because they were with 
friends? Was it a choice made simply out of 
curiosity? Were they looking for an aid to cope 
with stress? 

During the discussion, avoid using negative 
terms that might upset your children. 
Referring to people with descriptors like 
“drunk,” “drug addict” or “pothead” may 
alienate rather than promote connection. 
Watch their reactions so you can adjust 
your approach. Appeal to their critical 
thinking by letting them express their own 
understanding of the distinction between re­
sponsible and risky use.

Are you concerned about your teenager’s 
alcohol or drug use? Contact a local 
community health office or seek telephone or 
web resources for advice and information.
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Investment
opportunity
Investment
opportunity

businessbusiness
p r o j e c tp r o j e c t
business
p r o j e c t

Accredited,
Qualified, 

Institutional
Investors ... 

Clearvisionnew 
llc2@gmail.com

404.984.6681

contact clear vision

email

Call

Clear Vision New LLC is a modern 
leader in the entertainment industry, 
specializing in the funding, creation, 
marketing, distribution, and sale of 
entertainment content.

Beyond entertainment, we provide 
funding, investment, and acquisition 
services for companies across several 
key sectors, including professional 
sports, media, technology, healthcare, 
energy, agriculture, fund of funds, and 
real estate.

We actively enter into joint venture 
partnerships with accredited, 
qualified, and institutional investors 
to provide global financial backing 
and support across these industries.

*SAFE NOTE available to Accredited Investors.

$250,000 
minimum investment amount

UP TO 100% 
returns on investment roi

3 TO 9 MONTHS 
i n v e s t m e n t  t i m e  h o r i zo n
Clear Vision New llc, is a multifaceted organization dedicated to 
funding, creating, marketing, and distributing premier entertainment 
content. Beyond our core of entertainment operations, we actively 
invest in and acquire businesses across several key sectors. These 
sectors include media, professional sports, technology, healthcare, 
energy, agriculture, and real estate.

1) Nothing on this paid advertisement should be construed as an offer,invitation, or general solicitation to buy or sell any investment or securities, provide investment advisory services, offer personal recommendations, or engage in any transaction. Therefore, it should not be relied upon in connection with any investment decision. 
Information on this paid advertisement does not constitute financial, accounting, tax, legal, investment,consulting, or other professional advice or services. 2) Paid advertisement. Not an offer to sell or solicit securities. All investments involve risk, including loss of principal. The publisher does not endorse or guarantee this opportunity. 

FULL-SERVICE  CATERING, 
LUXURY PLANNING AND 
CONSULTING FOR:
weddings, corporate events, 
social gatherings, private parties, 
gala and black-tie formals, 
large sports and entertainment 
functions like NCAA college 
football, NBA, NFL, PGA tour, 
MLB, plus concerts, tours, 
college campus activites, music 
and film festivals, conventions, 
conferences, award shows and 
movie productions.

DIAMOND LEVEL CLIENTS
       $100,000,000 and up
       $50,000,000
       $20,000,000
       $10,000,000

PLATINUM LEVEL CLIENTS                      
       $5,000,000 and up 
       $2,000,000
       $1,000,000
       $500,000
       $250,000
       $100,000
       $50,000

Royal Living Royal Luxury offers full- 
service catering, luxury event planning, 
and consulting for high-net-worth 

clients. We specialize in weddings, corporate 
events, social gatherings, private parties, and Bar 
Mitzvahs.

Our comprehensive service packages 
range from $100,000 to over 
$100,000,000.

Please emailt us at Royallivingroyalluxury@gmail.com or call 
404-984-7110 to discuss your special event.

s u b m i t t e d  c o n t e n t

Nothing on this paid advertisement should be construed as an offer, invitation, or general solicitation to buy or sell any investment or securities, provide investment advisory services, offer personal recommendations, or engage in any transaction. 
Therefore, it should not be relied upon in connection with any investment decision. Information on this paid advertisement does not constitute financial, accounting, tax, legal, investment, consulting, or other professional advice or services.
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Cassville’s 
Briley 
Artherton 
sends a 
pass to a 
teammate in 
the district 
championship 
game against 
Nevada last 
season. Kyle 
Troutman/
ktroutman@cass-
ville-democrat.
com

Cassville’s Taylor Kennedy chases a steal in the district championship game against 
Nevada last season. Kyle Troutman/ktroutman@cassville-democrat.com

Cassville’s 
Aubrey Stoufer 
looks for room 
to get around 
her opponent 
in the district 
championship 
game against 
Nevada last 
season. Kyle 
Troutman/
ktroutman@cass-
ville-democrat.com

Year in Photos — Cassville girls basketball
Cassville’s Alex 
Holycross puts 
in a pair in the 
district cham-
pionship game 
against Nevada 
last season. Kyle 
Troutman/ktrout-
man@cassville-dem-
ocrat.com

Publisher’s note: Throughout the summer, the Cassville Democrat will feature the best unprinted photos from each team 
photographed during the 2025-2026 athletics seasons. — KT

Southwest’s Abi Hnem sets a ball for a teammate during a contest at Volleyfest last season. Kyle Troutman/ktroutman@cassville-democrat.com

Lone senior leads large group 
of juniors, 5 incoming freshmen

BY KYLE TROUTMAN
ktroutman@cassville-democrat.com

This year’s Lady Trojans will look 
different from the group that fin-
ished 12-19-3 a season ago.

Steve Voyak, Southwest volleyball 
coach, said graduation took away signifi-
cant production, and the roster now fea-
tures five freshmen expected to contribute 
immediately. While the inexperience cre-
ates challenges, Voyak believes the combi-
nation of veteran leadership and emerging 
talent gives Southwest an opportunity to 
be competitive by the time district play 
arrives.

“Our goals are to be competitive in the 
conference, win as many games as possi-
ble, get better with every touch of the ball 

and be ready to compete at a high level 
when district playoffs begin,” he said. “Our 
main points of emphasis are serve, serve 
reception, attacking the ball and commu-
nication. We need to be good at all of those 
things to be successful.”

The Lady Trojans will lean heavily on 
senior libero Olivia Hnem, who enters 
her third season as the varsity starter and 

is closing in on a milestone few players 
reach.

After recording 593 receptions and 
549 digs last season, Hnem is expected 
to collect her 1,000th career dig during 
Southwest’s opening match of the season. 
Her production is only part of what makes 
her valuable.

“Her positivity, leadership and energy 
help hold our team together, especially 
when we go through a rough patch,” Voyak 
said. “She has a season of club volleyball 
under her belt and now wants to play at 
the next level. She is a good leader, but I 
want to see her become a great leader.”

With a lineup expected to include sever-
al underclassmen, Voyak believes Hnem’s 

LADY EAGLES 
VOLLEYBALL 
What: Season begins on Aug. 28 
at Bronaugh, home opener Sept. 3 
against New Heights Christian
Returning: 8 letterwinners, led by 
strong group of juniors
Unique: No seniors on this year’s 
team

Senior-less 
Purdy sets 
sights on 

improvement
Purdy volleyball 

returns 8 letterwinners 
from last year’s 

8-win squad
BY KYLE TROUTMAN

ktroutman@cassville-democrat.com
The Purdy volleyball team is 

returning from an 8-20-1 season 
with an experienced core, a tal-
ented freshman class and a focus 
on raising the standard of play.

Barry Wheeler, Lady Eagles 
coach, said the squad has set its 
sights on improving in every facet 
of the game.

“Our goal is to increase our 
level of play by controlling the 
ball at a higher level and increas-
ing the championship level of our 
program,” he said.

Purdy returns eight letterwin-
ners, led by a strong junior class.

“Shelbie Patterson has a much 
improved level of blocking and 
attacking and a strong serving,” 
Wheeler said. “Kenzie Postlewait 
brings leadership, is a constant 
strong server and has a much 
improved level of defense. Chloe 
Prock is a tough server and solid 
defender, and Casey Henderson 
is a much improved defender.”

The sophomore class also 
returns with significant varsity 
experience.

“Lauren Lamp runs the offense 
and is a solid server,” Wheeler 
said. “Laney Lamp is a much 
improved attacker and defend-
er and a solid server. Abigail 
Schroeder brings leadership 

LADY TROJANS DIAL IN ON SKILLS

LADY TROJANS VOLLEYBALL 
What: Season begins at home on Sept. 1 
against Bronaugh
Returning: Multiple starters, including three-
year varsity starter and senior Olivia Hnem
More: Five incoming freshmen competing for 
playing time

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8BCONTINUED ON PAGE 8B
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theedison Company
808 Edison Rd., Cassville, MO 65625

417-846-0026

Fohn Funeral Home

Fohn, Cassville ~ McQueen, Wheaton

We are here to serve and help you in your time of need.

SERVING ALL FAITHS

K
Ken’s Collision

Center

712 W. 10th St.
Cassville, MO 65625

417-847-1200
www.kenscollisioncenter.com

Hwy. 248, Cassville, MO 65625

417-847-4791

417-835-3465
Propane • Farm Diesel • Feed • Fertilizer

Monett Plant
Monett, Mo.

417-236-3140
Supporting local
churches and our
Tyson chaplains.

