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Bouncing, climbing, splashing at Purdy Festival

Legacy lost

BY KYLE TROUTMAN
ktroutman@cassville-democrat.com

A 60-year-old publication 
started by the late State Sen. 
Emory Melton ceased opera-
tions on Thursday.

Operating since 1966, the 
Advertiser in recent years 

mailed to more than 13,000 
mailboxes for free in Barry 
County, providing a robust 
news product alongside 
advertising and other infor-
mational and special sections. 

According to the Barry 
County Museum, In December 
of 1966, the Advertiser was 
started up as a hybrid weekly 
publication which combined 
the qualities of a newspaper 
and a “shopper” by Willard 
Burton and Jean Melton. After 
more than two decades of the 
publication, Burton retired 
and Jean Melton continued 
as its publisher. Following 
Jean Melton’s death in March 
2010, Emory Melton assumed 
the publisher role.

Its last editor to work 
under late publisher Emory 
Melton says the newspaper’s 
end marks more than the loss 
of a weekly publication — it 
represents the closing of a 
chapter in Barry County’s 
recorded history.

Charlea Estes-Jones, who 
met Melton when she inter-
viewed for the editor’s posi-
tion in 2013, said she quickly 
realized journalism was one 
of his life’s true passions.

Everligh Palmer, 4, of Monett, goes down the water slide at the Purdy Festival on Saturday, 
held at the city park. Kyle Troutman/ktroutman@cassville-democrat.com

NEWSPAPER CLOSURE 
Who: Barry County Advertiser
What: Has ceased operations as 
of Thursday
More: Last editor to work under 
late Publisher Emory Melton 
reflects on values of 60-year-old 
publication

FEDERAL SENTENCING 
Who: Dennis E. McMullen, 69, 
of Purdy
What: Sentenced to 8 years in 
federal prison
For: Possessing fentanyl, cocaine 
and heroin with the intent to 
distribute, and for possessing 
a firearm in furtherance of a 
drug-trafficking crime

Purdy 
man gets 
8 years

Barry County 
Advertiser ceases 
operations after 60 

years

McMullen to serve 
time for drug 

trafficking, illegally 
possessing firearm

A Purdy man was sentenced 
in federal court for trafficking 
fentanyl, cocaine and heroin, 
as well as illegally possessing a 
firearm in furtherance of a drug 
trafficking crime.

Dennis E. McMullen, 69, 
was sentenced by Chief United 
States District Judge Brian 
C. Wimes to eight years (96 
months) in federal prison for 
possessing fentanyl, cocaine 
and heroin with the intent to 
distribute, and for possessing 
a firearm in furtherance of a 
drug-trafficking crime, followed 
by five years of supervised 
release. McMullen pleaded 
guilty to the offenses on Sept. 
29, 2025.

On July 30, 2024, inves-
tigators with the United 
States Drug Enforcement 
Administration (DEA), Ozarks 
Drug Enforcement Team 
(ODET), and Barry County, 
Mo., Sheriff’s Office (BCSO) 
executed a search warrant on 
McMullen’s residence following 
a controlled purchase of fentan-
yl from McMullen. Investigators 
searched the residence and dis-
covered various controlled sub-
stances, paraphernalia, and a 
firearm. In the kitchen, inves-
tigators seized plastic baggies 
containing suspected controlled 
substances, including a baggie 
located inside a plastic tub of 
candy, an additional white rock-
like substance and scales. 

WATER SUPPLY 
Who: Cassville City Administrator 
Richard Asbill
What: Emailed list of questions 
relevant to the sludge-tank’s 
planned proximity to City’s 
source-water
Response: Permits for storage 
and permits for land application 
are separate and distinct deci-
sions, based on the applications

Cassville 
public water 

concerns 
arise

City administrator 
questions scenarios 

that may lead to 
contamination
BY SHEILA HARRIS
sheilahariisads@gmail.com

Richard Asbill, city adminis-
trator of Cassville, is concerned 
about the future quality of the 
city’s public drinking water if the 
Missouri Department of Natural 
Resources (DNR) approves a 
pending operating permit for a 
sludge-storage tank. 

The 900,000-gallon tank 
will be constructed on private 
property two miles north of, and 
uphill from, Cassville, alongside 
Farm Road 1095.

Asbill believes the planned 
site for the sludge tank could be 
too close to the city’s five public 
wells, located at various loca-
tions and elevations throughout 
the city of some 3,000 residents, 
situated at the juncture of seven 
valleys alongside Flat Creek. The 
wells — which serve residents, 
businesses, schools, healthcare 
providers, public-safety opera-
tions and other essential com-
munity services — draw from 
groundwater, as do those of most 
municipalities in the southern 
Missouri Ozarks, according to 
the DNR.

“A major source of ground-
water concern [in Ozarks 
karst regions], according to 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 6A
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NEWS BRIEFS

CORRECTIONS
The Cassville Democrat corrects factual errors or clari-
fies information promptly and courteously. If you have 
a correction or clarification, please email Publisher Kyle 
Troutman at ktroutman@cassville-democrat.com.
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COVERING BARRY COUNTY LIKE THE MORNING DEW

Cassville Health Care and Rehab hosting 
Back to School event

Cassville Health Care and Rehabilitation, located at 1300 
County Farm Road in Cassville, will sponsor a Back to School 
Backpack Night on Aug. 7 from 5-7 p.m. Attendees can pick out 
a backpack, which will be filled with grade-level school supplies. 
Residents will help at the tables, along with staff. The event is 
geared toward families in the community that cannot afford school 
supplies for their children.

Eagle Rock Community Association hosting 
political event

The Eagle Rock Community Association is inviting the commu-
nity to a Meet and Greet with Amy Boxx on July 23 at 6 p.m. at 
the Eagle Rock Community Center, located at 27824 Hwy. 86 in 
Eagle Rock. The Community Association invites voters to attend 
to help make an informed decision on their vote for Barry County 
Prosecuting Attorney.

Take a walk down memory lane
Take a walk down memory lane in downtown Monett from 

1887 to now. Come share what once was and appreciate the 
diverse places of business that Monett Broadway has welcomed 
over the years. The event is for ages 18-and-older, and it is from 
5-6 p.m. on Thursday, starting at the Monett Historical  Society 
and Museum, located at 422 Broadway in Monett.

In-person absentee voting through Aug. 3
Two week in-person, no excuse absentee voting for the Aug. 4 

Primary Election runs through Aug. 3. Voters must present photo 
identification to vote. Acceptable IDs include: Missouri Driver 
License, Missouri Non-Driver License, Military ID or Passport. 
Barry County Clerk’s Office will be open Saturday, August 1, 2026, 
for absentee voting from 9 a.m. to noon. Anyone who has moved 
or had an address change should need to contact the Clerk’s office 
or come into the office and have their information updated, before 
Election Day. If unable to vote in-person, a voter may send a 
written request to the office of: Joyce Ennis, 700 Main St. Suite 2, 
Cassville, MO 65625 or fax to: 417-847-5311. The office will need: 
Name, physical address, mailing address, date of birth, last four 
digits of Social Security number, phone number, party, reason 
for voting absentee and signature. Those who live in the Monett 
area can go by the Monett Chamber Office and fill out the absen-
tee application. They will fax it to the Barry County Clerk’s office. 
Absentee applications are also available at sos.mo.gov. The last day 
to request an absentee ballot is today (Wednesday). Polls open at 
6 a.m. and close at 7 p.m. on Election Day. For more information, 
call the Barry County Clerk’s Office at 417-847-2561 or email jen-
nis@barrycountyclerk.com or ajohnson@barrycountyclerk.com.

Cassville Branch Library hosting events
The Cassville Branch Library will host the following events 

in the coming week: Thursday, Move ‘N’ Groove Low Impact 
Exercise Class, 11 a.m.; Friday, Tin Paint at Zone 4, 5:30 p.m.; 
Saturday, Crochet, 10 a.m.; Tuesday, Story Time, 10 a.m.

Old Church Gallery Farmers Market open
The Old Church Gallery Farmers’ Market runs every Thursday 

from 8-11 a.m. at the Gallery, located on Farm Road 1240 in Shell 
Knob. The market offer farm fresh produce, eggs, jellies, relishes, 
baked goods, cut flowers, handmade crafts and more. The selec-
tion varies every week, so come early for the best choice. For more 
information, people may call 417-342-8671.

Barry County Community Garden meetings set
The Barry County Community Garden has scheduled its month-

ly meetings on the first Monday of every month, at Harvick Farms, 
located at 16062 Hwy. 76 in Cassville. The work in the garden days 
are from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. at the Garden, located at on 10160 Farm 
Road  2160. Tentative working days depend on the weather and 
will be updated on the organization’s Facebook page, “Barry 
County Community Garden,” and people may contact the page fort 
more information. Produce from the garden goes to the Cassville 
Pantry. New members and/or volunteers may come and reserve 
a plot.

Cassville Farmers’ Market open on Saturdays
The Cassville Farmers Market is open weekly on Saturdays 

on the Barry County Courthouse Square, from 8 a.m. to noon. 
Vendors are offering eggs, vegetables, hand-made crafts, baked 
goods and more. Those interested in becoming a vendor may con-
tact Chad Sprinkle at 417-846-3539.

Lessons offered before Seligman’s Saturday dances
The Seligman Chamber of Commerce country dances at the 

Seligman Chamber Event Center are every Saturday from 7-10 
p.m. No alcohol is allowed. Admission is $10 per person, and 
18-and-under are free. There is a potluck, 50-50 drawing and door 
prizes. Free dance lessons will also be given from 5-6 p.m. For 
more information, people may call 479-903-3640.

OATS rides available in Barry County
OATS Transit offers regular transportation services for the rural 

general public of any age, seniors, and individuals with disabilities. 
People may call the local OATS Transit office at  417-887-9272 
or 800-770-6287 to schedule a ride or find out about services in 
the Barry County area. People may also visit the OATS website 
at oatstransit.org to view local schedules under “Bus Schedules,” 
then click on the county of service. OATS Transit is hiring drivers 
statewide to continue serving riders. Openings are listed on the 
OATS website.

www.gobec.net 417.847.2131

250 never
looked so fast.
Our 250Mb/s Fiber Plan gives your family
the speed you need at a price you’ll love.

Happy 250th, America!

Local Support
Reliable Network
Fast Speeds
Only $59.95

Solomon Lunsford, 3, of Cassville, got his air guitar tuned to perfection at the March Chapman Band 
set during the First on Front concert in Cassville on July 10. Kyle Troutman/ktroutman@cassville-democrat.com

Mark Chapman Band delights at First on Front

Mark Chapman Band was one of multiple to perform in the annual concert series sponsored by 
First State Bank of the Ozarks. Kyle Troutman/ktroutman@cassville-democrat.com

Mark Chapman Band was one of multiple to 
perform in the annual concert series sponsored 
by First State Bank of the Ozarks. Kyle Troutman/
ktroutman@cassville-democrat.com

Mark Chapman sings during the First on Front 
concert in Cassville on July 10 at the Aquatic 
Center Park. Mark Chapman Band was one of 
multiple to perform in the annual concert series 
sponsored by First State Bank of the Ozarks. 
The first two concerts were held in Monett. Kyle 
Troutman/ktroutman@cassville-democrat.com
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AREA BUSINESSES SERVING YOU!AREA BUSINESSES SERVING YOU!AREA BUSINESSES SERVING YOU!AREA BUSINESSES SERVING YOU!

• Feed
• Forage Seed
• Row Crop Seed
• Ag Chemical
• Bulk Fertilizer
• Precision Grid Soil
Testing & Variable,
Rate Fertilizer

• Custom Application
• Crop & Livestock
Insurance

Gerald Ritchie
Agri Services Manager

Hwy. 248 East, Cassville
417-847-3115
Sean Priest

Fertilizer Plant Manager
Hwy A Wheaton • 417-652-3526

Clay Hammen (417) 489-5732 Colby Hammen (417) 489-2684
Cale Hammen (417) 669-9593 Cade Hammen (417) 342-3407

Chris Keeling (417) 737-9148

Consignments only to sell
Call a Field Rep or 417-835-3000 to consign.

Feeder calf sale every Tuesday 10am,
slaughter cows to follow

Bred cows/pairs every Tuesday 6pm

SPECIAL COW SALE

and
BARRY COUNTY READY-MIX LLC

JENKINS QUARRY LLC
4 Locations To Serve You

CASSVILLE:- 417-847-3200 • EAGLE ROCK:- 417-271-3200
SHELL KNOB:- 417-858-3200 • JENKINS 417-574-6530

BARRY COUNTY
FARMERS COOP

Exeter, Missouri

PROPANE
DIESEL
FEED

FERTILIZER
Stark City

417-638-5513
Exeter

417-835-3465 Fax 417-847-2699

Electrical • Heating • Air conditioning
Sales & Service

TUCKER ELECTRIC

RESIDENTIAL - COMMERCIAL
“Carrier Dealer”
Call For Estimates
Bryon Tucker

Office
417-847-2699

Home
417-847-3486•

If you’re in
Barry County,
I’m for you.

ChadYarnall - Agent
(417) 847-3399

cyarnall@mofb.com

Serving the Ozarks for over 64 years.
Where customers send their friends

BALL & PRIER TIRE, INC.BALL & PRIER TIRE, INC.

JCT. HWY. 86 & J, GOLDEN, MO.
417-271-3299

 Burl Mitchell, Agent 
 58 Main St

Cassville, MO 65625 
 Monday - Friday 8:30 - 5:00 

 bmitche2@amfam.com 
  

American Family Mutual Insurance Company, 
S.I. & its Operating Companies, 
6000 American Parkway, Madison, WI 53783 
©2015 006441-01 – Rev. 7/25 – 28734525

CALL (417) 847-3128 TODAY TO SEE HOW I CAN HELP PROTECT WHAT 
MATTERS MOST.

SAVE WHEN YOU BUNDLE INSURANCE 
WITH US 

• Feed
• Forage Seed
• Row Crop Seed
• Ag Chemical
• Bulk Fertilizer
• Precision Grid Soil
Testing & Variable,
Rate Fertilizer

• Custom Application
• Crop & Livestock
Insurance

Gerald Ritchie
Agri Services Manager

Hwy. 248 East, Cassville
417-847-3115
Sean Priest

Fertilizer Plant Manager
Hwy A Wheaton • 417-652-3526

and
BARRY COUNTY READY-MIX LLCBARRY COUNTY READY-MIX LLC

JENKINS QUARRY LLCJENKINS QUARRY LLC
4 Locations To Serve You

CASSVILLE:- 417-847-3200 • EAGLE ROCK:- 417-271-3200
SHELL KNOB:- 417-858-3200 • JENKINS 417-574-6530

BARRY COUNTY
FARMERS COOP

Exeter, Missouri

PROPANE
DIESEL
FEED

FERTILIZER
Stark City

417-638-5513
Exeter

417-835-3465

BARRY COUNTY 
READY-MIX

3 Locations To Serve You
Cassville: 417-847-3200 • Eagle Rock: 417-271-3200

Shell Knob: 417-858-3200

Robert Bergeron — 417-323-5250

Custom, stock, 
frameless cabinetry

Laminate, solid 
surface countertops

Custom CNC cutting

Purdy, MO

Troutman Media LLC
Now Offering...

• Envelopes • Letterhead • Business 
Cards • Banners • Calendars 

• Greeting Cards • Signs • Posters 
• Business Checks • Receipt Books

...and more!
417-847-2610

9 a.m. to 4 p.m, Monday-Friday

Clay Hammen (417) 489-5732 Colby Hammen (417) 489-2684

Cale Hammen (417) 669-9593 Cade Hammen (417) 342-3407

Chris Keeling (417) 737-9148

Under New Ownership
First Sale January 22

Exeter,MO
Feeder calf sale every Tuesday 10am,

slaughter cows to follow
Bred cows/pairs every Tuesday 6pm

Sheep/Goat sale second Friday of the month

Serving the Four 
State-area since 2019

Special Cow Sale — April 18, 5 p.m.

If you’re in
Barry County,
I’m for you.

ChadYarnall - Agent
(417) 847-3399

cyarnall@mofb.comchad.yarnall@mofb.com

TUCKER 
HEATING & AIR
Sales and service since 1971

417-847-2699

Back-to-school immunizations available 
Did you know that immunization programs are 

considered one of the most important public health 
achievements in the world? Together with clean 
water and improved access to health care, immu-
nizations have contributed to most countries’ life 
expectancy. 

According to data from the World Health 
Organization, vaccination campaigns prevent 4 to 
5 million deaths annually worldwide. The Barry 
County Health Department offers all required vac-
cinations for school on a walk-in basis from Monday 
through Thursday until 5 p.m. 

Most eighth-grade students will require Tdap 
and meningitis vaccines, seniors will need menin-
gitis vaccines, and kindergartners will need Dtap, 
Polio, MMR and Varicella vaccines. We offer com-
bination vaccines for students who are previously 
up to date on their vaccinations. 

We also now have a combination vaccination 
for teens 16 years and older that protects against 5 
different bacterial strains of meningitis (A,C,W,Y, 
and B). These are the most common strains that 
can be fatal, according to CDC (Centers for Disease 
Control).

Back to School will be here before you know it, 
so beat the rush and come in for your vaccinations 
today. You can do your part in keeping our com-
munity healthy by vaccinating yourself and your 
children against vaccine-preventable diseases.

Publisher’s note: This article is courtesy of Barry 
County Health Department, located at 90 Barry 

County Drive in Cassville. The Department may be 
reached at 417-847-2114.

Barry County 
Health Corner

the DNR’s Nonpoint 
Source Management Plan 
(NSMP), ‘is the potentially 
rapid and unfiltered trans-
mission of contaminated 
surface runoff or leachate 
through fractures or sink-
holes and directly into 
potable aquifers.’”

Agricultural activi-
ties, such as the planned 
land-application of pro-
cessing waste after the 
storage tanks are con-
structed, are considered 
a nonpoint source of pol-
lution, or a no-discharge 
operation, because the 
pollution originates from 
a non-specific source. By 
comparison, point sources 
of pollution have an identi-
fiable discharge point.

Asbill is familiar with 
the DNR’s Nonpoint 
Source Management Plan.

“[The plan is] primar-
ily Missouri’s policy and 
planning document under 
Clean Water Act §319,” 
Asbill said. “It focuses on 
watershed planning, vol-
untary practices, monitor-
ing, grants and reduction 
of diffuse pollution, [but] 
it is not itself a facility-per-
mitting regulation.”

However, the plan con-
tains language directly rel-
evant to the DNR’s propos-
al to place a sludge-storage 
tank in close proximity to 
Cassville, showing that 
the Department should 
be aware of the hazards 
involved, including the 
threat of surface and 
groundwater contamina-
tion from animal produc-
tion and processing waste 
in karst landscapes, Asbill 
says.

Caves are a known 
conduit for groundwater 
in the karst regions of the 
Ozarks. Other karst fea-
tures include sinkholes, 
springs and losing streams, 
all of which facilitate the 
infiltration of groundwater 
and its rapid movement. 
Barry County — part of 
the 47,000-square-mile 
interior highlands of the 
Ozark and Springfield 
Plateaus — features 
around 200 caves, states 
the Missouri Department 
of Conservation (MDC).

Crystal Caverns is one 
of Barry County’s best-
known cave systems. 
Once operated commer-
cially, the cave’s entrance 
lies at the northern edge 
of Cassville. The extent of 
its underground footprint 
has never been fully deter-
mined.

If their operating permit 
is approved by the DNR, 
HydroAg Environmental, 
LLC, (based in Russellville, 
Ark.) will use the sludge 
storage tank, two miles 
north of the known 
groundwater-conduit 
of Crystal Caverns, for 
inclement-weather stor-
age of food-processing and 

meat and poultry-process-
ing wastewater residuals.

Residuals consist of the 
slurry which remains after 
coagulant chemicals facili-
tate their separation from 
liquids during the waste-
water pre-treatment pro-
cess. The liquids are treat-
ed to meet federal guide-
lines before being released 
into the environment. 
The slurry, or “sludge,” is 
loaded into semi-tankers 
for transportation and 
land-application to farm-
land.

According to the 
Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA), meat and 
poultry processing efflu-
ent is one of the largest 
sources of industrial nutri-
ent pollution in the coun-
try.

Land-applied materials 
can contain, but are not 
limited to, animal blood, 
bodily fluids, pathogens, 
and excreta, and could have 
a variety of impacts on the 
immediate and surround-
ing environment, states 
an EPA Environmental 
Impact Report.

