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CONTINUED ON PAGE 6ADiscrepancy on Missouri Financial Report raises questions
$1.4 trillion difference 
in revenue collected 
from Pass Through 

Entities
BY SHEILA HARRIS
sheilaharrisads@gmail.com

Over $1 trillion disap-
peared from Missouri’s Annual 
Financial & Statistical Report for 
Fiscal Year 2024, which ended 
on June 30 of that year.

The 2024 total revenue col-
lected from Pass Through 
Entities (out-of-state corpo-
rations who do business in 

Missouri) was reported as 
being $1,403,467,780,000 on 
the financial report for 2024. 
However, on the 2025 financial 
report, which also showed the 
previous year’s collected amount, 
the total shown as collected from 
Pass Through Entities for 2024 
dropped to $7,421,000.

That’s a difference of 
$1,402,721,359,000. A differ-
ence of over $1.4 trillion, if put 
another way.

The discrepancy could reflect 
tax credits owed to Pass Through 

Entities, but that had not yet 
been applied, an area banker 
said.

A disclaimer by the DNR on 
the 2025 Report does state that 
the amounts previously reported 
for Fiscal Year 2024 had been 
revised to reflect updated infor-
mation.

After the disappearance of 
over $1.4 trillion in the out-of-
state business category on the 
DOR report, individual income 
taxes represented the highest 

TAX ISSUE 
What: Discrepancy found between 
2024, 2025 state financial reports
Amount: $1.4 trillion less collect-
ed from Pass Through Entities
More: No response from 
Department of Revenue, State 
Auditors office agrees discrepancy 
exists but not yet sure why

A view of the room during the meeting on CAFOs, data centers, and sludge held July 19 at the Scott Technology Center in Monett. 
Barry County Presiding Commissioner Steve Blankenship and Lawrence County Presiding Commissioner Bob Senninger are seated at 
front center. Murray Bishoff/Special to the Cassville Democrat

Speakers focus on CAFOs, data 
centers posing local threat
BY MURRAY BISHOFF

Special to the Cassville Democrat

More than 50 people attended a 
public meeting on July 19 at the 
Scott Regional Technology Center 

in Monett to hear a variety of state leaders 
and experts discuss environmental threats 
they perceive stemming from concentrat-
ed animal feeding operations (CAFOs), 
data centers and sludge tanks proposed in 
southwest Missouri.

The meeting was organized by Protect 
Our Water and Environmental Resources 
(POWER). A large percentage of those 
attending were landowners. Among pub-
lic officials in attendance were Presiding 
County Commissioners Bob Senninger 
from Lawrence County and Steve 
Blankenship from Barry County, and State 

Senators Mike Moon and Jill Carter, in 
addition to several candidates for the state 
legislature. 

Leah Heidlage, with POWER, opened 
the meeting by noting plans for poul-
try farms on Sarcoxie Prairie had been 
approved by the Missouri Department of 
Natural Resources (DNR). The proposed 
poultry operation supporting 1.3 million 
birds, according to research, would require 
the use of 25 million gallons of water and 
significantly impact landowners for many 
miles. 

“Water is our primary interest,” 
Heidlage said. “Extraction of our resources 
is why we’re here. Water is what unites us. 
Our land is the legacy we plan to leave to 
our children. Existing regulations do not 
protect it. We should leave this land better 

than we found it.” 
Several speakers pointed to action by 

the Missouri General Assembly in 2019 as 
the immediate cause for the current strug-
gle. Senate Bill 391 and House Bill 1713 had 
the effect of both removing local control 
over the use of land plus replacing com-
missioners on the Missouri Clean Water 
Commission, which oversees DNR. 

This meant counties and municipali-
ties could not pass agriculture-focused 
ordinances that regulated issues such as 
setbacks between properties, control over 
water bodies, and the land application of 
waste. As Maxine Gill with the Missouri 
Coalition for the Environment noted, the 
Clean Water Commission oversees sludge 
and industrial agriculture operations. 

COLE CASE 
What: Death of Justin Hocutt, 14, 
in 1999
Arrested: Mark Wesley Scott, 
Bobby Ray Scott, David Ray Scott
More: Press Conference was held 
after presstime on Tuesday 

3 arrests 
made 

in 1999 
cold case

Two arrested in 
Arkansas, third in 
McDonald County

BY KYLE TROUTMAN
ktroutman@cassville-democrat.com
Three men have been arrested 

in connection to the 1999 death 
of Seligman 14-year-old Justin 
Hocutt.

Danny Boyd, Barry County 
Sheriff, said on Tuesday, Mark 
Wesley Scott, Bobby Ray Scott, 
David Ray Scott were arrested on 

POLLUTION, INDUSTRIAL AG DECRIED AT MEETING

CONTINUED ON PAGE 7A

CONTINUED ON PAGE 7A

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8A

CCFPD seeking 
$4.5 million in 

bonds
District aims to renovate 
stations, increase brush 

truck fleet
BY KYLE TROUTMAN

ktroutman@cassville-democrat.com
The Central Crossing Fire 

Protection District is seeking 
approval of a $4.5 million bond 
issue on Aug. 4, aiming to reno-
vate two stations, add to its fleet 
of brush trucks, purchase new 
equipment and pay off leases.

Fire Chief Rusty Rickard said 
the district has been planning for 
several years to replace two out-
dated fire stations and modernize 
portions of its fleet, but paying 
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NEWS BRIEFS
Wheaton Road District to meet

The monthly Wheaton Road District Meeting will be 
held on Aug. 4 at 5 p.m. at the Wheaton Road District barn 
on Highway A across from Holmes Farm Supply.

Cassville Health Care and Rehab hosting Back to 
School event

Cassville Health Care and Rehabilitation, located at 
1300 County Farm Road in Cassville, will sponsor a Back to 
School Backpack Night on Aug. 7 from 5-7 p.m. Attendees 
can pick out a backpack, which will be filled with grade-level 
school supplies. Residents will help at the tables, along with 
staff. The event is geared toward families in the community 
that cannot afford school supplies for their children.

In-person absentee voting through Aug. 3
Two week in-person, no excuse absentee voting for 

the Aug. 4 Primary Election runs through Aug. 3. Voters 
must present photo identification to vote. Acceptable IDs 
include: Missouri Driver License, Missouri Non-Driver 
License, Military ID or Passport. Barry County Clerk’s 
Office will be open Saturday, August 1, 2026, for absentee 
voting from 9 a.m. to noon. Anyone who has moved or 
had an address change should need to contact the Clerk’s 
office or come into the office and have their information 
updated, before Election Day. If unable to vote in-person, 
a voter may send a written request to the office of: Joyce 
Ennis, 700 Main St. Suite 2, Cassville, MO 65625 or fax to: 
417-847-5311. The office will need: Name, physical address, 
mailing address, date of birth, last four digits of Social 
Security number, phone number, party, reason for voting 
absentee and signature. Those who live in the Monett area 
can go by the Monett Chamber Office and fill out the absen-
tee application. They will fax it to the Barry County Clerk’s 
office. Absentee applications are also available at sos.
mo.gov. The last day to request an absentee ballot is today 
(Wednesday). Polls open at 6 a.m. and close at 7 p.m. on 
Election Day. For more information, call the Barry County 
Clerk’s Office at 417-847-2561 or email jennis@barrycoun-
tyclerk.com or ajohnson@barrycountyclerk.com.

Cassville Branch Library hosting events
The Cassville Branch Library will host the following 

events in the coming week: Thursday, Move ‘N’ Groove 
Low Impact Exercise Class, 11 a.m., Library for Everyone, 
1 p.m., Grease Movie Night, 5:30 p.m.; Friday, Bingo Bash, 
5:30 p.m.; Saturday, Crochet, 10 a.m.; Tuesday, Story 
Time, 10 a.m.

Old Church Gallery Farmers Market open
The Old Church Gallery Farmers’ Market  runs every 

Thursday from 8-11 a.m. at the Gallery, located on Farm 
Road 1240 in Shell Knob. The market offer farm fresh pro-
duce, eggs, jellies, relishes, baked goods, cut flowers, hand-
made crafts and more. The selection varies every week, 
so come early for the best choice. For more information, 
people may call 417-342-8671.

Barry County Community Garden meetings set
The Barry County Community Garden has scheduled its 

monthly meetings on the first Monday of every month, at 
Harvick Farms, located at 16062 Hwy. 76 in Cassville. The 
work in the garden days are from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. at the 
Garden, located at on  10160 Farm Road  2160. Tentative 
working days depend on the weather and will be updat-
ed on the organization’s Facebook page, “Barry County 
Community Garden,” and people may contact the page 
fort more information. Produce from the garden goes to 
the Cassville Pantry. New members and/or volunteers may 
come and reserve a plot.

Cassville Farmers’ Market open on Saturdays
The Cassville Farmers Market is open weekly on 

Saturdays on the Barry County Courthouse Square, from 8 
a.m. to noon. Vendors are offering eggs, vegetables, hand-
made crafts, baked goods and more. Those interested in 
becoming a vendor may contact Chad Sprinkle at 417-846-
3539.

Lessons offered before Seligman’s Saturday danc-
es

The Seligman Chamber of Commerce country dances 
at the Seligman Chamber Event Center are every Saturday 
from 7-10 p.m. No alcohol is allowed. Admission is $10 
per person, and 18-and-under are free. There is a potluck, 
50-50 drawing and door prizes. Free dance lessons will also 
be given from 5-6 p.m. For more information, people may 
call 479-903-3640.

OATS rides available in Barry County
OATS Transit offers regular transportation services for 

the rural general public of any age, seniors, and individuals 
with disabilities. People may call the local OATS Transit 
office at 417-887-9272 or 800-770-6287 to schedule a ride 
or find out about services in the Barry County area. People 
may also visit the OATS website at oatstransit.org to view 
local schedules under “Bus Schedules,” then click on the 
county of service. OATS Transit is hiring drivers statewide 
to continue serving riders. Openings are listed on the OATS 
website.

www.gobec.net 417.847.2131

250 never
looked so fast.
Our 250Mb/s Fiber Plan gives your family
the speed you need at a price you’ll love.

Happy 250th, America!

Local Support
Reliable Network
Fast Speeds
Only $59.95

CORRECTIONS
The Cassville Democrat corrects factual errors or clari-
fies information promptly and courteously. If you have 
a correction or clarification, please email Publisher Kyle 
Troutman at ktroutman@cassville-democrat.com.
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COVERING BARRY COUNTY LIKE THE MORNING DEW

Taz on duty!
Deputy Roller brings 
K-9 unit back to Barry 

County
BY GWENDYLAN HARMON
Special to the Cassville Democrat

After nearly two decades without 
a K-9 unit, the Barry County Sheriff's 
Office has welcomed a new four 
legged deputy to its ranks. 

Taz, a nearly 2-year-old Belgian 
Malinois-German Shepherd mix, has 
already begun making an impact on 
law enforcement efforts across Barry 
County.

Deputy Camden Roller, Taz's han-
dler, said the dog has been with the 
sheriff's office for about two months 
and has already proven to be a valu-
able resource in combating drug traf-
ficking and assisting with criminal 
investigations.

"Taz is certified in narcotics detec-
tion, tracking and building search-
es," Deputy Roller said. "He's already 
been a useful tool for our agency."

The addition of a K-9 marks a 
significant milestone for the Sheriff's 
Office. According to Roller, the 
department has not had a working 
police dog in 20 years.

"We really needed one in this area, 
especially with the drug trafficking 
that's been going on," Roller said. 
"Having a K-9 gives us another tool 
to help get illegal drugs off the streets 
and locate suspects when they flee."

Taz is trained to detect metham-
phetamine, cocaine, heroin and fen-
tanyl. However, Roller noted that the 
dog is intentionally not trained to 
detect marijuana because recreation-
al marijuana is legal in Missouri.

"That's one of the biggest ques-
tions people ask," Deputy Roller said. 
"He's not a marijuana dog."

Before joining the Barry County 
Sheriff's Office, Taz underwent an 
extensive selection and training pro-
cess.

The dog was imported from 
Poland through Patriot Canine, a 
Joplin-based training organization. 
A master trainer personally selects 
dogs based on the type of work they 
will perform, whether that's narcotics 
detection, tracking, patrol work or 
apprehension.

Once selected, each dog begins 
several weeks of foundational train-

ing that includes obedience, social-
ization and early narcotics imprinting 
before being paired with a handler.

Roller then completed an inten-
sive six-week handler course along-
side Taz.

"We trained Monday through 
Friday, about eight hours a day," 
Roller said. "You learn everything 
together."

While the formal training lasted 
six weeks, the learning continues 
every day on patrol.

Taz lives full time with Roller, 
allowing the pair to develop the trust 
necessary to work effectively togeth-
er.

"He comes home with me," Deputy 
Roller said. "Out here on the road, 
he's a working dog. At home, he's 
more of a pet."

That close relationship is essential 
when working in unpredictable situ-
ations.

"The bond is extremely import-
ant," Roller said. "He's got to be able 
to trust me, and I've got to trust him."

Roller said much of his job involves 
reading Taz's body language during 
narcotics searches. Small behavioral 
changes can indicate the presence of 
illegal drugs, making communication 
between handler and dog critical.

"I have to watch how he reacts 
during every vehicle search," Roller 
said. "If I don't, I could miss some-
thing."

The partnership also provides an 
added level of protection for depu-
ties working alone.

"If I'm on a traffic stop and my 
nearest backup is 30 minutes away, 
I have to trust him to have my back," 
Roller said.

The sheriff's office patrol vehicles 
are equipped with specialized K-9 
equipment that allows Taz to assist 
quickly if an emergency occurs.

"Our cars are designed where, 
with the push of a button, the pas-
senger-side door opens and he can 
come out to help if needed," Roller 
said.

Although Taz is trained as a 
patrol and apprehension dog, Roller 
emphasized that he only bites when 
given a command.

"He is a bite dog, so we ask people 
not to come up and pet him while 
we're working," Roller said.

However, community interaction 
remains an important part of the K-9 

program. The sheriff's office plans to 
participate in school visits and pub-
lic events, allowing residents to learn 
more about Taz and the role police 
dogs play in public safety.

"When we attend events, he'll be 
muzzled, on a leash and under my 
control the entire time," Roller said. 
"Safety is always our priority."

Since beginning patrol, Taz has 
already assisted in several investiga-
tions across Barry County. Among 
the most notable was a drug traf-
ficking case in Monett that resulted 
in an arrest. The suspect remains in 
custody as the case proceeds through 
the court system.

The K-9 has also been involved in 
several narcotics cases in Cassville 
and Eagle Rock.

"We've kind of been hitting every-
where in Barry County," Roller said.

Because Taz is currently the coun-
ty's only law enforcement K-9, he 
also assists neighboring agencies 
when requested.

The Missouri State Highway 
Patrol has called on the team during 
traffic stops, and local police depart-
ments regularly request assistance 
when a K-9 is needed.

Roller hopes the success of the 
program may eventually lead to 
additional K-9 teams within the 
sheriff's office.

"Right now, we're still pretty new 
to having a K-9 again," Deputy Roller 
said. "We're seeing how everything 
goes, and hopefully in the future we 
can expand."

At just under 2 years old, Taz is 
expected to have a long career ahead 
of him. Working police dogs typically 
serve until around 9 years of age, 
depending on their health and physi-
cal condition.

As Taz gains experience, Roller 
expects him to become even more 
effective.

"They get better over time," he 
said. "It's all about repetition and 
continuing to train."

Despite his specialized training, 
Taz's mission remains straightfor-
ward.

"Our biggest goal is to keep getting 
drugs off the streets," Roller said. "A 
lot of people in this county are tired 
of the drugs, and so are we. This is 
where we live. We're going to keep 
working every day to make our com-
munities safer."

Barry County Sheriff’s Office Deputy Camden Roller is pictured with his trusted K-9 partner, Taz, after their graduation 
from K-9 training. Contributed photo
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• Feed
• Forage Seed
• Row Crop Seed
• Ag Chemical
• Bulk Fertilizer
• Precision Grid Soil
Testing & Variable,
Rate Fertilizer

• Custom Application
• Crop & Livestock
Insurance

Gerald Ritchie
Agri Services Manager

Hwy. 248 East, Cassville
417-847-3115
Sean Priest

Fertilizer Plant Manager
Hwy A Wheaton • 417-652-3526

Clay Hammen (417) 489-5732 Colby Hammen (417) 489-2684
Cale Hammen (417) 669-9593 Cade Hammen (417) 342-3407

Chris Keeling (417) 737-9148

Consignments only to sell
Call a Field Rep or 417-835-3000 to consign.

Feeder calf sale every Tuesday 10am,
slaughter cows to follow

Bred cows/pairs every Tuesday 6pm

SPECIAL COW SALE

and
BARRY COUNTY READY-MIX LLC

JENKINS QUARRY LLC
4 Locations To Serve You

CASSVILLE:- 417-847-3200 • EAGLE ROCK:- 417-271-3200
SHELL KNOB:- 417-858-3200 • JENKINS 417-574-6530

BARRY COUNTY
FARMERS COOP

Exeter, Missouri

PROPANE
DIESEL
FEED

FERTILIZER
Stark City

417-638-5513
Exeter

417-835-3465 Fax 417-847-2699

Electrical • Heating • Air conditioning
Sales & Service

TUCKER ELECTRIC

RESIDENTIAL - COMMERCIAL
“Carrier Dealer”
Call For Estimates
Bryon Tucker

Office
417-847-2699

Home
417-847-3486•

If you’re in
Barry County,
I’m for you.

ChadYarnall - Agent
(417) 847-3399

cyarnall@mofb.com

Serving the Ozarks for over 64 years.
Where customers send their friends

BALL & PRIER TIRE, INC.BALL & PRIER TIRE, INC.

JCT. HWY. 86 & J, GOLDEN, MO.
417-271-3299

 Burl Mitchell, Agent 
 58 Main St

Cassville, MO 65625 
 Monday - Friday 8:30 - 5:00 

 bmitche2@amfam.com 
  

American Family Mutual Insurance Company, 
S.I. & its Operating Companies, 
6000 American Parkway, Madison, WI 53783 
©2015 006441-01 – Rev. 7/25 – 28734525

CALL (417) 847-3128 TODAY TO SEE HOW I CAN HELP PROTECT WHAT 
MATTERS MOST.

SAVE WHEN YOU BUNDLE INSURANCE 
WITH US 

• Feed
• Forage Seed
• Row Crop Seed
• Ag Chemical
• Bulk Fertilizer
• Precision Grid Soil
Testing & Variable,
Rate Fertilizer

• Custom Application
• Crop & Livestock
Insurance

Gerald Ritchie
Agri Services Manager

Hwy. 248 East, Cassville
417-847-3115
Sean Priest

Fertilizer Plant Manager
Hwy A Wheaton • 417-652-3526

and
BARRY COUNTY READY-MIX LLCBARRY COUNTY READY-MIX LLC

JENKINS QUARRY LLCJENKINS QUARRY LLC
4 Locations To Serve You

CASSVILLE:- 417-847-3200 • EAGLE ROCK:- 417-271-3200
SHELL KNOB:- 417-858-3200 • JENKINS 417-574-6530

BARRY COUNTY
FARMERS COOP

Exeter, Missouri

PROPANE
DIESEL
FEED

FERTILIZER
Stark City

417-638-5513
Exeter

417-835-3465

BARRY COUNTY 
READY-MIX

3 Locations To Serve You
Cassville: 417-847-3200 • Eagle Rock: 417-271-3200

Shell Knob: 417-858-3200

Robert Bergeron — 417-323-5250

Custom, stock, 
frameless cabinetry

Laminate, solid 
surface countertops

Custom CNC cutting

Purdy, MO

Troutman Media LLC
Now Offering...

• Envelopes • Letterhead • Business 
Cards • Banners • Calendars 

• Greeting Cards • Signs • Posters 
• Business Checks • Receipt Books

...and more!
417-847-2610

9 a.m. to 4 p.m, Monday-Friday

Clay Hammen (417) 489-5732 Colby Hammen (417) 489-2684

Cale Hammen (417) 669-9593 Cade Hammen (417) 342-3407

Chris Keeling (417) 737-9148

Under New Ownership
First Sale January 22

Exeter,MO
Feeder calf sale every Tuesday 10am,

slaughter cows to follow
Bred cows/pairs every Tuesday 6pm

Sheep/Goat sale second Friday of the month

Serving the Four 
State-area since 2019

Special Cow Sale — April 18, 5 p.m.

If you’re in
Barry County,
I’m for you.

ChadYarnall - Agent
(417) 847-3399

cyarnall@mofb.comchad.yarnall@mofb.com

TUCKER 
HEATING & AIR
Sales and service since 1971

417-847-2699

for projects of that scale 
through annual property 
tax revenue would signifi-
cantly delay progress.

“We've been looking for 
ways to replace a couple 
of our fire stations and 
make some apparatus 
purchases,” Rickard said. 
“Doing that on a current 
property tax levy is not a 
great option. The bond just 
seemed like the best option 
for us, especially with the 
way prices are increasing 
each year. It allows the 
money to come up front, 
similar to a loan, and then 
be paid back over time.”

The proposal includes 
replacing Stations 3 and 
4, which Rickard said no 
longer meet the district's 
operational needs.

“These stations are both 
very small,” Rickard said. 
“They're basically two-car 
garages.”

Station 3 is located 
south of Shell Knob at the 
intersection of Highway 39 
and Highway H in Stone 
County, while Station 4 sits 
east of town on Highway 
YY near the Barry-Stone 
county line. Both stations 
were built years ago on 
U.S. Forest Service proper-
ty and lack basic amenities.