407 E. Hwy 248 • Cassville, MO
www.throgers.com

417-847-2123

CHURCH DIRECTORY
ANGLICAN

ST. MARY MAGDALENE
205 Commercial St., Exeter

835-2102

ASSEMBLY OF GOD
FIRST ASSEMBLY OF GOD
Bus. Rt. 37 N., Cassville

671-8131
ASSEMBLY OF GOD

RR 1, Box 1158, Seligman
662-3333

ASSEMBLY OF GOD
Front & Pierce, Exeter

835-4492
BRIDGEWAY ASSEMBLY OF GOD

Hwy. 39 N., Shell Knob
858-3770

FIRST ASSEMBLY OF GOD
209 W. Jefferson, Purdy

442-3898
OK ASSEMBLY OF GOD

6121 Hwy. 90, Washburn, Mo. 
737-9477.

RIDGLEY ASSEMBLY OF GOD
16544 FR 1027, Exeter

846-3513

BAPTIST
BETHLEHEM FREEWILL BAPTIST

Jct. 76 & JJ Highway
Rocky Comfort
BIBLE BAPTIST

Fasco Rd., Cassville
847-4871

BUTTERFIELD FIRST BAPTIST
10901 Walnut St., Butterfield

442-7887
CALVARY BAPTIST CHURCH

Exeter, Mo.
665-1295

CARR LANE SOUTHERN BAPTIST
P.O. Box 69, Eagle Rock

870-577-6025
CORINTH SOUTHERN BAPTIST

AA Hwy., Cassville
847-4165

EMMANUEL SOUTHERN BAPTIST
821 Old Exeter Rd., Cassville

847-3239
FIRST BAPTIST

Hwy. YY, Shell Knob
858-3496

FIRST BAPTIST
117 W. Garber St., Fairview

FIRST BAPTIST

602 West. St., Cassville
847-2965

FIRST BAPTIST
Wheaton

FIRST SOUTHERN BAPTIST
Exeter, 835-5433

FIRST SOUTHERN BAPTIST
104 W. Hwy. J, Golden

271-3605
GRACE BAPTIST CHURCH

14970 F.R. 1150, Cassville, Mo.
GRACE COMMUNITY  

FELLOWSHIP
P.O. Box 352, Shell Knob

858-6868
GRACE SOUTHERN BAPTIST

1/2 mi. off 248 corner of FR 2150 & 1150, 
Cassville; 847-4691

HIS WAY FELLOWSHIP
Highway 62, 1 mi. N. of Garfield

847-9289
MINERAL SPRINGS BAPTIST
HC #64, Cassville; 846-1115

MISSION SOUTHERN BAPTIST
RR 1, Washburn

826-5232
MT. OLIVE SOUTHERN BAPTIST

F.R. 2188, Cassville, 417-847-1245
MT. ZION BAPTIST

Hwy. 37 S., Washburn
826-5840

NEW HOPE BAPTIST
3 mi. W. of 37 on W Hwy. 

then 3/4 mi. N. to FR 1052, Exeter
652-3885

OAK RIDGE  
MISSIONARY BAPTIST

16722 State Hwy. 248, Cassville
Pastor- 501-538-6261
Local- 417-847-4597

PLEASANT HILL BAPTIST
RR 1, Box 1710, Washburn

435-2319
PURDY FIRST BAPTIST

3rd & Washington St., Purdy
442-7435

SHILOH BAPTIST
Hwy. 248, Jenkins

574-6466
PROSPERITY BAPTIST CHURCH

Rocky Comfort
PRAIRIE HILL BAPTIST

RR 1, Box 1956, Washburn
826-5158

RIDGLEY BAPTIST CHURCH
Rt. 1, Box 931, Exeter

652-7884
ROARING RIVER BAPTIST

HC #881 - Hwy. 86, Eagle Rock
271-3142

ROCK SPRINGS BAPTIST
RR 1, Seligman; 826-5770

SOLID ROCK SOUTHERN BAPTIST CHURCH
Rt. 1, Exeter, 652-3592

VICTORY BAPTIST CHURCH
Business 37 N., Cassville

826-5295
VIOLA BAPTIST

Hwy. 39, Shell Knob
858-2597

WASHBURN FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
618 N. 2nd Street, Washburn

826-5000
WAYMARK CHURCH
2581 State Hwy 37

235-7466
WHEATON FIRST BAPTIST
Hwy. 86 & Hwy. A, Wheaton

652-3898
WHEATON SOUTHERN BAPTIST
11676 State Hwy. 86, Wheaton

PO Box 175, 652-3186

CATHOLIC
HOLY FAMILY PARISH
Hwy. 39-30, Shell Knob

858-2518
ST. EDWARD PARISH
107 17th St., Cassville

847-4948

CHURCH OF CHRIST
CASSVILLE CHURCH OF CHRIST

404 State Hwy 248 Cassville, MO, 65625
Normal worship time, 10 a.m.

916-539-4708
cassvillechurchofchrist.com

CHURCH OF CHRIST
Hwy. 90 E., Washburn

826-5890
CHURCH OF CHRIST

39 Lake Rd., Shell Knob
858-3839

CHURCH OF CHRIST
Goosetree Hwy. 86, Wheaton

652-3873
CHURCH OF CHRIST

1104 Mill St., Cassville
847-2374 

CHURCH OF GOD 
APOSTOLIC FAITH

GOLDEN CHURCH OF GOD

Hwy. 86, Golden
271-3134

SPIRITUAL STREAMS  
FELLOWSHIP

Hwy. 112, Cassville
846-6339

EPISCOPAL
ST. THOMAS Á BECKET

Hwy. 112 and State Hwy. AA, Cassville
846-2155

LUTHERAN
COMMUNITY LUTHERAN

Hwy. 86, Eagle Rock
271-4383

PEACE LUTHERAN
N. Hwy. 39, Shell Knob

858-3900

METHODIST
ALL FAITH UNITED METHODIST

Hwy. 86, Eagle Rock
271-3737

CASSVILLE UNITED METHODIST
7th & Gravel, Cassville

847-2328
UNITED METHODIST
Hwy. YY, Shell Knob

858-6707
WASHBURN UNITED METHODIST

Washburn
Corner of 1st and North, Washburn
WHEATON UNITED METHODIST

101 Santee St., Wheaton
652-3858

THE CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST 
OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS

CASSVILLE BRANCH
3426 County Farm Road

Sunday, 10 a.m.
417-986-3161

NAZARENE
CHURCH OF THE NAZARENE
Business Hwy. 37 N., Cassville

417-619-1498

PENTECOSTAL
LIGHTHOUSE PENTECOSTAL
Hwy. 86 & P St., Eagle Rock

271-4929

NEW LIFE TEMPLE
Business Hwy. 37 N., Cassville

847-3064
GRACE POINT FELLOWSHIP
Washburn Community Building

479-366-2561
NEW LIFE TABERNACLE

30755 State Hwy. 37, Seligman
662-0076

PRESBYTERIAN
TRINITY PRESBYTERIAN
Hwy. 39 N., Shell Knob

858-3902
WALDENSIAN PRESBYTERIAN

1 mi. S. of Monett
235-3337

OTHER
BELIEVERS FULL GOSPEL  

FELLOWSHIP
1st. & South St., Washburn

826-5875
BLESSING HEIGHTS  
WORSHIP CENTER

1107 Farm Rd., Cassville
847-4061

CASSVILLE SDA
Old Exeter Rd. & Hwy. 37, Cassville

847-3622
BODY OF CHRIST

Wheaton, 417-652-3709
COMMUNITY FAITH CHAPEL

13372 State Hwy. 248, Cassville
847-4643

GOD’S HEALING CENTER
Seligman, 662-3118

EAGLE ROCK  
COMMUNITY CHURCH

Hwy. 86, Eagle Rock
342-0516

FIRST CHRISTIAN
Hwy. 39 N., Shell Knob

858-8200
FIRST CHRISTIAN

Old Exeter Rd. & Hwy. 37, Cassville
847-2460

GOD’S HEALING CENTER
Seligman, 662-3118

LAKESIDE CHRISTIAN CHURCH
22321 Oak Ridge Drive, Shell Knob

278-6674
OZARK CHRISTIAN CHURCH

Hwy. 37, N. of Purdy
442-3361

REAL LIFE WORSHIP CENTER
709 W. 10th St., Cassville

Everybody likes clean!
Two convenient locations

to better serve you!
Across fromWalmart

Supercenter
Old Exeter Rd. &
Hwy. 76/112

417-846-3711

417-847-2141

PLACE YOUR 
AD HERE 

$10.50 per week! 
Call our office at 417-847-2610 to get started!

This devotional and directory is made possible by these businesses who encourage all to attend worship services.

CASSVILLE AREA DEVOTIONAL PAGE

BIBLE VERSE: 
“God is our refuge and strength, an ever-present help in trouble.”

— PSALM 46:1

34 Main St., Cassville • www.pizzahut.com
417-847-5503

PLACE YOUR 
AD HERE 

$10.50 per week! 
Call our office at 417-847-2610 to get started!
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LOST AND FOUND: To the 
lady that helped me when I fell in 
the street in Cassville, please call 
me. I think you have my car keys. 
Karen, 316-755-6043. 

SEEKING HOUSING: Retired 
man, good health, clean and quiet 
seeks sleeping room or basement/
garage apartment. Easy-going and 
able to help with yard and house 
chores. References available on 
request. Call Steve at 417-896-
0015. 

FREE KITTENS: To good 
home, 4 months old. In Cassville. 
Call 479-502-7117.

Pets

Miscellaneous

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT 
OF BARRY COUNTY, 

MISSOURI

JARED KING 
PLAINTIFF, 
VS. 
JUSTIN KING 
DEFENDANT. 
CASE NO. 24BR-

CC00002

NOTICE OF SHERIFF’S 
SALE IN PARTITION

By virtue and authority 
of a certified Copy of an 
Interlocutory Judgment and 
Order of Sale in Partition 
issued out of the office of the 
Clerk of the Circuit Court of 
Barry County, Missouri, on 
the 6th day of June, 2025, 
in the above-captioned 
cause, wherein the Court 
found that the real estate 
hereinafter described cannot 
be divided in kind without 
great prejudice to the owners 
thereof, and directed the 
undersigned Sheriff of Barry 
County, Missouri, to sell said 
real estate at public venue to 
the highest bidder for cash.

