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CITY OF SELIGMAN

What: Seeking $10 million bond
issue

When: April 7 election

For: Water line replacement, addi-
tion of a water tower and a well

Seligman
floats

$10M bond
proposal

2 miles of lines to

be replaced; new

water tower, well
planned

BY KYLE TROUTMAN
ktroutman@cassville-democrat.com
The city of Seligman is seek-

ing voter approval on April 7
to issue bonds to fund a major
water infrastructure project at a
cost of $9.2 million.

The proposal would authorize
up to $10 million in bonding
capacity for improvements to the
city’s water system.

“The actual project itself is
estimated at a $9.2 million cost,
and that is inflated to cover any
rising costs because you don't
know if it’s going to start in six
months or a year and a half,”
said Brian Nichols, city clerk.

The project focuses on
upgrading key infrastructure
and expanding system capacity.

“It will replacing the primary
backbone of our system, which
is a 4-inch line, upgrading that
to an 8-inch water line,” Nichols
said. “That will also include the
installation of a new water tow-
er, which doubles our system
capacity here, and it will include
anew well.”

More than two miles of water
line would be replaced as part of
the work.

“It’'s running north on Main
Street — almost all of Main
Street is included — and then
back over behind Lucky T’s on
the north side of Highway 37,”
Nichols said.

Land would also be pur-
chased to accommodate new
infrastructure.

“It would include the pur-
chase of roughly about one acre
of land on the north end of town
to hold the building for the well
and the water tower,” Nichols
said.

That site was chosen to main-
tain consistent water pressure
with the existing system.

“That area matches the ele-
vation of the older tower, so we
don’t want any pressure issues,”
Nichols said.

Nichols said the project is
designed to increase the system’s
reliability, particularly during
emergencies.

“Right now we have 24-26
hours worth of system capacity,”
Nichols said. “In the event of
a power failure, without having
secondary power to turn wells
on, our system would go out of
water in 24-26 hours. We would
double the capacity of our sys-
tem [after the project’s comple-
tion], so we’d have 48 hours plus
worth of water on hand.”

The improvements would
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Cassville man guilty of
child molestation

Bench trial in Stone
County returns
guilty verdict in

2019 assault
BY KYLE TROUTMAN

ktroutman@cassville-democrat.com
A Cassville man has been
found guilty of child moles-
tation in a bench trial held
Thursday in Stone County
Circuit Court.
Circuit

Judge  Alan

GUILTY VERDICT

Who: Anthony Sizemore, born
1988, of Cassville

What: Found guilty of third-de-
gree child molestation in bench
trial

More: Class C felony is pun-
ishable by a prison sentence
ranging from 3-10 years in the
Department of Corrections

Blankenship found Anthony
Sizemore, born 1988, of
Cassville, guilty of third-de-
gree child molestation, a Class

C felony.

According to a proba-
ble cause statement filed on
Sept. 3, 2024, by Det. Abby
Parsons, with the Barry
County Sheriff’s Office, on
July 9, 2024, Parsons took
a report for a sexual assault
that occurred in 2019 at a res-
idence in Barry County.

The victim disclosed that
Sizemore sexually assault-
ed her with his fingers while
she was lying in bed. During
a forensic interview in 2019,

the victim disclosed Sizemore
had placed his hand inside
her vagina. At the time of the
incident, the victim was under
the age of 14.

On Jan. 1, 2020, Sizemore
was interviewed by an inves-
tigator with the Children’s
Division, stating he was just
wrestling and playing around
like any other time.

Sizemore said he did not
know if the victim was asleep
at this point, but he picked

CONTINUED ON PAGE 3A
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Grooms Moving crews relocate bookshelves in preparation for laying down new flooring on the main level of the Cassville
Branch Library. The area is set to reopen to the public in May. Contributed photo

Main level expected to reopen in May

The Cassville Branch of the Barry-
Lawrence Regional Library is serving
patrons from the basement this spring,
as renovations are underway in the
main level.

On March 2, the library closed the
main doors and took its physical collec-
tion out of circulation for an estimated
two months, with a reopening planned
for May.

While renovations are underway, the
library will still be serving patrons with
a majority of its normal operations,
such as book ordering, printing, faxing

The branch’s physical collection is
unavailable during this time; howev-
er, patrons will still be able to pick up
books that have been ordered for them
at the branch.

Patrons looking for books at the
library may temporarily order books
on the library’s website at https://blrli-
brary.missourievergreen.org, or have
library staff order the items for them by
visiting or calling the branch.

Patrons are being asked to use the
downstairs entrance on the west side of
the building, where staff is set up with

Two computers have also been set up
in the library basement for limited use.
Branch Supervisor Jennifer Cochran
said that considering the time of year
while people are trying to prepare their
taxes, computer access was a must
during this project.

Children and adult programs have
not slowed down for the renovation at
the branch. All regular programs are
still ongoing, such as children’s story-
times and homeschool classes, as well
as adult book club and exercise classes.
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3-phase renovation underway at Mercy Cassville

Facilitating
Increase in
outpatient visits a
priority

By Gwendylan Harmon
Cassville Democrat Intern
Mercy Hospital in Cassville
is undergoing a multi-phase
renovation project on its
emergency room, placing a
focus on expanding services
and improving patient flow.
The Hospital is undergoing
renovations for the first time
since 2011, when the cafete-
ria was added. Construction
for the new emergency

MERCY CASSVILLE

What: Undergoing three-phase
renovation project

Why: Make better use of space,
hospital navigation and new
equipment

More: Increase in outpatient vis-
its played major role in design

room is being completed in
three phases, with the first
phase complete and the sec-
ond phase now underway.
Planning for the project began
around 2023, as hospital lead-
ership worked with architects
to evaluate how the hospi-
tal could better meet growing
patient needs.

Helen Luney, director of

nursing and operations, said
the project is progressing
steadily.

With Phase 1 complete,
Phase 2 focuses on remodel-
ing the hospital’s main com-
mand and entry area to make
it easier for patients to navi-
gate when they arrive.

“When Phase 2 opens up,
instead of coming into a foyer
and getting lost for not know-
ing where to go, the patient
access will be right there,”
Luney said.

Additional updates during
Phase 2 include moving the
hospital’s stress lab to the
radiology department and
expanding the nuclear medi-

COVERING BARRY COUNTY, MO., LIKE THE MORNING DEW SINCE 1871.

cine department to accommo-
date new equipment.

“We already had nuclear
medicine, but were getting
a new camera, and the cam-
era didn’t fit in our current
space,” Luney said.

Luney said Phase 2 is
expected to be completed by
June 10, after which construc-
tion will move into the final
stage of the project.

“The whole completion

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2A
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NEWS BRIEFS
Barry County Community Garden meetings set

The Barry County Community Garden has scheduled its monthly meetings on
the first Monday of every month, at Harvick Farms, located at 16062 Hwy. 76 in Cassville.
The work in the garden days are from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. at the Garden, located at on 10160
Farm Road 2160. Tentative working days depend on the weather and will be updated on
the organization’s Facebook page, “Barry County Community Garden,” and people may
contact the page fort more information. Produce from the garden goes to the Cassville
Pantry. New members and/or volunteers may come and reserve a plot.

0zark Country Quilters show April 10-11

O C the Quilts is a judged quilt show presented by the Ozark Country Quilters of
Cassville/Monett. In addition to over 200 items displayed, there will be a quilt turning,
demonstrations, vendors, boutique, opportunity quilt, special exhibits and knife/scissor
sharpening. The event will be on April 10 from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. and April 11 from 9 a.m.
to 4 p.m. at Crowder College in Cassville, located at 4020 N. Main. Admission is $5, and
children under 12 are free.

Jenkins voters urged to vote ahsentee

Due to the bridge closure on Highway 248 over Flat Creek, voters in the Jenkins pre-
cinct are encouraged to vote absentee, especially those living on the West side of Flat
Creek, due to the long detour that would be needed to get to the polling place on election
day. Absentee voting is open Monday-Friday, from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. in the County Clerk’s
office, located 700 Main, Ste. 2, in Cassville. For more information, people may contact
the Clerk’s office at 417-847-2561 or by email at jennis@barrycountyclerk.com.

Master Gardeners’ spring workshop on Saturday

The Master Gardeners are hosting a spring workshop on Saturday from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Refreshments will be provided. Please note that there is a change of location this year: it
will be held at the Methodist Church, located at 601 Gravel St., instead of the Family Life
Center in Cassville. People may preregister with the Barry County MU Extension Office
by calling 417-847-3161 or emailing Barryco@missouri.edu. Preregistration fee is $10, and
walk-ins will be $12. Speakers include E.J. Adams on planting for winter interest, Rhonda
Rime on dealing with invasive plants, and Lesa Queen and Jack Spurlin on permaculture.

Capps Creek Road District to meet

The Capps Creek Special Road District will meet in regular session on Thursday at noon
at the home of Garry and Pam Bartkoski, located at 5086 Farm Road 2057 in Monett. The
public is welcome to attend.

Cassville preschool, Kinder Academy, kindergarten screenings in April

The Cassville school district screening dates have been set for preschool, kinder acad-
emy and kindergarten students for the 2026-2027 school year. All screenings will take
place in the FEMA 1 Building, located next to the football field. Families with an eligible
child for either preschool or kindergarten screening should call the Primary Office at
417-847-2445 to make an appointment. Preschool screenings are April 13 and April 15.
Preschool screening is for children ages three and four who live in the Cassville school dis-
trict and will be 3 at the time of screening. Please plan for 30-45 minutes for the preschool
screening appointment. Current Cassville preschool students do not need to participate
in the screening. Kinder Academy and Kindergarten screenings are April 14 and April 16.
Children that are 5 years old on or before July 31 should be screened for kindergarten.
Families whose children are being screened for kinder academy or kindergarten should
bring the following items to their appointment: Official birth certificate, immunization
(shot) record, proof of residency (utility bill with name and address, real estate contract
or rental agreement) and parent/guardian’s photo ID. Anyone with questions may call

417-847-2445.

4-H hosting 5K and 1-Mile Fun Run

The Barry County 4-H will host a 5K and 1-Mile Fun Run fundraiser on Saturday start-
ing at the Cassville Aquatic Center, located at 501 Sale Barn Road in Cassville. Check-in
is at 8 a.m., and the race begins at 9 a.m. Cost is $25 for adults and $15 for students, and
cost for the 1-Mile Fun Run is $20. People may register online at https://pears.io/events/
mu/4287/, or at the MU Extension office, located in the Barry County Courthouse, by
March 1.

Absentee voting ongoing for April elections

Absentee voting for the April 7 General Municipal Election is ongoing at the Barry
County Clerk’s Office in Cassville, from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. Two-week in-person, no-excuse
absentee voting begins March 24. A photo ID must be presented to vote. Examples include
a Missouri Driver’s License, Missouri Non-Driver’s license, Military ID or Passport. If
unable to vote in person, voters may have a ballot mailed to them by sending a written
request to the office of: Joyce Ennis, 700 Main St. Suite 2, Cassville, MO 65625, or fax to:
417-847-5311. The Office will need: name, physical address, mailing address, date of birth,
last four digits of Social Security number, phone number, reason for voting absentee and
signature. Those with mobility issues, like walking or standing in line, are encouraged to
send written requests to vote absentee. Those who live in the Monett area may can go by
the Monett Chamber Office and fill out the absentee application. They will fax it to the
Barry County Clerk’s office. Absentee applications are also available at sos.mo.gov. The
last day to request an absentee ballot by mail is March 25. For more information, people
may call the Barry County Clerk’s Office at 417-847-2561, opt: 3, or email jennis@barry-
countyclerk.com or ajohnson@barrycountyclerk.com.

Cassville Farmers’ Market open on Saturdays

The Cassville Farmers Market is open weekly on Saturdays on the Barry County
Courthouse Square, from 8 a.m. to noon. Vendors are offering eggs, vegetables, hand-
made crafts, baked goods and more. Those interested in becoming a vendor may contact
Chad Sprinkle at 417-846-3539.

Lessons offered hefore Seligman’s Saturday dances

The Seligman Chamber of Commerce country dances at the Seligman Chamber Event
Center are every Saturday from 7-10 p.m. No alcohol is allowed. Admission is $10 per
person, and 18-and-under are free. There is a potluck, 50-50 drawing and door prizes.
Free dance lessons will also be given from 5-6 p.m. For more information, people may call

479-903-3640.

0ATS rides available in Barry County

OATS Transit offers regular transportation services for the rural general public of any
age, seniors, and individuals with disabilities. People may call the local OATS Transit
office at 417-887-9272 or 800-770-6287 to schedule a ride or find out about services in the
Barry County area. People may also visit the OATS website at oatstransit.org to view local
schedules under “Bus Schedules,” then click on the county of service. OATS Transit is hir-
ing drivers statewide to continue serving riders. Openings are listed on the OATS website.
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Pictured is one of the new emergency room treatment areas at Mercy
Hospital in Cassville. Gwendylan Harmon/Cassville Democrat Intern

Pictured is the new emergency room entryway at Mercy Hospital in
Cassville, which was just completed in Phase 1 of a three-phase hospital
renovation project. Gwendylan Harmon/Cassville Democrat Intern

Pictured is the renovated emergency room area at Mercy Hospital in
Cassville. Gwendylan Harmon,/Cassville Democrat Intern

Hospital: Patient needs key

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1A

[date] is Oct. 24, which is the
expectation of our crew,” Luney
said. “In Phase 3, we're expanding
our outpatient area and adding
more rooms. Hopefully, that will
allow us to eventually add addi-
tional services so residents in our
community don’t have to travel
so far.”