“They have no running 
water, no septic, no bath-
room,” Rickard said. “At 
the time they were ade-
quate, but they're not 
building fire trucks small-
er.”

As apparatus have 
grown over the years, 
the stations have become 
increasingly difficult to 

use.
“We struggle to be able 

to fit fire trucks in them, 
let alone have the rest of 
the things that we need in 
those stations,” Rickard 
said. “We've been chal-
lenged with them for the 
last several years as far as 
the size of the stations and 
have been looking for ways 
to get those two stations 
replaced.”

The replacement build-
ings would be significant-
ly larger and designed 
to serve the district for 
decades.

“We want to expand on 
the size and build them 
to carry us well into the 
future,” Rickard said. 
“They'll be built with run-
ning water and septic and 
room for decontamination 
of our gear and equip-
ment.”

The new stations would 
also include room for 
future living quarters if 
the district's staffing needs 
continue to grow.

“They'll have adequate 
space to put small living 
quarters in them,” Rickard 
said. “If and when we get 
to a point of needing those 
things, we'll already have 
them.”

In addition to station 
improvements, the pro-
posal includes replacing 
several aging brush trucks.

“The brush trucks that 
we have currently are 
trucks that we've acquired 
over the years from the 
military,” Rickard said. 
“The trucks we're looking 
to replace are from the 

1980s.”
Rickard said main-

taining those vehicles has 
become increasingly diffi-
cult.

“They're having mainte-
nance problems, they don't 
have a lot of the newer 
safety aspects, and two or 
three of them we're strug-
gling now to get parts for,” 
Rickard said.

One truck required a 
major modification simply 
to remain in service.

“A few years back we 
actually had to take the 
diesel engine out and put 
a gas engine in it because 
we couldn't get parts for 
the military diesel engine,” 
Rickard said.

The district also hopes 
to purchase a dedicated 
rescue truck to consolidate 
specialized equipment 
used on increasingly com-
plex emergency calls.

“With the growing 
amount of calls and the 
more need that we're start-
ing to see for advanced 
rescue-type calls and tech-
nical rescues, it's not just 
vehicle wrecks anymore,” 
Rickard said.

Rickard said fire depart-
ments routinely respond to 
emergencies many people 
don't associate with fire-
fighters.

“People hear of fire 
departments, but they 
don't quite realize the 
extent of rescue,” he said. 
“Getting into high-angle 
rescues, farming accidents, 
equipment accidents, peo-
ple who've fallen off bluffs 
or incidents related to the 

lake — each one of those 
requires a lot of different 
type equipment.”

The proposal would also 
retire the district's remain-
ing apparatus leases.

“With the exception of 
our current lease, the dis-
trict is debt free,” Rickard 
said. “Paying those final 
leases off will free up some 
money in the annual bud-
get to allow us to do a few 
other things as well.”

Rickard said the district 
currently covers approxi-
mately 140 square miles 
with six stations, 25 emer-
gency vehicles, 10 full-time 
firefighters, 28 active vol-
unteers and seven part-
time firefighters.

“We're running about 
1,200 calls for service a 
year,” Rickard said.

The district's $1.4 mil-
lion operating budget is 
supported almost entirely 
by property tax revenue, 
which Rickard said limits 
how quickly large capital 
projects can be completed.

“Property tax comes a 
little at a time,” Rickard 
said. “It's kind of a chal-
lenging way of doing proj-
ects like this.”

Rickard said some res-
idents have asked why the 
district does not pursue a 
sales tax instead of relying 
on property taxes.

“We don't have the 
retail market here to sup-
port a sales tax,” Rickard 
said. “We don't have the 
Walmart or the Silver 
Dollar City or the big 
sales-generating business-
es here to pull that off.”

He said district leaders 
previously examined the 
possibility and found the 
tax rate required would 
have been impractical.

“When we passed our 
tax levy to bring on our full-
time help, we were looking 
at having to raise the sales 
tax rate here like 5% or 
something crazy like that,” 
Rickard said. “It put us in 
very high rates similar to 
what you see at Branson 
Landing. It just was not 
remotely appropriate.”

Rickard said the dis-
trict's existing tax levy 
funds staffing, with about 
half of the annual reve-
nue supporting personnel 
costs.

“We have a full-time 
staff of 10 people with 
minimum staffing of two 
firefighters 24/7,” Rickard 
said. “The funds that we 
generate from that part of 
our tax levy have to be used 
for staffing.”

Although state law 
would allow the district to 
seek a much larger bond 
issue, Rickard said the 
board intentionally kept 
its request well below that 
threshold.

“We could be asking for 
somewhere in the neigh-
borhood of $21 million on 
this bond,” Rickard said. 
“Our board is very conser-
vative. They took a strong 
look at our long-range 
plan, what we feel like our 
needs are and what we can 
realistically ask the people 
to support and be able to 
afford to pay back.”

Instead, the district 

is requesting less than 
one-quarter of its legal 
borrowing capacity.

“We're not asking for 
$21 million,” Rickard said. 
“We're asking for less than 
25% of what we, by law, 
could be asking for.”

Rickard also empha-
sized that district officials 
have worked to be trans-
parent about the financial 
impact if voters approve 
the measure. Approval 
would come with a proper-
ty tax increase of 23 cents 
on every $100 of assessed 
valuation.

“Our goal has been to 
be 100% upfront with the 
voters and the taxpayers 
of the district,” Rickard 
said. “We've intention-
ally distributed informa-
tion explaining that the 
bond issue would be a tax 
increase.”

To help residents 
understand the proposal, 
the district has provided 
tools to estimate individual 
tax impacts.

“There's a link on our 
website that allows you 
to put in your assessed 
valuation from your tax 
bill in order to calculate 
how much your taxes will 
increase,” Rickard said.

Ultimately, Rickard said 
the proposal is rooted in 
the district's responsibility 
to maintain reliable emer-
gency services for a grow-
ing community.

“We wouldn't be ask-
ing for the bond if we 
didn't feel it was needed,” 
Rickard said. “It's not just 
a want. It's a need, we feel.”

Bond: Central Crossing runs 1,200 calls for service a year over 140 square miles   
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1A

33-year-old from 
golden being held 

on no bond
BY KYLE TROUTMAN

ktroutman@cassville-democrat.com
A Golden man has been 

arrested and charged with three 
felonies relating to alleged sex 
crimes.

Daniel Kazakevicius, 33, of 
Golden, is charged with first-de-
gree sexual abuse, second-de-
gree rape and nonconsensual 
dissemination of private sexual 
images.

According to a probable 
cause statement filed by Det. 
Billy Forester, with the Barry 
County Sheriff's Office, on Feb. 
4, Forester interviewed the vic-
tim regarding an alleged sexu-
al assault. The victim disclosed 

Kazakevicius had allegedly 
assaulted them multiple times 
while they were incapacitated 
and without the victim's con-
sent. The victim could not recall 
the exact dates, but later con-
firmed the alleged incidents 
occurred in December 2025 
at Kazakevicius' residence in 
Golden.

The victim stated during one 
incident, Kazakevicius allegedly 
ejaculated on them while they 
were asleep and recorded it on 
his cell phone. The victim said 
the ejaculate was still present 
when they awoke, and the inci-
dent happened without the vic-
tim's consent.

The victim stated they were 
unsure what all Kazakevicius 
did while they were asleep, but 
noted they awoke numerous 
times to Kazakevicius recording 
or taking pictures while they ere 

asleep.
During a separate incident, 

the victim said they were intox-
icated to the point of feeling 
sick when Kazakevicius said he 
wanted to engage in intercourse. 
The victim said they declined, 
but Kazakevicius engaged in 
intercourse with them anyway, 
without the victim's consent. 
The victim said they pushed 
Kazakevicius away and escaped 
to the bathroom, telling him his 
actions were not OK and were 

without consent.
The victim said Kazakevicius 

replied saying he liked doing 
stuff like that, and the victim 
loved him, which made it con-
sensual.

Due to Kazakevicius actions, 
the victim ended the relation-
ship and filed for an order of 
protection, which was grant-
ed. Following that effort, 
Kazakevicius allegedly sent the 
victim multiple threatening 
emails, which the victim provid-
ed to Forester. 

The victim also revealed 
Kazakevicius had posted 
explicit photographs of the vic-
tim online, stating the photos 
were ones shared only with 
Kazakevicius during their rela-
tionship.

Through a subpoena, Forester 
requested the subscriber infor-
mation from the online service 

for the username that posted 
the explicit images online. The 
agency returned a verified email 
address used by the subscriber 
to create the account.

The email address is the same 
allegedly used by Kazakevicius 
to send the threatening emails, 
one of which stated, "Bet you 
wish you didn't burn this bridge. 
Bet you wish you had talked to 
me like a big girl and maybe 
I would have deleted these...
More? Oh yea, I have plenty...."

Kazakevicius is being held 
in the Barry County jail on no 
bond. His warrant was issued 
on July 15, and he was booked 
into the jail the following day.

A disposition hearing has 
been held, and a bond hearing 
is set for Thursday at 9 a.m. in 
the courtroom of Judge Robert 
Foulke.

Man charged with rape, dissemination of images
FELONY ARREST 
Who: Daniel Kazakevicius, 33, of 
Golden
What: Is charged with first-degree 
sexual abuse, second-degree rape 
and nonconsensual dissemination 
of private sexual images
Bond: Kazakevicius is being held 
on no bond
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The purpose of the Commentary page is to provide 
a forum of various opinions, and we highly encourage 
letters to the editor. The opinions of columnists are not 
necessarily shared by the Cassville Democrat or its staff. 
If you have an opinion, send a letter to Kyle Troutman, 
Cassville Democrat, P.O. Box 486, Cassville, MO 65625, 
email ktroutman@cassville-democrat.com or scan the QR 
code to the right to submit a letter online.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Dear Editor:
I am sure many people 

have stories relating to 
The Advertiser and Emory 
Melton. It was a sad day 
when Emory was gone 
and no longer in charge.

Though born and 
raised here, I was in 
other states working 
from early 1070’s until I 
retired in 2006. As I am 
wont to do, I occasionally 
wrote letters to the editor 
and submitted them to 
The Advertiser and the 
Democrat, which was 
under different manage-
ment at that time. 

One time I submit-

ted a letter that was in 
conflict with the editor’s 
opinion and was told 
that it wouldn’t be print-
ed because of that fact. 
Finding this unacceptable 
censorship, I wrote direct-
ly to Emory. I received a 
letter in return from him 
saying that he would not 
allow a letter to be rejected 
for that reason and it was 
in the paper the next week. 

Most memorably, was 
a time when letters were 
flying into the paper on 
a topic related to the city 
government. Several of 
mine were printed. One 
day I received a call from 

Emory’s office. I was 
told that he would like 
to speak to me if I would 
drop by. Which of course 
I did, as I couldn’t imag-
ine why he would want to 
talk to me. 

To my absolute sur-
prise, he told me that I 
was on the right track 
with my criticism of the 
city government and sug-
gested I request a specific 
set of documents from 
the city. Unfortunately 
I found out it was quite 
expensive to obtain that 
information. 

Next thing I knew, 
after informing him of the 

expense, he obtained the 
documents and provided 
them to me, which I used 
to write a few more letters 
giving more information 
to anyone who happened 
to be interested in the 
subject. 

That is something I 
shall never forget, and 
something I suspect 
would only happen with 
a small town paper with 
a long time resident and 
local owner. 

A shame it couldn’t 
make it without him.

Kathy Casey
Cassville

YOUR VIEW
Memories of Melton’s letter inclusion, assistance

In less than a week, Barry County voters will have their 
say on numerous local races and issues, as well as a few 
prominent constitutional amendments — all of which 

have the potential of maintaining or altering the future 
paths of our county and state.

County-wise, the prosecuting attorney and presiding 
commissioner races will no doubt be on the forefront of the 
voters’ minds. I hope that through our 24 prosecutor ques-
tions and 21 presiding commissioner questions over the 
last five weeks in print and the Barry County Candidates 
Forum that the Democrat has provided the kind of infor-
mation voters can use to make their decisions on Tuesday.

Other local issues include a $4.5 million bond question 
for the Central Crossing Fire Protection District, a $5 mil-
lion bond question for the city of Butterfield’s sewer system 
(a second attempt after an identical proposal failed by 21 
votes to 18 in April), and a 1% sales tax proposal for the 
Seligman Fire Protection District for equipment, training 
and operations.

While there is a story in this week’s issue on Central 
Crossing’s question, I regret to have not gotten to the 
Butterfield or Seligman fire questions in print. Individual 
follow-up stories on those should be in order.

In recent weeks, multiple requests have been made to 
analyze the four state amendments, so I hope the following 
breakdown might be of guidance.

Amendment 2 deals with the Jackson County assessor 
position, with a yes vote requiring an election instead of 
appointment. Jackson County passed a measure in 2024 
amending its county charter to require an assessor elec-
tion, so a yes vote would simply alter the state Constitution 
to remove that county’s exemption in the Constitution to 
cement an assessor election. It has zero effect on Barry 
County.

Amendments 1, 4 and 5, however, have far fur-
ther-reaching implications for the state. I only have so 
much space here, so I hope to give as much insight as suc-
cinctly as possible.

Amendment 1 would renew the 0.1% sales and use tax 
for parks, soil and water. The tax, already in place and up 
for renewal every 10 years, funds the state parks and his-
toric sites, as well as soil and water conservation programs.

Voting yes on the tax would keep that funding as-is, and 
a no vote would allow the tax to expire, forcing parks, soil 
and water to compete for funding within the framework of 
the regular state budget.

Given the state of the budget in recent years, it seems 
risky to throw parks, soil and water at the mercy of the leg-
islative budget process versus having a dedicated funding 
mechanism. 

Cassville Democrat reporter Sheila Harris wrote a more 
in-depth opinion piece on this amendment in the May 26 
edition laying out the local implications (https://tinyurl.
com/mu4sy4hr). In short, a yes vote would continue fund-
ing as-is for Roaring River State Park, but it will also may 
benefit farmers who land-apply industrial sludge that could 
have an effect on said park. “Swallowing a horse pill” is an 
apt metaphor.

Sheila also addressed Amendments 4 and 5 on July 14 
(https://tinyurl.com/bdt6bpy5), which is worth a read.

Amendment 4 would require future citizen-initiated 
Constitutional amendments to receive a statewide majority 
and majority approval in each of the eight Congressional 
districts to pass, among other provisions. Citizen-initiated 
amendments have been under attack in recent years, espe-
cially following the legalization of medical and recreational 
marijuana, Medicaid expansion and abortion rights. It’s an 
attempt to tighten Missouri citizens’ ability to pass amend-
ments, and seems more about party politics than the rights 
of the people to craft their own future for the state.

If you think there is a problem with initiative petitions, 
vote yes; and if you like the process as-is, vote no.

Finally, Amendment 5 would overhaul the state’s tax 
system by phasing out the individual income tax and 
replace funding with expanded sales tax. As with any 
change, there are pros and cons. 

States without income tax, like Texas, Florida and 
Tennessee, have experienced strong population growth 
and economic growth in recent years. However, heavier 
sales taxes will likely hit low- and middle-income earners 
the hardest, and Barry County ranks in the lower-middle 
among counties when it comes to average income.

In short, it’s a long road to haul that could have dramat-
ic effects on state funding of programs — like education, 
healthcare and public safety. If it passes and Missouri does 
not see substantial economic growth, the future would look 
dire. Sure seems like a lot of eggs to put in a fragile basket, 
and only time will tell if that basket holds.

Wherever you fall on any of the candidates or issues in 
this election, the main advice I have is go vote. If you don’t 
cast a ballot, you don’t get to rejoice or complain in the 
future of our county and state.

See you at the polls!

Kyle Troutman has served as editor of the Cassville Democrat 
since 2014 and owner/publisher since 2023. He is a three-time 

ISWNE Golden Dozen award winner. He may be reached at 
417-847-2610 or ktroutman@cassville-democrat.com.

See you at the 
polls!

KYLE TROUTMAN

PUBLISHER’S VIEW

The fight for reading; 
Literacy on the ropes

There are battles that announce 
themselves with headlines and 
protests, and there are also quiet 
battles. 

They unfold slowly, almost invis-
ible to our understanding. Then 
one day they emerge with a fright-
ening surprise like a hydra, causing 
us to ask ourselves how did this 
happen?

Reading may be one of those 
battles.

Recently, The Atlantic magazine 
published an article, provocative-
ly entitled, “The End of Reading 
is Here.” It has sparked no small 
amount of furor across the expanse 
of our country. Educators, parents, 
political pundits, librarians and 
writers have all weighed in. The 
title may be intentionally hyperbol-
ic, but the questions it raises and 
the statistical evidence it reveals 
are truly concerning. This is some-
thing that deserves our attention.

Illiteracy, once thought to be a 
societal malaise about to be van-
quished, has reared its ugly head 
again, in all places — the American 
backyard. 

Why here now? Understand 
please, this is an American prob-
lem, not confined to Missouri or 
even our beloved Cassville. No, no. 
Across America, reading scores 
continue to decline. The band-
width it impacts is all sectors of our 
demography.

More troubling still, students are 
reading less for pleasure, less for 
intellectual curiosity, less for the 
search for truth. All grade levels are 
struggling in comprehension. As in, 
what did I just read?  

And, many exhibit this very real 
difficulty in being able to sustain 
attention, cue in the squirrel look-
ing for the buried nut metaphor, 
because it is spot on. Initially, it 
was pooh poohed just a COVID-19 
issue. No more, the evidence is 
clear. 

The problem reaches far deep-
er. It is changing the educational 
landscape and will with a quick two 
step impact our communities in the 
future.

Missouri has not escaped these 
challenges. Reading proficiency 
remains below pre-pandemic levels, 
even as schools work to improve 
instruction through evidence-based 
initiatives and expanded early liter-
acy programs. Those stats matter. 
Stats alone do not solve the prob-
lem. The problem is a multi-headed 
monster. Let the finger pointing 
begin: the internet, social media, 

educational systems, home life, 
economics, pandemic circumstanc-
es, etc, etc.

As an English instructor at 
Crowder College in Cassville, liter-
acy is top of mind every day, every 
class, every student. What I have 
seen reinforces all the stats. A great 
many students, when they come 
into my Composition class have 
not read a book, save one that may 
have been assigned in high school. 
There are exceptions, yes. But, the 
vast majority read not for pleasure, 
not at all.

Sarah Smith, the Director at 
Crowder Cassville, is a fierce advo-
cate for reading for humanistic 
development. She has started a 
reading initiative by establishing 
a free library, and this summer 
offering up novels gratis with no 
requirements to turn in homework, 
just read.

Why does she do this?
I am glad you asked. Sarah 

Smith knows from her years in 
higher education that students 
thrive when they value different 
perspectives, learn from challeng-
es and remain curious about the 
world. Reading plays a vital role in 
developing their minds and their 
desire to make the world a better 
place. Reading does this. NB: Sarah 
is an Avid reader, capital “A.”

Fact: There are two known ways 
in which critical thinking is devel-
oped. This is the holy grail of edu-
cation (little “h”). Critical thinking 
is also known as problem solving 
aptitude, a higher-level cognitive 
efficacy. The first way is through 
the steady practice of reading, pri-
marily long form narrative reading, 
not social media and whatever the 
blue glow from a screen reveals. 

Novels, short stories, novellas, 
dramas, and poetry, that is what 
long form reading is. The second 
avenue is to learn a second lan-
guage. This is a physiological fact, 
science-based evidence on how our 
brains develop most efficiently.

I have spoken of the classroom, 
education as a part of growing 
up to be responsible citizens. Yet 
this concern about the decline of 
reading reaches into the commu-
nity, our community. Because the 
collective nature of the citizenry 
is to develop habits that benefit 
the greater good of all. The steady 
practice of reading is a habit that 
has benefits for every breathing 
soul. Now we are no longer talking 
English or education. 

We are talking about reading 
as a critical thinking exercise that 
allows us to grow outside of our-
selves, outside of the screen’s influ-
ence.

The issue of declining reading 
scores is a symptom. Not a cause of 
our lack of empathy for one anoth-
er. As a nation, as a people gath-
ered around our constitution, our 
very will to overcome any obstacle 
before us is part of our Git-R-Done 
spirit. I do not profess to have a 
ready-made solution, no bullet 
points to eradicate illiteracy. But 
the solution is before us and collec-
tively we will solve any problem.

I remain hopeful — nay — I 
firmly believe we will right the tee-
tering ship because I have seen it 
happen. I have witnessed students 
stand before an audience during 
Poetry Ain’t Dead, reading words 
they never imagined anyone else 
would hear. I’ve watched listen-
ers nod in quiet recognition. I’ve 
watched strangers begin conver-
sations because of a poem. Those 
evenings remind me that reading 
has never merely been about books. 
It has always been about people. 
Books simply happen to be one of 
the ways people learn to under-
stand one another.

The battle for reading will not be 
won in classrooms alone. It will be 
won around kitchen tables.

In libraries. At bedtime. On front 
porches. Perhaps even in a small 
poetry gathering on a Thursday 
evening in Cassville. Communities 
become what they repeatedly 
practice. If we hope to remain a 
community that thinks deeply, 
imagines generously, and listens 
carefully, then reading is not sim-
ply another educational objective. 
Reading and literacy are worth 
fighting for. 

Battle on.

Jeremiah Buntin is a historian at the 
Barry County Museum. He may be 

reached at jbuntin@barrycomuseum.
org.