NOTICE IS HEREBY 
GIVEN that I, the undersigned 
Sheriff of Barry County, 
Missouri, will on the17th day 
of August 2026, at 1:00 p.m., 
at the East Front Door of the 
Barry County Courthouse, 
located at 700 Main Street, 

SPECIAL NOTICE
IMPORTANT INFORMATION: Please 
check your ad the first day of publication. 
If it contains an error, report it to the Cass-
ville Democrat. Errors will be corrected, 
and credit will be issued for the first day of 
publications only. The Cassville Democrat 
shall not be liable for any loss or expense 
that results from the publication (whether 
published correctly or not) or omission of 
an advertisement.

in the City of Cassville, Barry 
County, Missouri, sell at 
public auction to the highest 
bidder for cash (or certified 
funds), all the right, title, and 
interest of the parties to said 
suit in and to the following 
described real estate, 
situated in the County of 
Barry, State of Missouri, to-
wit:

Tract 1: Lot Fifteen, Block 
Five in Chain-o-Lakes 
Subdivision No. 2, Barry 
County, Missouri,

as per the recorded Plat 
thereof; and Tract 2: Lot 
Seventeen in Block Five in 
Chain-o-Lakes Subdivision 
No. 2, Barry County, 
Missouri, as per the recorded 
plat thereof, situated in the 
County of Barry, Missouri.

Parcel ID/Tax ID Number: 
2 9 - 6 . 0 - 1 4 - 0 0 2 - 0 0 6 -
0007.000/3-1254-0

Commonly known as: 
27274 Hickory Drive, Eagle 
Rock, Missouri

Terms of Sale: Cash 
payable at the time of 
sale. The sale is subject to 
confirmation by the Circuit 
Court of Barry County, 
Missouri.

Given under my hand this 
9th day of July 2026.

Danny Boyd 
Sheriff of Barry County, 

Missouri
1st insertion 07/22/26
28-31

—————

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT 
OF BARRY COUNTY, 

MISSOURI
AT CASSVILLE

FREEDOM BANK OF 
SOUTHERN MISSOURI,

Plaintiff,
vs.
CHRISTOPHER R. ROSS,
Defendant
Case No. 22BR-CC00048

NOTICE OF SHERIFF’S 
SALE

By virtue and authority of a 
Writ of Execution issued from 
the office of the Clerk of the

Circuit Court of Barry 
County, Missouri at Cassville, 
Missouri: Take notice that on 
August 17, 2026 at 1:00 pm 
the Sheriff of Barry County, 
Missouri, will sell al the East 
Door of the Barry County 
Courthouse in Cassville, 
Missouri, to the highest 
bidder for cash, all right, title, 
interest of the above-named 
Christopher R. Ross and 
Jackie Ross and in and to the 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 4B

real property described as:
The West half of the 

Northwest Quarter A/VD the 
Northwest Quarter of the 
Southwest

Quarter of Section Twenty-
two (22), Township Twenty-
three (23), Range Twenty-
nine (29), Barry County, 
Missouri. EXCEPT a tract of 
land described as follows: 
Beginning ai the Southeast 
corner of the Northwest 
Quarter of the Southwest 
Quarter, thence North

1448 feet, thence running 
West 900 feet, thence 
running South 1448 feet, 
thence East 900 feet to the 
point of beginning.

situate in the County of 
Barry, State of Missouri, to 
satisfy said execution and 
costs.

Dated: July 8, 2026
Published in the Cassville 

Democrat on: 
July 15, 22, 29, 
August 5 and 12, 2026.
DANNY BOYD,
Barry County Sheriff
1st insertion 07/15/26
27-31

—————

NOTICE OF SHERIFF’S 
SALE

By virtue of an execution 
issued by the Office of 
the Circuit Clerk of Stone 
County, Missouri, arising out 
of a judgment entered by 
the Circuit Court of Stone 
County, Missouri, in Case 
No. 25SN-CC00164, and to 
me, as sheriff, directed and 
delivered, in favor of the 
plaintiff Nationstar Mortgage 
LLC and against the 
defendants Amber Atkisson, 
et al., I have levied upon and 
seized all of the right, title, 
interest, and estate of the 
defendant Amber Atkisson, in 
and to the following described 
real estate, situate in Stone 
County, Missouri, to wit:

All of Lots Six (6) and 
Seven (7), Walker Olde 
Towne Addition Phase I, 
according to the recorded 
Plat thereof, in Book 20, 
Page 38, Stone County 
Recorder’s Office, Stone 
County, Missouri, commonly 
known as 403 Kadee Dr., 
Crane, MO 65633

which I shall expose at 
public sale to the highest 
bidder for certified funds on 
the 17th day of August, 2026, 
at 10:30 a.m. at the North 
Front Door of the Stone 
County Courthouse located 
in Galena, Missouri to satisfy 
said judgment and costs.

Date: June 26, 2026 Doug 
Rader, Sheriff of Stone 
County, Missouri

1st insertion 07/22/26
28-31

—————

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT 
OF BARRY COUNTY, 

MISSOURI AT CASSVILLE
CITY OF CASSVILLE,

Plaintiff,
Vs.
WILLIAM J. HENBEST, 
and his Unknown Heirs, 

Grantees, Devisees, 
Successors, Consorts, and 
Assigns,

CHARLES H. LANEY, and 
his

Unknown Heirs, Grantees, 
Devisees.

Successors, Consorts, and 
Assigns, and

CHARLA MURPHY,
Defendants.

NOTICE UPON ORDER 
FOR PUBLICATION OF 

NOTICE
THE STATE OF MISSOURI 

TO.

Defendants, 
26BR-CC00116
William J. Henbest and 

Charles H., Lancy, their 
unknown heirs, grantees, 
devisees successors, 
consorts and assigns.

YOU ARE HEREBY 
NOTIFIED that an action has 
been commenced against 
you in the Circuit Court for 
the County of Barry, Missouri, 
the object and general nature 
of which is for pursuance 
and condemnation for the 
following described property 
in Barry County, Missouri:

All of Lots Four (4), Five (5) 
Six (6). Seven (7). Eight (8) 
and Nine (9) 

Block Four (4) Smith and 
Hayes Addition to the City of 
Cassville, Missouri.

The names of all the 
parties to said suit are stated 
above in the caption hereof 
and the

same and address of the 
attorney for Plaintiffs is 

Cordelia F. Herrin. P.O. 
Box 276, 

702 West Street, Cassville 
MO 65625.

YOU ARE FURTHER 
NOTIFIED that, unless 
you file an answer or other 
pleading or

shall otherwise appear and 
defend against the aforesaid 
Petition within 45 days after 
the 5th day of August, 2026, 
judgment by default will be 
rendered against you.

IT IS ORDERED that a 
copy hereof be published 
according to law in the 
Cassville Democrat a 
newspaper of general 
circulation published in the 
County of Barry, State of 
Missouri.

A true copy from the 
record.

WITNESS my hand and 
seal of the Circuit Court this 
29th day of July, 2026.

CRAIG WILLIAMS, 
Circuit Clerk, 
By Kami Stanton
Clerk

1st Publication: 
August 5. 2026
2nd Publication: 
August 12, 2026
3rd Publication: 
August 19. 2026
4th Publication: 
August 26, 2026
1st Insertion 08/05/26
30-33

—————

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT 
OF BARRY COUNTY, 

MISSOURI
AT CASSVILLE

In the Matter of:
L. J. M.

A female minor child.
Estate No. 
25BR-DR00142

NOTICE UPON ORDER 
FOR SERVICE BY 

PUBLICATION

The State of Missouri to 
Chloe Miles natural mother 
and the natural father Joseph 
Hall:

You are hereby notified 
that an action has been 
commenced against you in 
the Circuit

Court of the County of 
Barry, State of Missouri, 
the object and general 
nature of which is Petition 
for Termination of Parental 
Rights and Adoption.

The names of all parties to 
the said suit are stated above 
in the caption hereof and the 
name and address of the 
attorney for petitioner is 

James J. Randall, 
405 Broadway, 
P.O. Box 151, Monett, MO 

65708.
You are further notified 

that, unless you file an 
answer or pleading or shall 
otherwise appear and defend 
against the aforesaid petition 
within forty-five (45) days 
after the 5th day of AUGUST, 
2026, judgment by default 
will be rendered against you.

It is ordered that a 
copy hereof be published 
according to law in The 
Cassville Democrat,

a newspaper of general 
circulation published in the 
County of Barry, State of 

Missouri.
Witness my hand and seal 

of the Circuit Court, State of 
Missouri, the 28th day of July, 
2026.

Craig Williams 
Circuit clerk
By KATIE CORREIA
D/C
First Publication: 
AUGUST 05, 2026
Second Publication: 
AUGUST 12, 2026
Third Publication: 
AUGUST 19, 2026
Fourth Publication: 
AUGUST 26, 2026
1st insertion 08/05/26
30-33

—————

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT 
OF BARRY COUNTY, 

MISSOURI AT CASSVILLE

In re THE MARRIAGE OF:
VUE VANCHAL,
Petitioner,
and
PA HOUA VUE,
Respondent. 
Case No. 
26BR-DR00105

NOTICE UPON ORDER 
FOR SERVICE BY 

PUBLICATION

THE STATE OF MISSOURI 
TO: 

The Respondent PA HOUA 
VUE

You are hereby notified 
that an action has been 
commenced against you in 
the Circuit Court of Barry 

HUGE SALE
Farm Road 1240, across from Beaver 

Storage in Golden. Every Fri. & Sat. in Sept. 
from 9 am - 3 pm. Everything must go.