Ettie Berneking, manager of
media relations and communica-
tions, said the overall project is
designed to support the hospital’s
growing number of outpatient vis-
its.

“When I was learning about this
project, we were seeing an increase
in outpatients — people who come
to us needing things like wound
care, infusions or injections,”
Berneking said. “As we've seen
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an increase in that patient need,
this project allows us to add more
rooms and enhance the patient
experience.”

Hospital leaders said many res-
idents in the Cassville and Barry
County area rely on the local hos-
pital instead of traveling to larger
medical centers in Springfield or
Rogers for care. They hope the
improvements will allow more
services to remain available local-
ly.

Luney said the hospital is grate-
ful for the continued support of
the community as the project
moves forward.

“We're thankful to our commu-
nity, because our community is
the one helping make this possible
for us,” she said.
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Trivia Night champs crowned

Threatening weath-
er failed to dampen the
enthusiasm of the six
teams participating in the
14th Annual Trivia Night
fundraiser on March 6.

The team represent-
ing Ellis, Cupps, Herrin
& Schwartz won both the
overall competition and
the “Smarty Pants” award
for most trivia questions
answered correctly. The
lively event raised nearly
$1,300 for the Cassville
Education Fund, accord-
ing to a press release.

Groups of co-workers,
friends, classmates, fam-
ily members and church
members wracked their
brains for the answers to
60 trivia questions over
the course of the evening.
Minute-to-win-it games
enlivened the event with
team representatives com-

peting to earn extra points.

Sponsors of the event
include: Angel Shorter
and Company, Cassville
Chamber of Commerce,

Cassville Democrat,
Cassville R-IV  School
District, Ellis Cupps

Herrin and Schwartz,
Freedom Bank, the Kime
Family, Security Bank,
State Farm Insurance, the
United Methodist Church
and Willis Insurance.

Emcee Judge Bob
Foulke announced four
rounds of trivia questions
covering a wide range of
subjects from history and
sports to geography and
animals. Nearly 60 people
attended the event.

Proceeds from Trivia
Night benefit the Cassville
Education Fund, a perma-
nent endowment fund for
the educational needs of
Cassville Schools.

Bond: Public meeting on March 23
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also strengthen water
pressure in some areas of
the city.

“It increases pressure
on the southeast part of
our water system and it
will have various hydrau-
lic impacts throughout
the system,” Nichols
said. “Primarily, it really
helps out the southeast
corner.”

While pressure issues
have not been frequent,
Nichols said, the current
system can be vulnerable
when water levels drop.

“It hasn’t really been an
issue, but if we get too low
in the water tower then
there can be some pres-
sure issues on the south-
east part of our system,”
he said. “So, we just make
sure to always stay above
that level.”

Nichols said the exist-
ing tower would remain in
service alongside the new
one.

“At the same time, we
would also be able to com-
pletely shut that water
tower down and go inside
and recoat the inside to
provide maintenance on it
whenever that comes up,”
he said.

Having two towers
would also allow the city
to perform maintenance
without interrupting ser-
vice.

“It would allow us to
fluctuate between the
two,” Nichols said. “If one
of them needs to go down
for repairs, then it doesn’t
put the system out of com-
mission.”

The current water tower
has been in place for more
than two decades, installed
in 1998. The water lines
being replaced date back
even further.

“The old transite line —
some of that started to be

put in place around the
late 1950s into the 1960s,”
Nichols said. “The system
was just continuously add-
ed on to.”

Because of its age and
southwest’s Missouri’s
rocky terrain can con-
tribute to maintenance
issues.

“Because it is an old-
er line, it can be brittle
for vibrations or flexing,
which can cause leaks,”
Nichols said. “It’s prone
to leaking. Our ground is
so rocky around here that
any shifts in the ground
— rocks press on pipes —
cause cracks and leaks.”

Finance-wise, the city
currently carries no out-
standing bond debt.

“It was two years ago
when we made our last
payment on bonds from
1997 and 2001, and those
are completely paid off,”
Nichols said. “If the public
votes this into place, that
would open us up to quali-
fy for 40% of the $9.2 mil-
lion worth of grants.”

City leaders have also
been saving funds for
the project since a rate
increase implemented sev-
eral years ago.

“The rate increase
that the city started back
in 2018 — we have been
saving that money every
single year and putting it
into certificates of depos-
it,” Nichols said. “We have
more than $1 million in
the bank right now.”

Nichols said that com-
bination of grants and
savings would reduce the
amount the city would
need to finance.

“Four million coming
from grants and paying
the other $1 million out
in cash, then were just
financing $4 million,” he
said.

Customers would likely
see an increase in water
rates to cover the project
costs.

“They’re anticipating
itd be around $12.48 per
customer per month to be
the increase that custom-
ers would expect,” Nichols
said. “That doesn’t take
into account the rising
costs of labor, material and
everything, and with cost
of operation we can’t say
that rates aren’t going to
go up afterwards.”

Residents will have an
opportunity to learn more
about the proposal during
a public meeting later this
month.

“On March 23 at 6
p-m., we have a represen-
tative with McLiney and
Company who’s handling
the finances for the bond,”
Nichols said. “Part of their
services is they host pub-
lic meetings to go through
and enlighten the public
and answer any ques-
tions.”

Additional information
is also available through
the city.

“On the city’s website is
a full printout of the water
system project, which
includes the cost break-
down, maps and every-
thing,” Nichols said. “T've
also got large prints here at
City Hall and copies of the
primary items people are
really looking for.”

People may find the
engineering report at
https://seligmanmo.gov/
documents/ by chckmg
“Water Department” and
“Water System Upgrade -
Current Project.”

The bond issue will
appear on the April 7
Municipal Election ballot,
and it requires a four-sev-
enths (57.1%) majority to
pass.

Guilty: Sentencing on May 15
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her up by her neck and
leg, and his hand on her
leg had slid down and he
hit her in the vagina by
accident.

Sizemore said the vic-
tim looked at him and
that he could tell he had
hurt her by the look
on her face. He said it
became awkward and
uncomfortable, so he
walked out of the room.

On Aug. 15, 2024,
Parsons  spoke to
Sizemore, who stated
he would need to speak
with his attorney. On
Aug. 19, 2024, Sizemore
advised Parsons that his
attorney advised him he
had already given a state-
ment.

Parsons noted in the
probable cause state-
ment that Sizemore pos-
es a danger to the victim,
community or any other
person due to the nature
of the crime and the vic-
tim being a child.

On March 11, the case
came for a bench trial
in Blankenship’s court-
room. The state was
represented by Barry
County Prosecuting
Attorney Amy Boxx, and
the defendant appeared
in person, and with coun-

sel, Taylon Sumners-
Schwartz. The state and
defense each made open-
ing statements, and the
state presented evidence
and rested.

The defendant filed
a motion of acquittal at
the close of state’s evi-
dence, which was denied
by the court. The case
was then adjourned for
the day and resumed on
Thursday.

The defendant pre-
sented evidence and rest-
ed, and the state present-
ed no rebuttal evidence.
The defendant moved for
judgment of acquittal at
the close of all evidence,
and that motion was to
be taken up with the case
during the court’s delib-
eration.

The state and defense
made their closing argu-
ments, and the case was
deemed submitted. The
court, after reflecting on
the evidence presented
and arguments of coun-
sel, denied the motion
for judgment of acquittal
at the close of all evi-
dence.

“The court is mindful
of the weighty nature
of its decision, and is
mindful of the burden

of proof instructions it
gives to juries regarding
the beyond a reason-
able doubt standard,”
Blankenship wrote in the
ruling. “The state bears
the burden of proof,
including the burden of
persuasion beyond a rea-
sonable doubt. Applying
that standard to the evi-
dence presented in this
case, and the court’s
assessment of the cred-
ibility of the witnesses’
testimony and evidence,
finds the defendant
guilty beyond a reason-
able doubt.”

The case is now set
for post-trial motions on
April 10 at 10:45 a.m. The
court orders a sentencing
assessment report pre-
pared and filed by May
11, and the case is set for
a sentencing hearing on
May 15 at 11 a.m.

Pending sentencing,
Sizemore will remain on
his 10% bond of $2,500,
paid Oct. 9, 2024.

In Missouri, a Class
C felony is punishable
by a prison sentence
ranging from 3-10 years
in the Department of
Corrections. Courts may
also impose a fine of up
to $10,000.

Library: Aims to add programs
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The branch is still
holding both adult and
youth paint classes at
their regular times, and
crochet class is still held
every Saturday.

Library staff are going
digital, as they recognized
that foot traffic may be
slower during the ren-
ovations as they do not
have the same space for
patrons to gather for
extended periods.

While they are unable
to socialize with patrons
as normal, staff have
been posting updates,
questions and chal-
lenges to the library’s

Classifly,
Classiflew,
Classiflown.
However you say it...
things fly in the
classiflieds.

Call to advertise in
The Cassville Democrat
«847-2610 «

Facebook page at https://
www.facebook.com/
CassvilleBranchLibrary
to stay engaged with its
patrons.

When the branch
opens its main doors
back up, the public can
expect a fresh look with
new flooring, refreshed
paint, some updated fur-
niture and additional
study rooms in store for
patrons.

“We are very excited
to see all the changes and
see what new opportuni-
ties and how these ren-
ovations will allow us
to expand our services
to our loyal patrons,” a
library press release said.
“We look forward to
adding even more fami-
ly programs so please let
us know if you have any
ideas that you would like
to see us try.”
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e Greeting Cards ¢ Signs e Posters
e Business Checks ¢ Receipt Books

..AND MORE!

417-847-2610
Monday-Friday

Calendars

i I F H Chad Yarnall - Agent
PROPANE Tz CUTDOORS - Feed & Minerals (417) 847-3399
DIESEL = ] : Léawncgre chad. yarnall@mofb com
FEED 417-737-2497 EI' a”élap'”g

FERTILIZER | | www.trippsoutdoors.com 7 rs :%“E“a’ﬁﬁ’fﬁé‘%
. S Ci - - We've got Missouri covered.

L PURINA 41750000465 417 500 0013 info@trippsoutdoors.com  [s]

'I' M I-I-c our State Serving ﬂ}e Four
Rﬂ UTMAN E“IA State-area since 2019
Exeter, MO

Feeder calf sale every Tuesday 10am,

Stockva'-ds slaughter cows to follow
Bred cows/pairs every Tuesday 6pm

Special Cow Sale — April 18, 5 p.m.
Clay Hammen (417) 489-5732 Colby Hammen (417) 489-2684

Cale Hammen (417) 669-9593 Cade Hammen (417) 342-3407
Chris Keeling (417) 737-9148

INSURANCE DESIGNED WITH
YOU AND YOUR DREAMS IN MIND.
CALL ME TODAY AT (417) 847-3128.

Burl Mitchell, Agent

58 Main St, Cassville

Alt: (417) 858-2561
bmitche2@amfam.com
Monday - Friday 8:30 - 5:00

AMERICAN FAMILY
[ INSURANCE |

®

* Feed

¢ Forage Seed

* Row Crop Seed

e Ag Chemical

¢ Bulk Fertilizer

e Precision Grid Soil

®
Gerald Ritchie
Agri Services Manager

Testing & Variable, Hwy. 248 East, Cassville
Rate Fertilizer 417-847-3115

e Custom Application -

¢ Crop & Livestock F _I_Sea::l P"“eIISt
Insurance. ertilizer Plant Manager

Hwy A Wheaton ¢ 417-652-3526

Custom, stock,
frameless cabinetry
OO0
Laminate, solid
surface countertops

OOV
G RA FT ED IN Custom CNC cutting
N Purdy, MO

cﬁ obent Bs'zgswn 417-323-5250
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PUBLISHER'’S VIEW

On Monday night, Dec.
5, 1955, the Rev. Robert
Graetz worked his way
through a dense crowd
of 6,000 people at Holt
Street Baptist Church in
Montgomery, Ala.

The church was so filled
that Graetz had to stand
in the crowded fellowship
hall and listen to the meet-
ing taking place upstairs;
loudspeakers were set up
outside so that onlookers
could hear.

The meeting began with
the singing of “Onward
Christian Soldiers” and
“Leaning on the Everlasting
Arms”; Graetz sang along
downstairs, awed by “a
mighty ring like the glad
echo of heaven itself.” One
minister offered a prayer,
and another read passages
from Psalm 34: “The righ-
teous cry, and the Lord
heareth, and delivereth
them out of all their trou-
bles.”