“Effects are not lim-
ited to the property on 
which waste is disposed, 
because contaminants can 
percolate into groundwa-
ter, accumulate in water-
ways, and cause air, soil, 
and water pollution else-
where,” the EPA docu-
ment states.

Because of planned 
land-application in Barry 
County, at sites as of yet 
unspecified, Asbill believes 
that rural water districts 
and wells could also be 
endangered.

Groundwater in karst 
regions can travel as much 
as one mile per day, said 
hydrologist, Tom Aley, in 
an MDC publication, titled 
“Conserving Missouri’s 
Caves and Karst.” By way 
of comparison, ground-
water travel rates in non-
karst areas are typically 
only a few feet per year, 
Aley said.

On Friday, Asbill sub-
mitted an email to the 
Missouri Department of 
Natural Resources (DNR) 
with a list of questions rel-
evant to the sludge-tank’s 
planned proximity to City’s 
source-water.

“The location of the pro-
posed storage facility near 
Cassville, together with 
the karst characteristics 
of the surrounding area, 
raises questions regarding 
groundwater movement 
and the protection of the 
City’s public water-supply 
wells,” he said.

Asbill’s request for clar-
ification follows a 30-day 
public-comment period 
and two public meetings 
hosted by the DNR for the 
purpose of receiving public 
input about draft permits 
for the Cassville storage 

tank and two similar tanks 
to be constructed by Denali 
Water Solutions, LLC, at 
sites near Wentworth and 
Humansville.

The City of Cassville 
participated in the pub-
lic-comment process, 
which ended July 15, Asbill 
says, but after further 
review, more questions 
arose.

Asbill questions wheth-
er the DNR’s permit will 
require baseline and ongo-
ing groundwater monitor-
ing.

“If groundwater mon-
itoring is not required, 
please explain how the 
DNR determined that such 
monitoring is unnecessary 
at this location,” he said.

Asbill expressed addi-
tional concerns about 
the source and testing of 
materials in the tank; their 
secure containment; how 
leaks would be detected; 
and how emergency noti-
fication to the City would 
take place if there was 
a leak that threatened 
Cassville’s drinking water.

Asbill further asked 
how the department 
would handle odor com-
plaints, and what a dispos-
al plan would look like, if 
disposal of the tank’s con-
tents became necessary in 
response to environmental 
contamination or the oper-
ator’s inability to fulfill a 
contract.

“Are resources avail-
able if such a disposal is 
necessary?” he said. “We 
recognize that DNR must 
evaluate the application 
under applicable Missouri 
law and regulatory stan-
dards. The City’s request is 
that the final administra-
tive record clearly demon-
strate how Cassville’s pub-
lic water supply, the area’s 
karst geology, and the 
potential consequences of 
an unauthorized release 
were considered in the 
Department’s decision.”

Asbill recommends that 
the DNR consult with the 
Department’s Drinking 
Water Division and the 
city of Cassville’s public 
water personnel before a 
decision is made.

He also asks that the 
DNR provide the city with 
a written response to his 
questions or identify the 
documents in the permit 
record that address them, 
before final agency action 
regarding the approval of 
a permit for the Cassville 
storage tank.

“[We need to under-
stand] how those concerns 
will be addressed before 
a final permit decision 
[by the DNR] is made,” 
Asbill said. “DNR’s own 
statewide management 
plan recognizes the precise 
regional conditions and 
pollutant pathways raised 
by the City. DNR should 
explain how its permit 
review and proposed con-
ditions are consistent with 
those findings.”

Asbill questions wheth-
er the DNR is evaluating 
only whether the sludge 
tank can physically hold 
the material, or if the 
Department is also eval-
uating the environmental 
consequences of a leak, 
overflow, transportation 
spill or ultimate land appli-
cation in a karst region.

Heather Peters, water 
pollution section chief with 
the DNR, responded that 
permits for storage and 
permits for land applica-
tion are separate and dis-
tinct decisions, based on 
the applications.

“These storage tank 
draft permits expressly 
prohibit land application 
under the permit condi-
tions,” she said. “Material 
must be managed under 
an appropriate permit 
or hauled out of state. In 
short, I cannot deny a per-
mit application for storage 
based on concerns raised 
with other permits. They 
are two separate deci-
sions (and issuance of one 
permit decision does not 
affect the other permit 
decision).”

Peters explained that 
state and federal laws and 
regulations establish per-
mit application, permit 
issuance and permit denial 
requirements.

“Our decisions must be 
based on, and are limit-
ed by, the applicable laws 
and regulations under 
which we are operating,” 
Peters said. “We cannot 
render decisions under the 
Missouri Clean Water Law 
based on concerns about 
air/odor, nuisance law, 
traffic or other issues that 
are beyond the scope of 
our law and implementing 
regulations.”

Regarding setback dis-
tances from public wells, 
Peters explained that the 
department has regula-
tions that establish setback 
distances to those wells. 
Any permit decision would 
be based on those setback 

distances established in 
regulation. 

“If interested parties 
would like to discuss those 
setback distances, our 
rulemaking process offers 
many extensive oppor-
tunities for feedback and 
input,” Peters said. “A per-
mit establishes enforce-
able requirements, lim-
itations and conditions A 
permit decision should be 
based on a) whether the 
application meets all of the 
necessary requirements 
to obtain a permit and 
b) whether the permit is 
sufficiently protective and 
is in compliance with all 
applicable permitting reg-
ulations.”

According to Peters, 
inspections, compliance 
assistance, and enforce-
ment are all used to verify 
compliance or noncompli-
ance with the established 
permit conditions, laws 
and regulations.

“For example, the draft 
permit expressly pro-
hibits spills or overflows 
and requires immediate 
reporting of any releases,” 
she said. “The draft permit 
also requires two methods 
of leak detection to moni-
tor for leaks and releases. 
We cannot deny a permit 
application based on a 
concern that the respon-
sible authority  could  vio-
late the permit, any more 
than a police officer could 

prohibit someone from 
buying a fast car because 
it  could  speed. We must 
address violations as they 
arise.”

Peters emphasized that 
the permit also includes 
language that specifies that 
the permit may be revoked 
if the facility/tank cannot 
meet the no-discharge 
requirements.

According to Peters, 
some additional permit 
requirements were added 
to the draft permit after 
the first public notice in 
response to constructive 
public feedback.

“The department is 
currently reviewing com-
ments received during the 
most recent public notice 
to determine a) the appro-
priate permit decision 
and/or b) changes that are 
warranted to the draft per-
mit,” she said.

Peters says that she does 
not have final responses 
to any of the comments, 
as the department is still 
reviewing the comments 
prior to rendering a final 
permit decision.

A full copy of Asbill’s 
letter to the DNR can be 
viewed in this story online 
at www.cassville-demo-
crat.com.

A copy of Asbill’s letter 
was sent to State Sen. Mike 
Moon, R-Ash Grove, and 
State Rep. Scott Cupps, 
R-Shell Knob.

Water: Asbill questions whether DNR evaluating consequences of a leak   
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1A

“If groundwater monitoring is not 
required, please explain how the DNR 

determined that such monitoring is 
unnecessary at this location.”

RICHARD ASBILL, CASSVILLE CITY ADMINISTRATOR
On How the DNR evaluates how it will monitor a 900,000-gallon sludge tank
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Commentary

It was 8:10 p.m. on Thursday in Cardiff, Wales, when 
I got the news.

Three local newspapers and our press ceased 
operations — effective immediately.

I was at the International Society of Weekly 
Newspaper Editors annual conference, preparing to 
speak on a panel about the future of journalism in the 
digital age, and to ultimately accept my fourth col-
umn-writing award from the organization in the last five 
years.

As excited as I was for what was in store for the 
Friday panel and Saturday award gala, the news gave 
me pause.

The fact the Branson Tri-Lakes and Crane Chronicle 
newspapers both shuttered is sad enough for the state 
of local journalism, and adding in the loss of the press 
we’ve relied on for the last three years since my wife, 
Jordan, and I bought the Democrat, well, that amplified 
the feeling.

Yet, what hit me hardest was the loss of a publication 
dear to all of our hearts — the Barry County Advertiser.

I started at the Cassville Democrat in January 2014, 
and the very first thing I learned about my new position 
is I had a more than worthy competitor. Just over three 
years removed from the death of his wife, Jean, Emory 
Melton sat at the helm of the free weekly mailed to 
13,000-plus mailboxes each week. 

I met Emory in his office just a few weeks after my 
arrival. If I could describe the man at that time in one 
word — sharp. His editor at the time, Charlea Estes-
Jones, was equally as such. I knew from the start I 
would have two people who would challenge me as a 
journalist in the best of ways, and Charlea, full disclo-
sure and with her as the main interviewee in this week’s 
ode to the Advertiser in our top story, has become one of 
my best friends over the dozen years we’ve known each 
other.

There’s no counting the number of people over the 
years who have hinted to me, or said outright, that print 
is a dying industry. The fact that the Advertiser and the 
Democrat coincided for as long as we did can still be 
thrown in the face of every one of those people who hold 
that belief.

The loss of any local newspaper is sad, but the loss of 
the Advertiser should hit all of us exponentially. I, like 
all of you, will greatly miss having that publication in my 
mailbox weekly.

Having two publications printing weekly in Barry 
County made us better. At times we covered the same 
stories, as weeklies should, but more often, we covered 
different stories. That breadth of coverage, the chroni-
cling of our history in real time, is something few com-
munities have had for many years.

Less than a week out, we’ve yet to see the total 
impact, but having been in this business for nearly half 
my life, I can assure you it’s bigger than any of us can 
see at this point in time.

Since the news broke beyond my inbox, the reaction 
has met the moment. Multiple TV and print publica-
tions across the region have reported on the hows and 
whys of the Advertiser’s conclusion.

Those details are of interest to many, but not to me.
In this newfound absence is a newfound duty. The 

Monett Times, Crane County Chronicle, Branson Tri-
Lakes, Barry County Advertiser — gone. 

The term “news desert” sits in the back of my mind. 
Day by day, month by month, there are new news des-
erts.

Barry County will not become one.
In the past week, many have called to subscribe to 

our publication, and while we are grateful for any new 
readers, we recognize it has come at a great cost. 

Also in the past week, we have had an equal number 
of calls asking if we still send a print edition — hopeful 
folks who want to hold a newspaper in their hands and 
who will read it from front to back.

We shall not, and never will,  take those folks for 
granted.

The closing of the Branson Tri-Lakes print shop has 
put us in a minuscule bind. I’m very proud to say that 
through our connections with other weekly publications 
across the Ozarks, the Cassville Democrat is not going 
anywhere.

Last week, we printed in Eldon, a three-hour drive we 
are more than willing to take, and we are thankful we 
have like-minded folks willing to help us not miss a sin-
gle issue. That said, it’s not easy, nor will it be any time 
soon. We are exploring the best options to continue to 
deliver a product in which you, and we, can take pride. 
There are many behind-the-scenes processes we are 
working diligently to sort out, and while the future may 
not be easy, it is a future on which we are encouraged to 
deliver.

If there’s one takeaway from the last week, it’s 
resilience. I can’t say for certain, but I surmise Emory 
Melton would push any local news source to carry on, 
not only to record history, but to make good on com-
munity journalism’s promise to keep printing the faces, 
names and happenings of a county that deserves the 
best any one-handed newspaper hanger, flooded in 
work as I may be, can give.

We won’t let you — or Emory — down in that regard. 
Cheers to the success of a 60-year publication that met 
its end far too soon.

The future looms, but not in fear, in optimism.

Kyle Troutman has served as editor of the Cassville Democrat 
since 2014 and owner/publisher since 2023. He is a three-

time ISWNE Golden Dozen award winner. He may be 
reached at 417-847-2610 or ktroutman@cassville-democrat.

com.

Looming in 
optimism

KYLE TROUTMAN

PUBLISHER’S VIEW
Superintendent: Amendment 

5 presents important questions 
about Missouri’s future

On Aug. 4, Missouri voters will 
decide the fate of Amendment 5, 
one of the most significant tax 
proposals to appear on a state-
wide ballot in many years. 

Supporters believe it will 
strengthen Missouri’s economy 
by creating a pathway to eventu-
ally eliminate the state’s individ-
ual income tax. Opponents argue 
that doing so could make it more 
difficult for future legislatures to 
provide stable funding for public 
education and other essential 
state services. Like many state-
wide issues, there are thoughtful 
arguments on both sides.

As superintendent of the 
Cassville R-IV School District, 
my purpose is not to encourage 
anyone to vote for or against 
Amendment 5. My responsibility 
is to help our community under-
stand why this proposal has gen-
erated so much discussion among 
educators across Missouri and 
why its outcome could matter to 
students here in Barry County. 

Public education in Missouri 
is funded through a partnership 
of local, state, and federal dollars. 
While local taxpayers provide 
an important portion of a school 
district’s revenue, the State of 
Missouri also plays a critical 
role in ensuring that students, 
regardless of where they live, 
have access to quality educational 
opportunities.

One important piece of context 
is often overlooked. Compared to 
the rest of the nation, Missouri 
relies much less on state funding 
for its public schools. Nationally, 
approximately 47% of public 
school funding comes from 
state sources, while local fund-
ing accounts for about 45% and 
federal funding about 8%. In 
Missouri, however, only about 
33% of school funding comes 
from the state, with 49% coming 
from local sources and 18% from 
federal funding. 

Missouri also ranks near the 
bottom nationally in its share of 
state funding for public educa-
tion. Adding to those concerns, 
the General Assembly under-
funded Missouri’s Foundation 
Formula by approximately $190 
million this year. Many school 
leaders believe the state is already 
struggling to adequately fund 
public education before any 
future changes to the state’s tax 
structure are considered. 

Amendment 5 would establish 
a constitutional framework for 
eventually eliminating Missouri’s 
individual income tax under cer-
tain economic conditions, with 
the details of implementation left 
to future legislation. 

Supporters point to provi-
sions they believe would protect 
education funding during that 
transition and argue that eco-
nomic growth generated by lower 
taxes could offset lost revenue. 
Opponents question whether 
those protections would be suf-
ficient if economic conditions 
change or state revenues fail to 
keep pace with increasing costs. 

Those differing viewpoints 

are at the heart of the statewide 
debate.

For school districts like 
Cassville, the issue is not simply 
whether state funding goes up 
or down next year. The larger 
concern is long-term financial 
predictability. School districts 
build budgets months in advance 
and often make commitments 
that extend years into the future. 
Hiring teachers, maintaining 
competitive salaries, replacing 
buses, updating technology, 
improving school safety, and car-
ing for aging facilities all require 
thoughtful long-range planning. 

Even when funding ultimately 
remains stable, uncertainty alone 
can make those decisions more 
difficult.

A recent analysis by the 
Missouri Budget Project estimat-
ed that Cassville R-IV could lose 
approximately $2.3 million in 
annual revenue if Amendment 
5 were fully implemented. We 
agree that Amendment 5 could 
result in a significant reduction in 
state funding for public education 
over time. 

However, the revenue assump-
tions used in that analysis do not 
match the Missouri Department 
of Elementary and Secondary 
Education’s (DESE) official 2025 
data. According to the DESE 
Missouri Comprehensive Data 
System (MCDS) Portal, Cassville 
R-IV’s revenue is 50.57% local, 
39.10% state, and 10.33% federal, 
rather than the 45% local, 34% 
state, and 21% federal figures 
used in the analysis. 

As a result, while we believe 
the district could experience a 
substantial financial impact if 
state revenues decline, we can-
not conclude that the loss would 
necessarily reach $2.3 million. 
The actual impact will depend on 
future legislative decisions, eco-
nomic conditions, and how any 
constitutional changes are imple-
mented. 

Cassville R-IV is fortunate 
to be in a solid financial posi-
tion today because of respon-
sible planning by our Board of 
Education, careful stewardship of 
taxpayer dollars, and the contin-
ued support of our community. 
That financial stability allows us 
to invest in our students while 
preparing for future needs. 

However, we also recognize 
that our district does not operate 
in isolation. Decisions made in 
Jefferson City can affect every 
public school district in Missouri, 
including those here in Barry 
County.

The same challenges facing 
Cassville are also facing neigh-
boring school districts. Rising 
costs continue to affect nearly 
every aspect of school operations. 
Salaries and employee benefits 
remain the largest investment 
any district makes, and competi-
tion for qualified educators con-
tinues to increase. 

Transportation expenses rise 
with fuel prices and the reality 
of serving students across large 
rural areas. Utility costs, insur-
ance premiums, technology 
needs, building maintenance, 
and school safety improvements 
all continue to demand greater 
financial resources each year. 

At the same time, many rural 
communities are experiencing 
declining or stagnant student 
enrollment, placing additional 
pressure on school finances.

These challenges are being 
experienced across much of rural 
Missouri. Amendment 5 did not 
create these issues, but many 
educators are asking whether 
changes to the state’s long-term 
revenue structure could make 
managing them more difficult in 
the years ahead. That question 
deserves thoughtful consideration 
regardless of where one stands on 
the amendment itself.

Our public schools represent 
far more than classrooms and 
school buildings. They are among 
the largest employers in many 
communities, support local busi-
nesses, prepare tomorrow’s work-
force, host community events, 
and often serve as the heart of 
small towns. Strong schools con-
tribute to strong communities, 
and conversations about tax 
policy naturally become conver-
sations about the future of public 
education.

Regardless of how Missourians 
vote on Aug. 4, one thing should 
remain constant: our commit-
ment to providing every child 
with a quality education. At 
Cassville R-IV, we will continue 
making responsible financial 
decisions, planning carefully for 
the future, and placing students 
at the center of every decision we 
make. We have successfully navi-
gated financial challenges before, 
and we will continue doing every-
thing within our control to pro-
vide outstanding opportunities 
for the children and families we 
serve.

Amendment 5 presents 
important questions about 
Missouri’s future. As voters con-
sider those questions, I simply 
encourage everyone to become 
informed, review information 
from multiple credible sources, 
understand the potential impli-
cations for public education, 
and recognize that the decisions 
made today may shape the edu-
cational opportunities available 
to Missouri’s children for many 
years to come.

Merlyn Johnson is the superinten-
dent of the Cassville school district. 
He may be reached at mjohnson@

cassville.k12.mo.us.