WIC NUTRITIONIST 
FULL-TIME

The Barry County Health Department 
is seeking a full-time non-exempt 
WIC Nutritionist to join our Women, 

Infants, and Children (WIC) team. The 
successful candidate will provide nutrition 

education and counseling to pregnant 
and postpartum women, infants, and 

children while promoting healthy lifestyles 
and breastfeeding support. Minimum 

qualifications apply. Complete job 
description, qualifications, application, and 
instructions for applying are available on 
our website: www.barrycountyhealth.com

Applications will be accepted until the 
position is filled. Barry County Health 
Department is an Equal Opportunity 

Employer.

REALTY & AUCTION SERVICE, INC.

Auctioneer:
Donnie Stumpff 
MO & AR State Cham-
pion Auctioneer 
#1409 | PB00051442

Auctioneer:
Parker Stumpff 

AR State Champion 
Auctioneer 

#2352
 417-847-2507

www.stumpffauction.com

REAL ESTATE AUCTION
Friday, August 14, 2026 — 1 PM

Location: Cassville, MO. From Cassville, MO go East on Hwy 248, 5.2 miles then turn right on 
FR 2150. Go 1.5 miles, turn left on FR 2155 go 2/10 mile. Stay straight on dead end road. Last 

home on left. (16457 FR 2162, Cassville MO)

Real Estate: 2017 Double wide home, 1568 sq ft, 3 bedroom, 2 bath. Enter this home under a big covered front deck 
into a nice size living room, with ceiling fan & large windows. Open floor plan, open to the kitchen and dining area. The 
kitchen features SS dishwasher, double SS sink, Frigidaire cook stove, Frigidaire Refrigerator/Freezer, granite top kitchen 
island & lots of cabinets. Just off the kitchen is the utility room/pantry with a door leading out back. The master bedroom 
has large windows, master bathroom with nice onyx step in shower & walk in closets & windows and  shared full bath-
room. Outside Amenities: Covered front deck, small back deck, nice little shop/one car garage with concrete floor, elec-
tric & a lean to on each end. Also, a nice storage shed to be sold separate. All this on a beautiful country setting, 2 ac m/l.
Note: Country living, close to Cassville, great views of the country, quiet, at the end of a dead end road, very clean, well 
maintained, home and small detached garage/shop with option to buy nice storage shed being auctioned off right after 
the real estate. Real Estate Terms: Qualified buyers only w/pre-approved bank letter of approval. Nonrefundable 10% 
paid day of auction w/balance due in cash or certified funds within 30-45 days. Buyers and sellers will be responsible for 
their own portion of their closing cost. Taxes will be prorated to the date of close. Sells as is where is with no warranties 
or guarantees. Bidders, buyers, or agent of the buyer is responsible for conducting own inspection of property prior to 
auction and should rely solely upon their own due diligence and inspection. This property is offered with absolutely no 
contingencies of any kind, no contingencies on financing, surveys, appraisals, or final walk throughs. Seller has the right 
to accept or reject final bid. A 10% buyer’s premium will apply on Real Estate. Any announcements made day of auction 
supersede any and all printed material.

Owners: Lance & Kayla Larson

HELP WANTED 
PART-TIME POLICE OFFICER

The City of Washburn is accepting 
applications for the position of a Part-

Time Police Officer.
Requirements:

• Current Missouri POST certification.
• Valid driver’s license.

• Ability to work flexible hours, including 
evenings and weekends.

• Must pass required background check.

Applications may be submitted in person 
to Washburn City Hall, 321 Main Street, 

Washburn, MO 65772, or emailed to 
cityofwashburn39@gmail.com.

For questions, please contact Washburn 
City Hall at (417) 826-5242.

Lost and Found

Housing Sought

HUGE GARAGE SALE
Lots of great stuff — tools, antique 

furnishings, and more.
Friday, Aug. 14 to Saturday, Aug. 16.

8 a.m. to dusk.
16384 Farm Road 2162, Cassville, MO, 6 

miles outside of Cassville on Highway 248.
REALTY & AUCTION SERVICE, INC.

Auctioneer:
Donnie Stumpff 
MO & AR State Cham-
pion Auctioneer 
#1409 | PB00051442

Auctioneer:
Parker Stumpff 

AR State Champion 
Auctioneer 

#2352
 417-847-2507

www.stumpffauction.com

2 AUCTIONS - SAME DAY
DAY 1 OF 3-DAY FARM & BUSINESS AUCTIONS

Thursday, Aug. 20, 2026 — 10 AM & 2 PM
Locations: 10:00 AM Location: Aurora, MO. (29 North Elliott St, Aurora MO)
2:00 PM Location: Marionville, MO. (501 S. Frisco Ste B, Marionville MO)

CONSTRUCTION ITEMS -BATH TUBS - CABINETS - 
DOORS - FORK LIFTS - GENERATOR

Note: Both of these locations will have a lot of construction items new and used. Lots of walk in tubs & accessories, 
forklifts, a really nice old time safe, much much more. 10:00 AM Aurora, 2:00 PM Marionville. Bring your trucks & trailers 
and don’t forget this is a 3 day auction for the Gold’s. With the dispersal of farm equipment, cargo vans, misc box trucks, 
campers & more on Friday and then on Saturday the rental store dispersal in Marionville, formerly Rural Missouri Rental, 
selling Real Estate, trucks, skid steer, lifts, trailers, tools, mini X, attachments & much more. Terms: Cash, good check with 
bank letter of credit or credit card. Credit cards will have a 5% convenience fee. If paying with a check, a bank letter of 
credit will be needed to remove any large items. Some of the larger items will sell with reserve. All sells as is where is with 
no warranty or guarantee expressed or implied. Any announcements day of sale supersede any and all printed material.

** See Full Listing at https://www.stumpffauction.com**
Owner: Clay & Kerry Gold
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Trustee’s Sales

NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S 
SALE

Default having been made 
in the payment of that certain 
note secured by Deed of 
Trust executed by 

Jonathan L. Reed 
And Amber R. Reed, 
Husband And Wife, 
dated 11/8/2021, recorded 

on 11/9/2021, as Instrument 
No. 202107685, in Book 21, 
Page 7569, Rerecorded on 
2/14/2022 as Book No. 22, 
Page 958, Office of Recorder 
of Deeds, Barry County, 
Missouri. The Successor 
Trustee will on 8/31/2026, 
between the hours of 9:00 
o’clock A.M. and 5:00 P.M. 
more particularly at 1:15 PM, 
at the East Door of the Court 
House, City of Cassville, Barry 
County, 102 West Street, 
Suite 2, Cassville, Missouri 

65625, sell at public venue to 
the highest bidder for cash, 
the following real estate:

ALL OF THE WEST 
SIXTY-TWO AND ONE-
HALF (62 1/2) FEET OF THE 
FOLLOWING

DESCRIBED TRACT OF 
LAND, TO-WIT: BEGINNING 
TWO HUNDRED SEVENTY 
(270) FEET

EAST OF THE 
NORTHWEST CORNER OF 
OUT LOT NUMBER THIRTY-
EIGHT (38) IN THE

CITY OF CASSVILLE, 
MISSOURI, LOCATED 
IN THE NORTHEAST 
QUARTER OF THE

NORTHEAST QUARTER 
OF SECTION TWENTY-
NINE (29), TOWNSHIP 
TWENTY-THREE

(23), RANGE TWENTY-
SEVEN (27), BARRY 
COUNTY, MISSOURI, 
THENCE EAST ONE

HUNDRED TWENTY-FIVE 

County, Missouri, the object 
and general nature of which 
is to obtain a Dissolution of 
Marriage.

The names of all parties 
to said action are stated 
above in the caption hereof 
and the name and address 
of the attorney for Petitioner 
is Blake B. Fields of the Law 
Office of 

Blake B. Fields, LLC, 
605 Main Street, Cassville, 

Missouri 65625.
You are further notified that, 

unless you file an answer or 
other pleading or otherwise 
appear and defend against 
this action within forty-five 
(45) days after AUGUST 05. 
2026, judgment by default 
will be entered against you.

IT IS ORDERED that a 
copy hereof be published 
according to law in the 
Cassville Democrat, a 
newspaper of general 
circulation published in the 
County of Barry, State of 
Missouri.

A true copy from the record.
Witness my hand and the 

seal of the Circuit Court this 
28th day of JULY 2026

Dated: JULY 28, 2026
Craig Williams 
CIRCUIT CLERK
BY KATIE CORREIA/DC
First Publication:
AUGUST 05, 2026
Second Publication: 
AUGUST 12, 2026
Third Publication: 
AUGUST 19, 2026
Fourth Publication: 
AUGUST 26. 2026
1st insertion 08/05/26
30-33

—————

NOTICE OF PUBLIC 
HEARING

South Barry County 
Hospital District of Barry 
County will hold a public 
hearing to adopt their 2026 
tax rate. The meeting will 
be held at Mercy Hospital 
Cassville at 12:00 p.m. on 
Tuesday, August 25, 2026.