Then the slow, articulate
words of one youthful min-
ister brought on a deafen-
ing attentiveness. “We are
not wrong,” Martin Luther
King, Jr., preached. “If we
are wrong, God Almighty
is wrong.” He added: “We
are determined here in
Montgomery to work and
fight until justice runs down
like water and righteous-
ness like a mighty stream.”

A ~

KYLE TROUTMAN

Crime and
punishment

en it comes to covering news in small-town America, there
‘/ \ ; are certain categories of stories that draw more attention than
others.

Feature stories are my favorite: highlighting the unique accomplish-
ments or experiences, or even inspirational anguishes, that shape who we
are as people, community members, friends and neighbors.

Routine news stories are important and impactful, like when your util-
ity bill might go up, what projects a city or school district is seeking bond
funding for in the next election, or when a new bridge (like 7th Street) is
being constructed.

Sports stories are typically all positive. Who doesn’t love a Wildcats
football win, or a history-making back-to-back state wrestling champion?
Yet, one category of news inevitably rules them all. The most reads.

The most talk. The most interest.

Crime.

About 90-95% of crime stories are what I would consider ho-hum.
Drug busts, burglaries, assaults, theft from public entities and the like
are all fairly routine in this industry. They happen, they get reported, and
they are unequivocallly the most read.

Then, there are the crime stories I hate to report but are my duty to do
so, mainly sex crimes and domestics.

I get asked every now and then, yesterday even, “How do you choose
what stories you report?” The answer isn’t a simple one.

The ho-hum crime stories become a bit routine: This person stole
a bunch of stuff from this place, or that person was distributing large
amounts of meth. In the last dozen years, I have reported week-in and
week-out for this publication, those pieces tend to write themselves.

The most difficult are the ones involving children, and in the last two
weeks, we've had a couple. In the March 11 issue, my top story was a

domestic. As a general rule, I don’t write domestics. Most are adult rela- When the meeting epd—
tionships gone south, with an abusive partner acting in ways most would ~ €d, Graetz was filled with
consider unfathomable, but no one is affected outside of the home, which the glory of a good cause.

“I was now part of a
[black] movement destined
to launch the modern civ-
il rights movement,” he
recalled.

Earlier in the day, Graetz
left his home and drove
around Montgomery. The
day had arrived: black cit-
izens were boycotting the
buses in protest of Rosa
Parks’ arrest just four days
earlier for refusing to give
up her seat to a white pas-
senger. The morning of
Dec. 5, Graetz saw people
“striding along as if they

makes them less reportable.

But, when it comes to children involved in domestics — especially
when those children are the reported victims — that changes things.

My top story last week was one I hesitated to write, but when I read
the probable cause statement — alleging a teenager fled a home and hid
in a ditch in the cold for an hour — it seemed like something that should
have been at the top of the front page.

Yet, before the papers even hit the racks, I got a call from one side of
the story telling me it was all wrong. Later that day, I was approached in
person from an individual on the same side saying I didn’t have the facts.
Even later that day, I got a call from someone on the other side of the sto-
ry upset with how it was reported.

In these moments, it’s difficult to ascertain the truth. I am not the
creator of the story. I don’t make things up or ignore facts. I am the mes-
senger.

All crime stories are word-for-word from probable cause statements
— first-hand accounts from our local law enforcement professionals who
were at the scene, took the report, made the assessment and recommend-
ed XYZ charges.

There are always three sides to a story: The accused’s, the victim’s and
the truth. It is the prerogative of the public to call for help when they need
it, followed by the police recording the information they obtain on scene.

Then, the responsibility is passed to us, to report the information back
to the public — full circle. It’s a delicate task that inherently requires to
fairness to all involved, and it inherently it hurts all involved.

It’s a high wire we toe.

We attempt to do so with as much neutrality as we can, with initial
respect to law enforcement and the victim.

We also understand everyone is innocent until proven guilty — and
we empathize with their loved ones while reporting probable cause state-
ments.

Every word of every crime story I write is tied back to probable cause
statements, paper trails, as I call them. Probable cause statements are
also entirely allegations, that law enforcement officer’s assessment of a
situation and what charges should be filed. I am never on scene, nor do I
have the resources to conduct individual investigations of allegations of
crimes on my own.

Yet, I am held accountable of reporting such. And, I take that responsi-
bility very seriously. I use my best judgment and 15 years of total experi-
ence to determine whet’s reportable and what’s not.

It’s a burden I do not enjoy, but it’s part of the job.

One sector of crime I do take very seriously — and hate to report as
often as it arrives on my desk — is child sex crimes. The top story this
week is exactly that, and the victim is a person who has appeared fre-
quently within the pages of my paper in far more positive light.

Crimes such as reported this week happen more often than they are
divulged to authorities, and I've seen over the last decade-and-a-half,
even reported ones do not always get the attention they deserve. I've had
people come into my office asking to report some, and I have been forced
to turn them away because of the lack of a paper trail.

I've also been on both sides of that. I can speak personally to having
stories in the paper about relatives of my family accused of heinous acts
reportable via probable cause statements.

One thing I have learned over the years, is crime reaps punishment.
Punishment for the accused, but even more so punishment for their fami-
lies — on the alleged perpetrator’s side and on the victim’s side.

Awful acts are awful for all involved, and all related to all involved.
And, in our tight-knit communities, the awful is amplified.

We've taken ample heat in the last week for our reporting, warranted
or not, and we very well may take more this week. With crime comes I"flm.lll'f!uul'
punishment; not necessarily punishment for the accused, but punishment - %
for those related to the accused and the victims.

I was asked last week, “What if someone wrote about you what you've
wrote about the person who’s been accused?”

The answer: I don’t know. I do know a crime that has affected my fam-
ily has been printed within the pages I publish within the last few years,
and it was hard to face.

I hope to never be in that position. But if I am, I'd be a hypocrite if it
wasn’t reported in our paper..

to submit a letter online.

B
ol

Kyle Troutman has served as editor of the Cassville Democrat since 2014 and
owner/publisher since 2023. He is a three-time ISWNE Golden Dozen award
winner. He may be reached at 417-84;7-2610 or ktroutman@cassville-democrat.
com.

DISCOVERING A “SPORT”

AMERICAN INSIGHTS

The Courage of
Robert Graetz

DAKODA PETTIGREW

didn’t have a care in the
world, their heads held
high, their faces covered
with smiles.”

In support, Graetz drove
many walkers to work and
to the store. “A new day had
dawned in Montgomery,”
he recalled. “We didn’t
know it at the time, but a
new day had dawned for
America as well.”

For the next several
weeks, Graetz drove his
black neighbors to work
from 6-9 a.m., every morn-
ing. He and wife, Jeannie,
and their children lived in
a black neighborhood, and
they were neighbors and
close friends of Rosa Parks.
His support made him pop-
ular, at least in the black
community.

But Graetz’s steadfast
support of the Montgomery
Bus Boycott came at a cost.
As the only white minister
in Montgomery to stand
with King and the move-
ment, Graetz and his family
were treated as traitors by
their white peers. Angry
phone calls were common,
as were threatening letters
(one writer suggested that
Graetz be hanged like John
Brown). One day, the tires
on the family car were
slashed and sugar poured
into the gasoline tank.

But that was only the
beginning.

Graetz was harassed
by local police; the sher-
iff tried to charge him for
illegally operating a taxi
service, but a judge found
no legal grounds. Instead,
the sheriff lectured Graetz
on the error of his ways and

QUOTE OF THE WEEK
“By 2018, I'd grown tired of trying to plant and
raise daffodils in rocky soil for our personal
enjoyment, even though I still loved them.
Finding that sport invigorated me, gave me a
new direction.”

Visit us online at:
cassville-democrat.com

THE INTERNATIONAL SOCIETY
of WEEKLY NEWSPAPER EDITORS

released him. Later, Graetz
was indicted along with
King.

Klansmen drove intimi-
datingly past his house.

Then his home was
bombed, not once but twice.
In the second bombing, a
larger bomb — with enough
dynamite to flatten the
house — failed to explode.

As with the Kings, had
one child been in the front
room of the Graetz house,
they would have died or
been seriously injured.

Like Daniel, Graetz was
in the lion’s den. But the
“misguided” white pastor
pressed on undeterred.

“We don’t want people
to think we’ve started to
get panicky,” Graetz told
the public after the sec-
ond bombing. “We have
not moved, and we do not
intend to.”

When the Supreme
Court ruled bus segrega-
tion unlawful in Browder
v. Gayle, Graetz and King
each rode the first ever
desegregated buses in
Montgomery.

“It was a victory for all of
us,” he said.

In 1958, the Graetz fam-
ily moved to Columbus,
Ohio. Before they left,
the Kings visited and said
goodbye. In Graetz’s auto-
graphed copy of King’s
memoir of the boycott,
King wrote: “In appre-
ciation for your genuine
goodwill, your unswerving
devotion to the principle of
freedom and justice, and
your willingness to suffer
and sacrifice in order to
make Montgomery’s stride
toward freedom a lasting
inspiration. Martin.” .

Dakoda Pettigrew is a summa
cum laude graduate of Liberty
University with a Bachelor’s
of science in political science
and history. Pettigrew’s father
went to school in Cassuville,
and he lives in Tennessee. He
can be reached at pettigrew-
dakoda6@gmail.com.

— GERRY WASS, PROPRIETOR OF THE DAFFODIL FARM IN PURDY, ON
= A NATURAL MUTATION - OF A COMMON
DAFFODIL THAT MYSTIFIED HIM.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

The purpose of the Commentary page is to
provide a forum of various opinions, and we highly
encourage letters to the editor. The opinions of col-
umnists are not necessarily shared by the Cassville
Democrat or its staff. If you have an opinion, send a
letter to Kyle Troutman, Cassville Democrat, P.O. Box
486, Cassville, MO 65625, email ktroutman@cass-
ville-democrat.com or scan the QR code to the right
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50 years ago

March 24, 1976
— INVESTIGATOR FUNDING IN
QUESTIONS FACING COURT

Barry County will
or won’'t have a special
investigator, = depend-
ing on pending decisions
from the Missouri attor-
ney general or a change
of heart on the county
court. That is about what
delegations from Shell
Knob and Monett learned
in a “fuss” session with
the court Thursday. The
investigator post, fund-
ed from both federal and
county funds, is scheduled
to be eliminated March 31.
Court action, by a vote of
2-1, with associates Lige
Frost and Dick Sanders
voting no and Presiding
Judge Nolan McNeill say-
ing yes, brought on the
hearing. Groups from
Monett and Shell Knob
joined the court in their
chambers for the session.
Principal spokesmen for
the groups were Jack Fly,
president of the Central
Crossing  Association,
and Jack Fox, represent-
ing the Monett C of C. At
stake is the job now held
by Leo Sellers, assigned
by Prosecuting Attorney
Dale Burke. In doubt
at this point is wheth-
er the court can remove
funds they had previously
approved in a budget that
funded the post through
this year. Southern Judge
Lige Frost told the delega-
tion he believes the sher-
iffs department has the
responsibility of conduct-
ing investigations. He also
reminded the audience he
was concerned about next
year’s budget. Frost also
said he was of the opinion
a majority of the people in
south Barry County were
opposed to the special
investigator. Fox, speak-
ing for the Monett area,
reminded the court of a
lifestyle change in this
area. He said that commu-
nity was even considering
a SI for the Monett Police.
He continued, “we think
the post is important to
the entire county.” These
views were echoed by Dr.
Ralph Scott, superinten-
dent of the Monett schools.
Fly said the lake area of
southern Barry County
considered it important to
keeping the law enforce-
ment branch of county
government at its present
strength. He reminded the
court they had previously
approved the budget. “We
think the officer is doing a
good job,” Fly concluded.
Judge McNeill, speaking
for his vote on the issue,
said he never received the
opposition to the SI that
associates had. He said,
“we approved the bud-
get and I'm willing to go
along with the prosecuting
attorney’s recommenda-
tion that cases prepared
by the SI are good. I'll stay
committed to keeping the
officer.” Sanders, admit-
ting he had been under the
gun on the issue, said he
considered a pay increase
authorized as excessive
and too high compared to
other employees. He con-
cluded his remarks with
“and besides, I don’t like
to have things crammed
down my throat.” Shortly
after this group depart-
ed, a smaller group with
Gerald Preddy as spokes-
man told the court they
didn’t think the post was
necessary. Burke said this
week his office was wait-
ing on an opinion from
Jefferson City as to wheth-
er the court had authority
to withdraw funds allocat-
ed to the office. He said
this opinion or a change
of vote on the court would
eliminate the post as of
next Wednesday. Sheriff
Vernon Still commenting
earlier said Sellers would
probably rejoin his staff
if the post is eliminat-
ed. This would probably
bump a present member
of the staff due to funding
situations. Of additional
concern to those attend-
ing was the possibility of
two additional deputies
being lost to the county
at the conclusion of public
service employment fund-
ing through the federal
government at the end of
the fiscal year, June 30.
Concluding the meeting,
opposing judges agreed to
meet with the prosecut-
ing attorney in attempts
to negotiate a salary on

i1

50 YEARS AGO: U.S. SENATE CA

—®on®

NDIDATE HERE — Congressman Jerry Litton, right, a

candidate for the Democrat nomination for U.S. Senate, visited in Cassville Saturday
morning during a swing through this part of the state. Litton, a former cattleman
turned politician, is listening to a point being made by Presiding Judge Nolan McNeill,
in checked coat. At the left is Max Hudson, Litton supporter, who arranged the coffee
session at Dell’s Cafe with party members and Joe Hudson, Jenkins. Between McNeill
and Litton is Gene Wiley of the Crane area. Democrat file photo

the SI post that the county
could live with. The coun-
ty was notified March 22
that the Missouri Council
on Criminal Justice would
expect a refund of approx-
imately $1,152 in federal
funds if the SI post is ter-
minated at the end of this
month. Sellers’ present
salary amounts to $800 a
month, plus slightly over
$200 in mileage allow-
ance.