COMMUNITY VOICES

TERRY HELD

“We’ve been looking for ways to replace a couple of our fire 
stations and make some apparatus purchases. Doing that on a 
current property tax levy is not a great option. The bond just 
seemed like the best option for us, especially with the way 

prices are increasing each year. It allows the money to come up 
front, similar to a loan, and then be paid back over time.”

— CENTRAL CROSSING FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT CHIEF RUSTY RICKARD ON WHY THE 
DISTRICT IS SEEKING A $4.5 MILLION BOND ISSUE ON AUG. 4 INSTEAD OF LOOKING TO 

MAKE UPGRADES WITH PROPERTY TAX INCOME.

QUOTE OF THE WEEK
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50 years ago
Aug. 4, 1976

— CLOSE RACES AND SWEEPS IN 
BARRY COUNTY PRIMARY VOTE 
TUESDAY

Voting went mostly as 
expected in Barry County’s 
primary Tuesday, but there 
were upsets and trage-
dy in state ballot reports. 
Congressman Jerry Litton, 
leading in a focus race for the 
Democrat nomination for 
the U.S. Senate, was killed 
in an airplane crash near 
Chillicothe. Litton, his wife, 
two children, pilot and the 
aviator’s son died in a fiery 
crash. With 93 percent of the 
state’s precincts reported, 
Litton had collected 311,424 
votes. Former Gov. Warren 
Hearnes was second with 
213,440 and Congressman 
Jim Symington was third 
with 204,741. Officials of 
the Missouri Democrat 
State Committee will name 
a replacement for the par-
ty for campaigning in the 
November general election. 
Biggest surprise in Missouri 
was in Democrat ballot-
ing for governor, where 
Kansas City attorney Joseph 
Teasdale was running 
ahead of State Sen. William 
Cason for the nomination. 
Teasdale, dubbed “Walking 
Joe” in previous campaigns, 
had 390,696 votes com-
pared to Cason’s 314,354. 
About one-half of the coun-
ty’s registered voters turned 
out for the primary election 
process. In county races, all 
incumbent candidates on 
both sides won renomina-
tion. The complete unofficial 
results as they appeared on 
the county ballot included 
the following: Democrat 
candidates — Jerry Litton 
carried his state majority 
into Barry County, receiving 
1,689 votes. Two major con-
tenders, Jim Symington had 
718 and Warren Hearnes 
452. Eight other candidates 
received minor votes. Barry 
County Democrats stum-
bled on the governor’s race, 
giving loser Bill Cason the 
majority, 1,614 to Joseph 
Teasdale’s 568. Seven other 
candidates received minor 
votes. For lieutenant gover-
nor: Richard Rabbitt 1,285, 
John McAllister 828, Alberta 
Slavin 193 and Leonard 
Bade 95. For secretary of 
state: James Kirkpatrick led 
the Democrat ticket in Barry 
County, receiving 2,339 
votes to his opponent James 
Askew’s 332. For state trea-
surer: James Spainhower, 
2,013, unopposed. For 
attorney general: James 
G. Baker 1,362, George E. 
Schaaf 1,006. For state rep-
resentative, 140th District: 
Rufus Miller of Cassville 
received the nomination 
with a 1,033-vote majority 
in Barry County and a 570-
vote plurality in McDonald 
County. Miller had 1,584 
votes in Barry County to 551 
for Ben Stanford of Monett. 
In McDonald County the 
voting went 1,050 for Miller 
to 480 for Stanford. For 
northern judge: The clos-
est race in the county was 
between William Buchanan 
of Monett and Virgil Pugh 
of Purdy, seeking a seat on 
the county court. Buchanan 
had 645 votes to 590 for 
Pugh, a 55-vote majority. 
For southern judge: Lige 
Frost, incumbent judge, 
unopposed for a second 
term, received 1,184 votes. 
For sheriff: Bob Johnson 
of Golden, running unop-
posed for his nomination, 
had 1,914 votes. For prose-
cuting attorney: Dale Burke 
of Monett. The decorations 
will be reduced each month 
until nine notes at Cassville 
banks are retired. Plans for 
the annual Fall Trout Derby 
at Roaring River State Park 
were discussed. The session 
will be Oct. 8-9, with stock-
ing arrangements through 
the Missouri Conservation 
Commission and tro-
phies for prize catches fur-
nished by the Chamber of 
Commerce. Ward told the 
directors that as of July 31 
the Chamber had distrib-
uted 5,200 Cassville bro-
chures through sport and 
travel shows and another 
2,500 through state and 
travel information centers. 
He also noted another 750 
distributed to direct inqui-
ries this spring and summer. 
Plans for the upcoming air-
port dedication and horse-
shoe pitching tournament 
were also discussed by the 
Chamber.
— AREA AWARDS TO 4-HERS FROM 
BARRY COUNTY

Eighteen 4-H members 
represented Barry County at 

the Area 4-H Achievement 
Day held on the SMSU cam-
pus in Springfield last week. 
These 4-H’ers qualified for 
competition by winning at 
the County Achievement 
Day in Cassville. Connie 
McDougle of the Lucky Four 
Club represented Barry 
County in the area senior 
dress revue and will repre-
sent the county at State 4-H 
Day in Columbia on Sept. 
11. The senior dress revue 
and public speaking are the 
only events that advance to 
state competition. Two hun-
dred seventy-five 4-H mem-
bers from the 10 counties 
in Lakes Country participat-
ed in the area competition. 
Results of the Barry County 
members are: Diane Glatz, 
gold ribbon and third in 
Junior Dress Revue, Busy 
Bee Club; Elizabeth Glatz, 
gold ribbon and third in 
Girls Senior Grooming, 
Busy Bee; Richard Schmidt, 
gold ribbon and second 
in Boys Senior Grooming, 
Kings Prairie Club; Rebecca 
Miekley, gold ribbon in Girls 
Junior Grooming, Busy 
Bee; Randy Schmidt, sil-
ver ribbon in Boys Junior 
Grooming, Kings Prairie 
Club; Jo Nell Vincent, 
silver ribbon in Crafts 
Demonstrations, Leann 
Climbers Club; Donna 
Riggs, silver ribbon and 
first in Home Management 
Demonstrations, North 
Barry County; Debbie 
Roles, silver ribbon in Foods 
Demonstrations, Busy Bee; 
LaDonna Longstreet, sil-
ver ribbon in Veterinary 
Science Demonstrations, 
Leann Climbers; Robert and 
Joe Sperandio, gold ribbon 
in Tractor Maintenance 
Demonstrations, Kings 
Prairie; Robbie Hughes, 
silver ribbon in Crafts 
Demonstrations, Leann 
Climbers; Dianna Roles, 
gold ribbon in Foods 
Judging, Busy Bee; Cathy 
Watley, gold ribbon in 
Clothing Judging, Busy 
Bee; Valerie Nickle, silver 
ribbon in Clothing Judging, 
Black Oak; Jill Shepherd, 
gold ribbon and third in 
Clothing Judging, North 
Barry County; Wendy 
Thompson, gold ribbon and 
first in Home Management 
Judging, Busy Bee; Ronnie 
Schmidt, gold ribbon 
and third in Horticulture 
Judging, Kings Prairie; and 
Dale Koch, silver ribbon in 
Horticulture Judging, North 
Barry County Club. The 
Leann Climbers Club took 
part in the Share the Fun 
Contest.

40 years ago
Aug. 6, 1986

— PRIMARY RACES DECIDED BY 20% 
COUNTY VOTER TURNOUT

Primary election races, 
there were three of them 
in Barry County Tuesday, 
were decided by a 20 per-
cent turnout of voters. Total 
vote in the U.S. Senate rac-
es on the Democrat and 
Republican ballots num-
bered 3,394 votes, accord-
ing to Rex Stumpff, coun-
ty clerk. Stumpff listed 
just over 16,500 registered 
voters in the county. That 
figures to 20.58 percent 
of eligible voters going to 
the polls to make primary 
choices. Unofficial tabu-
lations Tuesday night had 
two incumbent Republicans 
pushing aside challenges to 
win nomination. Southern 
Commissioner Billy 
Chappell outran challenger 
Robert Scott 822 to 338. In 
a closely contested race for 
Northern Commissioner, 
Rodney F. Sisco, with 552 
votes, outdistanced two 
others, Launce Bunnell, the 
closest at 458, and Connie 
Clayton at 111. Closest of all 
was the GOP race for trea-
surer where incumbent 
Gene Fare got 921, his clos-
est challenger Arthur Hegi 
of Shell Knob had 857 and 
Ronnie Miller of Cassville 
got 565. A hotly contested 
race for state representa-
tive in the 131st District had 
incumbent Eddie Williams 
at 621 with principal push 
coming from Paul Clemons 
at 616. Barbara A. Lacey of 
Exeter got 148 and David 
Alumbaugh of McDonald 
County 312. All other votes 
in the county, on both sides 
of the ballot, Democrat and 
Republican, were unop-
posed. Individual township 
and total votes are available 
in a graphic this week in 
the Democrat. Featuring a 
race of two Barry Countians, 
the Seventh Congressional 
District vote for the 
Democrats apparently went 

to George E. Abramovitz of 
Springfield and the Pioneer 
community. In the coun-
ty, he cornered 483 votes, 
Joe Lee Davidson had 231, 
Ken Young 282 and Ruby 
Oxendine 71. Stumpff 
and incumbent Presiding 
Commissioner Lloyd Dilbeck 
led the Democrat ticket 
with 1,014 and 1,005 votes 
respectively. For several 
GOP candidates, Tuesday’s 
vote was tantamount to 
election. Included were 
incumbent Associate Judge 
of the Circuit Court Edward 
Sweeney, Rodney Sisco for 
Northern Commissioner, 
Circuit Clerk Dick Sanders, 
Prosecuting Attorney John 
Lewright and Collector of 
Revenue Misha Hull, all of 
whom will be unopposed 
in the general election. 
Their only possible oppo-
sition would be a declared 
write-in candidate. Races 
set by Tuesday’s vote in the 
county included Dilbeck 
and Ray for presiding com-
missioner, Rena Crowe 
Scott and Billy J. Chappell 
for southern commission-
er, Stumpff and Dean Hall 
for clerk and Freida Nokes 
challenging Gene Fare. 
County voters turned down 
three of five Constitutional 
Amendments. The votes: 
Number Two, 1,349 yes 
and 1,786 no, pertaining to 
unsigned legislative bills; 
Number Three, 1,608 yes 
and 1,505 no, cash operat-
ing reserve; Number Four, 
1,719 yes and 1,369 no, 
county official compensa-
tion; Number Six, 1,398 yes 
and 1,670 no, state treasurer 
custodian of funds; Number 
Eight, 1,464 yes and 1,686 
no, pertaining to county 
funds. Official tabulations 
of the precinct returns were 
to begin Wednesday after-
noon in Stumpff’s office. He 
said a panel representing 
the two major political par-
ties would go over returns 
to check accuracy. District 
balloting in the Democrat 
congressional nomination 
went to Ken Young, twice 
before the party choice to 
oppose Congressman Gene 
Taylor. He outpolled George 
Abramovitz of Pioneer 
and Springfield, Joe Lee 
Davidson of Rocky Comfort 
and Ruby Oxendine of 
Joplin. In the state represen-
tative race, November will 
see a rematch between GOP 
incumbent Eddie Williams 
and one-time legislator 
Nolan McNeill of Cassville. 
McNeill, unopposed for 
the Democrat nomination, 
served one term four years 
ago. Williams outdistanced 
three opponents with 1,049 
votes. Others were Paul 
Clemons with 928, David 
Alumbaugh with 793 and 
Barbara Lacey of Exeter 
with 208. Unlike county 
returns, voters in the state 
were headed toward giving 
approval to all five consti-
tutional amendments that 
were presented at the polls 
Tuesday. Statewide rac-
es followed county trends 
as Lieutenant Governor 
Harriett Woods got the 
Democrat nomination 
for U.S. Senator in a sev-
en-way race. Former Gov. 
Christopher Bond was the 
GOP pick from four candi-
dates. Travis Morrison will 
run for state auditor on 
the Democrat ticket, while 

incumbent Margaret Kelly 
was unopposed on the GOP 
ballot. North County vot-
ers gave the nomination 
to Ross Richardson for the 
Democrats and incumbent 
Earle Staponski for the 
Republicans in an upcom-
ing battle for the seat of the 
130th District state repre-
sentative.
— 39 WILDCATS AT 100 PERCENT FOR 
FOOTBALL CAMP

If the number of those 
who made all camp prac-
tice sessions during hot July 
weather is any indication of 
interest in CHS Wildcat foot-
ball, there are good things 
ahead. Coach Joe Cavness 
said a total of 39 Wildcat 
hopefuls attended all ses-
sions. Included in the num-
ber were 20 junior high play-
ers and 19 from high school. 
Junior high members at all 
sessions were Jon Miller, 
Brian Stockton, Joe Trotter, 
Kevin Easley, Jeff Hastings, 
Jason Privett, Brendon 
Barnes, Billy Sturgis, Kelly 
Mills, Tommy Matukywicz, 
Eric Lassiter, Kyle Williams, 
Landon Calhoun, Jason 
Manning, David Bolton, 
Mike Dunmire, Brian 
Stehlik, Jimmy Moore, 
J.D. Mitchell and Scotty 
Reed. Senior high perfect 
attenders included Robbie 
Payne, Mike Hastings, 
Bryan Madison, Shannon 
Barnes, Terry Madison, 
Kerry Madison, Travis 
Hilburn, Robert Black, 
Shane Boyd, Travis James, 
Todd Speakman, Move Tu, 
Bob Chapin, Lance Pilant, 
Joe Doty, Robert Wolf and 
Jerry James. Official start 
of the season is set next 
week. With the arrival of 
Aug. 13, the Wildcats will 
begin twice-daily workouts 
in preparation for the sea-
son opener. Cavness and his 
staff will hold sessions at 8 
a.m. and 6 p.m.

30 years ago
July 31, 1996

— COUNTY VOTER TOTALS INCREASED 
23 PERCENT SINCE 1994 PRIMARY

Next Tuesday, 17,458 
registered voters in Barry 
County will have the oppor-
tunity to cast their ballot in 

the Aug. 6 primary election. 
Voter totals are up consider-
ably from the 1994 primary 
when there were 13,532 eli-
gible voters. County Clerk 
Gary Youngblood is pre-
dicting that 23 percent of 
the voters will make it to 
area polling places for the 
primaries. Flat Creek is the 
largest of the county’s 22 
precincts with 3,209 regis-
tered voters. A breakdown 
of registered voters in the 
other precincts is as follows: 
Ash, 339; Butterfield, 540; 
Capps Creek, 279; Crane 
Creek, 504; Exeter, 1,045; 
Flat Creek, 3,209; Jenkins, 
383; Kings Prairie, 430; 
McDonald, 105; Mineral, 
345; McDowell, 151; Monett, 
3,129; Ozark, 371; Pleasant 
Ridge, 209; Purdy, 1,291; 
Roaring River, 779; Sugar 
Creek, 649; Shell Knob, 771; 
White River 1, 652; White 
River 2, 766; Washburn, 
597; and Wheaton, 914. 
Voters who have registered 
in the northern and south-
ern commission districts 
are unevenly distributed. 
There are 8,037 voters in the 
northern district compared 
to 9,418 in the southern half. 
On the state level, Secretary 
of State Rebecca McDowell-
Cook is predicting a 35 
percent voter turnout. A 
canvass of the 116 election 
authorities around Missouri 
shows there are 3,231,986 
citizens registered to vote for 
the primary. This total sets a 
record for voter registration 
in the state. The Secretary 
of State compiled her 
August turnout projection 
after conferring with coun-
ty clerks and election offi-
cials throughout Missouri. 
Counties anticipating the 
highest turnout are those 
with active races for county 
offices or legislative seats. 
Youngblood reminds voters 
that the clerk’s office will be 
open Saturday, Aug. 3, from 
8 a.m. to noon for absentee 
voting. The last day to cast an 
absentee ballot will be Aug. 
5. Elections Deputy Donna 
Sanders said, as of Tuesday 
morning, the county clerk’s 
office has completed 157 
absentee ballot requests. 
Voters should be prepared 
to pick a party ballot next 
Tuesday. Choices include 
Democrat, Republican, 
Libertarian or non-parti-
san ballots. A non-partisan 
ballot does not include can-
didates. Questions about 
the primary election can be 
answered by contacting the 
county clerk’s office at 417-
847-2561 or 417-847-2762.
— CASSVILLE ELEMENTARY RECEIVES 
TENTATIVE TECH GRANT APPROVAL

Cassville R-IV School 
District received tenta-
tive approval on an almost 
$50,000 grant to upgrade 
the elementary school’s 
computer program through 
the Missouri Department of 
Elementary and Secondary 
Education. The grant, enti-
tled “Let’s Get Wired,” was 
written by Steve McNaught, 
Martha Dunnam and Marvin 
Henningson. According to 
Superintendent Dan Bailey, 
the grant was a competi-
tive one. “We were one of 
a number of schools com-
peting statewide for the 
grant,” Bailey said. “This is 
the next stage of our tech-
nology plan.” Bailey also 
stated that the majority of 
the grant will be used for 
elementary school computer 
purchasing. “Our goal is to 

have a computer in every 
classroom,” Bailey said. “We 
are moving that way. It will 
take a tremendous expense, 
and we need a tremendous 
amount of equipment. I esti-
mate that in five years, or 
so, we will be up to speed.” 
The project’s central focus 
is on using technology to 
promote student learning. 
Teachers will be able to pro-
vide specialized instruction 
for individual students as 
well as cooperative group 
learning projects. As stu-
dents participate in planned 
instructional activities, they 
will learn basic skills in 
targeted areas. McNaught 
believes in-service training 
will be essential. “We need 
to get the teachers trained 
on the computers so they are 
familiar with them. That will 
aid in teaching the students, 
and the students will easi-
ly learn the computer sys-
tem.” “We want each teach-
er to have a computer in 
their classroom,” McNaught 
said. “Eventually this will 
tie technology together with 
all three schools. There will 
possibly be schoolwide, full 
Internet access next year.” 
According to the grant pro-
posal, the total amount 
budgeted for the technol-
ogy project is $99,480. 
The amount of state funds 
requested was $49,428. The 
grant requires a school dis-
trict match of 10 percent, 
or $5,252. The district has 
also pledged an additional 
$44,800 in funding to set up 
the network. The total proj-
ect is broken down into four 
categories. $69,750 will be 
used for equipment, which 
includes 36 Macintosh 
computers equipped with 
CD-ROMs, 15-inch moni-
tors, keyboards and mouse. 
The cost of materials and 
supplies is $12,076. Other 
purchased services, includ-
ing computer setup and net-
work installation, is $10,160. 
A total of $7,776 will be 
used for employee salaries 
and benefits for teachers to 
attend in-service and fol-
low-up sessions. In addition 
to the grant, the elementary 
school received a check for 
$16,700 from last spring’s 
P.T.A. carnival. The mon-
ey was donated to the ele-
mentary for the purchase of 
computer equipment. The 
“Let’s Get Wired” project 
is designed to increase the 
language arts, reading and 
math skills of kindergarten 
through fifth grade students. 
Goals are to improve oral, 
listening, written language 
and basic math skills, as well 
as problem-solving and rea-
soning abilities. These objec-
tives will be accomplished 
by providing a computer 
network that will access a 
variety of resources for stu-
dents and teachers. Planned 
visual, oral and written 
activities that utilize com-
puter network resources will 
provide students with the 
means to master these basic 
skills. The project targets the 
entire student population, 
approximately 900 kinder-
garten through fifth grade 
students and 36 homeroom 
teachers. Existing classroom 
technology and software will 
be expanded and enhanced 
by the installation of a local 
area network. Interaction 
with new technology will 
ultimately prepare younger 
students for the high-tech 
information age. 

Meet Ward! Ward is a gorgeous brindle 
Shepherd mix with an estimated date 
ofg birth of May 5, 2016. He is a happy 
go lucky boy who is accustomed to leash 
walks, crate trained, likes other dogs (but 
we think he would do best in a home with 
older dogs or calm dogs. He doesn’t seem 
to be a fan of smaller dogs). He doesn’t 
like sharing food so would need to be fed 
separately. Ward knows commands such 
as sit. and shake. There is nothing this boy 
won’t do for a treat. Although he isn’t a pup 
anymore, this boy has quite the playful side, 
but he also enjoys being a couch potato. 
His ideal family will be gentle with him. He 
recently spent time in a foster home and 
does well with kids of all ages. He made 
himself right at home in her room in fact! 
He would be best in a home with no cats. 
His adoption fee is just $25. Adopters can 
complete an application at www.havenof-
theozarks.org/adopt. No appointment is 
needed. The Haven is open from 9 a.m. to 
4 p.m., seven days a week. All Haven of the 
Ozarks pets are fixed, up to date on their 
vaccinations, and microchipped. For more 
information, people may email havenozark-
sanctuary@gmail.com, or call at 417-835-
3647. Contributed photo

Haven of the Ozarks Pet of the Week

Through the Years

50 YEARS AGO: 50 YEARS AGO — THREE IN A BOOTH: 
While mom marks her ballot in the polling booth, in this 
case, Marilyn Peters has company in the person of her 
two daughters, Christine and Catherine. The young ladies 
seemed more interested in having their picture taken than 
they were in the election machinery that was going on 
around them. Democrat file photo
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Penelope Edwina 
“Penny” Brown

Penelope Edwina 
“Penny” Brown, 68, 
of Exeter, Mo. passed 
away Monday, July 20, 
2026 at Mercy Hospital 
Springfield in Springfield, 
Mo.