The 2026 Current Year 
Assessed Valuations are:

Real Estate - $ 319,761,140
Personal Property - $ 

115,726,609
Total Valuation - $ 

435,487,749
The 2025 Prior Year 

Assess Valuations were:
Real Estate - $ 312,035,086
Personal Property - $ 

111,215,742
Total Valuation - $ 

423,250,828
The 2025 Tax Rate Ceiling 

was .0879. 
The 2026 Tax Rate Ceiling 

is .0879.
Only insertion 08/12/26
31

—————

NOTICE OF PUBLIC 
HEARING

ROAD & BRIDGE TAX 
LEVY

Flat Creek Special Road 
District of Barry County will 
hold a special public hearing 
to adopt their 2026 tax rate. 
The meeting will be held at 
Flat Creek Road Barn, Hwy 
37 & Rodeo Road at 5:00 pm 
on Wednesday, August 26, 
2026.

The 2025 Assessed 
Valuations were: 

$ 71,674,837 Real Estate; 
$27,522,032 Personal 

Property; 
$99,196,869 Total 

Valuation.
The 2026 Assessed 

Valuations are:
$ 72,943,843 Real Estate; 
$27,810,559 Personal 

Property; 
$100,754,402 Total 

Valuation.
The 2025 Tax Rate Ceiling 

was 0.1535. 
The 2026 Tax Rate Ceiling 

is 0.1535.
The Special Road & Bridge 

2025 Assessed Valuations 
were: 

$ 71,674,837 Real Estate; 
$27,522,032 Personal 

Property; 
$99,196,869 Total 

Valuation.
The 2026 Assessed 

Valuations are: 
$ 72,943,843 Real Estate; 
$27,810,559 Personal 

Property; 
$100,754,402 Total 

Valuation.
The 2025 Tax Rate Ceiling 

was 0.1360. 
The 2026 Tax Rate Ceiling 

is 0.1360.
Only insertion 08/12/26
31

—————

NOTICE OF PUBLIC 
HEARING

ROAD & BRIDGE TAX 
LEVY

McDonald Road District 
of Barry County will hold 
a special public hearing to 
adopt their 2026 tax rate. 
The meeting will be held 
at McDowell Community 
Church at 6:00 pm on 
Monday, August 24, 2026.

The 2025 Assessed 
Valuations were: 

$ 4,596,836 Real Estate; 
$1,559,291 Personal 

Property; 
$6,156,127 Total Valuation.
The 2026 Assessed 

Valuations are: 
$ 4,752,941 Real Estate; 
$1,619,630 Personal 

Property; 
$6,372,571 Total Valuation.
The 2025 Tax Rate Ceiling 

was 0.1646. 
The 2026 Tax Rate Ceiling 

is 0.1650.
Only insertion 08/12/26
31

Probate

IN THE 39TH JUDICIAL 
CIRCUIT, BARRY COUNTY, 

MISSOURI
JUDGE OR DIVISION: 

PROBATE 

In the Estate of 
COY E CUMMINS, 
Deceased. 
Case Number: 
26BR-PR00089

NOTICE OF LETTERS 
OF ADMINISTRATION 

GRANTED
(SUPERVISED 

ADMINISTRATION)

To All Persons Interested 
in the Estate of 

COY E CUMMINS, 
Decedent:
On JULY 13, 2026, the 

following individual was 
appointed the personal 
representative of the estate 
of COY E CUMMINS, 
decedent, by the Probate 
Division of the Circuit Court 
of Barry County, Missouri. 

The personal 
representative’s name and 
business address is: 

JOCELYN A CUMMINS, 
PO BOX CASSVILLE, MO 

65625
The personal 

representative’s attorney’s 
name, business address and 
phone number is: 

HARRY DANIEL 
SCHWARTZ, 

702 WEST ST, 
PO BOX 276, 
CASSVILLE, MO 65625, 
417-847-2734.
All creditors of said 

decedent are notified to file 
claims in court within six 
months from the date of the 
first  publication of this notice 
or if a copy of this notice 
was mailed to, or served 
upon, such creditor by the  
personal representative, 
then within two months from 
the date it was mailed or 
served, whichever is later, 
or be forever barred to the 
fullest extent permissible by 
law. Such six-month period 
and such two-month period 
do not extend the limitation 
period that would bar claims 
one year after Decedent’s 
death, as provided in Section 
473.444, RSMo, or any other 
applicable limitation periods. 
Nothing in Section 473.033, 
RSMo, shall be construed 
to bar any action against a 
decedent’s liability insurance 
carrier through a defendant 
ad litem pursuant to Section 
537.021, RSMo.

 Date of the decedent’s 
death: 

25-JAN-2026
Date of first publication: 
JULY 29, 2026
Date of second publication: 
AUGUST 5, 2026
Date of third publication: 
AUGUST 12, 2026
Date of fourth publication: 
AUGUST 19, 2026
Craig Williams, 
Circuit Clerk 
By S. Parker, 
Probate Clerk
Receipt of this notice by 

mail should not be construed 
by the recipient to indicate 
that the recipient necessarily 
has a beneficial interest in the 
estate. The nature and extent 
of any person’s interest, if 
any, can be determined from 
the files and records of this 
estate in the Probate Division 
of the above referenced 
Circuit Court.

1st insertion 07/29/26
29-32

—————

THE CIRCUIT COURT 
PROBATE DIVISION 

BARRY COUNTY, 
MISSOURI

In the Estate of:

Lilly Petersen
Deceased.
Estate No. 
26BR-PR00002

NOTICE OF FILING OF 
FINAL SETTLEMENT 
AND PETITION FOR 

DISTRIBUTION 

TO ALL PERSONS 
INTERESTED IN THE 
ESTATE OF Lilly Petersen, 
Deceased:

You are hereby notified that 
the undersigned Personal 
Representative will file a Final 
Settlement and Petition for 
determination of the persons 
who are the successors in 
interest to the personal / real 
property of the decedent and 
of the extent and character of 
their interest therein and for 
distribution of such property, 
in the Probate Division of the 
Circuit Court of Barry County, 
Missouri, on July, 2026, or 
as may be continued by the 
Court, and that any objections 
or exceptions for such Final 
Settlement or Petition or 
any item thereof must be in 
writing and filed within twenty 
days after the filing of such 
Final Settlement.

James Randall
Attorney
1. Jarrell David Rhea
Personal Representative
405 E Broadway. Monett, 

Mo 65708
Address
Service of the within notice 

is acknowledged at
July 15.22, 29 and August 

5.2026
Dates of Publication
ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF 

SERVICE OF NOTICE
Monett on July 7, 2026.
PROOF OF MAILING OF 

COPY OF NOTICE OF FILING 
OF FINAL SETTLEMENT 
AND PETITION FOR 
DISTRIBUTION

Samantha Prescott, on 
that state(s) that a copy of 
the above Notice was mailed 
by the undersigned on July 7, 
2026

by ordinary mail, according 
to law, to:

Heirs
Kelly Rhea 236 South 485 

West, Providence, Ut 84332
Karren Stonehouse 5094 

FR 1090, Monett, Mo 65708

Kimberly Sprague PO Box 
97, Blue Grass Ia, 52726

Kurtis Stonehouse 9602 
Cypresss Brook Rd, Tampa 
Fl 33647

Kathryn Swanson 528 1” 
Ave, Silivis, II 61282

Kris Haley 2007 W George 
Washington, Davenport, la 
52804

The foregoing is made 
under oath or affirmation 
and its representations are 
true and correct to the best 
knowledge and belief of the 
undersigned, subject to the 
penalties of making a false 
affidavit or declaration.

1st insertion 7/29/26
29-32

—————

IN THE 39TH JUDICIAL 
CIRCUIT, BARRY COUNTY, 

MISSOURI
JUDGE OR DIVISION: 

PROBATE

In the Estate of GARTH 
REED, 

Deceased. 
Case Number: 26BR-

PR00098

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
(SMALL ESTATE)

To All Persons Interested in 
the Estate of 

GARTH REED, 
Decedent.
On JULY 28, 2026 a 

small estate affidavit was 
filed by the distributees for 
the decedent under Section 
473.097, RSMo, with the 
Probate Division of the Circuit 
Court of BARRY COUNTY 
Missouri.

All creditors of Decedent, 
who died on February 19, 
2026, are notified that 
Section 473.444, RSMo, sets 
a limitation period that would 
bar claims one year after the 
death of Decedent. A creditor 
may request that this estate 
be opened for administration.

Receipt of this notice 
should not be construed by 
the recipient to indicate that 
the recipient may possibly 
have a beneficial interest 
in the estate. The nature 
and extent of any person’s 
interest, if any, may possibly 
be determined from the 
affidavit on this estate filed 
in the Probate Division of 
the Circuit Court of BARRY 
COUNTY Missouri.

Date of first publication is 
AUGUST 12, 2026.

Date of second publication 
is AUGUST 19, 2026.

Craig Williams, 
Circuit Clerk 
by S. Parker, 
Probate Clerk 
1st insertion 8/12/26
31-32

REALTY & AUCTION SERVICE, INC.