— HEART FUND EFFORTS NET
$1,017 TOTAL
Cassville  residents

contributed  $1,017.50
to the 1976 Heart Fund
campaign, according
to Mr. and Mrs. Tom
Cardin, co-chairmen. The
residential drive netted
$404.50 and $613 was
contributed to the busi-
ness and industrial drive.
Included in the residen-
tial total was $100 donat-
ed by Mr. and Mrs. Fred
Vollenweider. Envelopes
are still being received
from residents who were
not home when the Heart
Fund volunteers -called.
Volunteers in the business
and industrial drive were
Marlee Edie, J.B. Nations,
George Simpkins, Steve
Burch, Max Cooper,
John Bartkoski, Dr. M.A.
Kammerlohr Jr., and
Doug Samuel. Groups
assisting in the residential
drive were the Boy Scouts,
Future Homemakers
of America (FHA) of
Cassville High School, and
Future Business Leaders
of America. Charles
Vaughan is scoutmas-
ter. Mrs. Helen Nicoll
and Mrs. Lana Couch are
FHA co-sponsors, and
Mrs. Kathy Dickerson and
Mrs. Irma Jean Timmons
are sponsors of FBLA.
Volunteers from FHA
were Lanetta Suttles, Pam
Holloway, Janetta Suttles
and Barb Bickford, Vera
Ray, Shelia Padgett, Lisa
Cargile, Debbie Garnatz,

Connie Miller, Brenda
Moore, Sharon Elliot,
Jeannie Russell and

Nancy Padgett. Members
of the FBLA who assisted
with the drive were Sally
Blythe, Tracy England,
Jerry Yarnall, Marilyn
Stringer, Teresa Horner,
Jil Rogers, Leslie Kidwell,
Jackie Beattie, Tammy
House, Judy Smithson,
Annette Preddy, Patricia
Evans, Jerry Beuterbaugh,
Samantha Duncan and
Debbie Wormington. The
drive will remain open for
anyone who might have
missed giving a contribu-
tion. Contributions may
be made at either Cassville
bank. Mrs. Beverly Carlin
of Monett is Barry County
chairman.

40 years ago

March 26, 1986
— GARRETT MFG. PHASE OUT; 76
JOBS WILL BE LOST

A Cassville industry,
Garrett Manufacturing,
will phase out operations
here over a four month
period. Employees of
the MASCO Industries
Company specified Friday
that operations leading to
a permanent shutdown of
the facility are underway.
J.E. Greuel, president and
general manager of the
plant here owned by the
Taylor, Michigan firm,
said the industry now
employs about 76 persons.
Manufacturer includes
custom machined prod-
ucts for the construction
machinery and oilfield
equipment lines. During
boomyearsintheoilindus-
try, the plant employed
as many as 220 persons.
Located at County Road in
the west edge of Cassville,

Garrett’s plant includes
40,000 square feet and
highly modern comput-
er-type driven machine
equipment. Greuel said
the company, MASCO,
had experienced substan-
tial losses in recent years.
“The decision to close was
made only after our efforts
to turn things around
failed. Although we were
able to reduce costs and
find some new customers,
the recent severe drop in
world oil prices created a
situation in which we could
no longer justify staying in
business,” he comment-
ed. The company presi-
dent said contracts with
customers and phase-out
plans would take about
four months at a maxi-
mum. His announcement
Monday put in motion a
Chamber of Commerce
and Cassville Industrial
Development Corporation
contact with Missouri
officials about possible
sale of the building and
equipment to a successor
company. Greuel said the
company will be working
closely with its employ-
ees, customers and the
community during the
phase-out period to mini-
mize as far as possible the
impact of the shutdown.
The company will devel-
op a program to assist
interested  employees
in finding new employ-
ment. “We are inviting all
employers to call us if they
are hiring,” said Greuel.
“We have a lot of very
fine people with valuable
skills that we are anx-
ious to help place in new
employment.” Formerly
known as Cassville Tool
and Machine, the com-
pany was purchased and
renamed in October 1973
by Glen Garrett. In July
of 1984, the company
became a subsidiary of
MASCO Industries, Inc.,
in Michigan.
— TABLE ROCK AT TOP SW DISTRICT
LAKE ATTRACTIONS

As she has done
since the initial years of
impoundment,  Table
Rock Lake assumed a
position of leadership in
the Southwest District of
Army Corps of Engineers
projects during 1985. In
fact, Table Rock Reservoir,
once again going above the
six million visitor mark,
led all projects in visita-
tion. That’s the word this
week from Rick Hightower
of the Branson office of the
Corps. Hightower said this
week, after inquiry from
the Democrat, there were
a total of 6,045,800 vis-
itors recorded at the res-
ervoir this year. Figures
for 1985 for the reservoir
were down slightly from
the previous year, which
had 6.7 million visiting
public facilities around the
more than 850 miles of
shoreline. The 1985 sta-
tistics included just under
400,000 from seven pub-
lic use areas in the Barry
County or just adjoin-
ing Arkansas portion of
the lake. These statistics
broken down include:
Campbell Point Boat Dock
and Marine 101,462; Big
M Boat Dock 59,919;
Viola Boat Dock 56,361;
Kings River Public Use
Area 11,660; Eagle Rock
Landing 102,849; Big
Indian Public Use Area
9,913; Beaver Public Use
Area 54,498. All are boat
dock facilities except Big
Indian and Kings River.
Actually, the local area
portion would be consid-
erably higher since visitor
numbers at Viney Public
Use Area in the Golden
community were not

included in the released
figures. Growth of the
reservoir in popularity
is traced in comparable
figures for past years. In
1981 the visitation num-
ber stood at 39.8 million.
For 1982 the figure was
43 million. Normally,
survey information from
the visitors ranks fishing
the top reason for visiting
the reservoir, with sight-
seeing a close second.
Swimming in the clear
water ranked third, boat-
ing fourth. Camping edg-
es out picnicking for the
fifth most popular project
as a rule. In a six million
visitation year, the Corps
would collect approxi-
mately $200,000 in use
fees from the public. Fees
are charged at those pub-
lic use facilities that pro-
vide services. All those in
Barry County are in this
category, excluding Kings
River, which is listed as a
primitive area. Hightower
said the corps did not have
figures to date on Table
Rock’s ranking in national
projects.

30 years ago

March 20, 1996
— A HOMECOMING TO REMEM-
BER...

Warm sunshine,
a bright blue sky and a
homemade banner pro-
claiming “Welcome Home
Josh” greeted the crowd
of about 100 well wishers
who gathered at Memorial
Park Sunday in honor of
Josh Carlisle Coffey’s long
awaited homecoming and
eventual reunion with his
canine protectors, Baby
and Angel. “I'm back!”
Josh said to the cheering
crowd as he was taken
out of the car and placed
in his wheelchair. Josh’s
grandfather, who had
been patiently waiting for
Josh’s arrival, tearfully
hugged his grandson and
said “I love you.” Before
reuniting Josh with his
dogs, the Coffey family
and others spoke to the
crowd encircling Josh.
“We have really been wait-
ing for this opportunity to
thank each and every one
of you who were out in
those hills,” said Johnny
Sue Coffey, Josh’s mother.
“Despite extremely cold
weather, you kept going
and kept going. We can’t
even begin to tell you how
much we appreciate it.”
“We appreciate each effort
that was made. We just
love you all,” said a tear-

ful Coffey. Josh’s stepfa-
ther, Lynn Coffey, echoed
his wife’s sentiments by
adding, “T want to thank
everybody for bringing our
boy home.” Barry County
Sheriff Ralph Hendrix
presented Josh with
donations collected by
his department. Hendrix
also presented Josh with
a badge and declared him
junior deputy of Barry
County. Hendrix, who
was obviously touched
by the reunion, thanked
the many volunteers who
helped in the search and
rescue effort. Josh proud-
ly showed off his deputy
badge, a guardian angel
and a “Top Dog” videotape
to the crowd of onlook-
ers. Finally after speech-
es were completed, Dana
Kammerlohr reunited
Josh with the two dogs
that are credited with
keeping Josh warm and
protected while lost for 72
hours in freezing weather
and rough terrain a week
and a half ago. Baby, a
dachshund-beagle mix,
and Angel, an Australian
heeler, were brought
through the crowd of
reporters, family and
friends surrounding Josh.
Frightened at first by the
excited voices and bursts
of flashbulbs, the dogs
seemed to calm down
when they approached
Josh. A shy Angel laid
on the floor near Josh’s
wheelchair while Baby
sniffed around the crowd
and posed for pictures. As
Josh held onto the dogs’
leashes, he said, “I love you
dogs.” After playing with
the dogs, Josh thanked the
crowd and said how happy
he was. “T love you,” he
said. “I love my dogs. They
made me better.” The
afternoon ended for Josh
with a chance to thank
the cowboy who found
him alive on March o9.
According to Mrs. Coffey,
Josh has constantly worn
a black cowboy hat given
to him by Oscar Nell of
Springfield. Josh showed
the crowd some hat tricks
Nell had taught him and
allowed himself to be
pulled behind Perfections
Toot Toot, the horse that
Nell was riding the day
he found Josh. An ordeal
that began during some
of the coldest days on
record ended with a warm
homecoming that will be
remembered for years to
come. The men and wom-
en who braved freezing
temperatures and rugged
terrain without giving
up were rewarded with
smiles, tears and heartfelt
thanks during a nice, sun-
ny day at the park.
— MEDICAL UPDATE ON JOSH'S
CONDITION

In a phone inter-
view with the Cassville
Democrat, Johnny Sue
Coffey reported that her
son, Josh, was getting
his strength back, and
the family was trying to
get their life back to “nor-
mal.” According to the
final doctors’ report, Josh
will not lose any of his
toes, which were severe-
ly frostbit-ten during his
72-hour ordeal. The doc-
tors said it will be at least
three months before Josh
can walk without pain. In
the meantime, he will con-
tinue to move around in

a wheelchair. Mrs. Coffey
said a home health nurse
will be coming to the house
in the next couple of days
to show her and her hus-
band how to care for Josh
themselves. Josh’s famous
friends, Baby and Angel,
are staying with neighbors
until the Coffeys can build
the dogs a pen. Mr. Coffey
was purchasing materials
on Wednesday. Purina has
donated a lifetime supply
of dog food, which the
Coffeys say will be a big
help. The family already
has three dogs as pets. Mrs.
Coffey said she will contin-
ue to teach Josh at home.
He does plan to visit his
old classroom at Aurora
to thank his former class-
mates for cards they sent
to the hospital. “It’s qui-
eted down some for him,”
Mrs. Coffey said. “Now we
just have friends calling us.
It’s relaxing.” Mrs. Coffey
added that the homecom-
ing on Sunday was a very
positive experience for
her family. “We were very
excited to get to the home-
coming in Cassville,” Mrs.
Coffey said. “Everybody
was so warm and friend-
ly and genuinely caring. I
loved it.” Josh continues
to get “loads” of mail every
day from across the coun-
try. A media specialist in
Springfield is still fielding
calls from the media.
— LOCAL ANGLER CATCHES FIRST
IN PRO TOURNEY

A local pro fisher-
man who hails from
Washburn captured first
place at Central Pro-
Am Association’s 1996
Table Rock Pro-Am Bass
Tournament held March
9 and 10. Randall Hutson
kicked off his tournament
season with a resound-
ing victory. Hutson, a
four-time Pro Division
Championship Qualifier,
took the lead on day one
with five fish that totaled
17.45 pounds. Although
a blast of cold had both
anglers and bass in a
withdrawal mode on day
two, Hutson managed to
catch four bass weighing
11.15 to solidify his first
pro division title victory.
His two-day total weight
of 28.60 pounds earned
him $12,500 cash and
a Hummingbird Wide
Vision LCR. Hutson
claimed the win by find-
ing a concentration of bass
in the White River arm
of Table Rock and using
jerk-baits to entice the
nine bass to bite. The local
fisherman accepted his
first place prize in front
of camera crews filming
for the “Fishin’ Magazine”
television series that airs
on Prime Sports Network.
Hutson told his audience
that diligence and perse-
verance were the keys to
success. “I stayed in the
same area both days, and
literally wore out the spots
I had found,” Hutson
said. “T just kept throwing
the stickbait and literally
never gave up.” Another
local finisher in the pro
division was Mike Roller
of Purdy. Roller finished
eighth with 16.85 pounds.
He won $2,000 for his
efforts. Luck “E” Strike of
Cassville is one of Central
Pro-Am’s sponsors for

1996.