She was born August 
28, 1957 in Green 
County, Mo., the daugh-
ter of Edwin and Auda 
(Grisham) Johnson, who 
preceded her in death. 

Also preceding her 
in death were her son, 
Russell Johnson, and 
brothers, Sam Johnson, 
Charles Johnson, and Max 
Johnson.

Survivors include her 
sons, Steven Johnson of 
Exeter, Mo., Israel Brown 
of Exeter, Mo., Emanuel 
Brown of Diller, Neb., and 
Anthony Brown of Exeter, 
Mo.; 12 grandchildren and 

three great grandchildren.
She attended school in 

Galena, Mo., and grad-
uated from Galena High 
School. She was a devot-
ed homemaker and had 
made her home in Exeter 
for the past 30 years.

She was of the Baptist 
faith.

Private services will 
be held at a later date. 
Cremation arrangements 
are under direction of 
Fohn Funeral Home in 
Cassville.

Alvah Elzie 
Cassity

Alvah Elzie Cassity, 
82, of Purdy, Mo., passed 
away peacefully at his 
home on July 25, 2026.

Born on  July 13, 1944, 
in Klamath Falls, Ore.

He was preceded in 
death by his parents; his 
wife, Margaret Helen 
Golubski, and several 
brothers and sisters.                       

Survivors inlude his 
sons, Jason Cassity and 
wife Tamara, of Purdy, 
Mo. and Aaron Cassity 

and wife Dawn, of Mt. 
Vernon, Mo.; daughter, 
Stacy Cassity, of Joplin, 
Mo.; two grandchildren; 
as well as a host of extend-
ed family and friends.  

He dedicated 34 years to 
the Mo. Department of 
Transportation as a State 
Inspector before retiring. 

Funeral service will 
be held at 10:00 a.m. on 
Thursday, July 30, 2026, at 
Buchanan Funeral Home, 
with Father Paul Pudhota 
officiating. Interment will 
follow in Sts. Peter and 
Paul Catholic Cemetery. 
Visitation will be from 
6-8:00 p.m. Wednesday 
at the funeral home. 
Memorial contributions 
have been suggested to Sts. 
Peter and Paul Catholic 
Cemetery. Arrangements 
are under the person-
al care and direction of 
Buchanan Funeral Home, 
Monett, Mo. 

Paula Marie 
Crigger

Paula Marie Crigger, 
71, of Seligman, Mo. 
passed away peacefully at 
her home July 24, 2026, 
surrounded by her loving 
family.

She was born on July 
26, 1954 in Wichita, Kan., 
the daughter of Arthur 
Jacob and Viola Vernoa 
(Reed) McCleary, who 
preceded her in death. 

Also preceding her in 
death was her son, Bryan 
Crigger and two broth-
ers, Wayne McCleary and 
William McCleary.

Survivors include her 
husband, Melvin Crigger; 
her daughter, Amanda 
Horton and husband Billy 
Robinson of Seligman, 
Mo.; her sister, Lenett 
Atteberry and husband 
Allen of Seligman, Mo.; 
one granddaughter; as 
well as many nieces, neph-
ews, great-nieces, and 
great-nephews.

She attended school in 
Topeka, Kan., and grad-
uated from Topeka High 
School. She dedicated 
much of her life to her 
career, beginning as a 
Quality Control Inspector 
with Emerson Electric 
in Independence, Kan., 
where she worked for 21 
years. She later spent 15 
years with Fuji Film in 
Bentonville, Ark., before 
joining Walmart as a lab 
technician, where she 
worked for the past 18 
years until her passing.

A memorial service 
to honor and celebrate 
Paula’s life will be held at 
10:00 A.M. on Friday, July 
31, 2026, at Fohn Funeral 
Home in Cassville, Mo. 
Brother Tony Ball will con-
duct the services. Burial 
will be at Pratt Cemetery 

in Garfield, Ark., at a later 
date.

Norma L. 
Hayward

Norma L. Hayward, 88, 
of Cassville, Mo. passed 
away Monday, July 20, 
2026 at her home.

She was born February 
19, 1938 in Cassville, Mo., 
the daughter of Clarance 
D. and Cora V. (Preddy) 
Saunders, who preceded 
her in death.

Also preceding her in 
death was her husband, 
Bobby Wayne Hayward; 
brothers, Harold Saunders, 
Alfred Saunders, and 
Charles Saunders and sis-
ters, Louise Skelton and 
June Bateman.

Survivors include her 
sons, Gary Hayward of 
Cassville, Mo. and Larry 
Hayward and wife Vickie 
of Republic, Mo.; brothers, 
Johnny Saunders and wife 
Janie of Washburn, Mo. 
and Verdayne Saunders 
and wife Gail of Republic, 
Mo.; four grandchil-
dren; 12 great grandchil-
dren and special friends, 
Mitchell and Janice Allen 
of Cassville, Mo.

She attended school in 
Exeter, Mo., and graduated 
from Exeter High School 
with the Class of 1956. She 
was a devoted homemaker 
and a talented seamstress 
who made her son’s clothes 
for many years. She was of 
the Baptist faith.

Graveside services 
were held Friday, July 24, 
2026 at Mineral Springs 
Cemetery in Cassville, Mo., 
under direction of Fohn 
Funeral Home in Cassville. 
Laith Hayward conducted 
the services.

Elizabeth Janna 
Stapleton 

Elizabeth Janna 
Stapleton, was called 
home to be with the Lord 
on July 18, 2026. Elizabeth 
was born June 24, 1962 in 
Denver, CO to William Sr. 
and Martha VanTwuyver. 
Elizabeth grew up in the 
Washburn, MO area and is 
one of seven children. She 
attended Missouri State 
University. She joined the 
Red Cross AFES serving 
several years and in several 
foreign countries. She was 
an ordained pastor and is 
very strong in her faith. 
Elizabeth was preceded in 
death by her parents, a sis-
ter Alice Ann VanTwuyver, 
and brother-in-law Borie 
Fortune. She is survived by 
her son, Aaron Stapleton, 
Bentonville, AR. Also by 
her brothers and sisters: 
William VanTwuyver, Jr., 
wife Diane, Shell Knob, 
MO., Lewis Cooper, wife 
Pat, Violet Hill, AR., Nancy 
Fortune, Payette, ID., 
Martha “Marti” Miller, 
husband Steve, Prescott, 
KS., and Jan VanTwuyver, 
Washburn, MO. The mem-
ories that Elizabeth creat-
ed and the love she shared 

will continue to live in the 
hearts of all who knew her. 
She will be deeply missed 
and loved.

A private family service 
will be held at a later date.

PAID OBITUARY

Harvey Lee 
Stockton

Harvey Lee Stockton, 
age 85, of Cassville, Mo., 
passed away Monday, July 
20, 2026 at his home.

He was born May 
16, 1941 in Shell Knob, 
Mo., the son of James 
Jefferson and Mattie Mae 
(Hampton) Stockton, who 
preceded him in death. 

Also preceding him in 
death were his sisters, Reta 
Henson, Reba Kamler, and 
Mary Matthews; broth-
er, Harry Stockton; niec-
es, Karen Kamler and 
Paula Bacca; nephews, 
Steve Stockton and Marty 
Stockton; father-in-law, 
Charles Lewis and mother-
in-law, Dorothy Lewis.

Survivors include his 
wife, Nancy Belle Lewis; 
his son, Wade Stockton and 
wife Tracy of Rockledge, 
Fla.; daughter, Julie Tuttle 
and husband Joe of Oak 
Grove, Mo.; sisters, Sharon 
Hayworth and husband 
James of Washburn, Mo.; 
four grandchildren; one 
great grandchild, and sev-
eral nieces and nephews.

He attended school 
in Cassville and gradu-
ated from Cassville High 
School with the Class of 
1959. He was employed 
as an operating engineer 
at Independence Regional 
Hospital in Independence, 
Mo.

He attended First 
Baptist Church in Cassville. 

Services were held 
Saturday, July 25, 2026 
at Fohn Funeral Home 
in Cassville. Pastor Wade 
Stockton conducted the 
services. Burial was at 
Mineral Springs Cemetery 
in Cassville, Mo.

Carol Sue 
(Decocq) Tippen

Carol Sue (Decocq) 
Tippen, 77, of Howell, 
Mich., and Mannheim, 
Germany, passed away 
on her birthday, May 26, 
2026, surrounded by fam-
ily. 

She was born May 
26,1949 in Wheaton, Mo., 
the daughter of Olan Leroy 
Decocq and Mary Rozella 
Decocq, who preceded her 
in death.

The family moved to 
Mich. in1954. She grad-
uated from Kimball High 
School, Royal Oak, Mich., 
in 1967. 

Survivors include her 
brother, Paul L. Decocq 
(and his wife Amy 
Lamoreaux), of Howell, 
Mich., her sister, Janet K. 
Decocq, of Joplin, Mo., 
and nieces and nephews 
Eric and  Tara Fleming, 
Nick Webb, Emily Turner, 
Alex Webb, Hannah Way, 
Charles  Decator and 
Briella, Bailey and Blake 
Weersing . As well as, her 
“surrogate daughters,” 
Lara and Nele Sternkopf, 
of  Mannheim, who lov-
ingly accompanied Carol 

home to Mich.
She served in the United 

States Army for 22 years, 
from 1982 until 2004, pri-
marily as a Military Police 
officer. During her military 
service, She served first in 
South Korea and then in 
Germany for many years, 
during which time she was 
also deployed to Bosnia 
and Guantanamo Bay, 
Cuba. After retiring from 
the  Army, she was in the 
civil employment of the 
military for 10 years, serv-
ing in various capacities in 
the area of Anti-terrorism 
Force Protection.

The family will receive 
friends on Saturday, 
August 1, 2026, at 11:00 
am at the  White Funeral 
Home, Cassville, Mo., fol-
lowed by the burial cer-
emony at Mt.  Pleasant 
Cemetery, Butterfield, Mo.

Memorial contribu-
tions may be made to 
the American Legion 
Devereaux Post  141, 3265 
W Grand River Ave., 
Howell, MI 48855.

Arrangements are 
under the direction of 
White Funeral Home and 
Crematory.

Michael Scott 
“Mike” Wood
Michael Scott “Mike” 

Wood, age 61, of Seligman, 
Missouri passed away 
Friday, July 17, 2026 at his 
home.

He was born September 
12, 1964 in Columbus, 
Mississippi, the son of 
Melvin Douglas and 
Shirley Jean (Eldridge) 
Wood. On July 25, 1992 
in Arlington, Texas he 
was united in marriage 
to Kristi Willim, who sur-
vives. Also surviving are 
his mother, Shirley Wood 
of Arlington, Texas; sister, 
Stephanie Bliss Tancred 
and husband Chris of 
Arlington, Texas; mother-
in-law, Dannell Willim of 
Miami, Oklahoma; broth-
ers-in-law, Douglas Willim 
and wife Karen of Tulsa, 
Oklahoma, David Willim 
of Miami, Oklahoma, and 
Drew Willim and wife 
Robin of Bentonville, 
Arkansas; numerous niec-
es and nephews and his 
dog, Piper.

Preceding him in death 
were his father, Melvin 
Wood and father-in-law, 
Douglas Willim.

Mike graduated from 
Lamar High School in 
Arlington, Texas, and later 
attended Tarrant County 
Junior College, where he 
earned an associate degree 
in welding. He and Kristi 
had made their home in 
Seligman for the past 21 
years. Mike was employed 
by Long Ridge Ranch in 
Seligman.

He enjoyed fishing, 
hunting, RVing, and craft-
ing knives in his spare time. 
Mike especially enjoyed 
traveling with Kristi, 
including memorable trips 
to Alaska. He treasured 
time spent with his family 
and friends. Mike was a 
member of Corinth Baptist 
Church.

Memorial services was 
held at 2:00 P.M. Tuesday, 
July 28, 2026 at Fohn 
Funeral Home in Cassville. 
Pastor Donnie Spears con-
ducted the services.

Contributions may be 
made to Corinth Baptist 
Church in memory of 
Michael.
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Back-to-school immunizations available 
Did you know that immunization programs are 

considered one of the most important public health 
achievements in the world? Together with clean 
water and improved access to health care, immu-
nizations have contributed to most countries’ life 
expectancy. 

According to data from the World Health 
Organization, vaccination campaigns prevent 4 to 
5 million deaths annually worldwide. The Barry 
County Health Department offers all required vac-
cinations for school on a walk-in basis from Monday 
through Thursday until 5 p.m. 

Most eighth-grade students will require Tdap 
and meningitis vaccines, seniors will need menin-
gitis vaccines, and kindergartners will need Dtap, 
Polio, MMR and Varicella vaccines. We offer com-
bination vaccines for students who are previously 
up to date on their vaccinations. 

We also now have a combination vaccination 
for teens 16 years and older that protects against 5 
different bacterial strains of meningitis (A,C,W,Y, 
and B). These are the most common strains that 
can be fatal, according to CDC (Centers for Disease 
Control).

Back to School will be here before you know it, 
so beat the rush and come in for your vaccinations 
today. You can do your part in keeping our com-
munity healthy by vaccinating yourself and your 
children against vaccine-preventable diseases.

Publisher’s note: This article is courtesy of Barry 
County Health Department, located at 90 Barry 

County Drive in Cassville. The Department may be 
reached at 417-847-2114.

Barry County 
Health Corner

source of revenue for the 
state, with over $9 billion.

Tax credits in the 
amount of $1.4 trillion 
to out-of-state business-
es could be attributed, in 
part, to the enactment of a 
new Missouri tax credit law 
almost four years ago. The 
State and Local Tax Parity 
Act (SPA) Tax Credit was 
enacted through House Bill 
2400 and signed into law 
by former Governor Mike 
Parson in August 2022.

According to Legal 
Clarity Missouri, Missouri’s 
SALT Parity Act allows  a 
state and local tax work-
around for S corpora-
tions  and  partnerships, 
including those from out 
of state who operate in 
Missouri. The complicated 
tax formula hinges on the 
rate of Missouri’s income 
tax for individuals. (Section 
143.436 RSMo )

If Amendment 5 passes 
in the August 4 election, 

it will amend the state 
constitution to reduce the 
state individual income tax, 
based on revenue growth, 
until the tax is eliminated.

The Cassville Democrat 
emailed both the Missouri 
Department of Revenue 
(DOR) and State Auditor 
Scott Fitzpatrick’s office, 
requesting an explanation 
for the discrepancy on the 
DOR reports.

The DOR’s communi-
cations director replied by 
telephone, stating that an 
emailed reply would be 
forthcoming, but no reply 
has been received.

Trevor Fox, the commu-
nications director with the 
Auditor’s office, replied by 
email, stating that ques-
tions about the discrepancy 
had been referred to others 
in his office. They agreed, 
he said, that there was a 
discrepancy.

  “We’re not sure why 
[yet] though,” Fox said.

Tax: Credit law enacted   
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1A

Arrests: Charges pending    
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1A

Tuesday, two on warrants 
in Arkansas and one in 
McDonald County.

David Scott pleased not 
guilty in Barry County court 
on Monday, and he has a 
bond hearing set for Aug. 12 
at 9 a.m. in the courtroom of 
Judge Robert Foulke. Cases 
for Bobby and Mark Scott do 
not appear to be on Casenet 
as of Monday evening.

A live press conference 
was scheduled for Tuesday 

at 10 a.m. at the Barry 
County Sheriff’s Office. 
More information on this 
story will be released as it 
becomes available.

The Cassville Democrat 
ran a four-part series on 
Hocutt’s murder in October 
and November 2020. Those 
articles may be found at: 
https://www.cassville-dem-
ocrat.com/2025/10/09/
murder-on-the-tracks-who-
killed-justin-hocutt/.

IT PAYS TO ADVERTISE! 
Call our sales team today. 
417-847-2610
Cassville-Democrat.com

Purdy firefighters join southeast 
Missouri rescue efforts

Armed with a boat, 
locals responded 

to state mutual aid 
summons

BY MURRAY BISHOFF
Special to the Cassville Democrat

Responding to the state-
wide emergency call, Purdy 
Fire District firefighters 
sent a team recently to Iron 
and Reynolds counties in 
southeast Missouri to assist 
in rescues due to flooding 
along the Black River in 
southeast Missouri.

Two Purdy firefighters, 
equipped with their rescue 
boat, responded as part 
of the Missouri Mutual 
Aid System from Region 
D to help local agencies 
in need. According to 

Fire Chief Nick Mercer, 
the Purdy team worked 
alongside other firefight-
ers from across the state. 
The Region D Strike Team 
also includes Branson Fire-
Rescue, fire districts in 
Ozark and Battlefield, and 
Cox Emergency Medical 
Services. 

“Our mission extends 
beyond the boundar-
ies of our district when 
our neighbors are facing 
extraordinary emergen-
cies,” Mercer said. “I am 
incredibly proud of our 
personnel for their profes-
sionalism, dedication, and 
willingness to answer the 
call when Missouri com-
munities need help.”

Purdy firefighters 
deployed to the city of 

Ironton, then operated out 
of nearby Lesterville. 

Widespread flooding 
created dangerous con-
ditions. Rains raised the 
Black River to a record 28.7 
feet and caused one fatal-
ity. The response involved 
rescue operations, resource 
deployment, and contin-
uous support for affected 
communities. Purdy was 
one of the first local depart-
ments to secure a rescue 
boat, having responded to 
numerous incidents in the 
McDowell area. 

Mercer extended thanks 
for the Purdy district to 
the emergency respond-
ers, public safety agen-
cies, emergency manage-
ment officials, volunteers, 

and community members 
whom, he noted, “worked 
tirelessly throughout the 
response and recovery 
efforts.” He noted the dis-
trict remains committed 
to maintaining the equip-
ment, training, and read-
iness to respond to calls 
through the Missouri 
Mutual Aid System. 

“We are honored to 
stand beside our fellow 
first responders and assist 
the citizens of Iron and 
Reynolds counties during 
this devastating event,” 
Mercer said . “Our thoughts 
remain with the residents, 
businesses, and families 
affected by this historic 
flooding as recovery con-
tinues.”

Veteran area musician Dewayne Bowman and his band entertained the Stones Prairie Picnic crowd with classic 
country music selections. Bowman, second from left, on guitar, and Randy Vanderpool, right, on bass provided 
vocals. Steve Matlock, at left, played steel guitar and Johnny Winter, center right, played percussion. Murray Bishoff/
Special to the Cassville Democrat

A fine night on the prairie for a picnic

The Stones Prairie Picnic featured food, games, live 
music, and an antique car share. One of the most pop-
ular features remained the wagon rides around the 
field west of the church grounds. Joe Grissom, with his 
horses Shaggy and Scooby, provided a picturesque jaunt 
into the country, the essence of a community gathering 
in rural Barry County. Murray Bishoff/Special to the Cassville 
Democrat

Even small children had games they could play at the 
Stones Prairie Picnic. Collins Hardwick, 4, daughter of 
Britten and Katelyn Hardwick of Purdy, directed by ball 
girl Lily Terry at right, may not have grasped tossing a 
softball from a distance into a milk can, but she under-
stood a deposited ball constituted a prize, and for that, 
she was right on target. Murray Bishoff/Special to the Cassville 
Democrat

Linda Schad, right, chatted with one of the many cus-
tomers coming to the food shack at the Stones Prairie 
Picnic. The line of customers extended back to the 
bandstand. Several political candidates took the oppor-
tunity to greet guests and promote their campaign. 
Murray Bishoff/Special to the Cassville Democrat

Beverly Childress, left, chatted with Kay Johnson, seat-
ed, at the craft table, when handmade items made by 
ladies from St. John’s Lutheran Church were available 
for sale. One of the big draws at the picnic are the 
quilts, visible at rear, given away in a drawing. Carla 
Schad, of Purdy, who buys multiple chances on the 
quilts, won both the Midnight Garden quilt and the baby 
quilt. Schad also purchased two other quilts, supporting 
the efforts of the church ladies who made them. Murray 
Bishoff/Special to the Cassville Democrat



Page 8A • Wednesday, July 29, 2026 Cassville DemocratLocal

Paid for by The Committee to elect Andrew Cole, Janice Varner, Treasurer

Vote on Vote on 
Aug. 4!Aug. 4!
• Barry County native• Barry County native

• Current Assistant Prosecutor, • Current Assistant Prosecutor, 
Lawrence CountyLawrence County
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• Chairman on District N Solid 
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• Working with Cassville, Monett, Mt. Vernon, 
Aurora and Lawrence County on a Community & 

Economic Development plan

Gill claimed the commis-
sion has been “captured by 
industrial agriculture. Even 
public interest seats have 
been taken over. They want 
to protect the bottom line of 
industrial agriculture.” 
Unregulated pollution

Sources of concern sur-
faced in the discussion. 
Sheila Harris, a reporter 
with the Cassville Democrat, 
reviewed her coverage of 
permitted plans to build 
sludge storage tanks north-
west of Cassville. Harris 
noted the sludge planned 
is “raw meat processing 
parts” that are “thrown onto 
fields.” Such a source, she 
said, is “a vector for disease 
and odor.” 

Moreover, she noted the 
recharge area for Roaring 
River has been traced to 
more than 47 square miles. 
Such a practice could not 
only endanger drinking 
water but also threaten the 
integrity of Barry County’s 
recreation and tourist indus-
try. 