COMMUNITY VOICES

MERLYN JOHNSON
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50 years ago
July 21, 1976

— GOLDEN DISTRICT SPLIT IS 
CASSVILLE AND SHELL KNOB

The Golden C-9 School 
District of Barry County, 
ordered to cease opera-
tions on June 30, 1977, by 
the Missouri Department 
of Education, will prob-
ably be divided between 
the Shell Knob and 
Cassville districts. A meet-
ing Monday night at the 
school indicated patron 
sentiment was running 
in that direction, accord-
ing to board president 
Al Couthron. Couthron 
explained the meeting 
was called to obtain the 
preferences of district 
residents. The school is 
being closed because it 
does not meet state stan-
dards for pupil enroll-
ment. The Golden board 
said a small part of the 
district in the Kings River 
area would probably be 
transferred to Shell Knob, 
with the major portion 
going to Cassville. Board 
members will soon out-
line maps of the proposed 
division and submit them 
to the respective districts. 
Action will also be taken 
to present the proposal to 
the Barry County Board of 
Education for reorganiza-
tion elections, probably to 
be conducted next spring. 
Both the Shell Knob and 
Cassville districts will 
need to accept the addi-
tional territory before 
the process is complete. 
Couthron and the remain-
ing board members — 
Bob Johnson, Raymond 
Vader, Madge Finch, Faye 
Allen and Don Torbett 
— said the reorganiza-
tion process would begin 
immediately. Thirty per-
sons, most of whom were 
not parents of school-
age students, attended 
Monday night’s meeting. 
Concerns about the pres-
ent building and facilities 
were eased by Charles 
Foster, representing 10 
counties of southwest 
Missouri with the State 
Department of Education. 
He told the group that 
all assets and liabilities 
of the C-9 district would 
belong to the district with 
which it reorganized. The 
Golden board plans to 
maintain the district until 
next June while continu-
ing to make the building 
available for community 
groups. Members also 
believe the facility will 
remain available to the 
Golden community fol-
lowing reorganization. 
This school year, Golden 
will transport all pupils 
to the Cassville campus. 
Included will be approxi-
mately 35 high school stu-
dents who have previous-
ly attended classes there, 
along with 15 junior high 
and elementary students. 
Golden has maintained 
the first eight grades for 
a number of years while 
Cassville provided high 
school education on a 
transportation and tui-
tion basis. This year, all 
C-9 district students will 
attend Cassville, with the 
district paying the asso-
ciated costs. Couthron 
said the present Golden 
tax levy is $2.95 per $100 
valuation. Reorganization 
with Cassville would 
result in the Cassville 
levy of $3.75 apply-
ing to Golden property. 
Closing the Golden school 
will leave only two rural 
school facilities in Barry 
County. Jenkins and Shell 
Knob will remain open in 
a county once served by 
more than 100 districts 
and schools. Cassville 
serves the Shell Knob area 
for high school students, 
while Jenkins is divided 
between the Cassville and 
Aurora districts.
—1975 RECORDS PRESENT NEW 
PICTURE OF DAIRY FARMING

The Mail-In-Record 
summary of dairymen 
in the extreme south-
west corner of Missouri 
provides reliable guides 
to how dairymen per-
formed in 1975, according 
to Ken Morris, area farm 
management specialist. 
Morris said, “It might be 
interesting to compare 
some of these to the 1974 
figures.” It appears the 
average herd is growing in 
size and capital require-
ments. The average herd 
in 1975 increased to 81 
cows and 111 other cat-
tle, an increase of 14 cows 

and 28 additional cattle. 
Usually one replacement 
is on hand for each cow in 
the milking herd. Perhaps 
low beef prices and the 
need for greater dollar 
volume have influenced 
dairymen. In 1974, the 
average farm sold 754,932 
pounds of milk and 32,674 
pounds of beef. In 1975, 
that increased to 950,000 
pounds of milk and 
32,500 pounds of beef. 
Milk sold for $8.34 per 
hundredweight in 1974 
and $8.23 in 1975, but 
dairymen reduced their 
loss from $1.88 per hun-
dredweight to 58 cents. 
The total cost of produc-
ing a hundredweight of 
milk dropped from $10.10 
in 1974 to $8.81 in 1975, 
while feed costs declined 
from $6.50 to $5.96. 
There is a sizable amount 
of capital required to 
establish and maintain 
a dairy herd. Producers 
in this group have slight-
ly under $300,000 
invested, with a signifi-
cant portion being bor-
rowed operating capital. 
Approximately $2,700 to 
$2,800 per cow is invest-
ed in land, buildings and 
equipment, with another 
$500 to $600 invested in 
the cow and her operating 
needs. Most dairymen are 
able to produce most of 
the roughage needed for 
their cattle, allowing some 
earnings from the land 
above production costs. 
It is interesting to note 
that fixed costs — depre-
ciation, taxes and interest 
on herd and land — were 
lower per hundredweight 
of milk. The total dollar 
figure changed little from 
1974 but was spread over 
approximately 200,000 
additional pounds of milk, 
demonstrating the eco-
nomics of scale. Milk pro-
duction per cow increased 
about 400 pounds from 
1974 to 1975, and the addi-
tion of 14 cows produc-
ing an average of 11,659 
pounds each significantly 
increased production. The 
outlook for 1976 appeared 
somewhat better as milk 
prices increased and were 
expected to continue ris-
ing. Demand for manu-
factured dairy products 
had remained stable to 
increasing. Feed prices 
had generally declined 
slightly but could increase 
into harvest, depending 
largely upon weather con-
ditions in the Corn Belt. It 
still did not appear to be 
the time for widespread 
new dairy operations, as 
the high cost of getting 
started and the need for 
substantial production 
volume continued to war-
rant caution for those 
requiring heavy debt.

40 years ago
July 30, 1986

— GRANT FUNDS AVAILABLE FOR 
GEORGE’S CO. POULTRY PLANT

Plans of George’s Co. 
of Springdale, Arkansas, 
to construct a poultry 
processing plant near 
Butterfield got a shot in 
the arm Tuesday when the 
Department of Housing 
and Urban Development 
approved a $750,000 
Urban Development 
Action Grant. The funds, 
through the City of 
Cassville, were part of 
the financing process for 
the multi-million-dol-
lar project announced 
in early May. Senator 
Thomas Eagleton and 
Congressman Gene Taylor 
announced the awarding 
of the grant. Each office 
had been involved in the 
application process. Both 
said they were “sincerely 
happy for Cassville and 
surrounding communi-
ty and hoped the project 
would contribute to fur-
ther development of the 
area.” Otto Jech, vice 
president of George’s, told 
the Democrat the compa-
ny had been informed and 
was extremely happy the 
grant had been approved. 
Funds in the grant will 
be repaid to the City of 
Cassville at a low rate of 
interest. Mayor Rolland 
Meador, with Gary 
George, company presi-
dent, and others, negoti-
ated in Washington, D.C., 
for the grant application. 
Jech said this week the 
company next would 
proceed to drill a water 
well at the location on 
Highway 37 and Route W 
near Butterfield. “Water 

will be an important fac-
tor of the project, so we 
will take this step next,” 
he said. The company 
official also said the plant 
site on the Odis Holder 
property had been deter-
mined by architects. The 
87,000-square-foot initial 
structure, requiring 13 
months to build, will be 
at the southeast corner of 
the 244 acres being pur-
chased from Mr. and Mrs. 
Holder. An adjoining 120-
acre tract farther north 
is under option from Mr. 
and Mrs. Lonnie Yarnal. 
Jech said Tuesday antici-
pated construction would 
begin during the second 
quarter of 1987, placing 
the start next April, May 
or June. Overall funding 
of the project is through 
a commitment by the 
Barry County Industrial 
Development Authority 
to issue revenue bonds 
estimated at up to $15 
million. Estimated plant 
cost is $10 million. Payroll 
at the plant, in a two-shift 
operation, would be 400 
persons, early announce-
ments said. George’s, 
operating in Springdale 
since 1920, plans for the 
Butterfield plant to pro-
cess 6,000 chickens per 
hour. In its first venture 
outside Springdale, the 
66-year-old company said 
more than 200 grower 
families would be need-
ed to keep the process-
ing plant operating. An 
unspecified number of 
contracts have been issued 
by the company, and 
poultry houses are under 
construction throughout 
the area. A letter from 
Senator Eagleton’s office 
last week said the UDAG 
application had previ-
ously been approved by 
field offices in Kansas 
City. Headquarters staff 
in Washington performed 
an in-depth review of 
the project. The sena-
tor explained the grants 
were “determined to be 
the most competitive in 
terms of both the eco-
nomic distress of the 
City and the merits of 
the project being selected 
for preliminary approval, 
subject to the availabili-
ty of funds.” Agreements 
between George’s and the 
City of Cassville will fur-
ther outline details of the 
grant. Under HUD guid-
ance, the $750,000 will 
be repaid to Cassville for 
future industrial develop-
ment. “A start-up sched-
ule and interest rate will 
be determined in closing 
agreements,” said city 
attorney Don Cupps. 
Cherry Warren, chair-
man of the county IDA, 
said George’s currently 
has a letter of induce-
ment from the industrial 
authority for issuing “up 
to $15 million in revenue 
bonds.” “When the actual 
issuance of the bonds will 
take place is entirely up to 
George’s,” he said. City, 

IDA and local officials 
said they felt the George’s 
project was completely 
assured with completion 
of the grant process. The 
grant is the second UDAG 
project completed for 
Cassville. Alvey Inc. of St. 
Louis acquired $350,000 
in grant funds through 
the city when it built here 
three years ago. Those 
grant funds are sched-
uled to begin repayment 
in 1987.

30 years ago
July 24, 1996

— CAMP BARNABUS OFFERS HOPE 
TO CRITICALLY ILL KIDS 

E i g h t - y e a r - o l d 
Elizabeth has just fin-
ished a typical morning at 
camp. She and three oth-
er young girls are sitting 
in their cabin combing 
out wet hair and talking 
about the morning spent 
shooting at the rifle range, 
swimming and riding 
horses. These activities 
may seem mundane to 
the average camper, but 
for Elizabeth, a hemophil-
iac, firing a rifle and sad-
dling up a horse are two 
things she never dreamed 
she would be doing. 
The youngster from 
Oklahoma is only one 
of the many critically ill 
children who have found 
a refuge from their sick-
ness at a summer getaway 
called Camp Barnabus. 
Named after Barnabus 
the encourager, the camp, 
located west of Purdy near 
Pioneer, opens the doors 
of Christian camping 
to children with special 
medical needs. It has the 
distinction of being the 
only Christian camp in 
existence solely devoted 
to critically and terminal-
ly ill children. For the first 
time since its inception 

two summers ago, Camp 
Barnabus has a home of 
its own. Founders and 
camp directors Paul and 
Cyndy Teas purchased the 
existing Camp Soaring 
Hawk facility in January 
and worked through the 
winter and early spring 
to prepare the facility 
for campers this sum-
mer. Prior to purchasing 
their own facility, the 
Teases held a one-week 
camp for two summers 
at Kanakuk Kamp’s Kids 
Across America facility 
near Golden. Cyndy said 
the process of converting 
the 60-year-old camp to 
make it handicap accessi-
ble has been fairly simple 
and inexpensive. “It was 
as if somewhere in God’s 
plan He knew this is where 
Camp Barnabus would be 
someday.” Since the camp 
opened in June, four 
nine-day sessions have 
been held for children age 
7 through 17. The first was 
for children with devel-
opmental disorders, the 
second for children with 
hemophilia, the third for 
children with blood dis-
eases and cancer and the 
fourth for children with 
any medical disability. 
The fifth and final session 
of camp begins Thursday 
and runs through Aug. 
2. It is open to children 
with any physical disabil-
ity, including blind chil-
dren and those who are 
confined to wheelchairs. 
Each session, campers 
are encouraged to focus 
on what they can do, not 
what they can’t do. They 
are taught to concentrate 
on abilities rather than 
disabilities. Challenges 
include swimming, 
mountain biking, volley-
ball, fishing, ropes cours-
es, basketball, soccer, 
water slide, tent camp-
ing, archery, canoeing, 
horseback riding, arts and 
crafts and rappelling. The 
camp offers all of these 
regular camp activities at 
a slower pace. Sessions 
are adapted according to 
the individual needs of 
each camper. These chil-
dren are pushed to stretch 
their capabilities but nev-
er beyond what their 
medical condition can 
safely bear. One unique 
feature of the camp is its 
clinic and medical staff. 
Cyndy said a physician is 
on camp premises during 
all sessions and is assisted 
by at least three pediatric 
nurses. The clinic is larg-
er than most camp clinics 
and is equipped to handle 
any medical emergency. 
“We are able to serve kids 
that other camps turn 
away,” Cyndy said. As a 
registered nurse who has 
worked with chronically 
and terminally ill children, 
Cyndy knows what kind of 
pain families go through 
when dealing with a sick 
child. The illness not only 
affects the child but their 
parents and siblings as 
well. “The divorce rate is 
incredible among parents 
with sick children, about 
80 to 85 percent,” Cyndy 
said. “Camp Barnabus 
gives parents a break 
from their day-to-day life 
in crisis. If we can allow 
parents time to refocus 
on their own relationship, 
we can benefit the whole 

family.” The camp is also 
open to the siblings of sick 
children who experience 
camp right alongside their 
brother or sister. “When 
one child is sick, they get 
all the attention,” Cyndy 
said. “The siblings either 
recede into the back-
ground, act out or become 
a mother. By including 
the siblings in camp, it 
makes them feel import-
ant too. It helps readjust 
family dynamics towards 
normalcy. Siblings begin 
to see each other as broth-
er and sister again, not as 
sick brother and well sis-
ter.” Comments from par-
ents have been support-
ive of the Teases’ efforts. 
One such parent is Page 
Stansbury of Cassville. 
Page’s daughter, Erin, 
who is developmentally 
disabled, and son, Travis, 
attended Camp Barnabus’ 
inaugural camp session. 
Page said both her chil-
dren benefited from the 
camp experience. “It was 
a positive experience for 
both kids,” Page said. “It 
is just such a beautiful 
setting. All the counsel-
ors are continually cheer-
ful.” “The opportunity to 
get out among teenage, 
positive role models was 
wonderful for Travis. In 
that setting, he got to see 
good teenagers doing 
good things.” The coun-
selor-to-camper ratio at 
Barnabus is two-to-one. 
Counselors are screened 
carefully and are selected 
for their strong commit-
ment to children and their 
Christian values. At the 
beginning of every ses-
sion, counselors receive 
orientation for each camp-
er so that personal needs 
can be met. Cyndy said 
counselors can “make or 
break” a camper’s expe-
rience. She adds that it’s 
inspiring to see the love 
and interaction develop 
between counselors and 
campers. Daily activities 
are bookended by a devo-
tional time in the morn-
ing and in the evening. 
Throughout their term 
at camp, children are 
encouraged to talk about 
their feelings, especially 
during art and creative 
writing sessions. The nat-
ural beauty of the camp’s 
83-acre site, which sits on 
a wooded bluff overlook-
ing Shoal Creek, enhances 
the therapeutic effects of 
Camp Barnabus. When 
campers leave, they often 
head home with a drasti-
cally improved outlook on 
life. Counselors are also 
changed by their summer 
experience. “These kids 
are awesome. They love 
unconditionally,” said 
Crystal Wood, a 20-year-
old from Northeastern 
Oklahoma. “These kids 
love and don’t expect 
anything. They love you 
from their heart.” “They 
have such courage. They 
take a leap of faith every 
time they get out of bed.” 
When asked about Camp 
Barnabus’ ultimate mis-
sion, Cyndy quickly states 
that it is to help children 
see God’s face in the midst 
of their plight. When this 
occurs, the Teases have 
fulfilled their goal of 
enlarging the spirit and 
encouraging the heart. 

Hi, I’m Hunny! I’m a 3-month-
old Shepherd mix with a 
beautiful tan and white coat, 
and I’m full of energy and 
curiosity about the world 
around me. I’m smart and 
love to play, which means 
I’m ready for an adventure 
with the right family who can 
keep up with me. Just so you 
know, I’d do best in a home 
without cats — it’s just how 
I’m wired! My adoption fee 
is $150, and I’m waiting to 
meet you and start our jour-
ney together. Adopters can 
complete an application at 
www.havenoftheozarks.org/
adopt. No appointment is 
needed. The Haven is open 
from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., seven 
days a week. All Haven of 
the Ozarks pets are fixed, up 
to date on their vaccinations, 
and microchipped. For more 
information, people may 
email havenozarksanctuary@
gmail.com, or call at 417-
835-3647. Contributed photo

Haven of the Ozarks Pet of the Week

Through the Years

40 YEARS AGO: THEY WOULDN’T FRY — Thinking about 
cooking an egg on the sidewalk in current hot tempera-
tures, you would naturally turn to an expert. But, even 
the efforts of Mickey Belosi, right, extension home econ-
omist, couldn’t make a couple of eggs fry on a black 
parking lot Monday. Helping was Kelly Horner, secretary 
at the Barry County Extension Office. With temperatures 
bouncing between 101° and 104° at the time, the hen 
fruit still wouldn’t cook. So, we can tell you for certain, 
even though it’s hot, record hot, the sidewalks won’t 
cook an egg. Temperatures the last few days, ranging 
from 101° to 104°, have been setting record highs for 
this period of the year. They have also been drying out 
pastures which haven’t been blessed with general show-
ers in several weeks. Democrat file photo



Page 6A • Wednesday, July 22, 2026 Cassville Democrat

Julius “Bill” 
Garcia Jr.

Julius “Bill” Garcia Jr., 
81, of Shell Knob, Mo., 
passed away on Thursday, 
July 2, 2026, at the Mo. 
Veterans Home in Mount 
Vernon, Mo.

He was born on 
December 15, 1938, in 
St. Louis, Mo., to Julius 
and Juanita (Fernandez) 

Garcia, who preceded him 
in death.

Also preceding him in 
death was his wife, Kathy 
Gotsh.

Survivors include one 
son, Julius Garcia III of 
Greenville, Tenn.; one 
daughter, Kathy Bernsen 
of Shell Knob, Mo.; five 
grandchildren; five great 
grandchildren; one 
brother Jim Garcia of St. 
Louis.

He honorably served 
his country in the United 
States Navy. Following 
his military service, he 
continued his commit-
ment to serving others 
as a police officer for St. 
Louis County, where he 
dedicated many years to 
protecting his communi-
ty. 

He was a member 
of Lakeside Christian 
Church in Shell Knob, 

Mo.
He was also a devot-

ed member of Central 
Crossing Masonic Lodge 
#674 and the Shell Knob 
Shrine Club. 

Memorials may 
be made to Shriners 
Children’s Hospital in St. 
Louis and entrusted to 
White Funeral Home and 
Crematory.

A Masonic Service will 
be held July 27, 2026, at 
7:00 pm at White Funeral 
Home and Crematory in 
Cassville, Mo.

Arrangements are 
under the direction of 
White Funeral Home in 
Cassville, Mo.

James Edward 
“Jim” Smith

James Edward “Jim” 
Smith, 73, of Shell 
Knob, Mo. passed away 
Wednesday, July 15, 2026 
at his son’s home in Okla.

He was born August 
31, 1952 in St. Louis, Mo. 
the son of Jack and Leona 
(Petot) Smith, who pre-
ceded him in death. 

Also preceding him in 
death was his wife Janet 
G. “Jan” Reid.

Survivors include his 
sons, Steven Smith and 
wife Katrina of Oklahoma 
City, Okla., and Brian 
Smith and wife Christina 
of St. Louis, Mo.; daugh-
ter, Jennifer Stephens 
and husband John of St. 
Louis, Mo.; 11 grandchil-
dren and a great grand-
child on the way.

He grew up in St. 
Louis, where he attend-
ed school and graduat-
ed from Hillsboro High 
School. He was employed 
by Maritz as a shipping 
coordinator, where he 
worked for 20 years until 
his retirement. Jim moved 
to Shell Knob and served 
for several years as a jail-
er with the Barry County 
Sheriff’s Department. He 
had made his home in 

Shell Knob for the past 30 
years.

Graveside services 
were held Monday, July 
20, 2026, at Oak Hill 
Cemetery in Cassville, 
Mo., under direction of 
Fohn Funeral Home in 
Cassville. Pastor Rick

Cooper and Mick 
Epperly conducted the 
services.

WHITE FUNERAL HOME 
AND CREMATORY

196 Sale Barn Rd., Cassville, MO • 417-847-8400

Crematory on site
To view obituaries, go to 

www.whitefuneralhome.org
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FOHN FUNERAL HOMEFOHN FUNERAL HOME
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“When I met Emory, 
it seemed really clear 
that if he had not been 
an attorney, he would 
have been a newspaper 
man,” Estes-Jones said. 
“He loved journalism. 
He loved history and he 
loved news.”

Although Melton 
often credited his wife, 
Jean, for the success 
of the Barry County 
Advertiser and the fam-

ily’s printing business, 
Litho, Estes-Jones said 
his dedication to the 
newspaper never faded.

“He looked at that 
thing cover to cover every 
single week,” Estes-
Jones said. “I couldn’t 
get away with any kind 
of mistake because he 
would catch it.”

She said Melton 
believed a communi-
ty newspaper’s greatest 

responsibility was docu-
menting the people and 
events that shaped the 
county.

“He looked at the 
news more as something 
that was so important to 
the record and history 
of this county and this 
community, which he 
just loved,” Estes-Jones 
said.

Even when they dis-
agreed, Estes-Jones 
said Melton maintained 
respect while standing 
firmly by his principles.

“Emory and I had 
many differences of opin-
ion personally, political-
ly, socially, all kinds of 
things,” Estes-Jones 
said. “But, what he real-
ly embodied for me was 
integrity. Even if he dis-
agreed with someone, I 
never felt disrespected. I 
never felt talked down to.”

Melton also remained 
closely connected to 
what was happen-
ing throughout Barry 
County and frequent-
ly suggested stories he 
believed belonged in the 
newspaper.

“He was just really 
involved in the pulse of 
the community and he 
always knew what was 
going on,” Estes-Jones 
said. “Everybody talked 
to him all the time.”

While he often point-

ed editors toward stories 
he considered import-
ant, Estes-Jones said his 
broader philosophy cen-
tered on comprehensive 
community coverage.

“For the most part, he 
just wanted to see good 
news,” Estes-Jones said. 
“Good news is not nec-
essarily positive news. It 
was all of it. It wasn’t 
special treatment. It was 
just cover all of it.”

Away from deadlines, 
some of Estes-Jones’ 
favorite memories came 
during quiet Saturday 
mornings when only she 
and Melton were work-
ing in the office.