Scoobie is a gorgeous
German Shepherd mix. His
date of birth is Aug. 14,
2024. Scoobie is a hit with

and us humans agree that
he is a good-looking dude!
Scoobie is kind and very

gentle and rarely barks. He

not good with cats or live-
stock. He is house trained.
He will be a wonderful
new family member for a

complete an application

at www.havenoftheozarks.
org/adopt. No appointment
is needed. The Haven is

seven days a week. All
Haven of the Ozarks pets

vaccinations, and micro-
chipped. For more infor-
mation, people may email
havenozarksanctuary@
gmail.com, or call at 417-
835-3647. Contributed photo

our lady dogs in playgroups,

is good with other dogs, but

lucky adopter. Adopters can

open from 9 am. to 4 p.m.,

are fixed, up to date on their

Haven of the Ozarks Pet of the Wee

-
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DoNALD LEE

“DoN’’ COOPER
Donald Lee

“D On”
Cooper, 89 of Shell
Knob, Mo. passed away
Wednesday, March 11, at
his home.

He was born April 14,
1936 in Shell Knob, the son
of Arl and Ida (Whisman)
Cooper, who preceded him
in death.

Also preceding him in
death was his wife, Sonja
Sanders, and sister, Penny
Cooper Bailey.

Survivors include his
son, Russell Arl Cooper
of Shell Knob; daughter,
Julia Donetta Cooper
Riggs and husband John
of Blue Springs, Mo.; sis-
ter, Arlene Garland and
husband Sanford of Shell
Knob; six grandchildren
and three great grandchil-
dren.

He graduated from
Cassville High School
with the Class of 1954 and
went on to proudly serve
his country in the United
States Navy. After his mil-
itary service, he devoted
28 years to protecting and
servingothers as a firefight-
er with the North Kansas

City Fire Department
until his retirement. While
working as a firefighter, he
also ran his own business
pouring concrete, as well
as helping his mom run
her farm whenever time
would allow.

After retirement from
North Kansas City Fire
Department, he moved
back to Shell Knob and
became a full-time cattle
farmer. He was a member
of Lohmer Full Gospel.

Services were held
Monday, March 16, 2026
at Lohmer Full Gospel in
Shell Knob. Pastor David
Donaldson conducted the
services. Burial with mili-
tary honors was at Painter
Cemetery in Shell Knob,
Mo.

Fonn Funerar Home
Cassville, Missouri
417-847-2141

Visit www.fohnfuneralhome.com
for online obituaries, guestbooks

and private condolences

PATRICIA KAREN
“Partr’’ DOYLE

Patricia Karen “Patti”
Doyle, 75, of Branson,

WHITE FUNERAL HOME
AND CREMATORY

196 Sale Barn Rd., Cassville, MO » 417-847-8400

Crematory on site

To view obituaries, go to
www.whitefuneralhome.org

Monett

DAVISON
Apgela Lynn
\111(']. 23, 1993
Oct. "(, 2003
Beloved Daughter of

panny and Sharyn

Mo., passed away on
Wednesday, March 11,
2026, surrounded by fam-
ily after enduring multiple
health issues.

She was born in
Torrance, Calif.,, on
November 10, 1950, to
Hubert & Edith Alford,
who preceded her in
death.

Also preceding her in
death was her brother,
Mike Alford.

Survivors include her
son, Michael Doyle and
wife Amy; siblings, Janet
Duryea, Tim Alford,
and Lynda Arnett; four
grandchildren, and many
friends who loved her
dearly.

She dedicated her life
to her son, her joy was
found in cruising with
him and his wife. She was
a loving mother and sis-
ter known for her great
ideas, her unique sense
of humor, crafty projects
and her love of cruising.

She enjoyed her career
in California where she
worked in the account-
ing field in aerospace
and computers. She also
enjoyed selling on eBay in
her later years.

No services are
scheduled at this time.
Cremation arrangements
are under direction of
Fohn Funeral Home in
Cassville.

Fonn Funerar Home
Cassville, Missouri
417-847-2141

Visit www.fohnfuneralhome.com
for online obituaries, guestbooks
and private condolences

RG EpMoONDSON

RG Edmondson, age
92 of Cassville, Missouri,
passed away March
14, 2026, in Wheaton,
Missouri. Visitation will
be held Tuesday, March
24, 2026, from 5:00 pm
to 8 pm at White Funeral
Home and Crematory. A
graveside will be held
Wednesday, March 25,
2026, at 1:00 pm at Oak
Hill Cemetery.

Other Convenient Locations

201 West Broadway
(417) 235-3444
1-800-346-9879

Aurora
Monett

1-800-346-9877
1-800-346-9879

Springfield 1-800-346-9875

& selected representatives
throughout the Ozarks

* The #1 Choice of area families
* Custom Design by our Artist

* Serving the Ozarks since 1954
* Ship Anywhere in the U.S.

* Recommended by Cemetery

Officials

* Missouri's Largest

* Quality granite and bronze

* Complete written quarantee

* Solid Permanent Foundations

* Personalized design and lettering

Wommack

ok el e G

Monument Company

White Funeral Home

and Crematory
Online condolences and webcasting
of the funeral services may be found
ar www.whitefuneralhome.org

417-847-8100 or 417-858-8400

CHLOE GIBBONS

Chloe Gibbons, 92, of
Shell Knob, Mo., passed
away Thursday, March
12, 2026, at her home,
surrounded by her loving
family.

She was born
September 16, 1933, in
Cape Girardeau, Mo., to
Elmore and Neva (Ford)
Kassel, who preceded her
in death.

Also preceding her in
death by her husband,
John E. Gibbons, and one
brother EW Kassel.

She was a member
of Central Community
Methodist Church in Shell
Knob.

She was a retired
schoolteacher and a for-
mer resort owner.

She participated
in many solar car rac-
es across America, and
helped handle the fish at
the Homer Sloan Bass
Tournament, danced with
the Table Rockettes line
dancers, and worked the
boat shows for the Shell
Knob Chamber for many
years.

Survivors include three
sons, Dirk Dietz and his
wife Janice of O’Fallon,
Mo., Drew Dietz and his
wife Melinda of Jackson,
Mo., and Drake Dietz
and his wife Denise of
Bloomington, Minn.; six
grandchildren; seven great
grandchildren; and one
sister, Ruth Jean Lange of
Jackson, Mo.

A Celebration of Life
will be held Saturday,
March 21, 2026, at Central
Community United
Methodist Church in Shell
Knob, Mo. at 4:00 pm
with Pastor Bill Kenagy. A
visitation will be held one
hour prior to service.

Memorials may be
made to the United

Methodist Church Food
Pantry in Shell Knob and
entrusted to White Funeral
Home and Crematory.

Arrangements are
under the direction of
White Funeral Home and
Crematory in Cassville,
Mo.

White Funeral Home

and Crematory
Online condolences and webcasting
of the funeral services may be found
at www.whitefuneralhome.org

417-847-8100 or 417-858-8400

WILLIAM
“EUGENE”’ HAASE

William “Eugene”
Haase, 67, of Wheaton,
Mo. passed away Monday,
March 9, 2026 at hishome.

He was born September
26, 1958 in Joplin, Mo.,
the son of William Andrew
and Waunetta (Endicott)
Haase, who preceded him
in death.

Also preceding him in
death was his wife, Doris
Pierce; daughter, Chasity
Donica; grandsons, Chevy
Babb and Allen Donica;
brothers, Ed, Donnie, J.D.,
Danny, and Charles and
sisters, Barbara, Doris, Pat,
and Alice.

Survivors include
his sons, Andy Haase of
Wheaton, Luke Haase of
Wheaton and Cody Haase
and Nancy of Wheaton;
daughters, Melissa
Hunsaker and Leland of
Pryor, Okla., Kim Crow
and Daniel of Pryor, OKla.,
Sam Babb and Ben of
Cassville and Nikki Haase
of Wheaton; 13 grandchil-
dren and two great grand-
children.

He attended school in
McDonald County, Mo.
He owned and operated
Haase Masonry for 30
years and took great pride
in his work.

Services will be held
at 2:00 P.M. Wednesday,
March 18, 2026 at
McQueen Funeral Home
in Wheaton. Pastor Hap
Anders will conduct the

Sabnnu dfe)Exeterkel
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www:whitefuneralhome'org

/285628400

services. Burial will be at
Muncie Chapel Cemetery
in Wheaton, Mo.

The family will receive
friends from 12:00
P.M. until service time
Wednesday at McQueen
Funeral Home in Wheaton.

Contributions  may
be made to the family in
memory of Eugene.

McQueen Funerar Home

Wheaton, Missouri
417-652-7268

Visit www.fohnfuneralhome.com
for online obituaries, guestbooks
and private condolences

STANDARD PAYNE

“STAN”’ NELSON

Standard Payne “Stan”
Nelson, 83, of Seligman,
Mo. passed away Saturday,
March 7, 2026 at Cox
Medical Center Branson in
Branson, Mo.

He was born August 28,
1942 in Louisville, Ky., the
son of Noah and Dorothy
Nelson, who preceded him
in death.

Also preceding him
in death was his wife,
Betty Nelson; son, Robert
Nelson, and stepson, Mike
O’Conner.

Survivors include
his adopted daughter,
Andrea Evans; stepdaugh-
ter, Marla Nelson; step
daughter-in-law, Rosiris
O’Conner and step grand-
son, Michael O’Conner, Jr.
and numerous other fami-
ly and friends.

He attended school in
Anderson, Mo., graduat-
ing from Anderson High
School. Following gradu-
ation, he proudly served
in the United States Navy
from 1960 until 1963 when
he was honorably dis-
charged. After returning
home, he found his calling
as an over-the-road truck
driver, a career he dedi-
cated 42 years to before
retiring. In addition to his
work on the road, Stan also
served as a safety driving
instructor, sharing his
knowledge and experience
with others.

Private services will
be held at a later date.
Cremation arrangements
are under direction of
Fohn Funeral Home in
Cassville.

Fonn Funerar Home
Cassville, Missouri
417-847-2141

Visit www.fohnfuneralhome.com
for online obituaries, guestbooks
and private condolences

CONTINUED ON PAGE 7A
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ETHAN JOE
OWENS

Ethan Joe Owens, 21, of
Aurora, Mo., passed away
Thursday, March 12, 2026
at his home.

He was born April 26,
2004 in Aurora, Mo. the
son of Denny and Patricia
Joanne (Brown) Owens,
who survive.

Also surviving are his
brothers, Denny Owens
of Greenfield, Daniel
Castaneda of Monett,
Jacob Castaneda of
Aurora, Shilo Owens of
Aurora, Luize Castaneda
of Monett, Alfrado Perez of
Reeds Spring, and Brady
Forrester of Reeds Spring;
sister, Mya Owens and
fiancé Kemperton Collins
of Aurora; niece, Olivia
Collins of Aurora and sev-
eral aunts, uncles, cousins
and other extended family.

He grew up and attend-
ed school in Aurora.
He was employed by
PlayPower, Incorporated
in Monett, Mo. He was a
member of Pleasant Ridge
Baptist Church.

A celebration of life
will be held at 1:00 P.M.
Saturday, April 11, 2026
at Pleasant Ridge Baptist
Church in Verona, Mo..
Brother Tony Martin
will conduct the service.
Cremation arrangements
are under direction of Fohn
Funeral Home in Cassville.

Fonn Funerar HoMe
Cassville, Missouri
417-847-2141

Visit www.fohnfuneralhome.com
for online obituaries, guestbooks
and private condolences

SABRINA REED

Sabrina Reed of Exeter,
Mo., passed away Monday,

March 9, 2026.

Sabrina was born on
December 23, 1979, in
Springfield, Mo., to Randy
and Brenda (Periman)
Swearingen.

She was preceded in
death by her father, Randy
Swearingen; her grandpar-
ents, Cotton and Bonnie
Periman, and Dayton and
Barbara Swearingen; her
uncle, Rick Swearingen;
and her aunt, Teresa
Addison.

Survivors include her
husband, Jerry Reed of the
home; one son, Jeremiah
Reed of Exeter, Mo.; one
daughter, Destiny Reed of
Exeter, Mo.; three step-
sons, Chris Stogdill and
wife Tamara of Longview,
Mo., Jonathon Reed and
wife Amber of Cassville,
Mo., and James Reed and
wife Sarah of Cassville,
Mo.; her mother, Brenda
Swearingen; and one sis-
ter, April Ash.

A celebration of life
was held Friday, March
13, 2026, at 1:00 pm at
White Funeral Home and
Crematory with Brother
Darrel Merriman officiat-
ing.

Memorials may be
made to the children and
entrusted to White Funeral
Home and Crematory.

Arrangements are
under the direction of
White Funeral Home and

Crematory.

White Funeral Home

and Crematory
Online condolences and webcasting
of the funeral services may be found
ar www.whitefuneralhome.org

417-847-8100 or 417-858-8400

CHARLES EVERTT

“CHUCK” SHAW

Charles Evertt “Chuck”
Shaw, passed away on
Wednesday, March 11,
2026, in Cassville.