Harris further recount-
ed how C&H Hog Farms 
was shut down by Arkansas 
officials, but contracted to 
bring its waste material 
to Missouri. Citizens sued 
DNR and waste contracting 
companies, prompting a 
change in legislation. Harris 
noted Missouri laws only 
apply to surface distribution 
of waste material. The karst 
topography in southwest 
Missouri, with fractures in 
the bedrock, allows land-ap-
plied substances to seep 
into the underground water 
table, which is not protected 
by law. 

Harris and Kim Prince, 
speaking for POWER in 
Newton County, pointed 
out that Iowa is No. 2 in 
the nation for cancer rates. 
A recent study by the IEC-
Harkin Institute credited 
the cancer rate to water 
nitrite contamination due 
to fertilizers in particular, a 

disbursement that access-
es drinking water. Prince 
added that a Class 2 poultry 
farm can receive a permit 
from DNR without any noti-
fication to neighbors, leav-
ing those nearby “helpless.”

Steve Jeffery, an envi-
ronmental attorney with 
the Jeffery Law Firm in 
Chesterfield, noted that 
DNR will not regulate Per- 
and polyfluoroalkyl sub-
stances (PFAS), commonly 
known as “forever chemi-
cals,” nor does the agency 
monitor for the presence of 
veterinary medicine in waste 
material from farms. Both 
seep into the water table and 
risk widespread contamina-
tion of public water sources. 
Land value concerns

Richard Jones, a rancher 
and realtor from Sarcoxie, 
pulled statistics from the 
construction of data centers 
in Virginia, Oregon, Arizona, 
and Illinois. He found the 
closer a property is located 
to a data center, the greater 
the impact on property val-
ues. While land purchased 
by data centers sells for 20% 

above normal prices, land 
within three miles of a data 
center drops in value by 
20%. 

Susie Crutchfield, with 
the Socially Responsible 
Agriculture Project, iden-
tified herself as a contract 
poultry grower for Tyson 
Foods for 25 years. She was 
among the growers impact-
ed by “integrators” who dic-
tate terms to growers. The 
integrators, since 2012, have 
systematically demanded 
growers undertake “mas-
sive” upgrades. Her husband 
calculated that he would not 
be able to pay off the debt to 
upgrade until he was 80, so 
the Crutchfields withdrew. 

The integrator “has all 
the control,” she continued, 
extending to “the meat fac-
tory industry.” The upgrade 
would have boosted her 
monthly electric bill three 
to four times. She assert-
ed integrators have pushed 
to shut down older farms 
that have a lower paper val-
ue so that they can build 
newer farms with a greater 
portfolio value. Crutchfield 
also related that flushing 

water lines as instruct-
ed with iodine for 17 years 
resulted in her contracting 
thyroid cancer. She is now 
cancer-free, but was never 
warned about the danger. 
Strategies for change

Several strategies were 
suggested for fighting these 
issues. 

Rebecca Collins, with 
the Joplin Sustainable 

Technology Alliance, said 
companies come to towns 
with business proposals 
and are told, “You must 
accept unregulated growth 
or nothing. We don’t have to 
accept that.” A Community 
Benefit Agreement, dictat-
ing standards for business-
es to meet, including local 
employment and regula-
tion, can be pursued. 

Attorney Steve Jeffery 
pointed out a “common 
playbook” by data centers 
involves promises of bene-
fits to the community at the 
price of governments sign-
ing non-disclosure agree-
ments. “Big city lawyers 
overwhelm rural county 
commissioners by prom-
ising big money,” Jeffery 
said. Governments should 
refuse. In Festus, he noted, 
the public recently voted 
out four city council mem-
bers for their involvement 
in a data center deal and is 
now going after others.

“If I could be blunt, the 
reason DNR does a crap-
py job is because people 
like to do the right thing, 
but are told not to because 
of policy makers,” Jeffery 
said. “In 2009-2010, peo-
ple lost the right to file nui-
sance suits. The Republican 

super-majority caused it. If 
you continue to vote red 
in every election cycle, this 
is on you, unless you want 
to vote against your own 
self-interest. The power in 
Jefferson City is from the 
lobbyists all up and down 
High Street. The solution to 
all these problems is politi-
cal. The person who looks 
back at you from the mirror 
is the one who can cause 
change. It starts with you.”

Jamie Blair, with the 
Missouri Rural Crisis 
Center, injected that some 
Republicans have been 
good allies. “Sometimes all 
they need is political cover.” 
Several added that showing 
up for hearings, talking to 
legislators, and present-
ing a unified front has an 
impact on lawmakers. 

Kim Prince’s call to 
repeal Senate Bill 391 
and House Bill 1713 drew 
applause. 

Heidlage wrapped up 
the program by noting, 
“Lasting change happens 
whenever we all work 
together. We want change 
and we want it today. We 
are the Show-Me State. 
Show us we care. Together 
we can all make a differ-
ence.”

CAFO: Call to repeal Senate Bill 391 and House Bill 1713 drew applause   
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1A

A panel focusing on the political roots of unregulated pollution and industrialization at the 
Monett meeting were, from left: Rebecca Collins with the Joplin Sustainable Technology 
Alliance, Maxine Gill with the Missouri Coalition for the Environment, and attorney Steve 
Jeffery. Murray Bishoff/Special to the Cassville Democrat

Speaking before the meeting in Monett on pollution concerns due to industrial agriculture and data centers were, from 
left: moderator Ashlen Busick, Kim Prince with Protect Our Water and Environmental Resources, Jasper County rancher 
and realtor Richard Jones, and reporter Sheila Harris. Murray Bishoff/Special to the Cassville Democrat

Susie Crutchfield, with the Socially Responsible Agriculture 
Project speaks at the public meeting on July 19 at the 
Scott Regional Technology Center in Monett. Murray Bishoff/
Special to the Cassville Democrat
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Cassville’s 
Masin Bryan 
drives under 
the hoop 
during a 
game against 
Hollister last 
season. Kyle 
Troutman/
ktroutman@cass-
ville-democrat.
com

Cassville’s Tyson 
Bohmke sends a pass 
up the floor during 
action against Hollister 
last season. Kyle 
Troutman/ktroutman@cass-
ville-democrat.com

Cassville’s Carlos 
Barrientos puts up a 
shot in a home con-
test against Hollister 
last season. Kyle 
Troutman/ktroutman@
cassville-democrat.com

Year in Photos — Cassville boys basketball

Cassville’s Aiden Whittington goes to the rim in a contest 
against Hollister last season. Kyle Troutman/ktroutman@cassville-dem-
ocrat.com

Publisher’s note: Throughout the summer, the Cassville Democrat will feature the best unprinted photos from each team 
photographed during the 2025-2026 athletics seasons. — KT

Cassville’s Alex Holycross runs point during a summer game against Clever in Monett. Kyle Troutman/ktrout-
man@cassville-democrat.com

Cassville girls hoops goes 4-2 
in Branson summer jam

BY KYLE TROUTMAN
ktroutman@cassville-democrat.com

With five returning starters and several var-
sity roles still to be filled, Clayton Bagby, 
Cassville girls basketball coach, used this 

summer’s practices and team camps as an oppor-
tunity to evaluate the Lady Wildcats’ depth while 
experimenting with new ideas before the upcoming 
season.

The team opened its summer schedule in late 
May in its own gym before traveling for team camps 
in Monett and Branson.

“We started out about the end of May and had 
about six days in our own gym just working on indi-
vidual skill work,” Bagby said. “We did a lot of 3-on-

3 work just to try and get the ball into girls’ hands 
more than maybe if we went out and played 5-on-5.”

Cassville then split two games in Monett against 
Clever and Pierce City before heading to Branson, 
where the Lady Wildcats finished 4-2 against most-
ly unfamiliar opponents.

“We always enjoy going down there because usu-
ally at a camp like that we see a lot of teams that we 
don’t see,” Bagby said. “Of the six games we played, 
the only team that we know we’ll see next year will 
be Bolivar.”

Attendance varied throughout the summer, 
something Bagby said is expected during the off-
season.

“Summer is always tough,” Bagby said. “We saw 

15 or 16 different girls this summer, which is still 
pretty solid, but you have them hit and miss here 
and there.”

Only eight players made the Branson trip because 
of scheduling conflicts.

“We only took eight to Branson because we had 
a lot of girls out for different varying things that 
week,” Bagby said. “If they’re in town, we want 
them to be there, but we also understand it’s sum-
mer and they’re kids. If you’re going on vacation, go 
have fun.”

While Cassville returns five players who started 
games last season, Bagby said one of the biggest 
objectives this summer was identifying who will 

LADY ‘CATS EVALUATE DEPTH OVER SUMMER

Cassville’s Sammi Stockton puts up a shot in a summer game 
against Clever in Monett. Kyle Troutman/ktroutman@cassville-democrat.com

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8B
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Ken’s Collision

Center

712 W. 10th St.
Cassville, MO 65625

417-847-1200
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Hwy. 248, Cassville, MO 65625

417-847-4791
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Monett, Mo.
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Supporting local
churches and our
Tyson chaplains.

407 E. Hwy 248 • Cassville, MO
www.throgers.com

417-847-2123

CHURCH DIRECTORY
ANGLICAN

ST. MARY MAGDALENE
205 Commercial St., Exeter

835-2102

ASSEMBLY OF GOD
FIRST ASSEMBLY OF GOD
Bus. Rt. 37 N., Cassville

671-8131
ASSEMBLY OF GOD

RR 1, Box 1158, Seligman
662-3333

ASSEMBLY OF GOD
Front & Pierce, Exeter

835-4492
BRIDGEWAY ASSEMBLY OF GOD

Hwy. 39 N., Shell Knob
858-3770

FIRST ASSEMBLY OF GOD
209 W. Jefferson, Purdy

442-3898
OK ASSEMBLY OF GOD

6121 Hwy. 90, Washburn, Mo. 
737-9477.

RIDGLEY ASSEMBLY OF GOD
16544 FR 1027, Exeter

846-3513

BAPTIST
BETHLEHEM FREEWILL BAPTIST

Jct. 76 & JJ Highway
Rocky Comfort
BIBLE BAPTIST

Fasco Rd., Cassville
847-4871

BUTTERFIELD FIRST BAPTIST
10901 Walnut St., Butterfield

442-7887
CALVARY BAPTIST CHURCH

Exeter, Mo.
665-1295

CARR LANE SOUTHERN BAPTIST
P.O. Box 69, Eagle Rock

870-577-6025
CORINTH SOUTHERN BAPTIST

AA Hwy., Cassville
847-4165

EMMANUEL SOUTHERN BAPTIST
821 Old Exeter Rd., Cassville

847-3239
FIRST BAPTIST

Hwy. YY, Shell Knob
858-3496

FIRST BAPTIST
117 W. Garber St., Fairview

FIRST BAPTIST

602 West. St., Cassville
847-2965

FIRST BAPTIST
Wheaton

FIRST SOUTHERN BAPTIST
Exeter, 835-5433

FIRST SOUTHERN BAPTIST
104 W. Hwy. J, Golden

271-3605
GRACE BAPTIST CHURCH

14970 F.R. 1150, Cassville, Mo.
GRACE COMMUNITY  

FELLOWSHIP
P.O. Box 352, Shell Knob

858-6868
GRACE SOUTHERN BAPTIST

1/2 mi. off 248 corner of FR 2150 & 1150, 
Cassville; 847-4691

HIS WAY FELLOWSHIP
Highway 62, 1 mi. N. of Garfield

847-9289
MINERAL SPRINGS BAPTIST
HC #64, Cassville; 846-1115

MISSION SOUTHERN BAPTIST
RR 1, Washburn

826-5232
MT. OLIVE SOUTHERN BAPTIST

F.R. 2188, Cassville, 417-847-1245
MT. ZION BAPTIST

Hwy. 37 S., Washburn
826-5840

NEW HOPE BAPTIST
3 mi. W. of 37 on W Hwy. 

then 3/4 mi. N. to FR 1052, Exeter
652-3885

OAK RIDGE  
MISSIONARY BAPTIST

16722 State Hwy. 248, Cassville
Pastor- 501-538-6261
Local- 417-847-4597

PLEASANT HILL BAPTIST
RR 1, Box 1710, Washburn

435-2319
PURDY FIRST BAPTIST

3rd & Washington St., Purdy
442-7435

SHILOH BAPTIST
Hwy. 248, Jenkins

574-6466
PROSPERITY BAPTIST CHURCH

Rocky Comfort
PRAIRIE HILL BAPTIST

RR 1, Box 1956, Washburn
826-5158

RIDGLEY BAPTIST CHURCH
Rt. 1, Box 931, Exeter

652-7884
ROARING RIVER BAPTIST

HC #881 - Hwy. 86, Eagle Rock
271-3142

ROCK SPRINGS BAPTIST
RR 1, Seligman; 826-5770

SOLID ROCK SOUTHERN BAPTIST CHURCH
Rt. 1, Exeter, 652-3592

VICTORY BAPTIST CHURCH
Business 37 N., Cassville

826-5295
VIOLA BAPTIST

Hwy. 39, Shell Knob
858-2597

WASHBURN FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
618 N. 2nd Street, Washburn

826-5000
WAYMARK CHURCH
2581 State Hwy 37

235-7466
WHEATON FIRST BAPTIST
Hwy. 86 & Hwy. A, Wheaton

652-3898
WHEATON SOUTHERN BAPTIST
11676 State Hwy. 86, Wheaton

PO Box 175, 652-3186

CATHOLIC
HOLY FAMILY PARISH
Hwy. 39-30, Shell Knob

858-2518
ST. EDWARD PARISH
107 17th St., Cassville

847-4948

CHURCH OF CHRIST
CASSVILLE CHURCH OF CHRIST

404 State Hwy 248 Cassville, MO, 65625
Normal worship time, 10 a.m.

916-539-4708
cassvillechurchofchrist.com

CHURCH OF CHRIST
Hwy. 90 E., Washburn

826-5890
CHURCH OF CHRIST

39 Lake Rd., Shell Knob
858-3839

CHURCH OF CHRIST
Goosetree Hwy. 86, Wheaton

652-3873
CHURCH OF CHRIST

1104 Mill St., Cassville
847-2374 

CHURCH OF GOD 
APOSTOLIC FAITH

GOLDEN CHURCH OF GOD

Hwy. 86, Golden
271-3134

SPIRITUAL STREAMS  
FELLOWSHIP

Hwy. 112, Cassville
846-6339

EPISCOPAL
ST. THOMAS Á BECKET

Hwy. 112 and State Hwy. AA, Cassville
846-2155

LUTHERAN
COMMUNITY LUTHERAN

Hwy. 86, Eagle Rock
271-4383

PEACE LUTHERAN
N. Hwy. 39, Shell Knob

858-3900

METHODIST
ALL FAITH UNITED METHODIST

Hwy. 86, Eagle Rock
271-3737

CASSVILLE UNITED METHODIST
7th & Gravel, Cassville

847-2328
UNITED METHODIST
Hwy. YY, Shell Knob

858-6707
WASHBURN UNITED METHODIST

Washburn
Corner of 1st and North, Washburn
WHEATON UNITED METHODIST

101 Santee St., Wheaton
652-3858

THE CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST 
OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS

CASSVILLE BRANCH
3426 County Farm Road

Sunday, 10 a.m.
417-986-3161

NAZARENE
CHURCH OF THE NAZARENE
Business Hwy. 37 N., Cassville

417-619-1498

PENTECOSTAL
LIGHTHOUSE PENTECOSTAL
Hwy. 86 & P St., Eagle Rock

271-4929

NEW LIFE TEMPLE
Business Hwy. 37 N., Cassville

847-3106
GRACE POINT FELLOWSHIP
Washburn Community Building

479-366-2561
NEW LIFE TABERNACLE

30755 State Hwy. 37, Seligman
662-0076

PRESBYTERIAN
TRINITY PRESBYTERIAN
Hwy. 39 N., Shell Knob

858-3902
WALDENSIAN PRESBYTERIAN

1 mi. S. of Monett
235-3337

OTHER
BELIEVERS FULL GOSPEL  

FELLOWSHIP
1st. & South St., Washburn

826-5875
BLESSING HEIGHTS  
WORSHIP CENTER

1107 Farm Rd., Cassville
847-4061

CASSVILLE SDA
Old Exeter Rd. & Hwy. 37, Cassville

847-3622
BODY OF CHRIST

Wheaton, 417-652-3709
COMMUNITY FAITH CHAPEL

13372 State Hwy. 248, Cassville
847-4643

GOD’S HEALING CENTER
Seligman, 662-3118

EAGLE ROCK  
COMMUNITY CHURCH

Hwy. 86, Eagle Rock
342-0516

FIRST CHRISTIAN
Hwy. 39 N., Shell Knob

858-8200
FIRST CHRISTIAN

Old Exeter Rd. & Hwy. 37, Cassville
847-2460

GOD’S HEALING CENTER
Seligman, 662-3118

LAKESIDE CHRISTIAN CHURCH
22321 Oak Ridge Drive, Shell Knob

278-6674
OZARK CHRISTIAN CHURCH

Hwy. 37, N. of Purdy
442-3361

REAL LIFE WORSHIP CENTER
709 W. 10th St., Cassville

Everybody likes clean!
Two convenient locations

to better serve you!
Across fromWalmart

Supercenter
Old Exeter Rd. &
Hwy. 76/112

417-846-3711

417-847-2141

PLACE YOUR 
AD HERE 

$10.50 per week! 
Call our office at 417-847-2610 to get started!

This devotional and directory is made possible by these businesses who encourage all to attend worship services.

CASSVILLE AREA DEVOTIONAL PAGE

BIBLE VERSE: 
“Since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us throw off everything that 

hinders and the sin that so easily entangles, and let us run with 
perseverance the race marked out for us.”

— HEBREWS 12:1

34 Main St., Cassville • www.pizzahut.com
417-847-5503

PLACE YOUR 
AD HERE 

$10.50 per week! 
Call our office at 417-847-2610 to get started!
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HELP: Seeking handyman in 
Cassville. One day per week, $15 
per hour. 951-288-9996.

Miscellaneous

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT 
OF BARRY COUNTY, 

MISSOURI
JUVENILE DIVISION

IN THE MATTER OF 
L.A.C. 
JUAN CERVANTES
and
LETICIA CERVANTES, 
Petitioners. 
Case No. 26BR-JU00049

NOTICE UPON ORDER 
FOR SERVICE BY 

PUBLICATION

The State of Missouri 
to Itzel Cervantes natural 
mother and the unknown 
natural father:

You are hereby notified 
that an action has been 
commenced against you in 
the Circuit 

Court of the County of 
Barry, State of Missouri, the 
object and general nature of 
which is 

Petition for Termination 
of Parental Rights and 
Adoption.

The names of all parties to 
the said suit are stated above 
in the caption hereof and the 

name and address of 
the attorney for petitioner 
is James J. Randall, 405 
Broadway, P.O. Box 

151, Monett, MO 65708.
You are further notified 

that, unless you file an 

SPECIAL NOTICE
IMPORTANT INFORMATION: Please 
check your ad the first day of publication. 
If it contains an error, report it to the Cass-
ville Democrat. Errors will be corrected, 
and credit will be issued for the first day of 
publications only. The Cassville Democrat 
shall not be liable for any loss or expense 
that results from the publication (whether 
published correctly or not) or omission of 
an advertisement.

answer or pleading or shall 
otherwise 

appear and defend against 
the aforesaid petition within 
forty-five (45) days after 
the 8th day of July, 2026, 
judgment by default will be 
rendered against you.

It is ordered that a 
copy hereof be published 
according to law in The 
Cassville Democrat, 

a newspaper of general 
circulation published in the 
County of Barry, State of 
Missouri.

Witness my hand and seal 
of the Circuit Court, State of 
Missouri, the 25th day of 

June,  2026.
Craig Williams 
Circuit Clerk 
By: H. C. 
First Publication: 
07/08/2026
Second Publication: 
07/22/2026
Third Publication: 
07/15/2026
Fourth Publication:
07/29/2026
1st insertion 07/08/26
26-29

—————

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT 
OF BARRY COUNTY, 

MISSOURI

JARED KING 
PLAINTIFF, 
VS. 
JUSTIN KING 
DEFENDANT. 
CASE NO. 24BR-

CC00002

NOTICE OF SHERIFF’S 
SALE IN PARTITION

By virtue and authority 
of a certified Copy of an 
Interlocutory Judgment and 
Order of Sale in Partition 
issued out of the office of the 
Clerk of the Circuit Court of 
Barry County, Missouri, on 
the 6th day of June, 2025, 
in the above-captioned 
cause, wherein the Court 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 4B

Help Needed

found that the real estate 
hereinafter described cannot 
be divided in kind without 
great prejudice to the owners 
thereof, and directed the 
undersigned Sheriff of Barry 
County, Missouri, to sell said 
real estate at public venue to 
the highest bidder for cash.

NOTICE IS HEREBY 
GIVEN that I, the undersigned 
Sheriff of Barry County, 
Missouri, will on the17th day 
of August 2026, at 1:00 p.m., 
at the East Front Door of the 
Barry County Courthouse, 
located at 700 Main Street, 
in the City of Cassville, Barry 
County, Missouri, sell at 
public auction to the highest 
bidder for cash (or certified 
funds), all the right, title, and 
interest of the parties to said 
suit in and to the following 
described real estate, 
situated in the County of 
Barry, State of Missouri, to-
wit:

Tract 1: Lot Fifteen, Block 
Five in Chain-o-Lakes 
Subdivision No. 2, Barry 
County, Missouri,

as per the recorded Plat 
thereof; and Tract 2: Lot 
Seventeen in Block Five in 
Chain-o-Lakes Subdivision 
No. 2, Barry County, 
Missouri, as per the recorded 
plat thereof, situated in the 
County of Barry, Missouri.