“I would run by the 
farmer’s market before 
I went to work and get 
a big cinnamon roll,” 
Estes-Jones said. “I’d 
go in Emory’s office. 
He would have already 
made coffee, and I’d split 
my cinnamon roll with 
him. We would sit there 
and sometimes chat, 
sometimes not, and just 
share a cinnamon roll 
and drink some coffee 
and enjoy the quiet of 
the office.”

Those conversations 
often became impromp-
tu history lessons.

“He had so much his-
tory and so much knowl-
edge that if I asked him 
about something, he 

would remember these 
crazy details,” Estes-
Jones said. “He had this 
absolute gift for memory 
and to remember specif-
ic details of exactly what 
happened. He would 
remember what color a 
senator’s bow tie was, 
I would sit there like, 
‘How do you remember 
that?’”

As the Advertiser 
has ceased publication, 
Estes-Jones believes 
Melton would have been 
saddened by the out-
come.

“I think he would be 
really disappointed,” 
she said. “He was proud 
of that paper. He was 
proud of Litho and what 
they had done because 
of how much he loved 
Jean.”

Estes-Jones said the 
publication had become 
a fixture in mailboxes 
across Barry County, 
regardless of who served 
as editor over the years.

“It’s been a nice free 
staple to get in your 
mailbox for years,” she 
said. “It’s the end of an 
era, and it’s hard.”

For Estes-Jones, the 
newspaper’s closure is 
also deeply personal.

“It does break my 
heart because I did care 
so much about what that 
paper did for the com-

munity,” Estes-Jones 
said.

She said communi-
ty newspapers preserve 
moments that may 
seem ordinary today but 
become invaluable piec-
es of local history with 
time.

“People seeing their 
grandkids’ picture in the 
paper or seeing the stu-
dent award they got — 
people may laugh, but 
these things are import-
ant,” Estes-Jones said. 
“It’s the history of our 
community.”

Without local news-
papers, Estes-Jones wor-
ries communities risk 
losing both their stories 
and a trusted record of 
events.

“I don’t think we want 
to rely on social media to 
tell us what happened in 
history,” she said.

Estes-Jones added 
the loss extends beyond 
Barry County, reflecting 
a challenge facing rural 
communities across the 
country.

“We will lose a lot of 
the stories and the voic-
es of people who live 
here,” Estes-Jones said. 
“Everyone’s voice mat-
ters. Even if your voice 
is saying something that 
I disagree with, it’s still 
important that people 
have that voice.”

Legacy: Former editor believes Melton would be disappointed by outcome   
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1A

In the residence’s 
upstairs bedroom, 
investigators located a 
Jennings model J-22 .22 
caliber pistol, several box-
es of ammunition, and 
two additional baggies of 
a white powder-like sub-
stance. Investigators also 
located a bag of a white 
powder-like substance 
from the console area of 
a vehicle parked outside. 

he suspected con-
trolled substances were 
sent to a DEA laboratory 
for analysis, which result-
ed in the following sub-
stances being identified: 
8.1 grams of fentanyl and 
lidocaine; 2.007 grams of 

fentanyl (found in the tub 
of candy); 2.169 grams of 
fentanyl; 2.501 grams of 
fentanyl and lidocaine; 
5.2 grams of fentanyl, 
lidocaine, and acetamin-
ophen; 31.874 grams of 
cocaine; .087 grams of 
fentanyl, heroin, cocaine, 
lidocaine, and xylazine; 
and .754 grams of fen-
tanyl, lidocaine, and acet-
aminophen. 

According to court 
documents, McMullen 
has a criminal history that 
extends back decades, 
including prior felony 
convictions for forgery, 
possession of a firearm by 
a convicted felon, money 
laundering, and solicita-
tion to kill a federal wit-
ness.

This case was prose-

cuted by Assistant United 
States Attorney Wyatt A. 
Cross and Supervisory 
Assistant United States 
Attorney Jessica R. 
Eatmon. It was inves-
tigated by the United 
States Drug Enforcement 
Administration, the 
Ozarks Drug Enforcement 
Team, and the Barry 
County, Mo. Sheriff’s 
Office.
Project Safe 
Neighborhoods

Project Safe 
Neighborhoods (PSN) 
is the Department of 
Justice’s nationwide ini-
tiative that brings feder-
al, state, local, and tribal 
law enforcement, prose-
cutors, and other public 
safety partners togeth-

er to coordinate efforts 
to combat violent crime 
and make communities 
safe. Coordinated by U.S. 
Attorneys’ offices in each 
of the 94 federal districts, 
PSN is tailored to partic-
ular communities to stra-
tegically address specific 
violent crime and public 
safety challenges. As a key 
component of Operation 
Take Back America, PSN 
serves a central role in the 
Department’s commit-
ment to make our coun-
try safe. PSN emphasiz-
es three core principles: 
rapid federal response to 
violent crime and crim-
inal offenders; strong, 
strategic partnerships 
among law enforcement 
at all levels; and account-
ability and deterrence 
through the prosecution 
of the most serious, read-
ily provable offenses and 
other strategies. These 
efforts complement and 
strengthen President 
Trump’s Homeland 
Security Task Forces, 
ensuring a comprehen-
sive federal response to 
the most pressing public 
safety issues facing com-
munities

Federal: Case part of Project Safe Neighborhoods   
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1A

Classifly, Classifly, 
Classiflew, Classiflew, 

Classiflown. Classiflown. 
 However you say it... However you say it...

things fly in the things fly in the 
classiflieds. classiflieds. 

Call to advertise in Call to advertise in 
The Cassville DemocratThe Cassville Democrat
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Election 2026
BARRY COUNTY BARRY COUNTY 

PROSEUCTING ATTORNEYPROSEUCTING ATTORNEY
Editor’s note: The following Q&As represent the candidates’ views verbatim, as submitted via email in 

response to our questions, and have not been edited. The Republican Primary will be held Aug. 4, with voters 
allowed to select one candidate. The top vote-getter will be unopposed in the Nov. 3 General Election. - KT

1. How should crime 
victims be kept informed 
through the court 
process?
Crime victims or their 
family receives a packet 
of information when a 
case is filed. They are then 
signed up for notifications 
through the court system 
regarding all hearing dates. 
Questions are answered 
as they arise and meetings 
are conducted to ensure 
they are kept aware of 
the stage of the case. The 
criminal justice system 
can be a lengthy process, 
and frustrating to victims, 
so it’s vital that victims 
understand the various 
stages of the proceedings.

2. What is your 
philosophy on 
transparency, and how 
transparent should the 
prosecutor’s office be 
regarding charges filed or 
cases that are dropped?
The prosecutor’s office 
has rules that must be 
followed regarding cases. 
Information regarding 
cases that are dropped 
can only be shared with 
law enforcement or the 
victim. This is to ensure 
that the victim’s privacy is 
protected. Cases that are 
filed are open to the public 
through Missouri’s casenet 
system, again however, 
victim information in 
certain types of cases 
is protected. While I 
understand “transparency” 
is the latest catch phrase 
for some folks, a victim’s 
privacy outweighs any 
need to fulfill the public’s 
curiosity.

3. What steps do you 
hope to take to reduce 

crimes against children, 
specifically surrounding 
abuse and sex crimes?
I’ve work closely with 
law enforcement and 
the Missouri Children’s 
Division for over 11 years  
in an effort to ensure 
sufficient evidence is 
collected and perpetrators 
of crimes against 
children are prosecuted. 
Unfortunately, these 
types of crimes are often 
perpetrated by family 
or friends of the child, 
making it at times more 
difficult to get cooperation 
from the family. We all 
have to be vigilant and 
report suspicious behavior 
to the proper authorities.

4. What can be done to 
improve communication 
and cooperation 
between the prosecutor’s 
office and local law 
enforcement agencies?
For over 11 years, I’ve had 
wonderful relationships 

with various law 
enforcement agencies that 
work in Barry County. 
I’m currently on my third 
sheriff and second police 
chiefs in Monett and 
Cassville. While we don’t 
always see eye to eye, I 
believe we have a good 
working relationship- all 
of us hoping to make 
Barry County safer for its 
citizens.

5. How do yo plan 
to recruit and retain 
qualified staff for the 
prosecutor’s office?
I will continue to use the 
various resources available 
through the Missouri 
Office of Prosecution 
Services, along with word 
of mouth from the good 
citizens of Barry County 
to staff the office. We 
currently have a great 
team that takes their jobs 
very seriously and strive 
to ensure criminals are 
appropriately punished.

Amy Boxx

1. How should crime 
victims be kept informed 
through the court 
process?
A victim of a crime is 
likely going through one 
of the worst periods in 
their life. It is the role of 
the Prosecutor’s Office to 
communicate with victims 
from the beginning of 
the case through its final 
resolution. Victims should 
receive understandable 
information about charges, 
court dates, plea offers, 
sentencing and any 
significant developments. 
They should have a reliable 
point of contact within 
the office and be given 
an opportunity to express 
their concerns before 
major decisions are made. 
Crime victims deserve 
to be heard, treated with 
dignity, kept informed 
and not revictimized. As 
Prosecuting Attorney, I 
will ensure the Victim 
Advocate has every 
resource needed to do the 
job well but will also take 
the time to speak with 
victims myself.

2. What is your 
philosophy on 
transparency, and how 
transparent should the 
prosecutor’s office be 
regarding charges filed or 
cases that are dropped?
 The Prosecutor’s Office 
is a public office, and 
the public deserves 
meaningful information 
about its work. However, 
transparency does not 
mean releasing every detail 
of an investigation. The 
office must protect victims, 
children, confidential 
informants, witnesses 
and information that 
could jeopardize an 
active case. Prosecuting 
Attorneys must also avoid 
making public statements 
that could prejudice a 
defendant’s right to a 
fair trial. As Prosecuting 
Attorney, I will maintain 
open communication 
with the community 
and professional working 
relationships with local 
media.

3. What steps do you 
hope to take to reduce 
crimes against children, 
specifically surrounding 
abuse and sex crimes?
As heartbreaking as it is, 
the Prosecutor’s Office will 
never be able to eliminate 

all crimes against children. 
It is the duty of every 
citizen to work together to 
protect the most vulnerable 
among us. We must 
educate and encourage 
every community member 
to report suspected abuse. 
Earlier reporting can 
protect children, preserve 
evidence and prevent 
offenders from harming 
additional victims. As 
Prosecuting Attorney, 
I will work closely with 
law enforcement, the 
juvenile office, medical 
professionals, child-
advocacy organizations 
and the schools to ensure 
allegations are investigated 
thoroughly and in a 
manner that protects the 
child. When the evidence 
supports prosecution, 
offenders will be 
prosecuted aggressively and 
held fully accountable.

4. What can be done to 
improve communication 
and cooperation 
between the prosecutor’s 
office and local law 
enforcement agencies?
The Prosecuting Attorney 
and law enforcement 
should be partners 
and work together to 
protect the public. 
That requires regular 
communication, mutual 
respect and accessibility. 
Law enforcement officers 
should know what the 
prosecutor needs to 
successfully prosecute a 
case, and prosecutors must 
understand the practical 
challenges officers face in 
the field. As Prosecuting 
Attorney, I will be 

available to officers for 
legal guidance during 
investigations rather than 
waiting until a report 
is submitted to identify 
problems. I will meet 
regularly with agency 
leaders, provide training 
where necessary and 
explain charging decisions 
when additional evidence 
is needed or charges cannot 
be filed. They are the ones 
who put their lives on 
the line every day and as 
Prosecuting Attorney I will 
have their back.

5. How do yo plan 
to recruit and retain 
qualified staff for the 
prosecutor’s office?
A Prosecutor’s Office is 
only as effective as the 
people working in it. As 
Prosecuting Attorney, I 
will work with the County 
Commission to ensure the 
office has the resources 
necessary to recruit 
and, most importantly, 
retain qualified assistant 
prosecutors, victim 
advocates and support 
staff. Compensation 
matters, but retention 
also depends upon good 
leadership, proper training, 
manageable workloads 
and a professional working 
environment. Employees 
should receive continuing 
education and be given the 
tools necessary to perform 
their jobs effectively. I will 
establish clear expectations, 
support employees in their 
professional development 
and create a culture where 
capable people want to 
remain and serve Barry 
County..

Andrew Cole

Kyle appointed CS Bank assistant branch manager
Mark Davis, Cassville 

market president for CS 
Bank, has announced 
the appointment of Ana 
Kyle to Assistant Branch 
Manager of CS Bank’s 
Cassville location. 

Kyle will be respon-
sible for assisting in the 
oversight of the deposit 
services staff and daily 
operations of the Cassville 
facility. As the bank con-
tinues to grow its client 
base, she will assist with 
overseeing the continued 
enhancement of the local 
bank’s deposit-based 

p r o d u c t s 
and services. 

" A n a 
Kyle is one 
of the hard-
est work-
ing people 
I know," 
Davis said. 
"Her pro-

fessional growth since 
joining CS Bank has been 
remarkable, and this pro-
motion is well earned. 
I'm proud of what she's 
accomplished and excit-
ed to see where she goes 
from here."

Kyle was most recently 
a deposit services repre-
sentative at the Cassville 
location and has worked 
at CS Bank for two years. 
She and her husband 
Jonathan, reside in Purdy. 

Kyle is a graduate of 
Purdy High School and 
later went on to obtain 
her associate’s degree 
from Crowder College. 

CS Bank is a $630 
million-dollar bank with 
eight locations through-
out the area and plans for 
continued expansion in 
Southwest Missouri.

ANA KYLE

Jayden, 4, of Cassville, carefully balances an egg 
through the dinosaur egg obstacle course at Cassville 
Branch Library during the Dinolympics on Thursday. 
Kyle Troutman/ktroutman@cassville-democrat.com

Dinolympics brings youth to Cassville library

Lydia Cross, 9, of Cassville, completes a dino-
saur-themed puzzle provided by the Cassville Branch 
Library during the Dinolympics on Thursday. Kyle 
Troutman/ktroutman@cassville-democrat.com
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Paid for by The Committee to elect Andrew Cole, Janice Varner, Treasurer

Vote on Vote on 
Aug. 4!Aug. 4!
• Barry County native• Barry County native

• Current Assistant Prosecutor, • Current Assistant Prosecutor, 
Lawrence CountyLawrence County

RE-ELECT 
STEVESTEVE

BLANKENSHIPBLANKENSHIP
FORFOR

BARRY COUNTYBARRY COUNTY
PRESIDING PRESIDING 

COMMISSIONERCOMMISSIONER

Paid for by Steve Blankenship for presiding commissioner Deanna Blankenship treasurerPaid for by Steve Blankenship for presiding commissioner Deanna Blankenship treasurer

• Current Barry County Presiding Commissioner
• Life long Barry County Resident

• Marine Corp Reserve Veteran
• Family man with Conservative Christian Values

• 20 years fire dept volunteer
• 9 year reserve Barry County Deputy

• Served on MAC Community & Economic 
Development Steering Committee

• Chairman on District N Solid 
Waste Management Board

• Working with Cassville, Monett, Mt. Vernon, 
Aurora and Lawrence County on a Community & 

Economic Development plan

Praxton Tall, 8, of Republic, jumps in one of several inflatable bounce houses at the Purdy Festival on Saturday, held at the city park. Kyle Troutman/ktroutman@cass-
ville-democrat.com

Bouncing, climbing, splashing at Purdy Festival

Malakia, 10, of Republic, climbs the rock wall on his birthday during the Purdy 
Festival on Saturday, held at the city park. Kyle Troutman/ktroutman@cassville-democrat.com

Peighton Fields, 6, of Purdy, pets animals in the petting zoo at the Purdy Festival 
on Saturday. Kyle Troutman/ktroutman@cassville-democrat.com
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Year in Photos — Barry County cross country

Exeter’s Shannon Trammell crosses the finish line in the 
Cassville cross country meet last season. Kyle Troutman/ktrout-
man@cassville-democrat.com

Publisher’s note: Throughout the summer, the Cassville Democrat will feature the best unprinted photos from each team 
photographed during the 2025-2026 athletics seasons. — KT

Young Lady Trojans learn to compete
Southwest softball 
team excited for 
growth, future 

seasons
BY KYLE TROUTMAN

ktroutman@cassville-democrat.com
A season filled with growing 

pains also resulted in steady 
progress for the Southwest 
softball team, as the Lady 
Trojans developed a young 
roster to lay a foundation for 
the future.

Coach Melissa Mitchell 
said the team's 5-16 record 
did not fully reflect the strides 
made throughout the season, 
pointing instead to the growth 
she witnessed from a group 
replacing several experienced 
players.

"Overall, I think we learned 
a lot this season," Mitchell 
said. "I saw a lot of growth 
from the players this sea-
son. We really focused on 

controlling the controllables 
and learning every chance we 
could, even though our record 
was not the best."

Mitchell said the team's 
greatest improvement came in 
its ability to respond to adver-
sity instead of allowing mis-
takes to snowball.

"The biggest improvement 
I saw this season was trying 
to compete and not letting 
one mistake take control of 
the game," Mitchell said. "It 
wasn't always perfect, but 
the girls worked hard to pick 
themselves up when things 
were hard. 

“We were a very young team 
and lost a lot of varsity starters 
from the year before, so some 
girls had some big shoes to fill 
and worked hard to improve 
themselves throughout the 
season."

While pleased with the 
team's development, Mitchell 
believes confidence remains 
the next step.

"I would have loved to see 

more confidence in certain 
players, but that comes with 
experience and I truly believe 
the girls are so close to gaining 
that confidence and trust in 
themselves to really take off," 
Mitchell said.

One contest early in the 
year helped define the team's 
progress despite ending in 
defeat.

"We played Mt. Vernon at 
Mt. Vernon during the first 
few weeks of the season, and 
even though we lost the game, 
I felt like that was the first 
time at that point that each 
and every girl competed and 
really understood what it felt 
like to compete during a game 
and not let one mistake set the 

tone of the game," Mitchell 
said. "They worked hard in 
that game."

Mitchell said the team's 
improvement also showed in 
its ability to meet the expec-
tations established before the 
season.

"We set a goal during the 
early season to try to com-
pete in every game," Mitchell 
said. "Some games we did bet-
ter than other games, but I 
do believe the girls improved 
throughout the season. Even 
though it was a season of tre-
mendous growth, I believe 
that each player on our 
team learned quite a bit and 
improved their skills in some 
way."

The Lady Trojans will 
graduate four seniors whose 
impact extended beyond sta-
tistics.

"We had four seniors this 
past season and they each 
played an important part on 
our team," Mitchell said. "We 
will miss their encouragement 

and leadership."
Mitchell expects the return-

ing roster and an incoming 
freshman class to accelerate 
the program's development 
next season.

"I am truly looking forward 
to the incoming freshman," 
Mitchell said. "We are gain-
ing a good amount of players 
and I think they will bring 
some speed to our team. I am 
also really excited for all the 
returning players. They are 
a hard working group with 
good attitudes and are eager to 
learn. I think this next season 
will be very hopeful for our 
program."

As preparations begin for 
another campaign, Mitchell's 
focus remains on continued 
daily improvement.

"I hope to continue to 
improve, for the girls to get 
better throughout the entire 
season, to really focus on 
doing the little things right, 
and execute plays when need-
ed," Mitchell said.

SOUTHWEST SOFTBALL 
Record: 5-16
Last result: 15-0 loss to Mt. 
Vernon in Class 2, District 6 
Tournament
More: Young team sees growth 
across board 

Southwest’s Jacee Durossette runs in the first lap of the Cassville cross country 
meet last season. Kyle Troutman/ktroutman@cassville-democrat.com

Purdy’s Courtney Patterson runs in the Cassville cross country meet 
last season. Kyle Troutman/ktroutman@cassville-democrat.com

Southwest’s Tobias Smith crosses the finish line in the Cassville cross country meet last 
season. Kyle Troutman/ktroutman@cassville-democrat.com
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theedison Company
808 Edison Rd., Cassville, MO 65625

417-846-0026

Fohn Funeral Home

Fohn, Cassville ~ McQueen, Wheaton

We are here to serve and help you in your time of need.

SERVING ALL FAITHS

K
Ken’s Collision

Center

712 W. 10th St.
Cassville, MO 65625

417-847-1200
www.kenscollisioncenter.com

Hwy. 248, Cassville, MO 65625

417-847-4791

417-835-3465
Propane • Farm Diesel • Feed • Fertilizer

Monett Plant
Monett, Mo.

417-236-3140
Supporting local
churches and our
Tyson chaplains.