He was born March
10, 1941, to Mildred E.
(Barnes) Shaw, and Evertt
R. Shaw in Bassett Neb.,
who preceded him in
death.

Also preceding him in
death were his sisters, Joan
and husband Lloyd Vogt of
Elmwood, Neb., and Jean
and husband Bob Mason
of Cheyenne, Wyo.

Prevouis weeks’ obits are online at: cassville-democrat.com/category/obituaries

Survivors include his
wife, Ann; son, Tim and
wife Penni of Bassett; son,
Tom and wife Angie of
Memphis, Tenn.; daugh-
ter, Wendy and husband
Tim of Bassett; daughter,
Connie and husband Chad
of Cassville; daughter, Kari
of Bentonville, Ark.; broth-
er-in-law, Rex Schubert
and his wife Cindy of Bella
Vista, Ark.; 14 grand-
children and eight great
grandchildren.

He was raised on the
family ranch southeast of
Bassett, and he attended
the one room school at
Sybrant District 77 through
eighth grade and then
attended Rock County
High School in Bassett,
graduating with the class
of 1959. In high school he
was active in sports and
very active in the Future
Farmers of America
attaining the State Farmer
Degree in 1959 and the
American Farmer Degree
in 1961.

He was a fourth-gen-
eration rancher in Neb.,
until his retirement in
2019. During his lifetime
he was active in many
organizations including
the KBR Rural Public
Power Board for 50+
years, Newport Volunteer
Fire Department, Valley
Grove Community
Church Board, Sybrant

Community Church
Board, Rock County Farm
Bureau, Sandhills Cattle
Association Board, and
Steer Incorporated.

He was very active in
the church in many capaci-
ties including Youth Group
Leader, Morning Worship
Leader, and Sunday School
Teacher.

He enjoyed many
friends and organizations
in Cassville, Missouri
including the First Baptist
Church, Cassville Car Club,
and the Cassville Senior
Center.

Graveside  services
will be held at 2:00 P.M.
Thursday, March 19,
2026, at Bassett Memorial
Park Cemetery in Bassett,
Nebraska, under direction
of Hoch Funeral Home
in Bassett. Pastor Joel
Wentworth will conduct
the service.

The family will receive
friends from 10:00 AM.
until 12:00 P.M. Saturday,
March 14, 2026 at Fohn
Funeral Home in Cassville.

In lieu of flowers the
family wishes memorials
to be made to the Sybrant
Community Church or
STEER, Incorporated in
memory of Chuck.

Fonn Funerar HoMme
Cassville, Missouri
417-847-2141

Visit www.fohnfuneralhome.com
for online obituaries, guestbooks
and private condolences

The Cassville Area
Chamber of Commerce
was honored to cele-
brate a new brick-and-
mortar location with a
special ribbon cutting
surrounded by board
members, volunteers,
community partners, and
supporters who believe
in their mission. “Having
a permanent location
marks an exciting new
chapter — one that
allows them to expand
services, increase acces-
sibility, and better serve
those in need. This mile-
stone is more than just
a hew building — it's a
symbol of growth, part-
nership, and a continued
commitment to caring
for our neighbors,” a
Chamber press release
said. Front row, from left:
Danny Boyd, Fran Boyd,
Kiley Stringer, Teresa
Phillips, Dean Ferguson,
Cheryl Williams and
Kevin Phillips. Contributed
photo

Purdy Council considering new deposit rules

Contract
awarded to
reroof current

city hall

BY MURRAY BISHOFF
Special to the Cassville Democrat

The Purdy City Council
discussed a revision
to city ordinances that
raised concerns during
the monthly meeting on
March 11.

City Attorney Toni
Hendricks followed up
on the February dis-
cussion about return-
ing deposits for utilities
after 12 months. Current
practice, contrary to the
written ordinance, had
the city applying deposits
to ongoing billing, rather
than holding the mon-
ey or issuing a refund.
Hendricks said the best
practice would be to
return deposits outright
rather than hold them
and pay interest on the
amount. Hendricks pro-
posed putting depos-
its into a separate bank
account.

The city’s practice has
been to charge a deposit
of $180 for utilities, but
those customers who
have bad credit or a track
record of not paying bills
are charged $280. This
went into effect after
Hendricks encouraged
the city against charging
renters as a group a dif-

ferent deposit amount
than homeowners. Mayor
Brian Bowers noted
homeowners seldom fail
to pay their bills, and pub-
lic works foreman Kevin
Cook, who disconnects
overdue customers, said
those who fail to pay their
bills are “the same peo-
ple” repeatedly.

To address the sit-
uation more directly,
Hendricks recommended
charging a new depos-
it of $280 to customers
who don’t pay their bills,
in addition to the $100
reconnect fee.

While council mem-
bers and City Clerk Sasha
Gomez generally liked
the idea, none were sure
exactly how Utilities
Clerk Teri Garrison was
handling such situations.
Hendricks said there were
no written guidelines
for Garrison, or for how
someone else could do her
job if she was absent.

Council members
decided to hold a work-
shop with Garrison pri-
or to the April 8 month-
ly council meeting. That
session, Hendricks said,
should clarify procedures
and lead to consensus on
whether the higher cost
of an additional deposit is
the proper course to take.

The city has until May
tomake changes to the city
code, undergoing codifi-
cation by an outside firm,
before the new version
goes online for the first

time. Hendricks said the
new e-code will be more
user-friendly, offering the
ability to access multiple
ordinances referring to
the same topic at the push
of a button. Hendricks
has spoken repeated-
ly about ordinances that
have disappeared or rules
that popped up in dif-
ferent versions that the
latest editing effort has
addressed.

One such change came
up last month when, as
the city looked at revising
the livestock ordinance
to allow chickens, Police
Chief Jackie Lowe had a
top number of five in his
marching orders, while
another ordinance set
the number at 20. This
month, Hendricks and
Lowe agreed on the num-
ber of 20. City regulations
continue to ban other
livestock, including cattle
and goats.

In council action,
aldermen approved a bid
to replace the roof on the
city hall building, erect-

ed in the mid-1970s as
a community building
and library branch. Cook
reported, “It only leaks
when it rains.” The roof
appears to have the gut-
ters, which have “rusted
out,” molded into the met-
al roofing. Remodeling
done six years ago when
the city offices moved
addressed some issues,
but there remained cook-
ing vents from the kitch-
en not connected to any-
thing, and uncertainty
about where any of the
venting goes.

After reviewing five
bids, council members
approved a bid from Like
Father Like Son Roofing
and Construction of
Purdy for $13,128 for a
metal roof. Cook spoke
well of several bidders.
Others started at $26,000
and up. The difference,
Gomez explained, was
Like Father Like Son
has their own machinery
to cut metal roofs to fit,
rather than buying metal
sections from a supplier.

All the bidders offered
10-year warranties. Work
was expected to start
within two months.
Council members
also approved a bid from
WordPress Hosting to
manage a new website
for the city. Discussion
in February raised con-
cerns about the city deal-
ing with a website that
met compliance with
the Americans with
Disabilities Act. Gomez
reported speaking to both
the Missouri Municipal
League and the director of
the GO CAPS program in
Monett, whose students
were designing the web-
site. Both advised having
someone other than the
city manage the website,
as that was becoming
standard practice. Cost
was $1,011.08. The web-
site itself is still under
construction and should
be finished by the end of
the current school year.
In department reports,
Cook reported general-

ly normal activity for a
February. He noted help-
ing the school district dig
a ditch for their batting
cages to avoid puncturing
a water main right below
it. Several applications
have been received for an
open public works posi-
tion. Water efficiency for
the month was 79 per-
cent.

Chief Lowe reported
more dog problems, issu-
ing a fifth offense to one
owner for repeatedly fail-
ing to secure dogs. In one
incident, a sheriff’s depu-
ty had to use a taser on an
attacking dog.

Lowe responded to
three suicide attempts
by the same party at the
Autumn Woods apart-
ments. On Feb. 23, Lowe
made a well-being check
on a resident on the util-
ity shut-off list. With help
from the fire department,
he found the property
owner deceased and an
emaciated dog inside. The
coroner indicated the res-
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WHEATON SCHOOL BOARD

Publisher’s note: The following Q&As represent the candidates’ views
verbatim, as submitted via email in response to our questions, and
have not been edited. The election will be held April 7, with voters

allowed to select three of the six candidates. The top three vote-

getters will be elected. - KT

'VOTE

COUNTS

1. Why do you want to
win this position?
Having grown up in this
community, I have a deep
connection to Wheaton
and the School. I feel it is
important to advocate for
public education and the
needs for the students in
our district. I believe serv-
ing on the school board is
an important way to serve
our students and commu-

mty.

2. If elected, what is your
number one goal on the
school board?

If re-elected, my goal
would be to continue

to work with the other
board members through
governance by policy and
budgeting oversight, and
Superintendent oversight.

3. What areas of the
school district do you
think need improvement?
I think the ever changing
funding debate for public
education puts us in a
position of financial uncer-
tainty from year to year.
Having a Superintendent
who keeps the board
informed of state and fed-
eral funding, along with
the budgetary constraints
that places us in, is one

of the most important
areas in which the board
deals. Financial health

of the district touches all
corners of the school and
any improvement is always

needed.

4. What capital projects

Lewis Royer
AGE: 49

CURRENT OCCUPATION: CATTLE PRODUCER

PAST EXPERIENCE: BROILER MANAGER, TYSON FOODS;
SALES MANAGER, QC SUPPLY

EDUCATION: B.S. ANIMAL SCIENCE, MISSOURI STATE

UNIVERSITY

do you believe the dis-
trict should pursue?

We have some existing
infrastructure items such
as heat and air units that
are on a proposed sched-
ule to start replacing due
to age causing expensive
repairs and obsolete parts.
Also, there is one more
roof replacement that is
needed. I think keeping
facilities up to date and in
good repair is ever ongoing
and is another focus of the
administration and school

board.
5. What do you feel

is most important for
raising the quality of
education provided by
Wheaton schools?

I think the easy answer

is more money to attract
teaching talent, develop-
ment and retention, but
when that is maximized to
the ability of the district,
I think we have to have a
safe educational environ-
ment and strong culture
of community inside the
school. This being led by
strong administrators and
supported by the school
board. GO BULLDOGS!

1. Why do you want to
win this position?

I want to win this school
board position because 1
care deeply about the future
of our school and the fam-
ilies in our community.

As a parent and a proud
alumni of this district,
understand the importance
of having a strong school
with solid leadership. Our
teachers deserve support,
our students deserve every
opportunity to succeed, and
our parents deserve to have
their voices heard. I want to
serve on the board to help
make thoughtful decisions
that keep students first,
support the teachers in our
classrooms, and strengthen
the connection between our
school and our community.
This isn’t about a title for
me—it’s about giving back
to the district that helped
shape me and working to
ensure the next generation
of students has the same
opportunities to learn, grow,
and succeed.

2. If elected, what is your
number one goal on the
school board?

If elected, my number one
goal is to keep students at
the center of every decision
the board makes. That
means supporting our
teachers so they have the
resources they need in the
classroom, focusing on
strong academic outcomes,
and making sure our schools
continue to prepare students
not just for graduation, but
for life. I also believe it’s
important that parents and
community members feel
heard and involved. When
the school, families, and
teachers work together, stu-
dents have the best chance
to succeed. My goal is to
help strengthen that partner-
ship while always keeping
the focus on what’s best for

our kids.

3. What areas of the school
district do you think need
improvement?

Our district has many
strengths, including dedi-
cated teachers, supportive
families, and a community
that cares deeply about our
school. One area where I
believe we can continue to
improve is communication
and collaboration between
the district, parents, and

Nikki Alle

AGE: 40

CURRENT OCCUPATION: SELF EMPLOYED/FARMER
PAST EXPERIENCE: NO PAST EXPERIENCE ON THE

SCHOOL BOARD

EDUCATION: GRADUATED FROM WHEATON HIGH SCHOOL

IN 2003

the community, while also
focusing on teacher reten-
tion. Our teachers play a
critical role in student suc-
cess, and supporting them
helps create stability in our
classrooms. When teachers
feel supported and valued,
they are more likely to stay
and continue investing in
our students and our com-
munity. Strengthening com-
munication and continuing
to support and retain quality
teachers will help ensure our
district remains strong and
continues moving in a posi-
tive direction.

4. What capital projects
do you believe the district
should pursue?

When considering capital
projects, my priority would
be making sure our existing
school facilities are safe, well
maintained, and able to
support a strong learning
environment for students
and teachers. Before pur-
suing large new projects, 1
believe it is important for
the board to carefully eval-
uate the condition of our
current buildings, address
necessary maintenance, and
ensure classrooms have the
resources and infrastruc-
ture they need to support
learning, This includes
things like building safety,
updated facilities, updated
security system and spaces
that support both academics

and student activities. Any
capital project should be
approached responsibly,
with transparency and input
from the community, to
make sure we are making
decisions that benefit stu-
dents while being good
stewards of taxpayer dollars.