Parcel ID/Tax ID Number: 
2 9 - 6 . 0 - 1 4 - 0 0 2 - 0 0 6 -
0007.000/3-1254-0

Commonly known as: 
27274 Hickory Drive, Eagle 
Rock, Missouri

Terms of Sale: Cash 
payable at the time of 
sale. The sale is subject to 
confirmation by the Circuit 
Court of Barry County, 
Missouri.

Given under my hand this 
9th day of July 2026.

Danny Boyd 
Sheriff of Barry County, 

Missouri
1st insertion 07/22/26
28-31

—————

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT 
OF BARRY COUNTY, 

MISSOURI
AT CASSVILLE

FREEDOM BANK OF 
SOUTHERN MISSOURI,

Plaintiff,
vs.
CHRISTOPHER R. ROSS,
Defendant
Case No. 22BR-CC00048

NOTICE OF SHERIFF’S 
SALE

By virtue and authority of a 
Writ of Execution issued from 
the office of the Clerk of the

Circuit Court of Barry 
County, Missouri at Cassville, 
Missouri: Take notice that on 
August 17, 2026 at 1:00 pm 
the Sheriff of Barry County, 
Missouri, will sell al the East 
Door of the Barry County 
Courthouse in Cassville, 
Missouri, to the highest 
bidder for cash, all right, title, 
interest of the above-named 
Christopher R. Ross and 
Jackie Ross and in and to the 
real property described as:

The West half of the 
Northwest Quarter A/VD the 
Northwest Quarter of the 
Southwest

Quarter of Section Twenty-
two (22), Township Twenty-
three (23), Range Twenty-
nine (29), Barry County, 
Missouri. EXCEPT a tract of 
land described as follows: 
Beginning ai the Southeast 
corner of the Northwest 
Quarter of the Southwest 
Quarter, thence North

1448 feet, thence running 
West 900 feet, thence 
running South 1448 feet, 
thence East 900 feet to the 
point of beginning.

situate in the County of 
Barry, State of Missouri, to 
satisfy said execution and 
costs.

Dated: July 8, 2026
Published in the Cassville 

Democrat on: 
July 15, 22, 29, 
August 5 and 12, 2026.
DANNY BOYD,
Barry County Sheriff
1st insertion 07/15/26
27-31

—————

NOTICE OF SHERIFF’S 
SALE

By virtue of an execution 
issued by the Office of 
the Circuit Clerk of Stone 
County, Missouri, arising out 
of a judgment entered by 
the Circuit Court of Stone 
County, Missouri, in Case 
No. 25SN-CC00164, and to 
me, as sheriff, directed and 
delivered, in favor of the 
plaintiff Nationstar Mortgage 
LLC and against the 
defendants Amber Atkisson, 
et al., I have levied upon and 
seized all of the right, title, 
interest, and estate of the 

defendant Amber Atkisson, 
in and to the following 
described real estate, situate 
in Stone County, Missouri, to 
wit:

All of Lots Six (6) and 
Seven (7), Walker Olde 
Towne Addition Phase I, 
according to the recorded 
Plat thereof, in Book 20, 
Page 38, Stone County 
Recorder’s Office, Stone 
County, Missouri, commonly 
known as 403 Kadee Dr., 
Crane, MO 65633

which I shall expose at 
public sale to the highest 
bidder for certified funds on 
the 17th day of August, 2026, 
at 10:30 a.m. at the North 
Front Door of the Stone 
County Courthouse located 
in Galena, Missouri to satisfy 
said judgment and costs.

Date: June 26, 2026 Doug 
Rader, Sheriff of Stone 
County, Missouri

1st insertion 07/22/26
28-31

—————

PUBLIC NOTICE

BREAD BID
The Exeter R-VI School 

District is requesting Bread 
Bids for the 2026-27 school 
year.

Bids are due to 101 Locust 
Street, Exeter, MO 65647 by 
Friday, August 07, 2026.

The Exeter R-VI School 
District has the right to accept 
or reject any or all bids.

Questions may be referred 
to the Central Office, 417-
835-2922 Ext. 5

Only insertion 7/29/26
29

—————

PUBLIC NOTICE

DIESEL BID
The Exeter R-VI School 

District is requesting Diesel 
Bids for the 2026-27 school 
year.

Bids are due to 101 Locust 
Street, Exeter, MO 65647 by 
Friday, August 07,2026.

The Exeter R-VI School 
District has the right to accept 
or reject any or all bids.

Questions may be referred 
to the Central Office, 417-
835-2922 Ext. 5

Only insertion 7/29/26
29

—————

PUBLIC NOTICE

MILK BID
The Exeter R-VI School 

District is requesting Milk 
bids for the 2026-27 school 
year.

Bids are due to 101 Locust 
Street, Exeter, MO 65647 by 
Friday, August 07, 2026.

The Exeter R-VI School 
District has the right to accept 
or reject any or all bids.

Questions may be referred 
to the Central Office, 417-
835-2922 Ext. 5

Only insertion 7/29/26
29

—————

NOTICE 

Notice is hereby given that 
the Planning and Zoning 
Commission of the City of 
Seligman, Missouri, will 
conduct a public hearing on 

August 17th, 7pm, 
at City Hall, 29144 Main 

Street, Seligman, MO 65745, 
to discuss the following 

changes to the City Code.
Update minimum square 

footage requirements.
Roof pitch standards.
Age limitations for 

manufactured structures.
Drainage and culvert 

specifications.
Permitted uses, 

Comprehensive marijuana 
cultivation facility.

Definition additions.
Amending title iv of the 

City code, land use.
To add chapter 415, 

subdivision requirements 
and regulations.

For the purpose of updating 
the code to better reflect the 
revised statutes of Missouri.

For a more orderly and 
organized code.

Only insertion 07/29/26
29

—————

NOTICE OF PUBLIC 
HEARING

County of Barry will hold a 
public hearing to adopt 2026 
tax rate. 

The meeting will be held at 
Barry County Courthouse at 
Monday, 9:20 a.m. Monday, 
August 10, 2026.

2026 Current Year 
Assessed Valuations are, 

Real Estate $514,788,009. 
Personal Property 

$204,488,485. 
Total $719,276,494. 
2025 Prior Year Assessed 

Valuations were: 
Real Estate $506,111,638. 
Personal Property 

$198,765,789. 
Total $704,877,427. 
2025 Tax Rate Ceiling was 

0.0000. 
2026 Tax Rate Ceiling 

0.0000. 
Only insertion 7/29/26
29

—————

NOTICE OF PUBLIC 
HEARING

Butterfield Special Road 
District of Barry County will 
hold a public hearing to adopt 
2026 tax rate. 

The meeting will be held 
at Butterfield Community 
Building at 6:30 p.m. 
Tuesday, August 18, 2026.

2026 Current Year 
Assessed Valuations are, 

Real Estate $16,858,608. 
Personal Property 

$9,108,129. 
Total Valuation 

$25,966,737. 
2025 Prior Year Assessed 

Valuations were: 
Real Estate $16,668,502. 
Personal Property 

$10,250,199. 
Total $26,918,701. 
2025 Tax Rate Ceiling was 

0.3212. 
2026 Tax Rate Ceiling 

0.3299. 
Only insertion 7/29/26
29

—————

NOTICE OF PUBLIC 
HEARING

Capps Creek Special 
Road District of Barry County 
will hold a public hearing to 
adopt 2026 tax rate. 

The meeting will be held 
at 5086 Farm Road 2057 in 
Monett at noon Thursday, 
August 20, 2026.

2026 Current Year 
Assessed Valuations are, 

Real Estate $8,226,460. 
Personal Property 

$3,328,377. 
Total $11,554,837. 
2025 Prior Year Assessed 

Valuations were: 
Real Estate $8,004,239. 
Personal Property 

$3,078,538. 
Total $11,082,777. 
2025 Tax Rate Ceiling was 

0.2691. 
2026 Tax Rate Ceiling 

0.2691. 
Only insertion 7/29/26
29

—————

NOTICE OF PUBLIC 
HEARING

The Crane Creek Special 
Road District of Barry County 
will hold a public hearing to 
adopt their 2026 tax rate. The 
meeting will be held at the 
office of Kaup Bookkeeping, 
121 Main St, Crane, MO at 
7:00 pm on Tuesday, August 
4 , 2025.

The 2025 Assessed 
Valuations were: 

Autumn Woods 
Senior Apartments 

Hwy 37 & Lincoln Ave, Purdy, MO 65734 

1 Bedroom Apts. Now Available! 
Income Limits Apply

Rental Assistance Available
Laundry Facilities/Community Room 

Resident Pays Only Electric

*Especially for Seniors 62 and Older or
Disabled Households Regardless of Age

FOR MORE DETAILS CALL: 
417-390-3921 
RELAY #711

“This institution is an equal opportunity 
provider and employer.” 

www.bellmanage.com

Cedar Towers  
Apartments 
600 Monroe Street, Purdy, MO 65734 

2 Bedroom Apts. Now Available!

Income Limits Apply
On-Site Laundry Facilities and 

Playground
Tenant responsible for Electric

Rental Assistance Available

FOR MORE DETAILS CALL: 
417-390-3921 
RELAY #711

“This institution is an equal 
opportunity provider and employer.” 

www.bellmanage.com

$8,454,778.00, Real Estate; 
$4,463,822.00, Personal 
Property; $12,918,600.00, 
Total Valuation. The 2026 
Assessed Valuations are 
$8,565,609.00, Real Estate; 
$4,513,981.00, Personal 
Property; $13,079,590.00, 
Total Valuation. The 2025 
Tax Rate Ceiling was .1931. 
The 2026 Tax Rate Ceiling is 
.1989.

Mark A McCullough, 
Authorized Signature for 

Political Subdivision
Only insertion 7/29/26
29

—————

NOTICE OF PUBLIC 
HEARING

Corsicana Special Road 
District of Barry County will 
hold a public hearing to adopt 
2026 tax rate. 

The meeting will be held 
at 5086 Farm Road 2057 in 
Monett at 7 p.m. Tuesday, 
August 11, 2026.

2026 Current Year 
Assessed Valuations are, 

Real Estate $5,773,564. 
Personal Property 

$1,678,180. 
Total Valuation $7,451,744. 
2025 Prior Year Assessed 

Valuations were: 
Real Estate $5,888,334. 
Personal Property 

$1,512,805. 
Total Valuation $7,401,139. 
2025 Tax Rate Ceiling was 

0.1320. 
2026 Tax Rate Ceiling 

0.1320. 
Only insertion 7/29/26
29

—————

MOUNTAIN SPECIAL 
ROAD DISTRICT

Mountain Special Road 
District will hold a public 
hearing to adopt 2026 tax 
rate. 

The meeting will be held 
at Jenkins Fire station at 10 
a.m. Thursday, August 20, 
2026.

2026 Current Year 
Assessed Valuations are, 

Real Estate $3,862,594. 
Personal Property 

$1,660,380. 
Total Valuation $5,522,974. 
2025 Prior Year Assessed 

Valuations were: 
Real Estate $3,727,816. 
Personal Property 

$1,529,878. 
Total Valuation $5,257,694. 
2025 Tax Rate Ceiling was 

0.1861. 
2026 Tax Rate Ceiling 

0.1861. 
Only insertion 7/29/26
29

PUBLIC AUCTION
GUNS - TRAILER - ANTIQUES - TOOLS

SATURDAY, AUG. 1, 2026 *9:00 AM
LOCATION: 30496 Hwy 37, Seligman, MO 65745.  

*Guns - Bows - Ammo* Heritage 410ga - Winchester Model 69-A 22cal  - Taurus 38 special 
revolver - Rossi 243/20ga combo - Heritage 22lr revolver - Ruger 10/22 - 22mag bolt action rifle - 

compound bows - crossbow - lots of ammo
*Trailer - Boat - Dirtbike* 5x8 trailer - v-bottom boat - Honda 100r dirtbike

*Antiques & Collectables* Fishing reels - plugs & jigs - pink, green, amber depression ware - FIre 
King - cast iron - enamelware - Advertising pieces - embroidery - childrens collectables - etc

*Tools - Shop - Outdoor* Large assortment of good modern and antique 
hand tools all varieties

*Note - Large auction - very partial listing - Go to auctionzip.com, Auctioneer ID 35501 for 
pictures and listing

OWNER: TERRY AND SHIRLEY CORN
HOLDERS AUCTION SERVICE

BUTTERFIELD, MISSOURI
  	 BRAD HOLDER		  JEFF HOLDER		  CARL HENDRIX 
   	 417-689-5582 		  417-342-3218 		  417-342-4370  

Probate

IN THE 39TH JUDICIAL 
CIRCUIT, BARRY COUNTY, 

MISSOURI
JUDGE OR DIVISION:

PROBATE

In the Estate of ALBERT 
BRUMLEY JR, 

Deceased.
Case Number: 
26BR-PR00048

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
(SMALL ESTATE)

To All Persons Interested 
in the Estate of 

ALBERT BRUMLEY JR, 
Decedent.
On April 10, 2026 a small 

estate affidavit was filed 
by the distributees for the 
decedent under  Section 
473.097, RSMo, with the 
Probate Division of the Circuit 
Court of BARRY COUNTY 
Missouri.

All creditors of Decedent, 
who died on 24-OCT-2024, 
are notified that Section 
473.444, RSMo,  sets a 
limitation period that would 
bar claims one year after the 
death of Decedent. A creditor 
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Troutman Media LLC
Now Offering...

• Envelopes • Letterhead • 
Business Cards • Banners 

• Calendars 
• Greeting Cards 
• Signs • Posters 
• Business Checks 
• Receipt Books

...and more!
417-847-2610

9 a.m. to 4 p.m, Monday-Friday

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3B
Trustee’s Sales

NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S 
SALE

Default having been made 
in the payment of that certain 
note secured by Deed of 
Trust executed by 

Jonathan L. Reed 
And Amber R. Reed, 
Husband And Wife, 
dated 11/8/2021, recorded 

on 11/9/2021, as Instrument 
No. 202107685, in Book 21, 
Page 7569, Rerecorded on 
2/14/2022 as Book No. 22, 
Page 958, Office of Recorder 
of Deeds, Barry County, 
Missouri. The Successor 
Trustee will on 8/31/2026, 
between the hours of 9:00 
o’clock A.M. and 5:00 P.M. 
more particularly at 1:15 PM, 
at the East Door of the Court 
House, City of Cassville, 
Barry County, 102 West 
Street, Suite 2, Cassville, 
Missouri 65625, sell at public 
venue to the highest bidder 
for cash, the following real 
estate:

ALL OF THE WEST 
SIXTY-TWO AND ONE-
HALF (62 1/2) FEET OF THE 
FOLLOWING

DESCRIBED TRACT OF 
LAND, TO-WIT: BEGINNING 
TWO HUNDRED SEVENTY 
(270) FEET

EAST OF THE 
NORTHWEST CORNER OF 
OUT LOT NUMBER THIRTY-
EIGHT (38) IN THE

CITY OF CASSVILLE, 
MISSOURI, LOCATED 
IN THE NORTHEAST 
QUARTER OF THE

NORTHEAST QUARTER 
OF SECTION TWENTY-
NINE (29), TOWNSHIP 
TWENTY-THREE

(23), RANGE TWENTY-
SEVEN (27), BARRY 
COUNTY, MISSOURI, 
THENCE EAST ONE

HUNDRED TWENTY-FIVE 
(125) FEET, THENCE IN A 
SOUTHERLY DIRECTION 
TO THE

SOUTH LINE OF OUT 
LOT NUMBER THIRTY-
EIGHT (38), THENCE IN A 
WESTERLY

DIRECTION ONE 
HUNDRED TWENTY-FIVE 
(125) FEET, THENCE THE 
SOUTH LINE OF

OUT LOT NUMBER 
THIRTY-EIGHT (38), 
THENCE IN A WESTERLY 
DIRECTION ONE

HUNDRED TWENTY-FIVE 
(125) FEET], THENCE IN A 
NORTHERLY DIRECTION 
TO THE

PLACE OF BEGINNING, 
SAME BEING A STRIP OF 
LAND SIXTY-TWO AND 
ONE-HALF (62

1/2) FEET WIDE EAST 
AND WEST AND TWO 
HUNDRED (200) FEET, 
MORE OR LESS IN

LENGTH RUNNING 
NORTH AND SOUTH.

ALSO A STRIP OF LAND 
THREE (3) FEET WIDE OFF 
THE ENTIRE EAST SIDE 
OF THE

F O L L O W I N G 
DESCRIBED TRACT OF 
LAND; BEGINNING 200 
FEET EAST OF THE

NORTHWEST CORNER 
OF OUT LOT THIRTY-
EIGHT (38) IN THE CITY OF 
CASSVILLE,

BARRY COUNTY, 
MISSOURI, LOCATED 
IN THE NORTHEAST 
QUARTER OF THE

NORTHEAST QUARTER 
OF SECTION TWENTY-
NINE (29), TOWNSHIP 
TWENTY-THREE SOUTH 
LINE OF

OUT LOT THIRTY-EIGHT 
(38), THENCE WEST 70 
FEET, THENCE NORTH

TO PLACE OF 
BEGINNING AND BEING A 
STRIP OF LAND 70 FEET 
WIDE RUNNING EAST

AND WEST AND 200 
FEET LONG, MORE OR 
LESS, RUNNING NORTH 
AND SOUTH. LESS

ANY PART THEREOF, 
IF ANY, TAKEN OR USED 
FOR ROAD PURPOSES 
SUBJECT TO

ANY EASEMENTS, 
RIGHTS OF WAY OR 
RESTRICTIONS OF 
RECORD OR FACT. THE

I N F O R M A T I O N 
CONTAINED IN BRACKETS 
HAS BEEN ADDED TO 
MORE ACCURATELY

REFLECT THE LEGAL 
DESCRIPTION)

For the purpose of 
satisfying said indebtedness 

and the costs of executing 
this trust.

Vylla Solutions - Missouri, 
LLC

Successor Trustee
TS No.: 26-40447
Pub Commences: 

7/1/2026
By: NFPDS
Website: www.xome.com
Purported address: 304 W 

14TH ST, CASSVILLE, MO 
65625

Please be advised that 
the trustee may require 
entity or trust bidders at this 
trustee’s sale to provide 
information, documentation 
and/or certification of the 
vesting instructions and 
the data required to be 
reported pursuant to FinCEN 
regulations effective for 
transfers of residential 
real property to covered 
transferees on or after 
March 1, 2026. The required 
information must be provided 
to the trustee before a 
trustee’s deed will be issued 
for covered transfers. The 
Buyer may be required to 
pay charges associated with 
the gathering and reporting 
of information to FinCEN. 
Additional in-formation 
regarding these regulations 
and the required transferee 
information and certifications 
can be found at:

https://www.federal
r e g i s t e r . g o v /

documents/2024/
08/29/2024-19198/anti-

money-
laundering-regulations-for-

residential-
real-estate-transfers and 
https://www.fincen.gov/rre-

faqs#D_
1st insertion 07/01/26
25-33

—————

TRUSTEE’S SALE

IN RE: 
Donald Adamson Jr 
and Rhonda Adamson, 
husband and wife Trustee’s 

Sale:
For default in payment 

of debt and performance of 
obligation secured by Deed 
of Trust executed by 

Donald Adamson Jr and 
Rhonda Adamson, 

husband and wife dated 
April 25, 2019 and recorded 
in the Office of the Recorder 
of Deeds of Barry County, 
Missouri in Book 19, Page 
2143 the undersigned 
Successor Trustee, at the 
request of the legal holder 
of said Note will on Tuesday, 
August 4, 2026 between the 
hours of 9:00 a.m. and 5:00 
p.m., (at the specific time of 
10:50 AM), at the East Door 
of the Court House, City 
of Cassville, Barry County, 
State of Missouri, sell at 
public vendue to the highest 
bidder for cash the following 
described real estate, 
described in said Deed of 
Trust, and situated in Barry 
County, State of Missouri, to 
wit:

LOT EIGHTEEN (18) AND 
18 FEET OFF THE EAST 
SIDE OF LOT SEVENTEEN 
(17) IN BLOCK ONE (1), 
WOOLSEY’S ADDITION 
TO THE CITY OF MONETT, 
BARRY COUNTY, 
MISSOURI. SUBJECT TO 
ANY EASEMENTS, RIGHTS 
OF WAY, RESTRICTIONS, 
RESERVATIONS AND 
COVENANTS OF RECORD 
OR FACT.

to satisfy said debt and 
cost.

MILLSAP & SINGER, P.C.,
Successor Trustee
612 Spirit Drive
St. Louis, MO 63005
(636) 537-0110
File No: 

233957.080426.471889 FC
NOTICE
Pursuant to the Fair Debt 

Collection Practices Act, 
15 U.S.C. §1692c(b), no 
information concerning the 
collection of this debt may 
be given without the prior 
consent of the consumer 
given directly to the debt 
collector or the express 
permission of a court of 
competent jurisdiction. The 
debt collector is attempting 
to collect a debt and any 
information obtained will be 
used for that purpose.