Auctioneer:
Donnie Stumpff 
MO & AR State Cham-
pion Auctioneer 
#1409 | PB00051442

Auctioneer:
Parker Stumpff 

AR State Champion 
Auctioneer 

#2352
 417-847-2507

www.stumpffauction.com

AUCTION AUCTION AUCTION 
PARTIAL FARM DISPERSAL & BUSINESS DISPERSAL (DAY 2)

Friday, Aug. 21, 2026 — 10 AM
Locations: Aurora, MO. From downtown Aurora take Olive St. 1.7 miles then go Northwest on 

Hwy 39 for 5.1 miles. Auction on left. (17045 Hwy 39, Aurora MO).
FARM EQUIPMENT – FARM RELATED ITEMS 
– TRAILERS – BOX TRUCKS – DUMP TRUCK –  

AUTOMOBILES – OFFICE FURNITURE & FURNITURE 
– BOAT – CAMPERS – TOOLS – AUTOMOTIVE PARTS 

& TOOLS – ANT PEDDLE TRACTOR – LOTS OF SCRAP 
– MUCH MUCH MORE

Note: This is day 2 of a 3 day auction. The Gold’s have closed out their construction business so this is a partial farm 
dispersal & a business dispersal. Lots of parking so bring your trucks and trailers, catering & porta potty on site. See you 
Friday Aug 21st, 10:00 AM then on Saturday Aug 22nd in Marionville MO. We will sell the rental business with real estate 
on Hwy 60, equipment & tools. Terms: Cash, good check with bank letter of credit or credit card. Credit cards will have 
a 5% convenience fee. If paying with a check, a bank letter of credit will be needed to remove any large items. Some 
of the larger items will sell with reserve. All sells as is where is with no warranty or guarantee expressed or implied. Any 
announcements day of sale supersede any and all printed material.

** See Full Listing at https://www.stumpffauction.com**
Owner: Clay & Kerry Gold

REALTY & AUCTION SERVICE, INC.

Auctioneer:
Donnie Stumpff 
MO & AR State Cham-
pion Auctioneer 
#1409 | PB00051442

Auctioneer:
Parker Stumpff 

AR State Champion 
Auctioneer 

#2352
 417-847-2507

www.stumpffauction.com

AUCTION AUCTION AUCTION 
RENTAL BUSINESS CLOSE OUT AUCTION!!!!
Saturday, Aug. 22, 2026 — 10 AM

Locations: Marionville, MO. Across from the Marionville Police Station. 
(19321 Western, Marionville Mo)

REAL ESTATE – MINI X – SKID STEER – LIFTS – 
SHOW TRUCK - TRAILERS – TRUCKS – IMPLEMENTS 

– TOOLS – MUCH MORE

Note: Mr. & Mrs. Gold have shut down the rental busi-
ness. For the person looking to open a rental business 
here is a great opportunity, we will sell the real estate 1st 
thing promptly at 10:00 AM, then the equipment & tools. 
This Real Estate is located on a very busy Hwy 60 with a 
state Traffic count of over 12,000 Automobiles per day. 
This property would be a fantastic location for anything. 
Marionville is on the move with a new McDonald’s soon 
and just a short drive to Republic, don’t miss the chance. 
Call Stumpff’s Realty & Auction to preview The Real Estate 
before auction day or to pre-register. 417-847-2507. 
Terms: Cash, good check with bank letter of credit or 
credit card. Credit cards will have a 5% convenience fee. If paying with a check, a bank letter of credit will be needed 
to remove any large items. Some of the larger items will sell with reserve. All sells as is where is with no warranty or 
guarantee expressed or implied. Any announcements day of sale supersede any and all printed material.

** See Full Listing at https://www.stumpffauction.com**
Owner: Clay & Kerry Gold

(125) FEET, THENCE IN A 
SOUTHERLY DIRECTION 
TO THE

SOUTH LINE OF OUT 
LOT NUMBER THIRTY-
EIGHT (38), THENCE IN A 
WESTERLY

DIRECTION ONE 
HUNDRED TWENTY-FIVE 
(125) FEET, THENCE THE 
SOUTH LINE OF

OUT LOT NUMBER 
THIRTY-EIGHT (38), 
THENCE IN A WESTERLY 
DIRECTION ONE

HUNDRED TWENTY-FIVE 
(125) FEET], THENCE IN A 
NORTHERLY DIRECTION 
TO THE

PLACE OF BEGINNING, 
SAME BEING A STRIP OF 
LAND SIXTY-TWO AND 
ONE-HALF (62

1/2) FEET WIDE EAST 
AND WEST AND TWO 
HUNDRED (200) FEET, 
MORE OR LESS INCall 847-2610

to subscribe



Wednesday, August 12, 2026 • Page 5BCassville Democrat Legals

CONTINUED ON PAGE 7B

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4B

LENGTH RUNNING 
NORTH AND SOUTH.

ALSO A STRIP OF LAND 
THREE (3) FEET WIDE OFF 
THE ENTIRE EAST SIDE OF 
THE

F O L L O W I N G 
DESCRIBED TRACT OF 
LAND; BEGINNING 200 
FEET EAST OF THE

NORTHWEST CORNER 
OF OUT LOT THIRTY-
EIGHT (38) IN THE CITY OF 
CASSVILLE,

BARRY COUNTY, 
MISSOURI, LOCATED 
IN THE NORTHEAST 
QUARTER OF THE

NORTHEAST QUARTER 
OF SECTION TWENTY-
NINE (29), TOWNSHIP 
TWENTY-THREE SOUTH 
LINE OF

OUT LOT THIRTY-EIGHT 
(38), THENCE WEST 70 
FEET, THENCE NORTH

TO PLACE OF 
BEGINNING AND BEING A 
STRIP OF LAND 70 FEET 
WIDE RUNNING EAST

AND WEST AND 200 
FEET LONG, MORE OR 
LESS, RUNNING NORTH 
AND SOUTH. LESS

ANY PART THEREOF, 
IF ANY, TAKEN OR USED 
FOR ROAD PURPOSES 
SUBJECT TO

ANY EASEMENTS, 
RIGHTS OF WAY OR 
RESTRICTIONS OF 
RECORD OR FACT. THE

I N F O R M A T I O N 
CONTAINED IN BRACKETS 
HAS BEEN ADDED TO 
MORE ACCURATELY

REFLECT THE LEGAL 
DESCRIPTION)

For the purpose of 
satisfying said indebtedness 
and the costs of executing 
this trust.

Vylla Solutions - Missouri, 
LLC

Successor Trustee
TS No.: 26-40447
Pub Commences: 7/1/2026
By: NFPDS
Website: www.xome.com
Purported address: 304 W 

14TH ST, CASSVILLE, MO 
65625

Please be advised that 
the trustee may require 
entity or trust bidders at this 
trustee’s sale to provide 
information, documentation 
and/or certification of the 
vesting instructions and 
the data required to be 
reported pursuant to FinCEN 
regulations effective for 
transfers of residential 
real property to covered 
transferees on or after 
March 1, 2026. The required 
information must be provided 
to the trustee before a 
trustee’s deed will be issued 
for covered transfers. The 
Buyer may be required to 
pay charges associated with 
the gathering and reporting 
of information to FinCEN. 
Additional in-formation 
regarding these regulations 
and the required transferee 
information and certifications 
can be found at:

https://www.federal
r e g i s t e r . g o v /

documents/2024/
08/29/2024-19198/anti-

money-
laundering-regulations-for-

residential-
real-estate-transfers and 
https://www.fincen.gov/rre-

faqs#D_
1st insertion 07/01/26
25-33

—————

NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S 
SALE

For default in the payment 
of debt secured by a deed of 
trust executed by 

Kelly M. McKee, 
dated December 6, 2019, 

and recorded on December 
6, 2019, in Book No. 19, 
at Page 6818 in the Office 
of the Recorder of Deeds, 
Barry County, Missouri, the 
undersigned Successor 
Trustee will on August 19, 
2026, at 3:15 PM, at the 
East Front Door of the 
Barry County Courthouse, 
Cassville, Missouri, sell at 
public vendue to the highest 
bidder for cash:

BEGINNING AT A POINT 
ON THE NORTH RIGHT OF 
WAY LINE OF A PUBLIC 
ROAD, SAID POINT BEING 
779.4 FEET SOUTH AND 
36 FEET WEST OF THE 
NORTHEAST CORNER 
OF THE NORTHWEST 
QUARTER OF THE 
NORTHWEST QUARTER 
OF SECTION 8, TOWNSHIP 
21, RANGE 26, BARRY 
COUNTY, MISSOURI, 
THENCE NORTH 69 
DEGREES 24 MINUTES 
WEST 307.5 FEET TO AN 
EXISTING CORNER FENCE 
POST, THENCE SOUTH 28 
DEGREES 30 MINUTES 
WEST 280.6 FEET TO THE 
NORTH RIGHT OF WAY 
LINE OF A PUBLIC ROAD, 

THENCE NORTHEASTERLY 
446.3 FEET ALONG THE 
NORTH RIGHT OF WAY 
LINE OF SAID PUBLIC 
ROAD TO THE POINT OF 
BEGINNING, BEING PART 
OF THE NORTHWEST 
QUARTER OF THE 
NORTHWEST QUARTER 
OF SECTION more correctly 
described as BEGINNING AT 
A POINT ON THE NORTH 
RIGHT OF WAY LINE OF A 
PUBLIC ROAD, SAID POINT 
BEING 779.4 FEET SOUTH 
AND 36 FEET WEST OF 
THE NORTHEAST CORNER 
OF THE NORTHWEST 
QUARTER OF THE 
NORTHWEST QUARTER 
OF SECTION 8, TOWNSHIP 
21, RANGE 26, BARRY 
COUNTY, MISSOURI, 
THENCE NORTH 69 
DEGREES 24 MINUTES 
WEST 307.5 FEET TO AN 
EXISTING CORNER FENCE 
POST, THENCE SOUTH 28 
DEGREES 30 MINUTES 
WEST 280.6 FEET TO THE 
NORTH RIGHT OF WAY 
LINE OF A PUBLIC ROAD, 
THENCE NORTHEASTERLY 
446.3 FEET ALONG THE 
NORTH RIGHT OF WAY 
LINE OF SAID PUBLIC 
ROAD TO THE POINT OF 
BEGINNING, BEING PART 
OF THE NORTHWEST 
QUARTER OF THE 
NORTHWEST QUARTER 
OF SECTION 8 TOWNSHIP 
21, RANGE 26, BARRY 
COUNTY, MISSOURI, 
commonly known as 16898 
Farm Road 2260, Eagle 
Rock, MO, 65641

subject to all prior 
easements, restrictions, 
reservations, covenants 
and encumbrances now of 
record, if any, to satisfy the 
debt and costs.