5. What do you feel is
most important for raising
the quality of education
provided by Wheaton
schools?

I believe the most important
factor in raising the quality
of education in Wheaton
Schools is supporting and
retaining strong teachers
while keeping students at
the center of every decision.
Great teachers are the foun-
dation of a strong education
system. When educators feel
supported, valued, and have
the resources they need in
the classroom, they are bet-
ter able to help students suc-
ceed. Focusing on teacher
retention and classroom sup-
port helps create consistency
and stronger learning envi-
ronments for students. It is
also important to maintain
high academic expectations
while supporting oppor-
tunities that help students
grow both in and out of the
classroom. When teachers,
families, and the community
work together, it creates a
stronger school system that
benefits every stude.

1. Why do you want to
win this position?

I want to win this posi-
tion because the Wheaton
community and school are
important to me. [ am a
Wheaton Alumni, as are my
parents and grandparents.

I feel as though I received

a good education that pre-
pared me for the next steps
in my life and professional
career. | want to ensure the
same is the case for my kids
and generations to follow. I
have two children in school
district currently in 4th and
1st grade as well as a 3-year-
old, so I am committed to
the future of our school and
community.

2. If elected, what is your
number one goal on the
school board?

I really just want to be more
involved with our school at
a higher level. I would say
that my number one goal is
to be committed to continu-
ous improvement and creat-
ing additional opportunities
for our students as much

as possible to keep up the
pace of some of the larger
schools in our area. There
are several major items going
through legislature right
now that will not benefit
smaller schools such as open
enrollment. We need to
have activities and options
for students and staff alike
that will make Wheaton a
place that is appealing to

work and stay.

3. What areas of the school
district do you think need
improvement?

Something that really

stuck out to me regarding
our new superintendent

for the upcoming school

Elizabeth Goetz

AGE: 33

CURRENT OCCUPATION: NURSE PRACTITIONER
PAST EXPERIENCE: NO PREVIOUS SCHOOL BOARD EXPE-

RIENCE

EDUCATION: MASTER’S OF SCIENCE IN NURSING-FAMILY

NURSE PRACTITIONER

year is teacher retention.
Her doctoral dissertation
was in teacher retention.

I think that being able to
build anything successful
comes from the continuity
of relationships. The same

is true for healthcare. I feel
that as a board member it is
important to be able to hear
the voices of the teachers
and staff and see what needs
they feel arise. I hope to
encourage a culture of team-
work on the board as well as
in the school between staff
members.

4. What capital projects

do you believe the district
should pursue?

I would love to see Wheaton
have a new gym; however,

I don’t think that we are
monetarily equipped to do
this right now. The biggest
issue at hand is the passing
of the new bond issue that
will also be on the April
7th ballot. This will heavily
influence the future of our
school.

5. What do you feel is
most important for raising
the quality of education
provided by Wheaton
schools?

Again, I feel as though
teacher retention is import-
ant as well as cultivating an
environment where staff feel
safe, heard, and supported
is important. Everyone per-
forms better when they feel
appreciated and supported!

1. Why do you want to
win this position?

I want to win this posi-
tion to be able to help the
Wheaton School District
to look to the future with
the best interest of the
students and faculty alike
in mind while providing a
safe and comfortable envi-
ronment for our children
to further their education.

2. If elected, what is your
number one goal on the
school board?

My number one goal

if elected to the school
board will be to focus on
the retention of our val-
ued Educators as well to
help find ways to better
facilitate our Educators
with Advocate resources
to ensure our children are
given every opportunity to
receive the education they
deserve.

3. What areas of the
school district do you
think need improvement?
The area I feel the school
district needs to improve
in would be the support
and development of our
teaching staff. Focusing
on a balanced teacher /
student ratio to ensure
our children are receiving
the attention required to
promote their learning
process.

4. What capital projects
do you believe the dis-
trict should pursue?
Though I do believe

capital projects can and

Rodney Allen

AGE: 39

CURRENT OCCUPATION: MISSOURI DEPARTMENT OF

TRANSPORTATION

PAST EXPERIENCE: NO PREVIOUS EXPERIENCE WITH THE

SCHOOL BOARD

EDUCATION: GRADUATED FROM WHEATON HIGH SCHOOL

2004

do play a vital role in the
development and growth
of a school district, I
believe that with the previ-
ous and proposed budget
cuts our education system
has suffered, the attention
would be better utilized
with focus on our teachers
and supplying them with
the tools and resources
they need to educate

our students without the
added stress of funding
limitations suppressing
the availability of essential
supplies that should be

common nonissue items
within the classroom.

5. What do you feel

is most important for
raising the quality of
education provided by
Wheaton schools?

I believe the key to raising
the quality of education
stems from a supported,
well-equipped, qualified
educating staff with a
combined goal in mind to
provide an inclusive learn-
ing atmosphere for our

children.
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1. Why do you want to
win this position?

I've been a board member
for 12 years. I would like
to continue working to
make Wheaton school the
best it can be, to follow
through with projects in
progress, and to work to
maintain quality of edu-
cation for our students,
quality teachers, adminis-
tration and staff.

2. If elected, what is your
number one goal on the
school board?

I will work to be a voice
for proper, back to basics
education for our students
to succeed, and the finan-
cial stability to maintain
that.

3. What areas of the
school district do you
think need improve-
ment?

I think we are strong
throughout the district,
and you always want to
continue to improve.

4. What capital projects
do you believe the dis-
trict should pursue?
There have been several
capital projects of recent
years that ere much

needed and being fully

utilized by our students

il

| Tony BaII |

AGE: 70

CURRENT OCCUPATION: FUNERAL DIRECTOR

PAST EXPERIENCE: 12 YEARS ON THE WHEATON
SCHOOL BOARD, PASTOR, FUNERAL DIRECTOR, LABORER,
SUBSTITUTE TEACHER, COACH

EDUCATION: MASTER'S DEGREE

and community. There
is aging equipment that
will need to be replaced
and upgraded: HVAC,
roofing, watershed, play-
ground, etc.

5. What do you feel

is most important for
raising the quality of
education provided by

Wheaton schools?
Wheaton schools have
produced good quality
students that have gone on
to be productive citizens,
students and workers.

To continue to provide
the best for our students
requires proper and quality
curriculum, resources and
good long-term teachers.

1. Why do you want to
win this position?

To continue working

with, and supporting the
Superintendent, in main-
taining the financial stability
of the district along with
being a voice for the com-
munity.

2. If elected, what is your
number one goal on the
school board?

The role of a school board
member is to work with the
Superintendent to determine
the best, and most respon-
sible usage of the schools
funding to support the stu-
dents. This can be anything
from facilities, staffing or
educational needs.

3. What areas of the school
district do you think need
improvement?

We will always need to
continue updating, improv-
ing, and streamlining our
curriculum to ensure that
students are getting the best
education possible. Facility
improvements will always be
required as well.

4. What capital projects

do you believe the district
should pursue?

Over the past few years, we
have been able to build a
new cafeteria/tornado shelter
to help protect students

in inclement weather. We

Josh Kinnaman

AGE: 41

CURRENT OCCUPATION: CITY OF WHEATON UTILITIES

SUPERINTENDENT

PAST EXPERIENCE: 6 YEARS AS WHEATON SCHOOL

BOARD MEMBER

EDUCATION: WHEATON GRADUATE, AND MULTIPLE DIF-
FERENT KINDS OF CONTINUING EDUCATION

have also been able to add

a field house to help with
scheduling practices and
other community uses. Our
next projects would need to
be maintenance and upkeep
of our existing facilites.
Updating heating and cool-
ing, roofing; etc.

5. What do you feel is

most important for raising
the quality of education
provided by Wheaton
schools?

Teacher retainage and keep-
ing class sizes as small as
possible. This is not always
easy to do, especially in
small districts where we rely
heavily on state and federal
funding.

475 different
cultivars of
daffodils included
in Purdy project

BY SHEILA HARRIS

sheilaharrisads@gmail.com

Everything’s coming up
daffodils on a farm north of
McDowell and on a plot of
land in Purdy — the result
of a cooperative effort by
Barry County resident,
Gerry Wass, and a handful
of young gardeners from
the Purdy area.

Unseasonably  ear-
ly spring temperatures,
recently brought forth
a spectacular, blooming
show of the 475 different
cultivars of daffodils plant-
ed by the cooperative on a
two-year, rotating basis.

For Wass, raising daffo-
dils is a labor of love, one
that reconnects him with
his childhood and teen
years in Gloucester, Va.,
where he worked for The
Daffodil Mart, a 28-acre
flowering paradise near
the Chesapeake Bay.

“I started working
for Brent Heath and his
mother (then-owners of
the business), when I was
12 years old,” Wass said.
“I liked it so much, and it
was such a great part-time
job for a school kid, that I
worked there until I grad-
uated from high school.”

After Heath married
a woman named Becky,
the name of the business
changed, in later years, to
Brent and Becky’s Bulbs.
Along with the name
change, the business grew
to include not only daffodil
bulbs, but a wide array of
flowering bulbs of almost
any variety a person could
ask for.

Due to his early expo-
sure, daffodils have long
held a soft spot in Wass’s
heart. They've also pro-
vided an endless source
of fascination. When
he was young, the Royal
Horticultural — Society’s
Book of Registered
Daffodils was his go-to
choice of reading material.

“I studied it on work
breaks and carried it
around with me into the
fields,” Wass said.

The book, a standard

Gerry Wass
inspects the
daffodils that
bloomed on his
and his wife
Neal’s farm, north
of McDowell, in
April 2023. Since
then, Wass and
team members’
cooperative
daffodil project
has expanded

to include 475
different cultivars.
Sheila Harris/sheila-
harrisads@gmail.com

Ice Follies, a
popular daf-
fodil cultivar,
bloom in pro-
fusion at the
lot in Purdy
where Gerry
Wass and
fellow coop-
erative mem-
| bers grow

| daffodils for
a Virginia
bulb supplier.

| Sheila Harris/
sheilaharrisads@
gmail.com

Daffodlls from the heart

for research among grow-
ers, lists breeds of daffo-
dils that date back to the
1800s — most grown in
The Netherlands and the
British Isles, Wass said.

“They’re all descended
from wild species grown
in southern Europe and
across the Mediterranean
region,” he said.

After his high school
graduation, college and
career took Wass far from
Virginia, but the seeds
implanted at The Daffodil
Mart remained rooted
in his heart, where they
recently sprouted with
spectacular results.

Even though Wass
retired 10 years ago as a
Spanish teacher at Purdy
High School, he wasn’t
ready to put his feet up.

During his teach-
ing years, Wass and his
students initiated the
Purdy Recycling Project,
designed to involve willing
students and area adults in
a joint project for the bet-
terment of the community.
The recycling project is a
continuing effort, one that
recently marked its 20th
year.

“In its heyday, the recy-
cling center made good
money for the Purdy High
School Spanish Club,”
Wass said.

Last year, the recy-
cling project, for the first
time, achieved the ability
(through a legal worker’s
cooperative) to pay small
dividends to young mem-
bers in renumeration for
a portion of the labor they
donated.

Then, Wass said, prices
paid for recycled materials
dropped.

Undaunted, Wass
began looking for new
ways to involve communi-
ty members in the paying
cooperative project.

“We had pondered an
agricultural project for

years,” Wass said. "And,
we even tried a gardening
project that failed.”

Then, one day in 2018,
while tending the river
of daffodils he'd planted
down the sloping lawn in
front of his and his wife
Neal’s home north of
McDowell, Wass discov-
ered a “sport” — a natural
mutation — of a common

daffodll that mystlﬁed h1m

“By 2018, I'd grown
tired of trying to plant and
raise daffodils in rocky soil
for our personal enjoy-
ment, even though I still
loved them,” Wass said.
“Finding that sport invig-
orated me, gave me a new
direction.”

The following year,
Wass decided to begin con-
verting his and Neal’s riv-
er of flowers into straight
rows (yes, digging and
replanting was involved)
and call his field a “daffodil
farm.” He single-handedly
planted one row that year,
and two the next.

“In 2022, I hired some
willing students to help
me,” he said. “Somewhere
during that time, I real-
ized that I could become
a collector of the daffodil

bulbs that Brent and Becky
Heath had hybridized — a
keeper of their legacy.

“When Brent learned
that T wanted to pre-
serve their business’s
legacy, and saw evidence
that the bulbs I'd plant-
ed were growing well, he
and I started talking about
what it would take for me
to grow for them, and to
get Brent and Becky’s own
bulbs back on the market,
because many of them
were no longer commer-
cially available."

With hired student
labor lined up, Wass was
prepared to begin his daf-
fodil experiment on his and
Neal’s front lawn. Between
2022 and 2025, he made
four trips to Virginia to dig
many of Brent and Becky’s
bulbs from their collection
to replant in southwest
Missouri, to study their
growth and to talk to work-
ers about raising daffodils
for the co-op.