407 E. Hwy 248 • Cassville, MO
www.throgers.com

417-847-2123

CHURCH DIRECTORY
ANGLICAN

ST. MARY MAGDALENE
205 Commercial St., Exeter

835-2102

ASSEMBLY OF GOD
FIRST ASSEMBLY OF GOD
Bus. Rt. 37 N., Cassville

671-8131
ASSEMBLY OF GOD

RR 1, Box 1158, Seligman
662-3333

ASSEMBLY OF GOD
Front & Pierce, Exeter

835-4492
BRIDGEWAY ASSEMBLY OF GOD

Hwy. 39 N., Shell Knob
858-3770

FIRST ASSEMBLY OF GOD
209 W. Jefferson, Purdy

442-3898
OK ASSEMBLY OF GOD

6121 Hwy. 90, Washburn, Mo. 
737-9477.

RIDGLEY ASSEMBLY OF GOD
16544 FR 1027, Exeter

846-3513

BAPTIST
BETHLEHEM FREEWILL BAPTIST

Jct. 76 & JJ Highway
Rocky Comfort
BIBLE BAPTIST

Fasco Rd., Cassville
847-4871

BUTTERFIELD FIRST BAPTIST
10901 Walnut St., Butterfield

442-7887
CALVARY BAPTIST CHURCH

Exeter, Mo.
665-1295

CARR LANE SOUTHERN BAPTIST
P.O. Box 69, Eagle Rock

870-577-6025
CORINTH SOUTHERN BAPTIST

AA Hwy., Cassville
847-4165

EMMANUEL SOUTHERN BAPTIST
821 Old Exeter Rd., Cassville

847-3239
FIRST BAPTIST

Hwy. YY, Shell Knob
858-3496

FIRST BAPTIST
117 W. Garber St., Fairview

FIRST BAPTIST

602 West. St., Cassville
847-2965

FIRST BAPTIST
Wheaton

FIRST SOUTHERN BAPTIST
Exeter, 835-5433

FIRST SOUTHERN BAPTIST
104 W. Hwy. J, Golden

271-3605
GRACE BAPTIST CHURCH

14970 F.R. 1150, Cassville, Mo.
GRACE COMMUNITY  

FELLOWSHIP
P.O. Box 352, Shell Knob

858-6868
GRACE SOUTHERN BAPTIST

1/2 mi. off 248 corner of FR 2150 & 1150, 
Cassville; 847-4691

HIS WAY FELLOWSHIP
Highway 62, 1 mi. N. of Garfield

847-9289
MINERAL SPRINGS BAPTIST
HC #64, Cassville; 846-1115

MISSION SOUTHERN BAPTIST
RR 1, Washburn

826-5232
MT. OLIVE SOUTHERN BAPTIST

F.R. 2188, Cassville, 417-847-1245
MT. ZION BAPTIST

Hwy. 37 S., Washburn
826-5840

NEW HOPE BAPTIST
3 mi. W. of 37 on W Hwy. 

then 3/4 mi. N. to FR 1052, Exeter
652-3885

OAK RIDGE  
MISSIONARY BAPTIST

16722 State Hwy. 248, Cassville
Pastor- 501-538-6261
Local- 417-847-4597

PLEASANT HILL BAPTIST
RR 1, Box 1710, Washburn

435-2319
PURDY FIRST BAPTIST

3rd & Washington St., Purdy
442-7435

SHILOH BAPTIST
Hwy. 248, Jenkins

574-6466
PROSPERITY BAPTIST CHURCH

Rocky Comfort
PRAIRIE HILL BAPTIST

RR 1, Box 1956, Washburn
826-5158

RIDGLEY BAPTIST CHURCH
Rt. 1, Box 931, Exeter

652-7884
ROARING RIVER BAPTIST

HC #881 - Hwy. 86, Eagle Rock
271-3142

ROCK SPRINGS BAPTIST
RR 1, Seligman; 826-5770

SOLID ROCK SOUTHERN BAPTIST CHURCH
Rt. 1, Exeter, 652-3592

VICTORY BAPTIST CHURCH
Business 37 N., Cassville

826-5295
VIOLA BAPTIST

Hwy. 39, Shell Knob
858-2597

WASHBURN FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
618 N. 2nd Street, Washburn

826-5000
WAYMARK CHURCH
2581 State Hwy 37

235-7466
WHEATON FIRST BAPTIST
Hwy. 86 & Hwy. A, Wheaton

652-3898
WHEATON SOUTHERN BAPTIST
11676 State Hwy. 86, Wheaton

PO Box 175, 652-3186

CATHOLIC
HOLY FAMILY PARISH
Hwy. 39-30, Shell Knob

858-2518
ST. EDWARD PARISH
107 17th St., Cassville

847-4948

CHURCH OF CHRIST
CASSVILLE CHURCH OF CHRIST

404 State Hwy 248 Cassville, MO, 65625
Normal worship time, 10 a.m.

916-539-4708
cassvillechurchofchrist.com

CHURCH OF CHRIST
Hwy. 90 E., Washburn

826-5890
CHURCH OF CHRIST

39 Lake Rd., Shell Knob
858-3839

CHURCH OF CHRIST
Goosetree Hwy. 86, Wheaton

652-3873
CHURCH OF CHRIST

1104 Mill St., Cassville
847-2374 

CHURCH OF GOD 
APOSTOLIC FAITH

GOLDEN CHURCH OF GOD

Hwy. 86, Golden
271-3134

SPIRITUAL STREAMS  
FELLOWSHIP

Hwy. 112, Cassville
846-6339

EPISCOPAL
ST. THOMAS Á BECKET

Hwy. 112 and State Hwy. AA, Cassville
846-2155

LUTHERAN
COMMUNITY LUTHERAN

Hwy. 86, Eagle Rock
271-4383

PEACE LUTHERAN
N. Hwy. 39, Shell Knob

858-3900

METHODIST
ALL FAITH UNITED METHODIST

Hwy. 86, Eagle Rock
271-3737

CASSVILLE UNITED METHODIST
7th & Gravel, Cassville

847-2328
UNITED METHODIST
Hwy. YY, Shell Knob

858-6707
WASHBURN UNITED METHODIST

Washburn
Corner of 1st and North, Washburn
WHEATON UNITED METHODIST

101 Santee St., Wheaton
652-3858

THE CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST 
OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS

CASSVILLE BRANCH
3426 County Farm Road

Sunday, 10 a.m.
417-986-3161

NAZARENE
CHURCH OF THE NAZARENE
Business Hwy. 37 N., Cassville

417-619-1498

PENTECOSTAL
LIGHTHOUSE PENTECOSTAL
Hwy. 86 & P St., Eagle Rock

271-4929

NEW LIFE TEMPLE
Business Hwy. 37 N., Cassville

847-3106
GRACE POINT FELLOWSHIP
Washburn Community Building

479-366-2561
NEW LIFE TABERNACLE

30755 State Hwy. 37, Seligman
662-0076

PRESBYTERIAN
TRINITY PRESBYTERIAN
Hwy. 39 N., Shell Knob

858-3902
WALDENSIAN PRESBYTERIAN

1 mi. S. of Monett
235-3337

OTHER
BELIEVERS FULL GOSPEL  

FELLOWSHIP
1st. & South St., Washburn

826-5875
BLESSING HEIGHTS  
WORSHIP CENTER

1107 Farm Rd., Cassville
847-4061

CASSVILLE SDA
Old Exeter Rd. & Hwy. 37, Cassville

847-3622
BODY OF CHRIST

Wheaton, 417-652-3709
COMMUNITY FAITH CHAPEL

13372 State Hwy. 248, Cassville
847-4643

GOD’S HEALING CENTER
Seligman, 662-3118

EAGLE ROCK  
COMMUNITY CHURCH

Hwy. 86, Eagle Rock
342-0516

FIRST CHRISTIAN
Hwy. 39 N., Shell Knob

858-8200
FIRST CHRISTIAN

Old Exeter Rd. & Hwy. 37, Cassville
847-2460

GOD’S HEALING CENTER
Seligman, 662-3118

LAKESIDE CHRISTIAN CHURCH
22321 Oak Ridge Drive, Shell Knob

278-6674
OZARK CHRISTIAN CHURCH

Hwy. 37, N. of Purdy
442-3361

REAL LIFE WORSHIP CENTER
709 W. 10th St., Cassville

Everybody likes clean!
Two convenient locations

to better serve you!
Across fromWalmart

Supercenter
Old Exeter Rd. &
Hwy. 76/112

417-846-3711

417-847-2141

PLACE YOUR 
AD HERE 

$10.50 per week! 
Call our office at 417-847-2610 to get started!

This devotional and directory is made possible by these businesses who encourage all to attend worship services.

CASSVILLE AREA DEVOTIONAL PAGE

BIBLE VERSE: 
“If we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and 

the blood of Jesus, his Son, purifies us from all sin.”
— 1 JOHN 1:7

34 Main St., Cassville • www.pizzahut.com
417-847-5503

PLACE YOUR 
AD HERE 

$10.50 per week! 
Call our office at 417-847-2610 to get started!

In Ephesians 3:7, Paul 
wrote, “I became a servant 
of this gospel by the gift of 

God’s grace given me through 
the working of his power.”

While this column is intend-
ed to be an inspirational piece, 
this time I want to make it a 
little more personal. Jamie and 
I recently celebrated the com-
pletion of our seventh year in 
Cassville. I consider my role as 
pastor to be much more than 
a job. Like Paul, I consider it a 
gift from God that I have the 
privilege of working in minis-
try.

As I was reflecting on that 
a few days ago, I jotted down 
some highlights of my day. 
The list captures some of the 
remarkable joys that we in 
ministry get to be a part of. I 
enjoy the varied activities that 
fill up my days.

The day began with a men-
torship meeting with a young 

man who I had the privilege 
of baptizing on Easter Sunday. 
It is exciting to be a part of his 
discipleship process. Shortly 
after that meeting, I was 
serving communion to one of 
our older folks who is mostly 
restricted to her home due to 
physical limitations. This was 
an especially holy time for me 
given that we recently walked 
through the death of her hus-
band together.

The next thing on the agen-
da was visiting with a woman 
who had a recent medical sit-
uation that resulted in missed 
work. Thanks to the generosity 
of folks who have contributed 
to an assistance fund, I was 
able to give her a check to help 
with rent and relieve the bur-
den for her as she gets back on 
her feet. 

After that I had the special 
privilege of baptizing a friend 
who recently professed his 

faith in Christ. He is older than 
I am and has had some health 
issues. The most practical way 
to get him under water was to 
use his swimming pool, so that 
was fun and a little unusual.

That was followed by 
Vacation Bible School at our 
church. Since I didn’t have a 
lot of responsibilities, I was 
able to roam around and enjoy 
what was going on. One of the 
sweetest moments of the day 
was when two very young girls 
quoted their memory verse to 
me: Psalm 23:1-3. 

I was struck by the adap-
tation that one of them made 
when she altered verse 3 to say, 
“He restores my heart.” How 
beautiful to see these little ones 
developing an understanding 
of God as a trustworthy and 
loving presence to be with 
them and guide them through 
all the ups and downs of life.

After VBS, I got in on the 
last half of a Jobs For Life class 
that is currently happening 
at Life Change. Here again, 
as a mentor, I get a front row 
seat to witness people moving 
forward in life in positive ways 
as they cooperate with God’s 
ongoing work in them.

This was a full day – in 
more ways than one. You may 
not be an ordained minister 
where you get to do this sort 
of stuff for your job, but all of 
us can experience the joy that 
comes with being a part of peo-
ple’s lives. If you feel like you 

could use more fulfillment and 
meaning in your life, consider 
jumping into some new oppor-
tunity to serve. Help with a 
kids’ program, volunteer at the 
pantry, or find whatever niche 
it is that brings joy to you and 
others. Those opportunities 
are gifts and they can truly add 
richness to your life.

Finally, let me say thank 
you to all of you folks in this 
community who have made 
our first seven years here such 
a blessing. I thank God for you 
and for the privilege of pastor-
ing here! 

Jeff Fugitt is the pastor of 
Cassville United Methodist 

Church, located at 601 Gravel 
Street in Cassville. He may be 

reached at 417-847-2328 or cass-
villeumcpastor@gmail.com.

Reflections on a great day as a pastor

JEFF FUGITT
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HELP: Seeking handyman in 
Cassville. One day per week, 
$15 per hour. 951-288-9996.

Miscellaneous

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT 
OF BARRY COUNTY, 

MISSOURI
CIVIL DIVISION

MADALENA C. 
RACANELLI, 

Plaintiff, 
Vs. 
ROCKY ELSEY 
If they be living or 

their unborn or unknown 
Heirs, devisees, grantees, 
assignees, donees, 
aliencees, legatees, 
administrators, executors, 
guardians, mortgagees, 
trustees, consorts and legal 
representatives, spouses 
and all Other persons, 
corporations or successors 
claiming by, through and 
under them. 

Case No: 26BR-CC 
00091

Defendants. 

NOTICE OF ORDER OF 
PUBLICATION 

The State of Missouri to 
Defendant, 

Rocky Elsey
YOU ARE HEREBY 

NOTIFIED that an action 
has been commenced 
against 

you in the Circuit Court, 
Barry County, Missouri, the 
object and general nature 
of which 

is a Quiet Title Suit, and 

SPECIAL NOTICE
IMPORTANT INFORMATION: 
Please check your ad the first day of 
publication. If it contains an error, report 
it to the Cassville Democrat. Errors will 
be corrected, and credit will be issued 
for the first day of publications only. 
The Cassville Democrat shall not be li-
able for any loss or expense that results 
from the publication (whether published 
correctly or not) or omission of an ad-
vertisement.

which affects the following 
described Property:

All of Lots 5 and 6, Block 
4, Oklahoma Addition to the 
City of Wheaton, 

Barry County, Missouri.
The names of all the 

parties to said suit are 
stated above in the caption 
hereof and 

the name and address of 
the attorney for Plaintiff is 

Blake B. Fields, 
605 Main Street, 
Cassville, Missouri, 

65625.
YOU ARE FURTHER 

NOTIFIED that, unless you 
file an answer or other 

pleading or shall 
otherwise appear and 
defend against the 
aforesaid Petition within 45 

days after the 1st day 
of July 2026, judgment by 
default will be 

rendered against you.
IT IS ORDERED that a 

copy hereof be published 
according to law in the 

Cassville Democrat, 
a newspaper of general 
circulation published in the 
County of Barry, 

State of Missouri. 
A true copy for the record.
Witness by hand and the 

seal of the circuit court this 
25th day of 

June 2026. 
Craig Williams 
BY H.C.
Barry County Circuit 

Clerk
FIRST PUBLICATION: 

07/01/2026
S E C O N D 

PUBLICATION: 07/08/2026
THIRD PUBLICATION: 

07/15/2026
FOURTH PUBLICATION: 

07/22/2026
1st insertion 07/01/26
25-28

—————

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT 
OF BARRY COUNTY, 

MISSOURI
JUVENILE DIVISION

CONTINUED ON PAGE 4B

Help Needed

IN THE MATTER OF 
L.A.C. 
JUAN CERVANTES
and
LETICIA CERVANTES, 
Petitioners. 
Case No. 26BR-JU00049

NOTICE UPON ORDER 
FOR SERVICE BY 

PUBLICATION

The State of Missouri 
to Itzel Cervantes natural 
mother and the unknown 
natural father:

You are hereby notified 
that an action has been 
commenced against you in 
the Circuit 

Court of the County of 
Barry, State of Missouri, the 
object and general nature 
of which is 

Petition for Termination 
of Parental Rights and 
Adoption.

The names of all parties 
to the said suit are stated 
above in the caption hereof 
and the 

name and address of 
the attorney for petitioner 
is James J. Randall, 405 
Broadway, P.O. Box 

151, Monett, MO 65708.
You are further notified 

that, unless you file an 
answer or pleading or shall 
otherwise 

appear and defend 
against the aforesaid 
petition within forty-five 
(45) days after the 8th day CITY OF BUTTERFIELD

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT
The City of Butterfield is currently 
seeking applicants for a full-time 

position and a part-time position in 
the Public Works Department. Duties 
will involve assisting the public works 

employees with landscaping and general 
city and street maintenance. Salary is 
dependent on qualifications. A pre-
employment background check is 
required. Must have a High School

Diploma or GED.
Applications and resumes may be 

submitted at Butterfield City Hall, 10604 
E. 1st Street, Butterfield, MO, or emailed 

to butterfield@totalhighspeed.com.
For additional information, 

call (417) 442-7975.

Autumn Woods 
Senior Apartments 

Hwy 37 & Lincoln Ave, Purdy, MO 65734 

1 Bedroom Apts. Now Available! 
Income Limits Apply

Rental Assistance Available
Laundry Facilities/Community Room 

Resident Pays Only Electric

*Especially for Seniors 62 and Older or
Disabled Households Regardless of Age

FOR MORE DETAILS CALL: 
417-390-3921 
RELAY #711

“This institution is an equal opportunity 
provider and employer.” 

www.bellmanage.com

Cedar Towers  
Apartments 
600 Monroe Street, Purdy, MO 65734 

2 Bedroom Apts. Now Available!

Income Limits Apply
On-Site Laundry Facilities and 

Playground
Tenant responsible for Electric

Rental Assistance Available

FOR MORE DETAILS CALL: 
417-390-3921 
RELAY #711

“This institution is an equal 
opportunity provider and employer.” 

www.bellmanage.com

of July, 2026, judgment by 
default will be rendered 
against you.

It is ordered that a 
copy hereof be published 
according to law in The 
Cassville Democrat, 

a newspaper of general 
circulation published in the 
County of Barry, State of 
Missouri.

Witness my hand and 
seal of the Circuit Court, 
State of Missouri, the 25th 
day of 

June,  2026.
Craig Williams 
Circuit Clerk 
By: H. C. 
First Publication: 
07/08/2026
Second Publication: 
07/22/2026
Third Publication: 
07/15/2026
Fourth Publication:
07/29/2026
1st insertion 07/08/26
26-29

—————

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT 
OF BARRY COUNTY, 

MISSOURI

JARED KING 
PLAINTIFF, 
VS. 
JUSTIN KING 
DEFENDANT. 
CASE NO. 24BR-

CC00002

NOTICE OF SHERIFF’S 
SALE IN PARTITION

By virtue and authority 
of a certified Copy of an 
Interlocutory Judgment and 
Order of Sale in Partition 
issued out of the office 
of the Clerk of the Circuit 
Court of Barry County, 
Missouri, on the 6th day of 
June, 2025, in the above-
captioned cause, wherein 
the Court found that the real 
estate hereinafter described 
cannot be divided in kind 
without great prejudice to 
the owners thereof, and 
directed the undersigned 
Sheriff of Barry County, 
Missouri, to sell said real 
estate at public venue to 
the highest bidder for cash.

NOTICE IS HEREBY 
GIVEN that I, the 
undersigned Sheriff of 
Barry County, Missouri, will 
on the17th day of August 
2026, at 1:00 p.m., at the 
East Front Door of the 
Barry County Courthouse, 
located at 700 Main Street, 
in the City of Cassville, 
Barry County, Missouri, 
sell at public auction to the 
highest bidder for cash (or 
certified funds), all the right, 
title, and interest of the 
parties to said suit in and 
to the following described 
real estate, situated in the 
County of Barry, State of 
Missouri, to-wit:

Tract 1: Lot Fifteen, Block 
Five in Chain-o-Lakes 
Subdivision No. 2, Barry 
County, Missouri,

as per the recorded 
Plat thereof; and Tract 2: 
Lot Seventeen in Block 
Five in Chain-o-Lakes 
Subdivision No. 2, Barry 
County, Missouri, as per 
the recorded plat thereof, 
situated in the County of 
Barry, Missouri.

Parcel ID/Tax ID Number: 
2 9 - 6 . 0 - 1 4 - 0 0 2 - 0 0 6 -
0007.000/3-1254-0

Commonly known as: 
27274 Hickory Drive, Eagle 
Rock, Missouri

Terms of Sale: Cash 
payable at the time of 
sale. The sale is subject to 
confirmation by the Circuit 
Court of Barry County, 
Missouri.

Given under my hand this 
9th day of July 2026.

Danny Boyd 
Sheriff of Barry County, 

Missouri
1st insertion 07/22/26
28-31

—————

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT 
OF BARRY COUNTY, 

MISSOURI
AT CASSVILLE

FREEDOM BANK OF 
SOUTHERN MISSOURI,

HELP WANTED
Part-Time Technology Support 

City of Cassville 
The City of Cassville is seeking a 

dependable, Part-Time Technology 
Support Specialist to provide technical 
assistance and support for the City’s 
technology systems. Responsibilities 

include troubleshooting technical issues, 
assisting staff with technology needs, 
and helping maintain equipment and 

systems. Qualifications:
• Strong knowledge of computer 

hardware, software, and networking
• Strong problem-solving and 

communication skills
• Ability to work independently and 

maintain confidentiality
• Previous technology support 

experience preferred
Flexible part-time schedule. Hourly pay 
based on qualifications and experience 
To apply, submit an application to the 
City of Cassville, City Hall, or visit the 
City’s website for more information.