SouthLaw, P.C. Successor 
Trustee

First Publication: 
July 22, 2026. 
For more information, visit 

www.southlaw.com
NOTICE
Pursuant to the Fair Debt 

Collection Practices Act, 
15 U.S.C. §1692c(b), no 
information concerning the 
collection of this debt may 
be given without the prior 
consent of the consumer 
given directly to the debt 
collector or the express 
permission of a court of 
competent jurisdiction. The 
debt collector is attempting 
to collect a debt and any 
information obtained will 
be used for that purpose 
(Casefile No. 257333-
1084254).

1st insertion 07/22/26
28-31

—————

NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S 
SALE

A default has accrued on 
a certain note secured by a 
deed of trust executed by, 

JAMES L PETERS 
dated 2/4/2025 and 

recorded on 2/18/2025 in 
BOOK 25 PAGE 745, in 
the Recorder’s office for 
Barry County, Missouri. The 
successor trustee will on 
August 21, 2026 between 
the hours of 9:00 am and 
5:00 pm, more particularly at 
10:00 AM, at the East Front 
Door of the Barry County 
Courthouse, 700 Main Street, 
Cassville, Missouri sell at 
public venue to the highest 
bidder for cash (certified 
funds only), the following real 
estate:

THE FOLLOWING-
DESCRIBED REAL 
PROPERTY, LYING, BEING 
AND SITUATE IN THE 
COUNTY OF BARRY AND 
STATE OF MISSOURI, TO 
WIT:

ALL OF LOTS SEVEN 
(7), EIGHT (8), NINE (9), 
TEN (10), ELEVEN (11) AND 
TWELVE (12), IN ELKINS 
ADDITION TO WHEATON, 
BARRY COUNTY AS 
PER RECORDED PLAT 
THEREOF.

EXCEPT:
ALL THAT PART OF 

LOTS 12, 11, 10, 9, 8 AND 
7 ELKINS ADDITION TO 
WHEATON DESCRIBED 
AS: BEGINNING AT A POINT 
THAT IS 60 FEET WEST 
AND 62 FEET SOUTH OF 
THE NORTHEAST CORNER 
OF SAID LOT 12 IN ELKINS 
ADDITION TO WHEATON, 
BARRY COUNTY, 
MISSOURI THENCE 
NORTH 62 FEET TO THE 
NORTH LINE OF LOT 12; 
THENCE WEST 63 FEET 
MORE OR LESS TO THE 
NORTHWEST CORNER 
OF LOT 12; THENCE 
SOUTH ALONG THE WEST 
LINE OF LOTS 12, 11, 10, 
9, 8 AND 7 A DISTANCE 
OF 150 FEET TO THE 
SOUTHWEST CORNER 
OF LOT 7; THENCE EAST 
ALONG THE SOUTH LINE 

Visit us online at:
cassville-democrat.com
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NOTICE OF TAX CERTIFICATE SALE

I, Skyler Bowman, Collector of the Revenue in and for Barry County, Missouri, hereby give 
notice as provided by law that I shall offer for sale, the hereafter described lots and lands or so 
much, thereof, as may be necessary to discharge the taxes, penalty, interest and costs due thereon 
at the time of sale, to the State of Missouri for delinquent taxes on real estate, in or adjacent to 
the courthouse in Cassville, Barry County, Missouri, on the fourth Monday of August, Being the 
24th day of August, 2026, commencing at 10:00 a.m. of said day and continuing from day to day 
thereafter until all is offered, said lots and lands situated in Barry County, Missouri, and described 
in forty acre tracts or other legal subdivisions and the additions, etc., and the aggregate amount of 
taxes, penalty, interest and costs.  Each year separately state as follows:

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24.

25.

26.

27.

28.

29.

30.

31.

32.

33.

34.

35.

36.

37.

38.

39.

40.

41.

42.

43.

44.

45.

46.

47.

48.

49.

50.

PAID

PAID

PAID

PAID
PAID

PAID

PAID
PAID

PAID

PAID

PAID
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Barry County Tax Sale

I, Skyler Bowman, Collector of the Revenue in and for Barry County, Missouri, do hereby certify that the 
foregoing is, to the best of my knowledge and belief, a correct list of lands and lots that will be offered for sale 
as set forth. 

THIS 8TH DAY OF JULY 2026
SKYLER BOWMAN

COLLECTOR OF REVENUE
BARRY COUNTY, MISSOURI

56.

57.

58.

PAID
PAID

52.

53.

54.

55.

51.

OF SAID LOT 7 A DISTANCE 
OF 104 FEET; THENCE 
LEAVING SAID LOT LINE 
NORTH 52 FEE; THENCE 
IN A NORTHWESTERLY 
DIRECTION 54.5 MORE OR 
LESS TO THE POINT OF 
BEGINNING.

for the purpose of satisfying 
said indebtedness and the 
costs of executing this trust.

CSM Foreclosure Trustee 
Corp.

Successor Trustee
(800) 652-4080
4x
07/29/2026, 
08/05/2026, 
08/12/2026, 
08/19/2026
CSM File 26-26-01206
NOTE: This office is a debt 

collector.
1st insertion7/29/26
29-32

—————

NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S 
SALE

A default has accrued 
on a certain note secured 
by a deed of trust 
executed by, GEORGIA 
L. CHRISTENSEN dated 
6/29/2010 and recorded on 
7/6/2010 in BOOK 10 PAGE 
3216, in the Recorder’s office 
for Barry County, Missouri. 
The successor trustee will on 
September 8, 2026 between 
the hours of 9:00 am and 
5:00 pm, more particularly at 
12:00 PM, at the East Front 
Door of the Barry County 
Courthouse, 700 Main Street, 
Cassville, Missouri sell at 
public venue to the highest 
bidder for cash (certified 
funds only), the following real 

estate:
LOT SEVENTEEN (17) 

IN BLOCK EIGHT (8) IN 
ORIGINAL TOWN OF 
MONETT, BARRY COUNTY, 
MISSOURI, SALZER’S 
SUBDIVISION.

for the purpose of satisfying 
said indebtedness and the 
costs of executing this trust.

CSM Foreclosure Trustee 
Corp.

Successor Trustee
(800) 652-4080
4x
08/12/2026, 
08/19/2026, 
08/26/2026, 
09/02/2026
CSM File 26-26-01124
NOTE: This office is a debt 

collector.
1st insertion 08/12/26
31-34

—————

NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S 
SALE

A default has accrued on 
a certain note secured by a 
deed of trust executed by, 

ROBERT R. SKINNER 
dated 1/12/2022 and 

recorded on 1/19/2022 in 
INSTRUMENT NUMBER 

202200000965, 
in the Recorder’s office 

for Stone County, Missouri. 
The successor trustee will on 
September 4, 2026 between 
the hours of 9:00 am and 
5:00 pm, more particularly at 
12:00 PM, at the North Front 
Door of the Stone County 
Courthouse, 108 E. 4th 
Street, Galena, Missouri sell 
at public venue to the highest 
bidder for cash (certified 
funds only), the following real 
estate:

ALL OF LOT FIFTY-
FIVE (55), SWISS VILLA, 
ACCORDING TO THE 
RECORDED PLAT 
THEREOF, IN PLAT 
BOOK 6 PAGE 3, STONE 

COUNTY RECORDER’S 
OFFICE, STONE COUNTY, 
MISSOURI.

for the purpose of satisfying 
said indebtedness and the 
costs of executing this trust.

CSM Foreclosure Trustee 
Corp.

Successor Trustee
(800) 652-4080
4x
08/12/2026, 
08/19/2026, 

08/26/2026, 
09/02/2026
CSM File 26-26-00971
NOTE: This office is a debt 

collector.
1st insertion 08/12/26
31-34

talon media group
RADIO THAT COVERS AGRICULTURE
AND YOUR HOME TOWN AS WELL AS
PROVIDING YOU WITH LOCAL AREA

AND BRANSON DISCOUNTS

TUNE IN TO OUR STATIONS &
CHECK US OUT ON OUR WEBSITE

800-928-5253 235-6041 678-0416

www.radiotalon.com
KRMO AM 990 · KKBL 95.9 FM · KSWM AM 940 · KQMO 97.7 FM

Exeter Trap takes First in Division 1
Voyles named 
top shooter in 
state, attends 

nationals
The Exeter High School 

Trap Team recently com-
pleted the 2026 Spring 
Season and attended the 
Missouri State High School 
Clay Target League state 
shoot in Linn Creek.

Spring season team 
members were: Lily 
Stevenson, Jacob 
Stevenson, Destiny Reed, 
Jeremiah Reed, Briar 
Lewis, Weston Eakin, 
Cooper Caddell, Jaxon 
Crumpler and Tristan 
Voyles.

The season ends with 
a state event in June and 
all the teams are eligible 
to attend and compete at 
that level. The Spring sea-
son awards are also given 

at that event.  
This year, Exeter was 

in Division 1 and compet-
ed against 10 schools in 
the state. Several shoot-
ers performed very well 
and brought home several 
medals and trophies. In the 

male division, Voyles was 
awarded First Place and 
Jeremiah Reed was award-
ed 3rd Place.

In the female division, 
Lily Stevenson was award-
ed First Place.