PUBLISH ON: July 8, 2026 
07/15/2026, 07/22/2026, 
07/29/2026

1st insertion 07/08/26
26-29

—————

NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S 
SALE

A default has accrued on 
a certain note secured by a 
deed of trust executed by, 
MICHAEL J. ADAMS dated 
3/10/2006 and recorded on 
3/13/2006 in BOOK 06 PAGE 
1843, in the Recorder’s office 
for Barry County, Missouri. 
The successor trustee will 
on August 10, 2026 between 
the hours of 9:00 am and 
5:00 pm, more particularly at 
12:00 PM, at the East Front 
Door of the Barry County 
Courthouse, 700 Main Street, 
Cassville, Missouri sell at 
public venue to the highest 
bidder for cash (certified 
funds only), the following real 
estate:

ALL THAT PART OF THE 
SOUTHEAST QUARTER 
OF THE SOUTHWEST 
QUARTER THAT LIES 
SOUTH AND WEST OF 
STATE HIGHWAY NO. 44 
IN SECTION 2, TOWNSHIP 
23, RANGE 29, BARRY 
COUNTY, MISSOURI.

for the purpose of satisfying 
said indebtedness and the 
costs of executing this trust.

CSM Foreclosure Trustee 
Corp.

Successor Trustee
(800) 652-4080
4x
07/15/2026, 
07/22/2026, 
07/29/2026, 
08/05/2026
CSM File 26-26-01091
NOTE: This office is a debt 

collector.
1st insertion 07/15/26
27-30

—————

NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S 
SALE

For default in the payment 
of debt secured by a deed of 
trust executed by 

Kelly M. McKee, 
dated December 6, 2019, 

and recorded on December 
6, 2019, in Book No. 19, 
at Page 6818 in the Office 
of the Recorder of Deeds, 
Barry County, Missouri, the 
undersigned Successor 
Trustee will on August 19, 
2026, at 3:15 PM, at the 
East Front Door of the 
Barry County Courthouse, 
Cassville, Missouri, sell at 
public vendue to the highest 
bidder for cash:

BEGINNING AT A POINT 
ON THE NORTH RIGHT OF 
WAY LINE OF A PUBLIC 
ROAD, SAID POINT BEING 
779.4 FEET SOUTH AND 
36 FEET WEST OF THE 
NORTHEAST CORNER 
OF THE NORTHWEST 
QUARTER OF THE 
NORTHWEST QUARTER 
OF SECTION 8, TOWNSHIP 
21, RANGE 26, BARRY 
COUNTY, MISSOURI, 
THENCE NORTH 69 
DEGREES 24 MINUTES 
WEST 307.5 FEET TO 
AN EXISTING CORNER 
FENCE POST, THENCE 
SOUTH 28 DEGREES 30 
MINUTES WEST 280.6 
FEET TO THE NORTH 
RIGHT OF WAY LINE OF A 
PUBLIC ROAD, THENCE 
NORTHEASTERLY 446.3 
FEET ALONG THE NORTH 
RIGHT OF WAY LINE OF 
SAID PUBLIC ROAD TO 
THE POINT OF BEGINNING, 
BEING PART OF THE 
NORTHWEST QUARTER 
OF THE NORTHWEST 
QUARTER OF SECTION 
more correctly described as 
BEGINNING AT A POINT 
ON THE NORTH RIGHT OF 
WAY LINE OF A PUBLIC 
ROAD, SAID POINT BEING 
779.4 FEET SOUTH AND 
36 FEET WEST OF THE 
NORTHEAST CORNER 
OF THE NORTHWEST 
QUARTER OF THE 
NORTHWEST QUARTER 
OF SECTION 8, TOWNSHIP 
21, RANGE 26, BARRY 
COUNTY, MISSOURI, 
THENCE NORTH 69 
DEGREES 24 MINUTES 
WEST 307.5 FEET TO 
AN EXISTING CORNER 
FENCE POST, THENCE 
SOUTH 28 DEGREES 30 
MINUTES WEST 280.6 
FEET TO THE NORTH 
RIGHT OF WAY LINE OF A 
PUBLIC ROAD, THENCE 
NORTHEASTERLY 446.3 
FEET ALONG THE NORTH 
RIGHT OF WAY LINE OF 
SAID PUBLIC ROAD TO 
THE POINT OF BEGINNING, 
BEING PART OF THE 
NORTHWEST QUARTER 

OF THE NORTHWEST 
QUARTER OF SECTION 
8 TOWNSHIP 21, RANGE 
26, BARRY COUNTY, 
MISSOURI, commonly 
known as 16898 Farm Road 
2260, Eagle Rock, MO, 
65641

subject to all prior 
easements, restrictions, 
reservations, covenants 
and encumbrances now of 
record, if any, to satisfy the 
debt and costs.

SouthLaw, P.C. Successor 
Trustee

First Publication: 
July 22, 2026. 
For more information, visit 

www.southlaw.com
NOTICE
Pursuant to the Fair Debt 

Collection Practices Act, 
15 U.S.C. §1692c(b), no 
information concerning the 
collection of this debt may 
be given without the prior 
consent of the consumer 
given directly to the debt 
collector or the express 
permission of a court of 
competent jurisdiction. The 
debt collector is attempting 
to collect a debt and any 
information obtained will 
be used for that purpose 
(Casefile No. 257333-
1084254).

1st insertion 07/22/26
28-31

—————

NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S 
SALE

A default has accrued on 
a certain note secured by a 
deed of trust executed by, 

JAMES L PETERS 
dated 2/4/2025 and 

recorded on 2/18/2025 in 
BOOK 25 PAGE 745, in 
the Recorder’s office for 
Barry County, Missouri. The 
successor trustee will on 
August 21, 2026 between 
the hours of 9:00 am and 
5:00 pm, more particularly at 
10:00 AM, at the East Front 
Door of the Barry County 
Courthouse, 700 Main Street, 
Cassville, Missouri sell at 
public venue to the highest 
bidder for cash (certified 
funds only), the following real 
estate:

THE FOLLOWING-
DESCRIBED REAL 
PROPERTY, LYING, BEING 
AND SITUATE IN THE 
COUNTY OF BARRY AND 
STATE OF MISSOURI, TO 
WIT:

ALL OF LOTS SEVEN 
(7), EIGHT (8), NINE (9), 
TEN (10), ELEVEN (11) AND 
TWELVE (12), IN ELKINS 
ADDITION TO WHEATON, 
BARRY COUNTY AS 
PER RECORDED PLAT 
THEREOF.

EXCEPT:
ALL THAT PART OF 

LOTS 12, 11, 10, 9, 8 AND 
7 ELKINS ADDITION TO 
WHEATON DESCRIBED 
AS: BEGINNING AT A POINT 
THAT IS 60 FEET WEST 
AND 62 FEET SOUTH OF 
THE NORTHEAST CORNER 
OF SAID LOT 12 IN ELKINS 
ADDITION TO WHEATON, 
BARRY COUNTY, 
MISSOURI THENCE 
NORTH 62 FEET TO THE 
NORTH LINE OF LOT 12; 
THENCE WEST 63 FEET 
MORE OR LESS TO THE 
NORTHWEST CORNER 
OF LOT 12; THENCE 
SOUTH ALONG THE WEST 
LINE OF LOTS 12, 11, 10, 
9, 8 AND 7 A DISTANCE 
OF 150 FEET TO THE 
SOUTHWEST CORNER 
OF LOT 7; THENCE EAST 
ALONG THE SOUTH LINE 
OF SAID LOT 7 A DISTANCE 
OF 104 FEET; THENCE 
LEAVING SAID LOT LINE 
NORTH 52 FEE; THENCE 
IN A NORTHWESTERLY 
DIRECTION 54.5 MORE OR 
LESS TO THE POINT OF 
BEGINNING.

for the purpose of satisfying 
said indebtedness and the 
costs of executing this trust.

CSM Foreclosure Trustee 
Corp.

Successor Trustee
(800) 652-4080
4x
07/29/2026, 
08/05/2026, 
08/12/2026, 
08/19/2026
CSM File 26-26-01206
NOTE: This office is a debt 

collector.
1st insertion7/29/26
29-32

may request that this estate 
be opened for administration.

Receipt of this notice 
should not be construed by 
the recipient to indicate that 
the recipient may possibly 
have a beneficial interest 
in the estate. The nature 
and extent of any person’s 
interest, if any, may possibly 
be determined from the 
affidavit on this estate filed 
in the Probate Division of 
the Circuit Court of BARRY 
COUNTY Missouri.

Date of first publication is 
July 22, 2026.

Date of second publication 
is July 29, 2026.

Craig Williams, 
Circuit Clerk 
by S. Parker, 
Probate Clerk 
1st insertion 07/22/26
28-29

—————

IN THE 39TH JUDICIAL 
CIRCUIT, BARRY COUNTY, 

MISSOURI
JUDGE OR DIVISION: 

PROBATE 

In the Estate of 
COY E CUMMINS, 
Deceased. 
Case Number: 
26BR-PR00089

NOTICE OF LETTERS 
OF ADMINISTRATION 

GRANTED
(SUPERVISED 

ADMINISTRATION)

To All Persons Interested in 
the Estate of 

COY E CUMMINS, 
Decedent:
On JULY 13, 2026, the 

following individual was 
appointed the personal 
representative of the estate of 
COY E CUMMINS, decedent, 
by the Probate Division of the 
Circuit Court of Barry County, 
Missouri. 

The personal 
representative’s name and 
business address is: 

JOCELYN A CUMMINS, 
PO BOX CASSVILLE, MO 

65625
The personal 

representative’s attorney’s 
name, business address and 
phone number is: 

HARRY DANIEL 
SCHWARTZ, 

702 WEST ST, 
PO BOX 276, 
CASSVILLE, MO 65625, 
417-847-2734.
All creditors of said 

decedent are notified to file 
claims in court within six 
months from the date of the 
first  publication of this notice 
or if a copy of this notice 
was mailed to, or served 
upon, such creditor by the  
personal representative, 
then within two months from 
the date it was mailed or 
served, whichever is later, 
or be forever barred to the 
fullest extent permissible by 
law. Such six-month period 
and such two-month period 
do not extend the limitation 
period that would bar claims 
one year after Decedent’s 
death, as 

provided in Section 
473.444, RSMo, or any other 
applicable limitation periods. 
Nothing in Section 473.033, 
RSMo, shall be construed 
to bar any action against a 
decedent’s liability insurance 
carrier through a defendant 
ad litem pursuant to Section 
537.021, RSMo.

 Date of the decedent’s 
death: 

25-JAN-2026
Date of first publication: 
JULY 29, 2026
Date of second publication: 
AUGUST 5, 2026
Date of third publication: 
AUGUST 12, 2026
Date of fourth publication: 
AUGUST 19, 2026
Craig Williams, 

Circuit Clerk 
By S. Parker, 
Probate Clerk
Receipt of this notice by 

mail should not be construed 
by the recipient to indicate 
that the recipient necessarily 
has a beneficial interest in the 
estate. The nature and extent 
of any person’s interest, if 
any, can be determined from 
the files and records of this 
estate in the Probate Division 
of the above referenced 
Circuit Court.

1st insertion 07/29/26
29-32

—————

THE CIRCUIT COURT 
PROBATE DIVISION 

BARRY COUNTY, 
MISSOURI

In the Estate of:

Lilly Petersen
Deceased.
Estate No. 
26BR-PR00002

NOTICE OF FILING OF 
FINAL SETTLEMENT 
AND PETITION FOR 

DISTRIBUTION 

TO ALL PERSONS 
INTERESTED IN THE 
ESTATE OF Lilly Petersen, 
Deceased:

You are hereby notified that 
the undersigned Personal 
Representative will file a Final 
Settlement and Petition for 
determination of the persons 
who are the successors in 
interest to the personal / real 
property of the decedent and 
of the extent and character of 
their interest therein and for 
distribution of such property, 
in the Probate Division of the 
Circuit Court of Barry County, 
Missouri, on July, 2026, or 
as may be continued by the 
Court, and that any objections 
or exceptions for such Final 
Settlement or Petition or 
any item thereof must be in 
writing and filed within twenty 
days after the filing of such 
Final Settlement.

James Randall
Attorney
1. Jarrell David Rhea
Personal Representative
405 E Broadway. Monett, 

Mo 65708
Address
Service of the within notice 

is acknowledged at
July 15.22, 29 and August 

5.2026
Dates of Publication
ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF 

SERVICE OF NOTICE
Monett on July 7, 2026.
PROOF OF MAILING OF 

COPY OF NOTICE OF FILING 
OF FINAL SETTLEMENT 
AND PETITION FOR 
DISTRIBUTION

Samantha Prescott, on 
that state(s) that a copy of 
the above Notice was mailed 
by the undersigned on July 7, 
2026

by ordinary mail, according 
to law, to:

Heirs
Kelly Rhea 236 South 485 

West, Providence, Ut 84332
Karren Stonehouse 5094 

FR 1090, Monett, Mo 65708

Kimberly Sprague PO Box 
97, Blue Grass Ia, 52726

Kurtis Stonehouse 9602 
Cypresss Brook Rd, Tampa 
Fl 33647

Kathryn Swanson 528 1” 
Ave, Silivis, II 61282

Kris Haley 2007 W George 
Washington, Davenport, la 
52804

The foregoing is made 
under oath or affirmation 
and its representations are 
true and correct to the best 
knowledge and belief of the 
undersigned, subject to the 
penalties of making a false 
affidavit or declaration.

1st insertion 7/29/26
29-32

IT PAYS TO ADVERTISE! 
Call our sales team today at 417-847-2610
Thanks for reading the Cassville Democrat.
www.cassville-democrat.com
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REPUBLICAN PARTY

FOR STATE AUDITOR

Vote For ONE
SCOTT FITZPATRICK

GERALD (JERRY)
WISTRAND JR.

FOR UNITED STATES
REPRESENTATIVE
DISTRICT 7

Vote For ONE
JOHN CASEY

GRAYSON HUNT

ERIC W. BURLISON

FOR STATE REPRESENTATIVE
DISTRICT 158

Vote For ONE
SCOTT CUPPS

FOR ASSOCIATE CIRCUIT JUDGE
DIVISION I

Vote For ONE
JOHNNIE E. COX

FOR ASSOCIATE CIRCUIT JUDGE
DIVISION II

Vote For ONE
ROBERT "BOB" FOULKE

FOR PRESIDING COMMISSIONER

Vote For ONE
CHAD JOHNSON

STEVE BLANKENSHIP

FOR COUNTY CLERK

Vote For ONE
KIMI DEAL

FOR CIRCUIT CLERK

Vote For ONE
CRAIG WILLIAMS

FOR RECORDER OF DEEDS

Vote For ONE
DANIELLE STILL

FOR TREASURER

Vote For ONE
GRETTA TRIPP

FOR PROSECUTING ATTORNEY

Vote For ONE
AMY BOXX

ANDREW COLE

FOR COLLECTOR OF REVENUE

Vote For ONE
SKYLER BOWMAN

DEMOCRATIC PARTY

FOR STATE AUDITOR

Vote For ONE
QUENTIN WILSON

GREGORY UPCHURCH

FOR UNITED STATES
REPRESENTATIVE
DISTRICT 7

Vote For ONE
MISSI HESKETH

FOR STATE REPRESENTATIVE
DISTRICT 158

Vote For ONE
CHRIS FOSTER

LIBERTARIAN PARTY

FOR STATE AUDITOR

Vote For ONE
DUSTIN COFFELL

FOR UNITED STATES
REPRESENTATIVE
DISTRICT 7

Vote For ONE
KEVIN CRAIG

SAMPLE BALLOT  
PRIMARY ELECTION  

TUESDAY, AUGUST 4, 2026 
BARRY COUNTY, MISSOURI

NOTICE OF ELECTION
Notice is hereby given that the Primary Election will be held in the County of Barry on Tuesday, August 4, 2026 as 
certified to this office by the participating entities of Barry County.  The ballot for the Election shall be in substantially the 
following form.

NON-PARTISAN

CONSTITUTIONAL
AMENDMENT NO. 1

YES

NO

Proposed by Article IV, Section 47(c)
(Second Regular Session) SJR No. 1

Shall Missouri continue for 10 years the
one-tenth of one percent sales/use tax
that is used for soil and water
conservation and for state parks and
historic sites, and resubmit this tax to
the voters for approval in 10 years?

The measure allows continued
collection of the existing sales and use
tax, which generates revenue of
approximately $140 million annually.

CONSTITUTIONAL
AMENDMENT NO. 2

YES

NO

Proposed by 103rd General Assembly,
(First Regular Session) HCS HJR
Nos. 23 & 3

Shall the Missouri Constitution be
amended to:
• require all charter counties, including
Jackson County, to provide for the
election of a county assessor; and
• require assessors in all charter
counties to comply with any training
requirements established by general
law?

State and local governmental entities
estimate no costs or savings.

CONSTITUTIONAL
AMENDMENT NO. 4

YES

NO

Proposed by 103rd General Assembly
(Second Extraordinary Session) HCS
HJR No. 3

Shall the Missouri Constitution be
amended to:
• Modify current requirements that a
statewide majority of voters may
approve initiative petitions to amend the
constitution;
• Require a majority of voters in each
congressional district to approve
initiative petitions to amend the
constitution; and
• Make available to each voter the full
text of initiative petitions with their
ballot?

The Department of Corrections
estimates increased annual costs of up
to $21,817. The Office of State Public
Defender estimates an unknown fiscal
impact. Other state governmental
entities estimate no costs or savings.
Local governmental entities estimate no
costs or savings.

CONSTITUTIONAL
AMENDMENT NO. 5

YES

NO

Proposed by 103rd General Assembly,
(Second Regular Session) SS SCS
HCS HJR Nos. 173 & 174

Shall the Missouri Constitution be
amended to:
• Require legislative phase-out of the
individual state income tax based on
revenue growth, and authorize the
expansion of sales and use taxes;
• Curtail constitutional limits on taxing
goods and services; and
• Require local tax rate cuts without
reducing school funding if local sales tax
revenue increases?

The proposal has no direct impact on
state or local tax revenue. If passed,
implementing legislation will have an
unknown impact to state and local tax
revenue. If implemented, state
government entities expect a reduction
of $57,000 annually in income tax
check-off donations and implementation
costs of at least $100,000.

CENTRAL CROSSING FIRE
PROTECTION DISTRICT

SPECIAL BOND ELECTION
PROPOSITION FIRE

YES

NO

Shall the Board of Directors of the
Central Crossing Fire Protection District,
Missouri, issue general obligation bonds
in the amount of Four Million Five
Hundred Thousand Dollars ($4,500,000)
for the purpose of acquiring real
property; constructing, renovating,
furnishing and equipping fire stations
and other facilities; purchasing and
equipping new and replacement fire
fighting vehicles, apparatus, and
auxiliary equipment to meet current
safety standards; retiring existing lease
financings; and to the extent funds are
available, completing other repairs and
improvements to the existing facilities of
the District?

SELIGMAN FIRE PROTECTION
DISTRICT

QUESTION

YES

NO

Shall the Seligman Fire Protection
District impose a sales tax of 1 % for the
purpose of providing fire protection
services, including equipment, training,
and operational expenses?

CITY OF BUTTERFIELD

BOND ELECTION
QUESTION

YES

NO

Shall Butterfield, Missouri, issue its
sewerage system revenue bonds in the
amount of $5,000,000 for the purpose of
extending and improving the City's
sewerage system, including acquiring
land and rights of way, the cost of
operation and maintenance of said
sewerage system and the principal of
and interest on said revenue bonds to
be payable solely from the revenues
derived by the City from the operation of
its sewerage system, including all future
improvements and extensions thereto?

CONSTITUTIONAL
AMENDMENT NO. 2

YES

NO

Proposed by 103rd General Assembly,
(First Regular Session) HCS HJR
Nos. 23 & 3

Shall the Missouri Constitution be
amended to:
• require all charter counties, including
Jackson County, to provide for the
election of a county assessor; and
• require assessors in all charter
counties to comply with any training
requirements established by general
law?

State and local governmental entities
estimate no costs or savings.

CONSTITUTIONAL
AMENDMENT NO. 4

YES

NO

Proposed by 103rd General Assembly
(Second Extraordinary Session) HCS
HJR No. 3

Shall the Missouri Constitution be
amended to:
• Modify current requirements that a
statewide majority of voters may
approve initiative petitions to amend the
constitution;
• Require a majority of voters in each
congressional district to approve
initiative petitions to amend the
constitution; and
• Make available to each voter the full
text of initiative petitions with their
ballot?

The Department of Corrections
estimates increased annual costs of up
to $21,817. The Office of State Public
Defender estimates an unknown fiscal
impact. Other state governmental
entities estimate no costs or savings.
Local governmental entities estimate no
costs or savings.

CONSTITUTIONAL
AMENDMENT NO. 5

YES

NO

Proposed by 103rd General Assembly,
(Second Regular Session) SS SCS
HCS HJR Nos. 173 & 174

Shall the Missouri Constitution be
amended to:
• Require legislative phase-out of the
individual state income tax based on
revenue growth, and authorize the
expansion of sales and use taxes;
• Curtail constitutional limits on taxing
goods and services; and
• Require local tax rate cuts without
reducing school funding if local sales tax
revenue increases?

The proposal has no direct impact on
state or local tax revenue. If passed,
implementing legislation will have an
unknown impact to state and local tax
revenue. If implemented, state
government entities expect a reduction
of $57,000 annually in income tax
check-off donations and implementation
costs of at least $100,000.