The City of Cassville is an Equal 
Opportunity Employer.

CITY OF CASSVILLE
STATEMENT OF ACTIVITIES

(MODIFIED CASH BASIS)

Program Revenues Net (Expense) Revenue and Changes in Net Position
Operating Capital Primary Government

Charge for Grants and Grants and Governmental Business-type
Expenses Services Contributions Contributions Activities Activities Total

Governmental activities:
General Government 408,958$     156,941$     -$            -$             (252,017)$         -$                  (252,017)$         
Police and Court 602,059       16,727         30,521         -               (554,810)           -                    (554,810)           
Streets 139,733       600              -              -               (139,133)           -                    (139,133)           
Parks and Storm Water 270,470       -              -              -               (270,470)           -                    (270,470)           
Building Inspection 27,686         12,919         -              -               (14,767)             -                    (14,767)             
Airport 653,833       23,450         -              -               (630,384)           -                    (630,384)           
Economic Development 26,604         -              -              -               (26,604)             -                    (26,604)             
Capital 203,247       -              -              -               (203,247)           -                    (203,247)           
American Rescue Plan Act -              -              -              -               -                    -                    -                    

Total governmental activities 2,332,590    210,637       30,521         -               (2,091,432)        -                    (2,091,432)        
Business-type activities

Water Utilities 432,801       416,013       -              -               -                    (16,788)             (16,788)             
Sewer Utilities 355,139       466,518       -              -               -                    111,378            111,378            

Total business-type activities 787,941       882,531       -              -               -                    94,590              94,590              
Total Primary Government 3,120,531$  1,093,168$  30,521$       -$                 (2,091,432)        94,590              (1,996,842)        

General Revenues
Sales taxes 1,758,214         -                    1,758,214         
Use Tax 191,683            -                    191,683            
Franchise taxes 20,888              -                    20,888              

Outstanding Debt as of 6/30/2026 Surtax 4,151                -                    4,151                
Missouri motor fuel taxes 94,955              -                    94,955              
Miscellaneous 690                   -                    690                   
Interest on investments 122,353            20,823              143,176            

2020 Lease Purchase 210,138       Other sources revenue 133,278            7,500                140,778            
2024 USDA Sewer Bond A 3,732,260    Transfers (Out) In 34,580              -                    34,580              
2024 USDA Sewer Bond B 932,000       Sale of assets -                    -                    -                    
2025 Lease Purchase 250,396       Bond proceeds -                    -                    -                    
2026 Lease Purchase 33,675 Special assessments 14,610              18,783              33,393              
Total Outstanding Principal as of 6/30/2026 5,158,469$  Fee in Lieu of taxes 41,958              40,903              82,861              

Reduction in Fund Balance -                    -                    -                    
Additional detail is available through the office 2,417,361         88,009              2,505,369         
of the Finance Officer Change in net position 325,929            182,599            508,528            

Net position beginning 15,977,030       9,353,291         25,330,321       
Net position ending 16,302,959$     9,535,890$       25,838,849$     

*** UNAUDITED ***

FOR THE SIX MONTHS ENDED JUNE 30TH, 2026

Statement of Revenues and Expenditures 
Fiscal year January 1, 2026 to December 31, 2026 

City of Seligman, Missouri 

REVENUES: YTD Budget % 

GENERAL 220,782.15 $    332,710.00 $    66.36% 
POLICE 83,335.56 $      195,000.00 $    42.74% 
WATER 248,332.62 $    493,700.00 $    50.30% 
SEWER 56,304.85 $      110,000.00 $    51.19% 
PARK 19,649.58 $      45,000.00 $      43.67% 
STREET 114,491.70 $    143,000.00 $    80.06% 
CAPITOL IMP 47,198.85 $      87,000.00 $      54.25% 
TOTAL REV: 790,095.31 $    1,406,410.00 $ 
EXPENDITURES: 
GENERAL 178,792.73 $    309,200.00 $    57.82% 
POLICE 100,220.10 $    193,660.00 $    51.75% 
WATER 173,102.48 $    400,000.00 $    43.28% 
SEWER 71,839.48 $      110,000.00 $    65.31% 
PARK 15,218.03 $      45,000.00 $      33.82% 
STREET 49,291.12 $      138,000.00 $    35.72% 
CAPITOL IMP 30,998.11 $      119,500.00 $    25.94% 
TOTAL EXP: 619,462.05 $    1,315,360.00 $ 

Plaintiff,
vs.
CHRISTOPHER R. 

ROSS,
Defendant
Case No. 22BR-

CC00048

NOTICE OF SHERIFF’S 
SALE

By virtue and authority of 
a Writ of Execution issued 
from the office of the Clerk 
of the

Circuit Court of Barry 
County, Missouri at 
Cassville, Missouri: Take 
notice that on August 17, 
2026 at 1:00 pm the Sheriff 
of Barry County, Missouri, 
will sell al the East Door 
of the Barry County 
Courthouse in Cassville, 
Missouri, to the highest 
bidder for cash, all right, 
title, interest of the above-
named Christopher R. 
Ross and Jackie Ross and 
in and to the real property 
described as:

The West half of the 
Northwest Quarter A/VD 
the Northwest Quarter of 
the Southwest

Quarter of Section 
Twenty-two (22), Township 
Twenty-three (23), Range 
Twenty-nine (29), Barry 
County, Missouri. EXCEPT 
a tract of land described as 
follows: Beginning ai the 
Southeast corner of the 
Northwest Quarter of the 
Southwest Quarter, thence 
North

1448 feet, thence running 
West 900 feet, thence 
running South 1448 feet, 
thence East 900 feet to the 
point of beginning.

situate in the County of 
Barry, State of Missouri, to 
satisfy said execution and 
costs.

Dated: July 8, 2026
Published in the Cassville 

Democrat on: 
July 15, 22, 29, 
August 5 and 12, 2026.
DANNY BOYD,
Barry County Sheriff
1st insertion 07/15/26
27-31

—————

NOTICE OF SHERIFF’S 
SALE

By virtue of an execution 
issued by the Office of 
the Circuit Clerk of Stone 
County, Missouri, arising 
out of a judgment entered 
by the Circuit Court of Stone 
County, Missouri, in Case 
No. 25SN-CC00164, and 
to me, as sheriff, directed 
and delivered, in favor 
of the plaintiff Nationstar 
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We support Barry 
County athletes!

Head to www.cassville-democrat.com/category/sports for 
coverage of all our local teams, and more.

Have a story idea? Email it to ktroutman@cassville-democrat.com, or call 417-847-2610!

Trustee’s Sales

NOTICE OF SUCCESSOR 
TRUSTEE’S SALE

In re: John Bowman and 
Sandra Bowman, husband 
and wife

Default having been 
made in the payment of 
certain monthly installments 
on a Note described in and 
secured by Deed of Trust 
executed by John Bowman 
and Sandra Bowman, 
husband and wife, dated 
August 15, 1996, and 
recorded August 19, 1996, 
in Book 96, Page 5444, in 
the Office of the Recorder 
of Deeds for the County of 
Barry, State of Missouri; 
the undersigned Successor 
Trustee, at the request of 
the legal holder of said Note, 
who has elected to declare 
the entire indebtedness due 
and payable, will on July 24, 
2026, at 1:30 P.M., at the at 
the East front door of the 
Barry County Courthouse, 
in the city of Cassville, 700 
Main St, Cassville, MO 
65625 sell at public vendue 
to the highest bidder for 
cash, the following real 
estate described in said 
Deed of Trust and situated 
in the County of Barry, State 
of Missouri, to wit;

BEGINNING AT A POINT 
7.5 FEET SOUTH AND 
27.0 FEET WEST OF THE 
NORTHEAST CORNER 
OF THE SOUTHEAST 
QUARTER OF THE 
SOUTHEAST QUARTER 
OF THE SOUTHEAST 
QUARTER OF SECTION 
11, TOWNSHIP 25 
NORTH, RANGE 25 WEST, 
THENCE NORTH 250.0 
FEET, THENCE WEST 
200.0 FEET, THENCE 
SOUTH 250.0 FEET 
THENCE EAST 200.0 
FEET TO THE POINT 
OF BEGINNING, BARRY 
COUNTY MISSOURI.

Together with all 
improvements thereon 
known and numbered as 
Rt. 2, Box 240A, Crane, 
Missouri 65633 for the 
purpose of satisfying said 
indebtedness, the costs of 
executing this trust, and the 
present taxes, if any, due 
and paid by the holder.

singers corp,
Successor Trustee
By: /s/ Michael P. 

Gaughan
Michael P. Gaughan
12701 W. 87th Street 

Parkway, Suite 200
Lenexa, KS 66215
Email: saleinfo@

lewisricekc.com
SINGERS CORP, AS 

SUCCESSOR TRUSTEE, 
IS ATTEMPTING TO 
COLLECT A DEBT AND 
ANY

I N F O R M A T I O N 
OBTAINED WILL BE USED 
FOR THAT PURPOSE.

1st insertion 07/01/26
25-28

—————

NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S 
SALE

Default having been 
made in the payment of 
that certain note secured by 
Deed of Trust executed by 

Jonathan L. Reed 
And Amber R. Reed, 
Husband And Wife, 
dated 11/8/2021, 

recorded on 11/9/2021, as 
Instrument No. 202107685, 
in Book 21, Page 7569, 
Rerecorded on 2/14/2022 
as Book No. 22, Page 
958, Office of Recorder 
of Deeds, Barry County, 
Missouri. The Successor 
Trustee will on 8/31/2026, 
between the hours of 9:00 

o’clock A.M. and 5:00 P.M. 
more particularly at 1:15 
PM, at the East Door of 
the Court House, City of 
Cassville, Barry County, 
102 West Street, Suite 2, 
Cassville, Missouri 65625, 
sell at public venue to the 
highest bidder for cash, the 
following real estate:

ALL OF THE WEST 
SIXTY-TWO AND ONE-
HALF (62 1/2) FEET OF 
THE FOLLOWING

DESCRIBED TRACT 
OF LAND, TO-WIT: 
BEGINNING TWO 
HUNDRED SEVENTY 
(270) FEET

EAST OF THE 
NORTHWEST CORNER 
OF OUT LOT NUMBER 
THIRTY-EIGHT (38) IN 
THE

CITY OF CASSVILLE, 
MISSOURI, LOCATED 
IN THE NORTHEAST 
QUARTER OF THE

NORTHEAST QUARTER 
OF SECTION TWENTY-
NINE (29), TOWNSHIP 
TWENTY-THREE

(23), RANGE TWENTY-
SEVEN (27), BARRY 
COUNTY, MISSOURI, 
THENCE EAST ONE

HUNDRED TWENTY-
FIVE (125) FEET, THENCE 
IN A SOUTHERLY 
DIRECTION TO THE

SOUTH LINE OF OUT 
LOT NUMBER THIRTY-
EIGHT (38), THENCE IN A 
WESTERLY

DIRECTION ONE 
HUNDRED TWENTY-FIVE 
(125) FEET, THENCE THE 
SOUTH LINE OF

OUT LOT NUMBER 
THIRTY-EIGHT (38), 
THENCE IN A WESTERLY 
DIRECTION ONE

HUNDRED TWENTY-
FIVE (125) FEET], 
THENCE IN A NORTHERLY 
DIRECTION TO THE

PLACE OF BEGINNING, 
SAME BEING A STRIP OF 
LAND SIXTY-TWO AND 
ONE-HALF (62

1/2) FEET WIDE EAST 
AND WEST AND TWO 
HUNDRED (200) FEET, 
MORE OR LESS IN

LENGTH RUNNING 
NORTH AND SOUTH.

ALSO A STRIP OF LAND 
THREE (3) FEET WIDE 
OFF THE ENTIRE EAST 
SIDE OF THE

F O L L O W I N G 
DESCRIBED TRACT OF 
LAND; BEGINNING 200 
FEET EAST OF THE

NORTHWEST CORNER 
OF OUT LOT THIRTY-
EIGHT (38) IN THE CITY 
OF CASSVILLE,

BARRY COUNTY, 
MISSOURI, LOCATED 
IN THE NORTHEAST 
QUARTER OF THE

NORTHEAST QUARTER 
OF SECTION TWENTY-
NINE (29), TOWNSHIP 
TWENTY-THREE SOUTH 
LINE OF

OUT LOT THIRTY-
EIGHT (38), THENCE 
WEST 70 FEET, THENCE 
NORTH

TO PLACE OF 
BEGINNING AND BEING A 
STRIP OF LAND 70 FEET 
WIDE RUNNING EAST

AND WEST AND 200 
FEET LONG, MORE OR 
LESS, RUNNING NORTH 
AND SOUTH. LESS

ANY PART THEREOF, 
IF ANY, TAKEN OR USED 
FOR ROAD PURPOSES 
SUBJECT TO

ANY EASEMENTS, 
RIGHTS OF WAY OR 
RESTRICTIONS OF 
RECORD OR FACT. THE

I N F O R M A T I O N 
CONTAINED IN 
BRACKETS HAS BEEN 
ADDED TO MORE 
ACCURATELY

REFLECT THE LEGAL 
DESCRIPTION)

For the purpose of 
satisfying said indebtedness 
and the costs of executing 
this trust.

Vylla Solutions - Missouri, 
LLC

Successor Trustee
TS No.: 26-40447
Pub Commences: 

7/1/2026
By: NFPDS
Website: www.xome.com
Purported address: 304 

W 14TH ST, CASSVILLE, 
MO 65625

Please be advised that 
the trustee may require 
entity or trust bidders at this 
trustee’s sale to provide 
information, documentation 
and/or certification of 
the vesting instructions 
and the data required 
to be reported pursuant 
to FinCEN regulations 
effective for transfers of 
residential real property 
to covered transferees on 
or after March 1, 2026. 
The required information 
must be provided to the 
trustee before a trustee’s 

deed will be issued for 
covered transfers. The 
Buyer may be required to 
pay charges associated 
with the gathering and 
reporting of information 
to FinCEN. Additional in-
formation regarding these 
regulations and the required 
transferee information and 
certifications can be found 
at:

https://www.federal
r e g i s t e r . g o v /

documents/2024/
08/29/2024-19198/anti-

money-
laundering-regulations-

for-residential-
real-estate-transfers and 
https://www.fincen.gov/

rre-faqs#D_
1st insertion 07/01/26
25-33

—————

TRUSTEE’S SALE

IN RE: 
Donald Adamson Jr 
and Rhonda Adamson, 
husband and wife 

Trustee’s Sale:
For default in payment 

of debt and performance of 
obligation secured by Deed 
of Trust executed by 

Donald Adamson Jr and 
Rhonda Adamson, 

husband and wife dated 
April 25, 2019 and recorded 
in the Office of the Recorder 
of Deeds of Barry County, 
Missouri in Book 19, Page 
2143 the undersigned 
Successor Trustee, at the 
request of the legal holder 
of said Note will on Tuesday, 
August 4, 2026 between the 
hours of 9:00 a.m. and 5:00 
p.m., (at the specific time 
of 10:50 AM), at the East 
Door of the Court House, 
City of Cassville, Barry 
County, State of Missouri, 
sell at public vendue to the 
highest bidder for cash the 
following described real 
estate, described in said 
Deed of Trust, and situated 
in Barry County, State of 
Missouri, to wit:

LOT EIGHTEEN (18) 
AND 18 FEET OFF 
THE EAST SIDE OF 
LOT SEVENTEEN 
(17) IN BLOCK ONE 
(1), WOOLSEY’S 
ADDITION TO THE CITY 
OF MONETT, BARRY 
COUNTY, MISSOURI. 
SUBJECT TO ANY 
EASEMENTS, RIGHTS 
OF WAY, RESTRICTIONS, 
RESERVATIONS AND 
COVENANTS OF 
RECORD OR FACT.

to satisfy said debt and 
cost.

MILLSAP & SINGER, 
P.C.,

Successor Trustee
612 Spirit Drive
St. Louis, MO 63005
(636) 537-0110
File No: 

233957.080426.471889 FC
NOTICE
Pursuant to the Fair Debt 

Collection Practices Act, 
15 U.S.C. §1692c(b), no 
information concerning the 
collection of this debt may 
be given without the prior 
consent of the consumer 
given directly to the debt 
collector or the express 
permission of a court of 
competent jurisdiction. The 
debt collector is attempting 
to collect a debt and any 
information obtained will be 
used for that purpose.

PUBLISH ON: July 
8, 2026 07/15/2026, 
07/22/2026, 07/29/2026

1st insertion 07/08/26
26-29

—————

NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S 
SALE

A default has accrued on 
a certain note secured by 
a deed of trust executed 
by, MICHAEL J. ADAMS 
dated 3/10/2006 and 
recorded on 3/13/2006 in 
BOOK 06 PAGE 1843, in 
the Recorder’s office for 
Barry County, Missouri. The 
successor trustee will on 
August 10, 2026 between 
the hours of 9:00 am and 
5:00 pm, more particularly 
at 12:00 PM, at the East 
Front Door of the Barry 
County Courthouse, 700 
Main Street, Cassville, 
Missouri sell at public venue 
to the highest bidder for 
cash (certified funds only), 
the following real estate:

ALL THAT PART OF THE 
SOUTHEAST QUARTER 
OF THE SOUTHWEST 
QUARTER THAT LIES 
SOUTH AND WEST OF 
STATE HIGHWAY NO. 44 
IN SECTION 2, TOWNSHIP 
23, RANGE 29, BARRY 
COUNTY, MISSOURI.

for the purpose of 
satisfying said indebtedness 
and the costs of executing 

this trust.
CSM Foreclosure Trustee 

Corp.
Successor Trustee
(800) 652-4080
4x
07/15/2026, 
07/22/2026, 
07/29/2026, 
08/05/2026
CSM File 26-26-01091
NOTE: This office is a 

debt collector.
1st insertion 07/15/26
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NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S 
SALE

For default in the payment 
of debt secured by a deed 
of trust executed by 

Kelly M. McKee, 
dated December 6, 2019, 

and recorded on December 
6, 2019, in Book No. 19, 
at Page 6818 in the Office 
of the Recorder of Deeds, 
Barry County, Missouri, the 
undersigned Successor 
Trustee will on August 19, 
2026, at 3:15 PM, at the 
East Front Door of the 
Barry County Courthouse, 
Cassville, Missouri, sell at 
public vendue to the highest 
bidder for cash:

BEGINNING AT A POINT 
ON THE NORTH RIGHT OF 
WAY LINE OF A PUBLIC 
ROAD, SAID POINT 
BEING 779.4 FEET SOUTH 
AND 36 FEET WEST 
OF THE NORTHEAST 
CORNER OF THE 
NORTHWEST QUARTER 
OF THE NORTHWEST 
QUARTER OF SECTION 
8, TOWNSHIP 21, RANGE 
26, BARRY COUNTY, 
MISSOURI, THENCE 
NORTH 69 DEGREES 24 
MINUTES WEST 307.5 
FEET TO AN EXISTING 
CORNER FENCE POST, 
THENCE SOUTH 28 
DEGREES 30 MINUTES 
WEST 280.6 FEET TO 
THE NORTH RIGHT 
OF WAY LINE OF A 
PUBLIC ROAD, THENCE 
N O R T H E A S T E R L Y 
446.3 FEET ALONG 
THE NORTH RIGHT 
OF WAY LINE OF SAID 
PUBLIC ROAD TO THE 
POINT OF BEGINNING, 
BEING PART OF THE 
NORTHWEST QUARTER 
OF THE NORTHWEST 
QUARTER OF SECTION 
more correctly described as 
BEGINNING AT A POINT 
ON THE NORTH RIGHT 
OF WAY LINE OF A PUBLIC 
ROAD, SAID POINT BEING 
779.4 FEET SOUTH 
AND 36 FEET WEST 
OF THE NORTHEAST 
CORNER OF THE 
NORTHWEST QUARTER 
OF THE NORTHWEST 
QUARTER OF SECTION 
8, TOWNSHIP 21, RANGE 
26, BARRY COUNTY, 
MISSOURI, THENCE 
NORTH 69 DEGREES 24 
MINUTES WEST 307.5 
FEET TO AN EXISTING 
CORNER FENCE POST, 
THENCE SOUTH 28 
DEGREES 30 MINUTES 
WEST 280.6 FEET TO 
THE NORTH RIGHT 
OF WAY LINE OF A 
PUBLIC ROAD, THENCE 
N O R T H E A S T E R L Y 
446.3 FEET ALONG THE 
NORTH RIGHT OF WAY 
LINE OF SAID PUBLIC 
ROAD TO THE POINT OF 
BEGINNING, BEING PART 
OF THE NORTHWEST 
QUARTER OF THE 
NORTHWEST QUARTER 
OF SECTION 8 TOWNSHIP 
21, RANGE 26, BARRY 
COUNTY, MISSOURI, 
commonly known as 16898 
Farm Road 2260, Eagle 
Rock, MO, 65641

subject to all prior 
easements, restrictions, 
reservations, covenants 
and encumbrances now of 
record, if any, to satisfy the 
debt and costs.