At the State event in 

June, Voyles received a 
medal and trophy for top 
male shooter in the entire 
state for the season. Tristan 
also attended the Nationals 
event and performed quite 
well. Although he did not 
receive  a medal, he shot 
very well against competi-
tors that were hitting per-
fect scores repeatedly.

"We're very proud of the 
team and their great per-
formances resulted in the 
team receiving First Place 
team in Division 1," said 
Coach Lee Tripp. "We are 
a small school and we don't 
have an unlimited budget, 
so the kids do fundrais-
ers  to offset our expenses, 
and we also have a number 
of sponsors including The 
NRA, L & L Convenience 
Store, Barry County Co-op, 
and others."

Team staff include: 
Lee Tripp, coach; Donnie 
Gautney, coach; Mary 

Fellows, scorekeeper; and a 
number of the parents help, 
including Ty and Amanda 
Voyles, Amy and Jessie 
Stevenson, Jerry Reed and 
others.

"We are already gearing 

up for the fall season which 
will begin in September," 
Tripp aid. "We hope to add 
more team members so if 
you're interested talk to us 
to see if you are eligible to 
shoot."

Exeter Trap Coach Lee Tripp, left, poses for a photo with 
Jeremiah Reed, who finished in third at state. Kyle Troutman/
ktroutman@cassville-democrat.com

The Exeter trap team this season included: Lily Stevenson, Jacob Stevenson, Destiny Reed, 
Jeremiah Reed, Briar Lewis, Weston Eakin, Cooper Caddell, Jaxon Crumpler and Tristan 
Voyles. Kyle Troutman/ktroutman@cassville-democrat.com

Exeter Trap Coach Lee Tripp, right, poses for a photo with Tristan Voyles, who finished in 
first at state. Kyle Troutman/ktroutman@cassville-democrat.com
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and is a much improved 
middle hitter and block-
er, and Sophie Tyson is a 
much improved passer and 
defender and a strong serv-
er.”

A group of freshmen is 
also expected to challenge 
for immediate playing time.

“Emma Graham is a 
six-rotation outside hitter 
and a solid passer, defend-
er, blocker and server,” 
Wheeler said. “Emerie 
Snow is a solid blocker, 
hitter and server. Brayleigh 
Taylor is a solid passer and 
defender and will chal-
lenge for a starting posi-
tion. Dulce Elias is a much 
improved defender, hitter 
and server.”

Although Purdy has no 
seniors on this year’s ros-
ter, Wheeler believes the 
returning group has devel-
oped into a well-rounded 
team.

“We are most proficient 
in serving, setting, hitting 
and effort,” Wheeler said.

The Eagles will continue 
emphasizing improvement 
in two key areas as the sea-
son progresses.

“We have room for 
improvement in passing 
and adjusting to a faster 
pace,” Wheeler said.

Conference play remains 
a priority for the program, 
and Wheeler said he hopes 
fans turn out in greater 
numbers for those contests 
to urge the Lady Eagles on 
to victory.

Overall, Wheeler said he 
believes the schedule will 
provide the right level of 
competition.

“Our schedule is appro-
priate,” Wheeler said.

What has stood out most 
during the offseason, how-
ever, has been the team’s 
approach.

“This summer compe-
tition, they have shown a 
drive to compete, lots of 
energy and a desire to be 

the best we can be, every-
day, to the glory of God,” 
Wheeler said.

Purdy’s season begins 
on Aug. 28 at Bronaugh. 
The home opener is Sept. 
3 against New Heights 
Christian.

Purdy: Team’s approach stands out   
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1B

Purdy’s Kenzi Postlewait sends a ball over the net during action at Southwest Volleyfest 
last season. Kyle Troutman/ktroutman@cassville-democrat.com

Purdy’s Laney Lamp serves a ball during a contest at Southwest Volleyfest last season. 
Kyle Troutman/ktroutman@cassville-democrat.com

experience will be critical.
“A varsity team with 

five freshmen and a junior 
returning from a major 
injury needs greatness 
when it comes to leaders,” 
he said.

Olivia won’t be the only 
Hnem directing the Lady 
Trojans. Younger sister 
Abi Hnem returns after a 
standout sophomore cam-
paign and will serve as one 
of the team’s captains while 
running Southwest’s hybrid 
5-1 offense.

Abi led the team with 
229 assists last season while 
also totaling 251 receptions, 
209 digs, 17 kills and 29 
service aces, but Voyak 
expects her responsibilities 
to increase substantially.

“She took a significant 
step last season, but we are 
asking her to do twice as 
much this season,” Voyak 
said. “It’s her job to gain 
chemistry with the hitters.”

Among those hitters is 
sophomore middle Emily 
Brooks, whose develop-
ment over the last year has 
impressed the coaching 
staff.

Voyak called Brooks 
the team’s most improved 
player a season ago after 
she compiled 65 kills and 
137 digs while limiting 
errors despite facing taller, 
more athletic competition.

“No one player 
improved last season more 
than Emily,” Voyak said. 
“She grinded it out.”

Brooks also served at a 
92% clip with 37 aces and 
could see an expanded role 
in both the front and back 
rows this season.

Junior Lexie Walker 
and freshman Paula 
Callison are expected to 
help replace the produc-
tion lost from graduated 
outside hitter Addison 
Parker, who accounted for 
151 kills last year.

Walker was injected 
into the varsity lineup ear-
lier than expected after 
roster changes during the 
season but earned a var-
sity letter by continuing to 
improve.

“She just put her head 
down, didn’t complain and 
tried to improve with every 
practice,” Voyak said.

Callison also earned a 
varsity letter as a freshman 
and has transitioned to an 
outside hitter role after 
previously contributing as 
a setter.

Junior Holley Montondo 
returns after serving as 
Southwest’s “super sub” 
last season. She provided 
reliable serving and defen-
sive depth while earning 
her first varsity letter.

One of the biggest addi-
tions could be Uthe, who 
returns after missing all 
of last season while recov-
ering from a significant 
leg injury. The 5-11 junior 
right-side hitter gives 
Southwest added size at 
the net and flashed her 
potential throughout the 
summer.

“Her block can be a 
difference maker,” Voyak 
said. “She had a good sum-
mer putting up a big block 
but needs more consisten-
cy as a hitter and server.”

Freshmen Gracen 
Varner, Chrissy Stidham, 
Brylee Cutberth, Alana 
Smith and Avery Hinton 
also figure into Southwest’s 
plans. Varner impressed as 
a passer during the sum-
mer, while Stidham’s ath-
leticism gives the Lady 
Trojans another option 
at setter and in the back 
row. Cutberth, Smith and 
Hinton all showed promise 
while adjusting to the var-
sity level.

“It’s not uncommon 
for ninth-graders to go 
straight to the varsity, but 
it is a challenge trying to 
incorporate so many of 
them at the same time,” 
Voyak said. “We coach-
es need to be patient and 
persistent so these girls 
develop quickly and adjust 
to high school volleyball 
immediately.”

Southwest believes serv-
ing can again become a 
strength after consistently 
serving between 90-92% in 
recent seasons. However, 
replacing graduated serv-
ers means several players 
will compete for three open 
roles.

“We need to train three 
new servers, so that will be 
a challenge, but I see girls 
stepping up to that chal-
lenge,” Voyak said.

Even with the personnel 
turnover, the Lady Trojans 
know exactly where 
improvement must come if 
they hope to contend.

“Serve reception, com-
munication and attack-
ing the ball,” Voyak said. 
“We need to improve in all 
three.”

The schedule will pro-

vide plenty of opportunities 
to test that progress.

Conference play returns 
with familiar rivals Verona, 
Exeter and Wheaton, 
while additions including 
Golden City, New Heights, 
Sarcoxie, Marion C. Early, 
Founder’s Academy of 
Rogers, Ark., Bronaugh 
and Gentry, Ark., create 
one of Southwest’s tough-
est schedules in recent 
memory.

“It will be exciting to 
play Verona, Exeter and 
Wheaton again with the 
conference on the line,” 
Voyak said. “We kept them 
on our schedule even when 
we left the league, but it’s 
different when it’s a confer-
ence game.”

Voyak also highlight-
ed another tradition that 
returns this fall. Southwest 
will host the 43rd annu-
al Southwest Volleyfest 
Tournament, one of the 
area’s longest-running vol-
leyball events.

“This is year 43 for 
the Southwest Volleyfest 
Tournament, and anything 
that lasts four decades can’t 
be all bad,” Voyak said with 
a laugh.

Everton and Bronaugh 
join the tournament field 
this season, while three-
time defending champion 
Pierce City has departed, 
ensuring a new champion 
will be crowned.

For Voyak, now enter-
ing his 24th season as head 
coach with 274 career vic-
tories, the formula remains 
simple. If Southwest con-
tinues improving from 
August through October, 
the wins will follow.

Southwest opens the 
regular season at home on 
Sept. 1 against Bronaugh. 
Volleyfest is scheduled for 
Oct. 3.

Any girls interested in 
volleyball at Southwest, 
practice began Monday, 

Aug. 10 in the high school 
gym. Practices the first week 
are Monday through Friday 

from 9 a.m. to noon and 
Saturday from 9-11 a.m. 

Players need a current phys-
ical and proof of insurance 

to participate. Southwest 
begins the season Tuesday, 
Aug. 25 in a jamboree with 

Purdy and Wheaton at 
Hurley. Questions may be 
emailed to svoyak@swr5.

net, or people may call 
Voyak at 479-422-5395.

Southwest: 43rd Volleyfest on Oct. 3   
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1B

Southwest’s Emily Brooks spikes a ball during Volleyfest action last season. Kyle Troutman/
ktroutman@cassville-democrat.com
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