CENTRAL CROSSING FIRE
PROTECTION DISTRICT

SPECIAL BOND ELECTION
PROPOSITION FIRE

YES

NO

Shall the Board of Directors of the
Central Crossing Fire Protection District,
Missouri, issue general obligation bonds
in the amount of Four Million Five
Hundred Thousand Dollars ($4,500,000)
for the purpose of acquiring real
property; constructing, renovating,
furnishing and equipping fire stations
and other facilities; purchasing and
equipping new and replacement fire
fighting vehicles, apparatus, and
auxiliary equipment to meet current
safety standards; retiring existing lease
financings; and to the extent funds are
available, completing other repairs and
improvements to the existing facilities of
the District?

SELIGMAN FIRE PROTECTION
DISTRICT

QUESTION

YES

NO

Shall the Seligman Fire Protection
District impose a sales tax of 1 % for the
purpose of providing fire protection
services, including equipment, training,
and operational expenses?

CITY OF BUTTERFIELD

BOND ELECTION
QUESTION

YES

NO

Shall Butterfield, Missouri, issue its
sewerage system revenue bonds in the
amount of $5,000,000 for the purpose of
extending and improving the City's
sewerage system, including acquiring
land and rights of way, the cost of
operation and maintenance of said
sewerage system and the principal of
and interest on said revenue bonds to
be payable solely from the revenues
derived by the City from the operation of
its sewerage system, including all future
improvements and extensions thereto?

CONSTITUTIONAL
AMENDMENT NO. 2

YES

NO

Proposed by 103rd General Assembly,
(First Regular Session) HCS HJR
Nos. 23 & 3

Shall the Missouri Constitution be
amended to:
• require all charter counties, including
Jackson County, to provide for the
election of a county assessor; and
• require assessors in all charter
counties to comply with any training
requirements established by general
law?

State and local governmental entities
estimate no costs or savings.

CONSTITUTIONAL
AMENDMENT NO. 4

YES

NO

Proposed by 103rd General Assembly
(Second Extraordinary Session) HCS
HJR No. 3

Shall the Missouri Constitution be
amended to:
• Modify current requirements that a
statewide majority of voters may
approve initiative petitions to amend the
constitution;
• Require a majority of voters in each
congressional district to approve
initiative petitions to amend the
constitution; and
• Make available to each voter the full
text of initiative petitions with their
ballot?

The Department of Corrections
estimates increased annual costs of up
to $21,817. The Office of State Public
Defender estimates an unknown fiscal
impact. Other state governmental
entities estimate no costs or savings.
Local governmental entities estimate no
costs or savings.

CONSTITUTIONAL
AMENDMENT NO. 5

YES

NO

Proposed by 103rd General Assembly,
(Second Regular Session) SS SCS
HCS HJR Nos. 173 & 174

Shall the Missouri Constitution be
amended to:
• Require legislative phase-out of the
individual state income tax based on
revenue growth, and authorize the
expansion of sales and use taxes;
• Curtail constitutional limits on taxing
goods and services; and
• Require local tax rate cuts without
reducing school funding if local sales tax
revenue increases?

The proposal has no direct impact on
state or local tax revenue. If passed,
implementing legislation will have an
unknown impact to state and local tax
revenue. If implemented, state
government entities expect a reduction
of $57,000 annually in income tax
check-off donations and implementation
costs of at least $100,000.

CENTRAL CROSSING FIRE
PROTECTION DISTRICT

SPECIAL BOND ELECTION
PROPOSITION FIRE

YES

NO

Shall the Board of Directors of the
Central Crossing Fire Protection District,
Missouri, issue general obligation bonds
in the amount of Four Million Five
Hundred Thousand Dollars ($4,500,000)
for the purpose of acquiring real
property; constructing, renovating,
furnishing and equipping fire stations
and other facilities; purchasing and
equipping new and replacement fire
fighting vehicles, apparatus, and
auxiliary equipment to meet current
safety standards; retiring existing lease
financings; and to the extent funds are
available, completing other repairs and
improvements to the existing facilities of
the District?

SELIGMAN FIRE PROTECTION
DISTRICT

QUESTION

YES

NO

Shall the Seligman Fire Protection
District impose a sales tax of 1 % for the
purpose of providing fire protection
services, including equipment, training,
and operational expenses?

CITY OF BUTTERFIELD

BOND ELECTION
QUESTION

YES

NO

Shall Butterfield, Missouri, issue its
sewerage system revenue bonds in the
amount of $5,000,000 for the purpose of
extending and improving the City's
sewerage system, including acquiring
land and rights of way, the cost of
operation and maintenance of said
sewerage system and the principal of
and interest on said revenue bonds to
be payable solely from the revenues
derived by the City from the operation of
its sewerage system, including all future
improvements and extensions thereto?

CONSTITUTIONAL
AMENDMENT NO. 2

YES

NO

Proposed by 103rd General Assembly,
(First Regular Session) HCS HJR
Nos. 23 & 3

Shall the Missouri Constitution be
amended to:
• require all charter counties, including
Jackson County, to provide for the
election of a county assessor; and
• require assessors in all charter
counties to comply with any training
requirements established by general
law?

State and local governmental entities
estimate no costs or savings.

CONSTITUTIONAL
AMENDMENT NO. 4

YES

NO

Proposed by 103rd General Assembly
(Second Extraordinary Session) HCS
HJR No. 3

Shall the Missouri Constitution be
amended to:
• Modify current requirements that a
statewide majority of voters may
approve initiative petitions to amend the
constitution;
• Require a majority of voters in each
congressional district to approve
initiative petitions to amend the
constitution; and
• Make available to each voter the full
text of initiative petitions with their
ballot?

The Department of Corrections
estimates increased annual costs of up
to $21,817. The Office of State Public
Defender estimates an unknown fiscal
impact. Other state governmental
entities estimate no costs or savings.
Local governmental entities estimate no
costs or savings.

CONSTITUTIONAL
AMENDMENT NO. 5

YES

NO

Proposed by 103rd General Assembly,
(Second Regular Session) SS SCS
HCS HJR Nos. 173 & 174

Shall the Missouri Constitution be
amended to:
• Require legislative phase-out of the
individual state income tax based on
revenue growth, and authorize the
expansion of sales and use taxes;
• Curtail constitutional limits on taxing
goods and services; and
• Require local tax rate cuts without
reducing school funding if local sales tax
revenue increases?

The proposal has no direct impact on
state or local tax revenue. If passed,
implementing legislation will have an
unknown impact to state and local tax
revenue. If implemented, state
government entities expect a reduction
of $57,000 annually in income tax
check-off donations and implementation
costs of at least $100,000.

CENTRAL CROSSING FIRE
PROTECTION DISTRICT

SPECIAL BOND ELECTION
PROPOSITION FIRE

YES

NO

Shall the Board of Directors of the
Central Crossing Fire Protection District,
Missouri, issue general obligation bonds
in the amount of Four Million Five
Hundred Thousand Dollars ($4,500,000)
for the purpose of acquiring real
property; constructing, renovating,
furnishing and equipping fire stations
and other facilities; purchasing and
equipping new and replacement fire
fighting vehicles, apparatus, and
auxiliary equipment to meet current
safety standards; retiring existing lease
financings; and to the extent funds are
available, completing other repairs and
improvements to the existing facilities of
the District?

SELIGMAN FIRE PROTECTION
DISTRICT

QUESTION

YES

NO

Shall the Seligman Fire Protection
District impose a sales tax of 1 % for the
purpose of providing fire protection
services, including equipment, training,
and operational expenses?

CITY OF BUTTERFIELD

BOND ELECTION
QUESTION

YES

NO

Shall Butterfield, Missouri, issue its
sewerage system revenue bonds in the
amount of $5,000,000 for the purpose of
extending and improving the City's
sewerage system, including acquiring
land and rights of way, the cost of
operation and maintenance of said
sewerage system and the principal of
and interest on said revenue bonds to
be payable solely from the revenues
derived by the City from the operation of
its sewerage system, including all future
improvements and extensions thereto?

Polls open at 6 a.m. 
on Aug. 4 and close 

at 7 p.m.



Page 6B • Wednesday, July 29, 2026 Cassville Democrat

CONSTITUTIONAL
AMENDMENT NO. 2

YES

NO
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amended to:
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Jackson County, to provide for the
election of a county assessor; and
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counties to comply with any training
requirements established by general
law?

State and local governmental entities
estimate no costs or savings.
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NO
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• Require local tax rate cuts without
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revenue increases?
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Shall the Board of Directors of the
Central Crossing Fire Protection District,
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in the amount of Four Million Five
Hundred Thousand Dollars ($4,500,000)
for the purpose of acquiring real
property; constructing, renovating,
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DISTRICT
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Shall the Seligman Fire Protection
District impose a sales tax of 1 % for the
purpose of providing fire protection
services, including equipment, training,
and operational expenses?

CITY OF BUTTERFIELD

BOND ELECTION
QUESTION

YES
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Shall Butterfield, Missouri, issue its
sewerage system revenue bonds in the
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Butterfield/McDonald..................................Butterfield Fire Station
Cassville City/Rural/Mineral................................Family Life Center
Exeter...................................................Exeter Community Building
Golden.................................Golden Baptist Church Activity Center
Jenkins.......................................................Jenkins Fire Department
Kings Prairie/Pleasant Ridge............Pleasant Ridge Baptist Church 
Monett-City/Rural/Capps Creek................Monett City Park Casino
Ozark/Crane Creek........................Madry Christian Union Building
Purdy/McDowell......................................................Purdy City Hall 
Roaring River................................Eagle Rock Community Building
Seligman............................................Seligman Community Center
Shell Knob.....................................Shell Knob Community Building
Washburn/Ash............................Washburn 1st Baptist Act. Center
Wheaton.........................................Wheaton Community Building

The polling places for said election will open 
at 6:00 a.m. and close at 7:00 p.m., during 
which time any person properly registered 
to vote in Barry County will be given the 

opportunity to cast his/her ballot.

POLLING LOCATIONS

Two week in-person, no 
excuse absentee voting 
for the Aug. 4 Primary 
Election runs through 

Aug. 3 at the Clerk’s Office.

Voters must present photo 
identification to vote. 

Acceptable IDs include: 
Missouri Driver License, 

Missouri Non-Driver License, 
Military ID or Passport. For 
more information, call the 

Barry County Clerk’s Office 
at 417-847-2561 or email 
jennis@barrycountyclerk.

com or ajohnson@
barrycountyclerk.com.

Legals

Summertime offers many activities for weekend adventures and opportunities to 
do new and different things. Misty Hunter, a mom and grandmother from Cassville, 
took her family group to George Washington Carver Day at the Carver National 
Monument, west of Diamond, on July 11. From left are: Keanu Jump, Sage Hunter, 
Skylar Hunter, Treyton Jump, and Misty Hunter. They are pictured at the Newtonia 
Battlefield Protection Association booth, where association president Cathy Sheehy 
provided details about the annual Newtonia Festival, which will be held Sept. 26. 
Murray Bishoff/Special to the Cassville Democrat

Nearby summer adventures 
include Carver Day

Call 847-2610 to subscribe
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NOTICE OF TAX CERTIFICATE SALE

I, Skyler Bowman, Collector of the Revenue in and for Barry County, Missouri, hereby give 
notice as provided by law that I shall offer for sale, the hereafter described lots and lands or so 
much, thereof, as may be necessary to discharge the taxes, penalty, interest and costs due thereon 
at the time of sale, to the State of Missouri for delinquent taxes on real estate, in or adjacent to 
the courthouse in Cassville, Barry County, Missouri, on the fourth Monday of August, Being the 
24th day of August, 2026, commencing at 10:00 a.m. of said day and continuing from day to day 
thereafter until all is offered, said lots and lands situated in Barry County, Missouri, and described 
in forty acre tracts or other legal subdivisions and the additions, etc., and the aggregate amount of 
taxes, penalty, interest and costs.  Each year separately state as follows:

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24.

25.

26.

27.

28.

29.

30.

31.

32.

33.

34.

35.

36.

37.

38.

39.

40.

41.

42.

43.

44.

45.

46.

47.

48.

49.

50.

PAID

PAID

PAID

PAID
PAID

PAID

PAID
PAID
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I, Skyler Bowman, Collector of the Revenue in and for Barry County, Missouri, do hereby certify that the 
foregoing is, to the best of my knowledge and belief, a correct list of lands and lots that will be offered for sale 
as set forth. 

THIS 8TH DAY OF JULY 2024
SKYLER BOWMAN

COLLECTOR OF REVENUE
BARRY COUNTY, MISSOURI

56.

57.

58.

PAID
PAID

Lucas Hudson

Hailey Mills Brextin Sprague

Makiah Colf

WILDCATWILDCAT  
PLAYERS PLAYERS 

OF THE WEEKOF THE WEEK

Your Locally Owned Independent Bank
Cassville • Exeter • Wheaton

talon media group
RADIO THAT COVERS AGRICULTURE
AND YOUR HOME TOWN AS WELL AS
PROVIDING YOU WITH LOCAL AREA

AND BRANSON DISCOUNTS

TUNE IN TO OUR STATIONS &
CHECK US OUT ON OUR WEBSITE

800-928-5253 235-6041 678-0416

www.radiotalon.com
KRMO AM 990 · KKBL 95.9 FM · KSWM AM 940 · KQMO 97.7 FM

52.

53.

54.

55.

51.

fill the remaining varsity 
spots.

“We’ve got five girls 
coming back that start-
ed last year at one point 
or another,” Bagby said. 
“From there, it’s just trying 
to figure out where we’re 
going to get the rest of our 
lineup from and who’s 
going to take those six, sev-
en, eight and nine spots on 
the varsity floor.”

The absence of some 
returning players at 
Branson created additional 

opportunities for others to 
earn valuable varsity min-
utes.

“Obviously, we want 
the Kennedys, [Audrey 
and Taylor] there, but they 
weren’t able to make it 
down to Branson with us,” 
Bagby said. “All that did 
was give girls an opportuni-
ty to play and show us what 
they could do when they’re 
around some other varsity 
players.”

Among those seeing 
expanded action were 

Aubrie Atkinson and Tomi 
Blankenship, both return-
ing letter winners, along 
with Sammi Stockton, 
Kynzleigh Scott and Addy 
Ramaeker.

“Sammi got an oppor-
tunity to play quite a bit, 
Kynzleigh Scott got an 
opportunity to play quite 
a bit, as well as Addy,” 
Bagby said. “It gave them 
an opportunity to see what 
they can do.”

The coaching staff also 
used the summer to test 
changes before the regular 
season.

“We’re looking to change 
a few things up, so it’s 
always a good time in sum-
mer to try a few of those 
things,” Bagby said. “You 
can see if it’s something you 
might be able to do or if it 
might be a bad idea and 
you probably need to look a 
different direction.”

One area Bagby hopes 
to improve is the Lady 
Wildcats’ half-court 
defense.

“We feel like after last 
year we could do a better 
job, especially in the half 
court defensively, than 
maybe we did at times last 
year,” he said.

Offensively, the focus is 
on finding the right combi-
nations as new players step 
into larger roles.

“It’s just trying to fig-
ure out, with the girls that 
are going to come in and 
step up, how they’re going 
to fit together,” Bagby 
said. “What do we need to 
do and how do we want 
to attack things from the 
offensive standpoint?”

With summer activities 
winding down, Bagby said 
basketball now takes a back 
seat as most of the roster 
transitions into fall sports.

“Once July gets there, 
we kind of give way to the 
fall sports,” he said. “I think 
we only have one or two 
girls right now that’s not 
going to be involved in a 
fall sport.”

The coaching staff plans 
to provide opportunities for 
players to continue devel-
oping individually before 
basketball season resumes.

“We’ll probably open the 
gym in the morning so they 
can get a ball in their hand 
and get shots up,” Bagby 
said. “Hopefully, they do 
well there and come to bas-
ketball in the winter ready 
to go.”

Summer: Used to test changes for regular season   
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1B

Cassville’s Kynzleigh Scott makes a basket during action 
against Clever in Monett this summer. Kyle Troutman/
ktroutman@cassville-democrat.com . Kyle Troutman/ktrout-
man@cassville-democrat.com

Cassville’s Briley Gross fights through traffic during action against Clever in Monett this summer. Kyle Troutman/ktroutman@
cassville-democrat.com
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Kids' Columns

Why is a 2016 calendarmore popular than a2015 calendar?

Q:

A:Ithasmoredates
.

Did you hear the joke
about the roof?Q:

What is brown
and

has a head and
a tail

but no legs?Q:

A:Apenny.

Material for your
weekly game page

A:Nevermind;
it’soveryourhead.

ANSWER:SUNFLOWER

DRAW THE MIRROR IMAGE OF THE PICTURE YOU SEE

Your flower needs to be watered;
can you find the path that leads to it?

What is the name of the flower?
It’s a: S_ _ _ _ _ _ _ R

What sound
do porcupines makewhen they kiss?

Q:

A:Ouch!

Why was the guy looking
for fast food on his friend?Q:

What do you c
all

someone who i
s afraid

of Santa?Q:

A:Clausterphobic.

Material for your
weekly game page

A:Becausehisfriendsaid
“Dinnerisonme.”

COMPLETE EACH GRIDWITH NUMBERS
FROM 1 TO 6, KEEPING IN MIND THAT:
- a number can only appear once per row
- a number can only appear once per column
- a number can only appear once in each
box of 6 squares

Can you find
this funny octopus's shadow?

ANSWER:SHADOWNO.6

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8
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We are your locally owned funeral home and crematory, 
striving to treat everyone like family.

WE HAVE THE ONLY PET CREMATORY IN THE AREA.

196 Sale Barn Road 196 Sale Barn Road 
Cassville, Missouri • 417-847-8400Cassville, Missouri • 417-847-8400

Shell Knob residents call 417-858-8400Shell Knob residents call 417-858-8400
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Investment
opportunity
Investment
opportunity

businessbusiness
p r o j e c tp r o j e c t
business
p r o j e c t

Accredited,
Qualified, 

Institutional
Investors ... 

Clearvisionnew 
llc2@gmail.com

404.984.6681

contact clear vision

email

Call

Clear Vision New LLC is a modern 
leader in the entertainment industry, 
specializing in the funding, creation, 
marketing, distribution, and sale of 
entertainment content.

Beyond entertainment, we provide 
funding, investment, and acquisition 
services for companies across several 
key sectors, including professional 
sports, media, technology, healthcare, 
energy, agriculture, fund of funds, and 
real estate.

We actively enter into joint venture 
partnerships with accredited, 
qualified, and institutional investors 
to provide global financial backing 
and support across these industries.

*SAFE NOTE available to Accredited Investors.

$250,000 
minimum investment amount

UP TO 100% 
returns on investment roi

3 TO 9 MONTHS 
i n v e s t m e n t  t i m e  h o r i zo n
Clear Vision New llc, is a multifaceted organization dedicated to 
funding, creating, marketing, and distributing premier entertainment 
content. Beyond our core of entertainment operations, we actively 
invest in and acquire businesses across several key sectors. These 
sectors include media, professional sports, technology, healthcare, 
energy, agriculture, and real estate.

1) Nothing on this paid advertisement should be construed as an offer,invitation, or general solicitation to buy or sell any investment or securities, provide investment advisory services, offer personal recommendations, or engage in any transaction. Therefore, it should not be relied upon in connection with any investment decision. 
Information on this paid advertisement does not constitute financial, accounting, tax, legal, investment,consulting, or other professional advice or services. 2) Paid advertisement. Not an offer to sell or solicit securities. All investments involve risk, including loss of principal. The publisher does not endorse or guarantee this opportunity. 

FULL-SERVICE  CATERING, 
LUXURY PLANNING AND 
CONSULTING FOR:
weddings, corporate events, 
social gatherings, private parties, 
gala and black-tie formals, 
large sports and entertainment 
functions like NCAA college 
football, NBA, NFL, PGA tour, 
MLB, plus concerts, tours, 
college campus activites, music 
and film festivals, conventions, 
conferences, award shows and 
movie productions.

DIAMOND LEVEL CLIENTS
       $100,000,000 and up
       $50,000,000
       $20,000,000
       $10,000,000

PLATINUM LEVEL CLIENTS                      
       $5,000,000 and up 
       $2,000,000
       $1,000,000
       $500,000
       $250,000
       $100,000
       $50,000

Royal Living Royal Luxury offers full- 
service catering, luxury event planning, 
and consulting for high-net-worth 

clients. We specialize in weddings, corporate 
events, social gatherings, private parties, and Bar 
Mitzvahs.

Our comprehensive service packages 
range from $100,000 to over 
$100,000,000.

Please emailt us at Royallivingroyalluxury@gmail.com or call 
404-984-7110 to discuss your special event.

s u b m i t t e d  c o n t e n t

Nothing on this paid advertisement should be construed as an offer, invitation, or general solicitation to buy or sell any investment or securities, provide investment advisory services, offer personal recommendations, or engage in any transaction. 
Therefore, it should not be relied upon in connection with any investment decision. Information on this paid advertisement does not constitute financial, accounting, tax, legal, investment, consulting, or other professional advice or services.


	CDA_072926_[1]
	CDA_072926_[2]
	CDA_072926_[3]
	CDA_072926_[4]
	CDA_072926_[5]
	CDA_072926_[6]
	CDA_072926_[7b]
	CDA_072926_[8]
	CDB_072926_[1]
	CDB_072926_[2]
	CDB_072926_[3]
	CDB_072926_[4]
	CDB_072926_[5]
	CDB_072926_[6]
	CDB_072926_[7]
	CDB_072926_[8]
	CDB_072926_[9]
	CDB_072926_[10]