SouthLaw, P.C. 
Successor Trustee

First Publication: 
July 22, 2026. 
For more information, 

visit www.southlaw.com
NOTICE
Pursuant to the Fair Debt 

Collection Practices Act, 
15 U.S.C. §1692c(b), no 
information concerning the 
collection of this debt may 
be given without the prior 
consent of the consumer 
given directly to the debt 
collector or the express 
permission of a court of 
competent jurisdiction. The 
debt collector is attempting 
to collect a debt and any 
information obtained will 
be used for that purpose 
(Casefile No. 257333-
1084254).

1st insertion 07/22/26
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Mortgage LLC and against 
the defendants Amber 
Atkisson, et al., I have 
levied upon and seized all 
of the right, title, interest, 
and estate of the defendant 
Amber Atkisson, in and 
to the following described 
real estate, situate in Stone 
County, Missouri, to wit:

All of Lots Six (6) and 
Seven (7), Walker Olde 
Towne Addition Phase I, 
according to the recorded 
Plat thereof, in Book 20, 
Page 38, Stone County 
Recorder’s Office, Stone 
County, Missouri, commonly 
known as 403 Kadee Dr., 
Crane, MO 65633

which I shall expose at 
public sale to the highest 
bidder for certified funds 
on the 17th day of August, 
2026, at 10:30 a.m. at the 
North Front Door of the 
Stone County Courthouse 
located in Galena, Missouri 
to satisfy said judgment and 
costs.

Date: June 26, 2026 
Doug Rader, Sheriff of 
Stone County, Missouri

1st insertion 07/22/26
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Probate

IN THE 39TH JUDICIAL 
CIRCUIT, BARRY 

COUNTY, MISSOURI
PROBATE 

In the Estate of 
STEPHEN A. PEIFFER, 
Deceased. 
Case Number: 26BR-

PR00076
To All Persons Interested 

in the Estate of 
STEPHEN A. PEIFFER, 
Decedent:

NOTICE OF LETTERS 
OF ADMINISTRATION 

GRANTED
(INDEPENDENT 

ADMINISTRATION – NON-
RESIDENT FIDUCIARY)

On MAY 26, 2026, the 
following individual was 
appointed the personal 
representative of the estate 
of STEPHEN A. PEIFFER, 
decedent, by the Probate 
Division of the Circuit Court 
of Barry County, Missouri. 
The personal representative 
may administer the estate 
independently without 
adjudication, order, or 
direction of the Probate 
Division of the Circuit 
Court, unless a petition for 
supervised administration 
is made to and granted by 
the court.

The personal 
representative’s name is:

LAURA K PEIFFER
The personal 

representative’s attorney’s 
name, business address 
and phone number is:

EDWARD E COX, 
105 W VAN BUREN, 
PO BOX 518, 
CENTERVILLE, IA 

52544, 
641-856-3251
The non-resident 

personal representative’s 
designated agent’s name, 
business address, and 
phone number is:

RUSSELL D. COX, 
1531 E MONROE 

STREET, 
SPRINGFIELD, MO 

65802, 
(417) 380-0916
All creditors of said 

decedent are notified to file 
claims in court within six 
months from the date of the 
first publication of this notice 
or if a copy of this notice 
was mailed to, or served 
upon, such creditor by the 
personal representative, 

then within two months from 
the date it was mailed or 
served, whichever is later, 
or be forever barred to the 
fullest extent permissible 
by law. Such six-month 
period and such two-
month period do not extend 
the limitation period that 
would bar claims one year 
after Decedent’s death, 
as provided in section 
473.444, RSMo, or any 
other applicable limitation 
periods. Nothing in section 
473.033, RSMo, shall 
be construed to bar any 
action against a decedent’s 
liability insurance carrier 
through a defendant ad 
litem pursuant to section 
537.021, RSMo.

Date of the decedent’s 
death: 15-FEB-2026

Date of first publication: 
JULY 1, 2026

Date of second 
publication: JULY 8, 2026

Date of third publication: 
JULY 15, 2026

Date of fourth publication: 
JULY 22, 2026

Craig Williams, 
Circuit Clerk 
by S. Parker, 
Probate Clerk
Receipt of this notice 

by mail should not be 
construed by the recipient 
to indicate that the recipient 
necessarily has a beneficial 
interest in the estate. The 
nature and extent of any 
person’s interest, if any, can 
be determined from the files 
and records of this estate in 
the Probate Division of the 
above referenced Circuit 
Court.

1st insertion 07/01/26
25-28

—————

IN THE 39TH JUDICIAL 
CIRCUIT, BARRY 

COUNTY, MISSOURI
JUDGE OR DIVISION:

PROBATE

In the Estate of ALBERT 
BRUMLEY JR, 

Deceased.
Case Number: 
26BR-PR00048

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
(SMALL ESTATE)

To All Persons Interested 
in the Estate of 

ALBERT BRUMLEY JR, 
Decedent.
On April 10, 2026 a small 

estate affidavit was filed 
by the distributees for the 
decedent under  Section 
473.097, RSMo, with the 
Probate Division of the 
Circuit Court of BARRY 
COUNTY Missouri.

All creditors of Decedent, 
who died on 24-OCT-2024, 
are notified that Section 
473.444, RSMo,  sets a 
limitation period that would 
bar claims one year after 
the death of Decedent. A 
creditor may request that 
this estate be opened for 
administration.

Receipt of this notice 
should not be construed by 
the recipient to indicate that 
the recipient may possibly 
have a beneficial interest 
in the estate. The nature 
and extent of any person’s 
interest, if any, may possibly 
be determined from the 
affidavit on this estate filed 
in the Probate Division of 
the Circuit Court of BARRY 
COUNTY Missouri.

Date of first publication is 
July 22, 2026.

Date of second 
publication is July 29, 2026.

Craig Williams, 
Circuit Clerk 
by S. Parker, 
Probate Clerk 
1st insertion 07/22/26
28-29

IT PAYS TO ADVERTISE! 
Call our sales team today. 
417-847-2610
Cassville Democrat | Cassville-Democrat.com
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REPUBLICAN PARTY

FOR STATE AUDITOR

Vote For ONE
SCOTT FITZPATRICK

GERALD (JERRY)
WISTRAND JR.

FOR UNITED STATES
REPRESENTATIVE
DISTRICT 7

Vote For ONE
JOHN CASEY

GRAYSON HUNT

ERIC W. BURLISON

FOR STATE REPRESENTATIVE
DISTRICT 158

Vote For ONE
SCOTT CUPPS

FOR ASSOCIATE CIRCUIT JUDGE
DIVISION I

Vote For ONE
JOHNNIE E. COX

FOR ASSOCIATE CIRCUIT JUDGE
DIVISION II

Vote For ONE
ROBERT "BOB" FOULKE

FOR PRESIDING COMMISSIONER

Vote For ONE
CHAD JOHNSON

STEVE BLANKENSHIP

FOR COUNTY CLERK

Vote For ONE
KIMI DEAL

FOR CIRCUIT CLERK

Vote For ONE
CRAIG WILLIAMS

FOR RECORDER OF DEEDS

Vote For ONE
DANIELLE STILL

FOR TREASURER

Vote For ONE
GRETTA TRIPP

FOR PROSECUTING ATTORNEY

Vote For ONE
AMY BOXX

ANDREW COLE

FOR COLLECTOR OF REVENUE

Vote For ONE
SKYLER BOWMAN

DEMOCRATIC PARTY

FOR STATE AUDITOR

Vote For ONE
QUENTIN WILSON

GREGORY UPCHURCH

FOR UNITED STATES
REPRESENTATIVE
DISTRICT 7

Vote For ONE
MISSI HESKETH

FOR STATE REPRESENTATIVE
DISTRICT 158

Vote For ONE
CHRIS FOSTER

LIBERTARIAN PARTY

FOR STATE AUDITOR

Vote For ONE
DUSTIN COFFELL

FOR UNITED STATES
REPRESENTATIVE
DISTRICT 7

Vote For ONE
KEVIN CRAIG

SAMPLE BALLOT  
PRIMARY ELECTION  

TUESDAY, AUGUST 4, 2026 
BARRY COUNTY, MISSOURI

NOTICE OF ELECTION
Notice is hereby given that the Primary Election will be held in the County of Barry on Tuesday, August 4, 2026 as 
certified to this office by the participating entities of Barry County.  The ballot for the Election shall be in substantially the 
following form.

NON-PARTISAN

CONSTITUTIONAL
AMENDMENT NO. 1

YES

NO

Proposed by Article IV, Section 47(c)
(Second Regular Session) SJR No. 1

Shall Missouri continue for 10 years the
one-tenth of one percent sales/use tax
that is used for soil and water
conservation and for state parks and
historic sites, and resubmit this tax to
the voters for approval in 10 years?

The measure allows continued
collection of the existing sales and use
tax, which generates revenue of
approximately $140 million annually.

CONSTITUTIONAL
AMENDMENT NO. 2

YES

NO

Proposed by 103rd General Assembly,
(First Regular Session) HCS HJR
Nos. 23 & 3

Shall the Missouri Constitution be
amended to:
• require all charter counties, including
Jackson County, to provide for the
election of a county assessor; and
• require assessors in all charter
counties to comply with any training
requirements established by general
law?

State and local governmental entities
estimate no costs or savings.

CONSTITUTIONAL
AMENDMENT NO. 4

YES

NO

Proposed by 103rd General Assembly
(Second Extraordinary Session) HCS
HJR No. 3

Shall the Missouri Constitution be
amended to:
• Modify current requirements that a
statewide majority of voters may
approve initiative petitions to amend the
constitution;
• Require a majority of voters in each
congressional district to approve
initiative petitions to amend the
constitution; and
• Make available to each voter the full
text of initiative petitions with their
ballot?

The Department of Corrections
estimates increased annual costs of up
to $21,817. The Office of State Public
Defender estimates an unknown fiscal
impact. Other state governmental
entities estimate no costs or savings.
Local governmental entities estimate no
costs or savings.

CONSTITUTIONAL
AMENDMENT NO. 5

YES

NO

Proposed by 103rd General Assembly,
(Second Regular Session) SS SCS
HCS HJR Nos. 173 & 174

Shall the Missouri Constitution be
amended to:
• Require legislative phase-out of the
individual state income tax based on
revenue growth, and authorize the
expansion of sales and use taxes;
• Curtail constitutional limits on taxing
goods and services; and
• Require local tax rate cuts without
reducing school funding if local sales tax
revenue increases?

The proposal has no direct impact on
state or local tax revenue. If passed,
implementing legislation will have an
unknown impact to state and local tax
revenue. If implemented, state
government entities expect a reduction
of $57,000 annually in income tax
check-off donations and implementation
costs of at least $100,000.

CENTRAL CROSSING FIRE
PROTECTION DISTRICT

SPECIAL BOND ELECTION
PROPOSITION FIRE

YES

NO

Shall the Board of Directors of the
Central Crossing Fire Protection District,
Missouri, issue general obligation bonds
in the amount of Four Million Five
Hundred Thousand Dollars ($4,500,000)
for the purpose of acquiring real
property; constructing, renovating,
furnishing and equipping fire stations
and other facilities; purchasing and
equipping new and replacement fire
fighting vehicles, apparatus, and
auxiliary equipment to meet current
safety standards; retiring existing lease
financings; and to the extent funds are
available, completing other repairs and
improvements to the existing facilities of
the District?

SELIGMAN FIRE PROTECTION
DISTRICT

QUESTION

YES

NO

Shall the Seligman Fire Protection
District impose a sales tax of 1 % for the
purpose of providing fire protection
services, including equipment, training,
and operational expenses?

CITY OF BUTTERFIELD

BOND ELECTION
QUESTION

YES

NO

Shall Butterfield, Missouri, issue its
sewerage system revenue bonds in the
amount of $5,000,000 for the purpose of
extending and improving the City's
sewerage system, including acquiring
land and rights of way, the cost of
operation and maintenance of said
sewerage system and the principal of
and interest on said revenue bonds to
be payable solely from the revenues
derived by the City from the operation of
its sewerage system, including all future
improvements and extensions thereto?

CONSTITUTIONAL
AMENDMENT NO. 2

YES

NO

Proposed by 103rd General Assembly,
(First Regular Session) HCS HJR
Nos. 23 & 3

Shall the Missouri Constitution be
amended to:
• require all charter counties, including
Jackson County, to provide for the
election of a county assessor; and
• require assessors in all charter
counties to comply with any training
requirements established by general
law?

State and local governmental entities
estimate no costs or savings.

CONSTITUTIONAL
AMENDMENT NO. 4

YES

NO

Proposed by 103rd General Assembly
(Second Extraordinary Session) HCS
HJR No. 3

Shall the Missouri Constitution be
amended to:
• Modify current requirements that a
statewide majority of voters may
approve initiative petitions to amend the
constitution;
• Require a majority of voters in each
congressional district to approve
initiative petitions to amend the
constitution; and
• Make available to each voter the full
text of initiative petitions with their
ballot?

The Department of Corrections
estimates increased annual costs of up
to $21,817. The Office of State Public
Defender estimates an unknown fiscal
impact. Other state governmental
entities estimate no costs or savings.
Local governmental entities estimate no
costs or savings.

CONSTITUTIONAL
AMENDMENT NO. 5

YES

NO

Proposed by 103rd General Assembly,
(Second Regular Session) SS SCS
HCS HJR Nos. 173 & 174

Shall the Missouri Constitution be
amended to:
• Require legislative phase-out of the
individual state income tax based on
revenue growth, and authorize the
expansion of sales and use taxes;
• Curtail constitutional limits on taxing
goods and services; and
• Require local tax rate cuts without
reducing school funding if local sales tax
revenue increases?

The proposal has no direct impact on
state or local tax revenue. If passed,
implementing legislation will have an
unknown impact to state and local tax
revenue. If implemented, state
government entities expect a reduction
of $57,000 annually in income tax
check-off donations and implementation
costs of at least $100,000.

CENTRAL CROSSING FIRE
PROTECTION DISTRICT

SPECIAL BOND ELECTION
PROPOSITION FIRE

YES

NO

Shall the Board of Directors of the
Central Crossing Fire Protection District,
Missouri, issue general obligation bonds
in the amount of Four Million Five
Hundred Thousand Dollars ($4,500,000)
for the purpose of acquiring real
property; constructing, renovating,
furnishing and equipping fire stations
and other facilities; purchasing and
equipping new and replacement fire
fighting vehicles, apparatus, and
auxiliary equipment to meet current
safety standards; retiring existing lease
financings; and to the extent funds are
available, completing other repairs and
improvements to the existing facilities of
the District?

SELIGMAN FIRE PROTECTION
DISTRICT

QUESTION

YES

NO

Shall the Seligman Fire Protection
District impose a sales tax of 1 % for the
purpose of providing fire protection
services, including equipment, training,
and operational expenses?

CITY OF BUTTERFIELD

BOND ELECTION
QUESTION

YES

NO

Shall Butterfield, Missouri, issue its
sewerage system revenue bonds in the
amount of $5,000,000 for the purpose of
extending and improving the City's
sewerage system, including acquiring
land and rights of way, the cost of
operation and maintenance of said
sewerage system and the principal of
and interest on said revenue bonds to
be payable solely from the revenues
derived by the City from the operation of
its sewerage system, including all future
improvements and extensions thereto?

CONSTITUTIONAL
AMENDMENT NO. 2

YES

NO

Proposed by 103rd General Assembly,
(First Regular Session) HCS HJR
Nos. 23 & 3

Shall the Missouri Constitution be
amended to:
• require all charter counties, including
Jackson County, to provide for the
election of a county assessor; and
• require assessors in all charter
counties to comply with any training
requirements established by general
law?

State and local governmental entities
estimate no costs or savings.

CONSTITUTIONAL
AMENDMENT NO. 4

YES

NO

Proposed by 103rd General Assembly
(Second Extraordinary Session) HCS
HJR No. 3

Shall the Missouri Constitution be
amended to:
• Modify current requirements that a
statewide majority of voters may
approve initiative petitions to amend the
constitution;
• Require a majority of voters in each
congressional district to approve
initiative petitions to amend the
constitution; and
• Make available to each voter the full
text of initiative petitions with their
ballot?

The Department of Corrections
estimates increased annual costs of up
to $21,817. The Office of State Public
Defender estimates an unknown fiscal
impact. Other state governmental
entities estimate no costs or savings.
Local governmental entities estimate no
costs or savings.

CONSTITUTIONAL
AMENDMENT NO. 5

YES

NO

Proposed by 103rd General Assembly,
(Second Regular Session) SS SCS
HCS HJR Nos. 173 & 174

Shall the Missouri Constitution be
amended to:
• Require legislative phase-out of the
individual state income tax based on
revenue growth, and authorize the
expansion of sales and use taxes;
• Curtail constitutional limits on taxing
goods and services; and
• Require local tax rate cuts without
reducing school funding if local sales tax
revenue increases?

The proposal has no direct impact on
state or local tax revenue. If passed,
implementing legislation will have an
unknown impact to state and local tax
revenue. If implemented, state
government entities expect a reduction
of $57,000 annually in income tax
check-off donations and implementation
costs of at least $100,000.

CENTRAL CROSSING FIRE
PROTECTION DISTRICT

SPECIAL BOND ELECTION
PROPOSITION FIRE

YES

NO

Shall the Board of Directors of the
Central Crossing Fire Protection District,
Missouri, issue general obligation bonds
in the amount of Four Million Five
Hundred Thousand Dollars ($4,500,000)
for the purpose of acquiring real
property; constructing, renovating,
furnishing and equipping fire stations
and other facilities; purchasing and
equipping new and replacement fire
fighting vehicles, apparatus, and
auxiliary equipment to meet current
safety standards; retiring existing lease
financings; and to the extent funds are
available, completing other repairs and
improvements to the existing facilities of
the District?

SELIGMAN FIRE PROTECTION
DISTRICT

QUESTION

YES

NO

Shall the Seligman Fire Protection
District impose a sales tax of 1 % for the
purpose of providing fire protection
services, including equipment, training,
and operational expenses?

CITY OF BUTTERFIELD

BOND ELECTION
QUESTION

YES

NO

Shall Butterfield, Missouri, issue its
sewerage system revenue bonds in the
amount of $5,000,000 for the purpose of
extending and improving the City's
sewerage system, including acquiring
land and rights of way, the cost of
operation and maintenance of said
sewerage system and the principal of
and interest on said revenue bonds to
be payable solely from the revenues
derived by the City from the operation of
its sewerage system, including all future
improvements and extensions thereto?

CONSTITUTIONAL
AMENDMENT NO. 2

YES

NO

Proposed by 103rd General Assembly,
(First Regular Session) HCS HJR
Nos. 23 & 3

Shall the Missouri Constitution be
amended to:
• require all charter counties, including
Jackson County, to provide for the
election of a county assessor; and
• require assessors in all charter
counties to comply with any training
requirements established by general
law?

State and local governmental entities
estimate no costs or savings.

CONSTITUTIONAL
AMENDMENT NO. 4

YES

NO

Proposed by 103rd General Assembly
(Second Extraordinary Session) HCS
HJR No. 3

Shall the Missouri Constitution be
amended to:
• Modify current requirements that a
statewide majority of voters may
approve initiative petitions to amend the
constitution;
• Require a majority of voters in each
congressional district to approve
initiative petitions to amend the
constitution; and
• Make available to each voter the full
text of initiative petitions with their
ballot?

The Department of Corrections
estimates increased annual costs of up
to $21,817. The Office of State Public
Defender estimates an unknown fiscal
impact. Other state governmental
entities estimate no costs or savings.
Local governmental entities estimate no
costs or savings.

CONSTITUTIONAL
AMENDMENT NO. 5

YES

NO

Proposed by 103rd General Assembly,
(Second Regular Session) SS SCS
HCS HJR Nos. 173 & 174

Shall the Missouri Constitution be
amended to:
• Require legislative phase-out of the
individual state income tax based on
revenue growth, and authorize the
expansion of sales and use taxes;
• Curtail constitutional limits on taxing
goods and services; and
• Require local tax rate cuts without
reducing school funding if local sales tax
revenue increases?

The proposal has no direct impact on
state or local tax revenue. If passed,
implementing legislation will have an
unknown impact to state and local tax
revenue. If implemented, state
government entities expect a reduction
of $57,000 annually in income tax
check-off donations and implementation
costs of at least $100,000.

CENTRAL CROSSING FIRE
PROTECTION DISTRICT

SPECIAL BOND ELECTION
PROPOSITION FIRE

YES

NO

Shall the Board of Directors of the
Central Crossing Fire Protection District,
Missouri, issue general obligation bonds
in the amount of Four Million Five
Hundred Thousand Dollars ($4,500,000)
for the purpose of acquiring real
property; constructing, renovating,
furnishing and equipping fire stations
and other facilities; purchasing and
equipping new and replacement fire
fighting vehicles, apparatus, and
auxiliary equipment to meet current
safety standards; retiring existing lease
financings; and to the extent funds are
available, completing other repairs and
improvements to the existing facilities of
the District?

SELIGMAN FIRE PROTECTION
DISTRICT

QUESTION

YES

NO

Shall the Seligman Fire Protection
District impose a sales tax of 1 % for the
purpose of providing fire protection
services, including equipment, training,
and operational expenses?

CITY OF BUTTERFIELD

BOND ELECTION
QUESTION

YES

NO

Shall Butterfield, Missouri, issue its
sewerage system revenue bonds in the
amount of $5,000,000 for the purpose of
extending and improving the City's
sewerage system, including acquiring
land and rights of way, the cost of
operation and maintenance of said
sewerage system and the principal of
and interest on said revenue bonds to
be payable solely from the revenues
derived by the City from the operation of
its sewerage system, including all future
improvements and extensions thereto?

Visit us online at: cassville-democrat.com

Polls open at 6 a.m. 
on Aug. 4 and close 

at 7 p.m.



Page 6B • Wednesday, July 22, 2026 Cassville Democrat

CONSTITUTIONAL
AMENDMENT NO. 2

YES

NO

Proposed by 103rd General Assembly,
(First Regular Session) HCS HJR
Nos. 23 & 3

Shall the Missouri Constitution be
amended to:
• require all charter counties, including
Jackson County, to provide for the
election of a county assessor; and
• require assessors in all charter
counties to comply with any training
requirements established by general
law?

State and local governmental entities
estimate no costs or savings.

CONSTITUTIONAL
AMENDMENT NO. 4

YES

NO

Proposed by 103rd General Assembly
(Second Extraordinary Session) HCS
HJR No. 3

Shall the Missouri Constitution be
amended to:
• Modify current requirements that a
statewide majority of voters may
approve initiative petitions to amend the
constitution;
• Require a majority of voters in each
congressional district to approve
initiative petitions to amend the
constitution; and
• Make available to each voter the full
text of initiative petitions with their
ballot?

The Department of Corrections
estimates increased annual costs of up
to $21,817. The Office of State Public
Defender estimates an unknown fiscal
impact. Other state governmental
entities estimate no costs or savings.
Local governmental entities estimate no
costs or savings.

CONSTITUTIONAL
AMENDMENT NO. 5

YES

NO

Proposed by 103rd General Assembly,
(Second Regular Session) SS SCS
HCS HJR Nos. 173 & 174

Shall the Missouri Constitution be
amended to:
• Require legislative phase-out of the
individual state income tax based on
revenue growth, and authorize the
expansion of sales and use taxes;
• Curtail constitutional limits on taxing
goods and services; and
• Require local tax rate cuts without
reducing school funding if local sales tax
revenue increases?

The proposal has no direct impact on
state or local tax revenue. If passed,
implementing legislation will have an
unknown impact to state and local tax
revenue. If implemented, state
government entities expect a reduction
of $57,000 annually in income tax
check-off donations and implementation
costs of at least $100,000.

CENTRAL CROSSING FIRE
PROTECTION DISTRICT

SPECIAL BOND ELECTION
PROPOSITION FIRE

YES

NO

Shall the Board of Directors of the
Central Crossing Fire Protection District,
Missouri, issue general obligation bonds
in the amount of Four Million Five
Hundred Thousand Dollars ($4,500,000)
for the purpose of acquiring real
property; constructing, renovating,
furnishing and equipping fire stations
and other facilities; purchasing and
equipping new and replacement fire
fighting vehicles, apparatus, and
auxiliary equipment to meet current
safety standards; retiring existing lease
financings; and to the extent funds are
available, completing other repairs and
improvements to the existing facilities of
the District?

SELIGMAN FIRE PROTECTION
DISTRICT

QUESTION

YES

NO

Shall the Seligman Fire Protection
District impose a sales tax of 1 % for the
purpose of providing fire protection
services, including equipment, training,
and operational expenses?

CITY OF BUTTERFIELD

BOND ELECTION
QUESTION

YES

NO

Shall Butterfield, Missouri, issue its
sewerage system revenue bonds in the
amount of $5,000,000 for the purpose of
extending and improving the City's
sewerage system, including acquiring
land and rights of way, the cost of
operation and maintenance of said
sewerage system and the principal of
and interest on said revenue bonds to
be payable solely from the revenues
derived by the City from the operation of
its sewerage system, including all future
improvements and extensions thereto?

CONSTITUTIONAL
AMENDMENT NO. 2

YES

NO

Proposed by 103rd General Assembly,
(First Regular Session) HCS HJR
Nos. 23 & 3

Shall the Missouri Constitution be
amended to:
• require all charter counties, including
Jackson County, to provide for the
election of a county assessor; and
• require assessors in all charter
counties to comply with any training
requirements established by general
law?

State and local governmental entities
estimate no costs or savings.

CONSTITUTIONAL
AMENDMENT NO. 4

YES

NO

Proposed by 103rd General Assembly
(Second Extraordinary Session) HCS
HJR No. 3

Shall the Missouri Constitution be
amended to:
• Modify current requirements that a
statewide majority of voters may
approve initiative petitions to amend the
constitution;
• Require a majority of voters in each
congressional district to approve
initiative petitions to amend the
constitution; and
• Make available to each voter the full
text of initiative petitions with their
ballot?

The Department of Corrections
estimates increased annual costs of up
to $21,817. The Office of State Public
Defender estimates an unknown fiscal
impact. Other state governmental
entities estimate no costs or savings.
Local governmental entities estimate no
costs or savings.

CONSTITUTIONAL
AMENDMENT NO. 5

YES

NO

Proposed by 103rd General Assembly,
(Second Regular Session) SS SCS
HCS HJR Nos. 173 & 174

Shall the Missouri Constitution be
amended to:
• Require legislative phase-out of the
individual state income tax based on
revenue growth, and authorize the
expansion of sales and use taxes;
• Curtail constitutional limits on taxing
goods and services; and
• Require local tax rate cuts without
reducing school funding if local sales tax
revenue increases?

The proposal has no direct impact on
state or local tax revenue. If passed,
implementing legislation will have an
unknown impact to state and local tax
revenue. If implemented, state
government entities expect a reduction
of $57,000 annually in income tax
check-off donations and implementation
costs of at least $100,000.

CENTRAL CROSSING FIRE
PROTECTION DISTRICT

SPECIAL BOND ELECTION
PROPOSITION FIRE

YES

NO

Shall the Board of Directors of the
Central Crossing Fire Protection District,
Missouri, issue general obligation bonds
in the amount of Four Million Five
Hundred Thousand Dollars ($4,500,000)
for the purpose of acquiring real
property; constructing, renovating,
furnishing and equipping fire stations
and other facilities; purchasing and
equipping new and replacement fire
fighting vehicles, apparatus, and
auxiliary equipment to meet current
safety standards; retiring existing lease
financings; and to the extent funds are
available, completing other repairs and
improvements to the existing facilities of
the District?

SELIGMAN FIRE PROTECTION
DISTRICT

QUESTION

YES

NO

Shall the Seligman Fire Protection
District impose a sales tax of 1 % for the
purpose of providing fire protection
services, including equipment, training,
and operational expenses?

CITY OF BUTTERFIELD

BOND ELECTION
QUESTION

YES

NO

Shall Butterfield, Missouri, issue its
sewerage system revenue bonds in the
amount of $5,000,000 for the purpose of
extending and improving the City's
sewerage system, including acquiring
land and rights of way, the cost of
operation and maintenance of said
sewerage system and the principal of
and interest on said revenue bonds to
be payable solely from the revenues
derived by the City from the operation of
its sewerage system, including all future
improvements and extensions thereto?

Butterfield/McDonald..................................Butterfield Fire Station
Cassville City/Rural/Mineral................................Family Life Center
Exeter...................................................Exeter Community Building
Golden.................................Golden Baptist Church Activity Center
Jenkins.......................................................Jenkins Fire Department
Kings Prairie/Pleasant Ridge............Pleasant Ridge Baptist Church 
Monett-City/Rural/Capps Creek................Monett City Park Casino
Ozark/Crane Creek........................Madry Christian Union Building
Purdy/McDowell......................................................Purdy City Hall 
Roaring River................................Eagle Rock Community Building
Seligman............................................Seligman Community Center
Shell Knob.....................................Shell Knob Community Building
Washburn/Ash............................Washburn 1st Baptist Act. Center
Wheaton.........................................Wheaton Community Building

The polling places for said election will open 
at 6:00 a.m. and close at 7:00 p.m., during 
which time any person properly registered 
to vote in Barry County will be given the 

opportunity to cast his/her ballot.

POLLING LOCATIONS

Two week in-person, no 
excuse absentee voting 
for the Aug. 4 Primary 
Election runs through 

Aug. 3 at the Clerk’s Office.

Voters must present photo 
identification to vote. 

Acceptable IDs include: 
Missouri Driver License, 

Missouri Non-Driver License, 
Military ID or Passport. For 
more information, call the 

Barry County Clerk’s Office 
at 417-847-2561 or email 
jennis@barrycountyclerk.

com or ajohnson@
barrycountyclerk.com.

Call 847-2610 to subscribe to the Cassville Democrat! 
One year is just $52 ($47 for seniors/military).

Legals
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Barry County Tax Sale

NOTICE OF TAX CERTIFICATE SALE
I, Skyler Bowman, Collector of the Revenue in and for Barry County, Missouri, hereby give 
notice as provided by law that I shall offer for sale, the hereafter described lots and lands or so 
much, thereof, as may be necessary to discharge the taxes, penalty, interest and costs due thereon 
at the time of sale, to the State of Missouri for delinquent taxes on real estate, in or adjacent to 
the courthouse in Cassville, Barry County, Missouri, on the fourth Monday of August, Being the 
24th day of August, 2026, commencing at 10:00 a.m. of said day and continuing from day to day 
thereafter until all is offered, said lots and lands situated in Barry County, Missouri, and described 
in forty acre tracts or other legal subdivisions and the additions, etc., and the aggregate amount of 
taxes, penalty, interest and costs.  Each year separately state as follows:
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2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24.

25.

26.

27.

28.

29.

30.

31.

32.

33.

34.

35.

36.

37.

38.

39.

40.

41.

42.

43.

44.

45.

46.

47.

48.

49.

50.

PAID

PAID

PAID

PAID
PAID
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52.

53.

54.

55.

51.

Barry County Tax Sale

I, Skyler Bowman, Collector of the Revenue in and for Barry County, Missouri, do hereby certify that the 
foregoing is, to the best of my knowledge and belief, a correct list of lands and lots that will be offered for sale 
as set forth. 

THIS 8TH DAY OF JULY 2024
SKYLER BOWMAN

COLLECTOR OF REVENUE
BARRY COUNTY, MISSOURI

56.

57.

58.

PAID
PAID

Jadon Castleberry

Kailyn Speer Andon Goutney

Anna VanDerhoef

WILDCATWILDCAT  
PLAYERS PLAYERS 

OF THE WEEKOF THE WEEK

Your Locally Owned Independent Bank
Cassville • Exeter • Wheaton

talon media group
RADIO THAT COVERS AGRICULTURE
AND YOUR HOME TOWN AS WELL AS
PROVIDING YOU WITH LOCAL AREA

AND BRANSON DISCOUNTS

TUNE IN TO OUR STATIONS &
CHECK US OUT ON OUR WEBSITE

800-928-5253 235-6041 678-0416

www.radiotalon.com
KRMO AM 990 · KKBL 95.9 FM · KSWM AM 940 · KQMO 97.7 FM

HeritageTractor.com Anderson (417) 759-5700

*Offer valid on until 8/4/2026 on qualifying new equipment purchases. Photos are representative and may 
include features not included in the price. Subject to approved installment credit with John Deere Financial. 
Monthly payments above are calculated with a 0% down payment. Advertised monthly payment is based 
on 84 months at 0% APR and does not factor in additional down payments or trade-ins. Some advertised 
dollars off are stackable with financing on select units. Any cash discounts are not stackable with financed 
purchases. Prices and savings in U.S. dollars. Taxes, freight, setup and delivery charges could increase 
monthly payment. Model availability may vary by dealership location.**Ends August 4, 2026. Excludes 
Triple-Mount Mowers & Triple-Mount Mower-Conditioners. Requires approved credit through John Deere 
Financial. Exclusions apply, see dealer for details.

ON ROUND BALERS, MOWER CONDITIONERS, 
SMALL SQUARE BALERS AND DISC MOWERS

SAVE
NOW

0.9% FOR 36 MONTHS

www.kenscollisioncenter.com

K
THEAREA’S FINEST COLLISION

REPAIR FACILITY

Ken’s Collision
Center

AND
GLASS

 If you have a dent or a crack, call Ken.  

 He's Got Your Back!
712 W. 10th St. • Cassville, MO 65625 • 417-847-1200

Nationally 
Recognized   

Care for Kids in 
Southwest MO

Discover all the ways we’re providing  
expert care just for kids at
BJC.org/StLChildrensCoxHealth

Advanced pediatric care for 
kids is now closer to home
In 2026, our littlest patients gain access to big care. It’s a new chapter in health care for the 
region, and it’s only the beginning.

St. Louis Children’s at CoxHealth brings the trusted expertise of St. Louis Children’s Hospital, 
CoxHealth, and WashU Medicine physicians together on the campus of CoxHealth Medical 
Center South. That means families benefit from world‑class, research‑driven care delivered  
with compassion, right in their community.

PHOTO ALERT!
Scan the QR code 
to see our photo 
galleries! Photos 

are available 
for purchase for 

$5 per digital 
download and 

prints starting at $2 
each.

Visit us online at:
cassville-democrat.com
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Kids' Columns

HELP THE BOY FIND HIS WAY TO HIS DOG.

DRAW THE MIRROR IMAGE OF THE PICTURE YOU SEE

Which two
are exactly alike?

ANSWER: 4 AND 8

COMPLETE EACH GRID WITH NUMBERS  
FROM 1 TO 6, KEEPING IN MIND THAT:
- a number can only appear once per row 
- a number can only appear once per column
- a number can only appear once in each 
 box of 6 squares

DRAW THE MIRROR IMAGE OF THE PICTURE YOU SEE

Which two
are exactly alike?

ANSWER: 4 AND 8

COMPLETE EACH GRID WITH NUMBERS  
FROM 1 TO 6, KEEPING IN MIND THAT:
- a number can only appear once per row 
- a number can only appear once per column
- a number can only appear once in each 
 box of 6 squares

Why is a 2020 calendar more popular than a2019 calendar?
Q:

A: It has more dates.

Why did the computer 

go to the doctor?Q:

A: Because it had a virus.

Material for your 
weekly game page

What is brown and 
has a head and a tail 
but no legs?Q:

A: A penny.

Which two
are exactly alike?

START

FINISH

COMPLETE EACH GRID 
WITH THESE SIX SYMBOLS. 
Symbols can only appear once in each line, once in 
each column and once in each box of six squares. 
Each box of six squares is marked by darker lines. 
Some symbols are already included in each box  
to help you get started. Don’t forget: a symbol 
can’t be repeated in the same line, column or box.

ANSWER

Help the cat
find the mouse.

ANSWER: 6 AND 8

DRAW THE MIRROR IMAGE OF THE PICTURE YOU SEE

Which two
are exactly alike?

ANSWER: 4 AND 8

COMPLETE EACH GRID WITH NUMBERS  
FROM 1 TO 6, KEEPING IN MIND THAT:
- a number can only appear once per row 
- a number can only appear once per column
- a number can only appear once in each 
 box of 6 squares

We are your locally owned funeral home and crematory, 
striving to treat everyone like family.

WE HAVE THE ONLY PET CREMATORY IN THE AREA.

196 Sale Barn Road 196 Sale Barn Road 
Cassville, Missouri • 417-847-8400Cassville, Missouri • 417-847-8400

Shell Knob residents call 417-858-8400Shell Knob residents call 417-858-8400
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Investment
opportunity
Investment
opportunity

businessbusiness
p r o j e c tp r o j e c t
business
p r o j e c t

Accredited,
Qualified, 

Institutional
Investors ... 

Clearvisionnew 
llc2@gmail.com

404.984.6681

contact clear vision

email

Call

Clear Vision New LLC is a modern 
leader in the entertainment industry, 
specializing in the funding, creation, 
marketing, distribution, and sale of 
entertainment content.

Beyond entertainment, we provide 
funding, investment, and acquisition 
services for companies across several 
key sectors, including professional 
sports, media, technology, healthcare, 
energy, agriculture, fund of funds, and 
real estate.

We actively enter into joint venture 
partnerships with accredited, 
qualified, and institutional investors 
to provide global financial backing 
and support across these industries.

*SAFE NOTE available to Accredited Investors.

$250,000 
minimum investment amount

UP TO 100% 
returns on investment roi

3 TO 9 MONTHS 
i n v e s t m e n t  t i m e  h o r i zo n
Clear Vision New llc, is a multifaceted organization dedicated to 
funding, creating, marketing, and distributing premier entertainment 
content. Beyond our core of entertainment operations, we actively 
invest in and acquire businesses across several key sectors. These 
sectors include media, professional sports, technology, healthcare, 
energy, agriculture, and real estate.

1) Nothing on this paid advertisement should be construed as an offer,invitation, or general solicitation to buy or sell any investment or securities, provide investment advisory services, offer personal recommendations, or engage in any transaction. Therefore, it should not be relied upon in connection with any investment decision. 
Information on this paid advertisement does not constitute financial, accounting, tax, legal, investment,consulting, or other professional advice or services. 2) Paid advertisement. Not an offer to sell or solicit securities. All investments involve risk, including loss of principal. The publisher does not endorse or guarantee this opportunity. 

FULL-SERVICE  CATERING, 
LUXURY PLANNING AND 
CONSULTING FOR:
weddings, corporate events, 
social gatherings, private parties, 
gala and black-tie formals, 
large sports and entertainment 
functions like NCAA college 
football, NBA, NFL, PGA tour, 
MLB, plus concerts, tours, 
college campus activites, music 
and film festivals, conventions, 
conferences, award shows and 
movie productions.

DIAMOND LEVEL CLIENTS
       $100,000,000 and up
       $50,000,000
       $20,000,000
       $10,000,000

PLATINUM LEVEL CLIENTS                      
       $5,000,000 and up 
       $2,000,000
       $1,000,000
       $500,000
       $250,000
       $100,000
       $50,000

Royal Living Royal Luxury offers full- 
service catering, luxury event planning, 
and consulting for high-net-worth 

clients. We specialize in weddings, corporate 
events, social gatherings, private parties, and Bar 
Mitzvahs.

Our comprehensive service packages 
range from $100,000 to over 
$100,000,000.

Please emailt us at Royallivingroyalluxury@gmail.com or call 
404-984-7110 to discuss your special event.

s u b m i t t e d  c o n t e n t

Nothing on this paid advertisement should be construed as an offer, invitation, or general solicitation to buy or sell any investment or securities, provide investment advisory services, offer personal recommendations, or engage in any transaction. 
Therefore, it should not be relied upon in connection with any investment decision. Information on this paid advertisement does not constitute financial, accounting, tax, legal, investment, consulting, or other professional advice or services.
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