By 2025, Wass and
Brent Heath were ready to
share their idea with Becky

Barrett
Brownings put
on a show at
the lot in Purdy
where Gerry
Wass and
other coopera-
tive members
grow daffodils.
Sheila Harris/
sheilaharrisads@
gmail.com

Heath and her son and
daughter-in-law, who are
now partners in the flower-
ing bulb operation. When
they all met with Wass
and listened to his plan for
the preservation and pro-
motion of their heirloom
daffodil bulbs, Wass was
given the go-ahead, and
Becky stressed the impor-
tance of moving forward in
time to promote the bulbs
for the business’s 125th
anniversary in 2025.

From the one row of
daffodils Wass replanted
in 2019, the Wass daffodil
farm is now home to 21
rows, each 60-foot long,
Wass said. A rented, for-
merly-fallow plot of land in
Purdy plays host to anoth-
er 11 rows, each 80 feet in
length.

Each row is planted
with separate, carefully-la-
beled sections of some 475
different cultivars of daf-
fodils.

“Labeling the sections
and keeping the varieties
apart is tricky, especially in
the rocky soil,” said Wass,
who is able to distinguish
many, if not most, of the
cultivars by sight.

In early Spring, when
multi-hued daffodils burst
forth in riotous color, Neal
and Gerry enjoy the visu-
al rewards of the cooper-
ative’s fall planting while
sipping their morning cof-
fee.

Turning beauty into
monetary remuneration,
however, is a task that
requires much time spent
with a shovel and on one’s
knees. Wass is thankful for
the young cooperative par-
ticipants who are willing to
help with those endeavors.

“After the daffodils
bloom, we leave the bulbs
in the ground until May,
when the leaves start to
turn brown and die back,”
Wass said. “Then, we dig

those that have been in the
ground for two years and
allow them to dry in a cli-
mate-controlled environ-
ment until October.”

Wass has access to a
storage building he uses
for that purpose.

After the bulbs are dug,
cleaned and inspected
for quality, Becky Heath
decides which, and how
many, bulbs she’d like
to stock for prospective
sales. The bulbs are then
packaged and shipped to
Virginia.

In the fall, the cycle
begins again, when the
bulbs held in storage are
re-planted.

Among Wass’s current
475-cultivar  collection
are familiar names such
as Barrett Browning, Ice
Follies and Ceylon. He
recently registered his own
unique cultivar last year,
a sport that he named
‘Consent.’

“In the 1960s, there
were about 10,000 dif-
ferent types of daffodils,”
Wass said. “Now there are
over 32,000.”

As a collector, Wass
has a soft spot for culti-
vars registered between
1890-1924 by Great
Britain’s Reverend George
Engleheart and the mys-
terious Sarah Backhouse,
who developed many red-
cupped varieties and the
first pink daffodil.

Wass acquired many
of the bulbs in his daffo-
dil collection from The
Greater St. Louis Daffodil
Society, which hosts regu-
lar bulb exchanges.

Ceylon daffo-
dils soak up
| the sunset
at the lot in
Purdy where
Gerry Wass
and fellow
cooperative
members
grow daf-
fodils for a
Virginia bulb
supplier.
Sheila Harris/
sheilaharri-

sads@gmail.
com

All varieties of daffodils,
Wass said, are members
of the Narcissus fami-
ly. Jonquils are a specific
division of daffodils, while
Easter Lilies and Lent
Lilies are nicknames.

According to Wass,
most of the daffodils spot-
ted alongside country
roads where old homesites
once stood are the same
variety: a cultivar that
dates back to the Cherokee
Nation.

“Spanish explorers first
brought daffodil bulbs to
the US, to trade with the
Cherokee,” he said.

The bulbs spread from
there.

Wass’s cooperative daf-
fodil experiment is reaping
dividends.

“We made more money
selling bulbs last year than
what the recycling center
made by selling recycled
materials,” Wass said.

The cooperative divid-
ed the money made from
bulb sales among its mem-
bers, with each member’s
dividend based on the
logged time they put into
the project.

While Wass is pleased
with the financial compen-
sation the group received
in return for their labor,
Wass also gains satisfac-
tion from watching anoth-
er generation of young
growers developing the
love and know-how for
gardening that he learned
from his own mentors over
50 years ago.

No dollar amount can
be attached to that type of
lesson, he said.
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TH ROGERS

EMPLOYEE OWNERSHIP COMPANY

LUMBER COMPANY

407 E. HWY 248, Cassville, MO 65625
417-847-2123 - www.throgers.com

See us for your
cgardening and
home supplies!
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LADY WILDCATS
SOCCER

Returning: Seven starters, 10
letterwinners

Newcomers: Multiple freshmen
with club experience

More: Squad hopes to increase
offensive output after 12-goal
season in 2025

Sights set
on scoring

Cassville’s 7 returners,
newcomers hope to
up offensive

production
BY KYLE TROUTMAN

ktroutman@cassville-democrat.com

The Cassville girls soccer
team enters the 2026 season
with a strong returning core,
aiming to flip its offensive script
from a team that went 6-10-2
while scoring 12 total goals last
season.

Jake Forste, Cassville girls
soccer coach, said the squad
has seven starters and 10 letter-
winners returning to the Black
and Gold this spring.

“We've got position battles
up-and-down the roster, and I
can’t yet differentiate midfield-
ers from forwards,” Forste said.
“Junior Libby Corter has played
everywhere but goalkeeper
for us in her first two years.
She is really the queen on our
chess board; she can do every-
thing from close out wins as
a key defender, cover midfield
shifts as a featured playmaker,
or chase late-game goals as a
forward. While we're not quite
sure where shelll be featured
this spring, she is a leader and
key component for our team.”

Senior Tyra Sturgell cap-
tained the Lady Wildcats team
in 2025 and is a real warrior
in the midfield, Forste said.
“She has worked as a defen-
sive specialist in years past,
and has marked some of the
area’s toughest players,” he
said. “Wherever she slots in this
spring, she will be a coach on
the field for us. Junior Lydia
Cupps is a returning starter and
All-State cross country run-
ner. She has a high motor, her
distribution skills continue to
improve, and she looks great
with the ball on her foot this
spring.

“Junior Kayla Connolley has
been a key reserve and spot
starter for us in the past. She is
competing for a full-time role
in the attack this spring. She is
a fierce competitor and brings
some tenacity to our front six.
Junior Anabele Mills was an
active participant for us during
our offseason agenda, and con-
tinues to grow as a player and
team leader. We are hoping to
put her in the best position to
leverage her blazing speed as a
weapon.”

Newcomers will also feature
for Cassville this season in the
attacking third.

“Freshman Briley Artherton
is a club soccer kid and three-
sport athlete,” Forste said.
“While she will enter this sea-
son as a freshman, she is our
most physical player on the
team snad has as much soccer
experience as just about anyone
on our roster. We will look for
her to step in and be a contrib-
utor from day one this spring.
Raegan Doucet, also a fresh-
man, has been a featured player
on our SVSC club teams in the
past, along with Briley., even
spending last fall and spring
as the striker for our U15 co-ed
team. She has a strong nose for
the net and is looking to leave
her mark on the program.”

Defensively, Cassville will
rely on experience along the
back line.

“Senior Diana Arguelles
joined us as a sophomore
reserve and spot starter,” Forste
said. “As a junior, she played a
full-time role with the defense.
We will look to her to help lead
from the backfield this spring.
Sophomore Anna VanDerhoef
is a tough-as-nails wrestling kid
who emerged as our Defensive
Player of the Year as a fresh-
man last season. We are excited
to see what she can do in year
two.

“Junior Kendal Allison has
spent time at wide back and
center back in her first two
years,” Forste said. “She is look-
ing to feature with the defense

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8B

SPORTS

SECTION B

Publisher Kyle Troutman
417-847-2610
ktroutman@cassville-democrat.com

BULLDOGS FIND SUCCESS IN YOUTH

W‘s

Wheaton senior Richard Hnin pulls in a rebound during action at the Southwest Holiday Tournament this season. Kyle Troutman/

ktroutman@cassville-democrat.com

Strides forward made with
3 underclassmen starting

BY KYLE TROUTMAN
ktroutman@cassville-democrat.com

Experience gained and improvements made over the
course of the season have the Wheaton basketball program
looking forward with confidence.

Sean Crane, Wheaton boys basketball coach, said the
Bulldogs put together a 12-15 campaign, learning a lot along
the way.

“We made huge improvements this season,” he said.
“We played lots of young players that improved through-
out the season, and the team improved in all aspects.
Experience, though, will be most beneficial improvement.
We need to improve defensively going forward.”

Crane said three underclassmen started for Wheaton,
which put together back-to-back wins three times — includ-
ing a 63-61 overtime win over Golden City — as well as one
three-game streak, besting Thomas Jefferson, Northeast
Vernon County and Hurley in mid-January.

Crane said looking back on the campaign, the first win in
the three-game streak was a big one.

“Our win at Thomas Jefferson was huge win in our confer-
ence and program builder,” he said.

Helping build that program this year was senior Richard
Hnin.

“Richard was huge influence for us and battled through
injuries this season,” Crane said. “He was very important to
our programs improvements.”

Underclassmen, Crane said, will be key in 2027.

“They will continue to be a huge influence as we started
three underclassmen on varsity this past season,” he said.
“Injuries and sickness hurt the end of our season, but our
season as a whole was a huge success. We expect and want to
continue improvement for next season.”

Crane said the goals are already set to compete for district
and conference titles.

The Bulldogs’ season came to a close at the hands of neigh-
bor Exeter, a 59-56 loss in the Class 2, District 12 tournament.

crat.com

Wheaton sophomore David Cunglianthawng hooks a shot
toward the hoop during action at the Southwest Holiday
Tournament this season. Kyle Troutman/ ktroutman@cassville-demo-

7th-graders take Big 8 crown
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The Cassville Middle
School seventh-grade bas-
ketball team put together
a championship run in
the Big 8 Tournament,
defeating Monett,

47-10; Mt. Vernon, 39-12;
and McDonald County,
38-32 to finish the tour-
nament 3-0 and win the
title. “The team played
outstanding defense
throughout the tourna-
ment and finished con-
ference play undefeated,
ending the season with
an overall record of 14-3”
a press release said.
Contributed photo
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3/19-21 28th Annual Forsyth Tournament Away
3/26-28 Cassville Classic Home
4/2 Marionville Home 4:30 pm
4/3 Forsyth Away 4:30 pm
4/7 Crane Home 5:00 pm
4/9 Mt. Vernon Away 4:30 pm
4/11 Purdy Home 10:00 am
4/11 Hillcrest Home 2:00 pm
4/13 Logan-Rogersville Home 4:30 pm
4/14 Lamar Away 4:30 pm .
4/16 Monett Home 4:30 pm T‘['aCk and F leld
4/17-18 Pleasant Hill Baseball Tournament Away
4/21 East Newton Away 4:30 pm
4/23 Aurora Home 4:30 pm
4/24 Diamond Away 5:00 pm
28 McDonald Coun Home 4:30 pm
?‘;30 Nevada v Away 120 gm 3/26 Mustang Stampede Neutral
5/1 Hollister Home 4:30 pm 3/31 Diamond K Away 4300 pm
5/4 Clever Home 1:00 pm 4/6 Seneca Track Meet Away 4:00 pm
/ Seneca Home 4:20 bm 4/7 Monett Track Meet Away
9/ . 4:30Dp 4/9 Mt Vernon Track Meet Away 4:00 pm
5/7 Reeds Spring Away  4:30 pm 4/14 Clever Track Meet Away
5/11 Blue Eye Away 5:00 pm 4/16 East Newton Track Meet Away 4:00 pm
4/21 Cassville Wildcat Relays Home
4/30 Big 8 Conference Meet Away
5/9 District Track Meet Away
5/16 Sectional Track Meet Away
5/22-23 Class 3 State Track Meet Away

-

Boys Golf

3/17  Soccer Jamboree @ McDonald County Away
3/24 Lebanon Home 4:30 pm
3/26 New Covenant Academy Away 4:30 pm
3/28  Aurora Shootout Away
3/31  Monett Away 5:00 pm
4/2  Bolivar Away 4:30 pm ) L
4/6  Parkview Away 5:00 pm 3/26  Reeds Spring Invitational @ Ledgestone Away
4/7  McDonald County Home 5:00 pm 3/31  Monett o Home 11:00 am
4/9  Logan-Rogersville Away 4:30 pm 4/6  Joplin Invitational @ Twin Hills Away
4/13  New Heights Christian Home 4:30 pm 4/9  Cassville Invitational Home
4/14  Aurora Away 5:00 pm 4/16  Aurora o Away 4:00 pm
4 / 21 Monett Home 5:00 pm 4 / 16 Ozar k Tlger InVltatlonal L Away
4/28 McDonald County Away 5:00 pm 4/20  Carthage Abbiatti's BBQ Invitational ~ Neutral
5/4  Marshfield Home 1:00 pm 4/23 Willard Invitational @ Green Hills Away
5/5  Aurora Home 5:00 pm 4/28 Marshfield Invitational Neutral
5/7  Fair Grove Home 4:30 pm 4/30  Monett Tournament Away
5/11  Greenwood Away 5:00 pm 5/4  Big 8 Golf Tournament Away 9:00 am
entiily]  PLACE YOUR  |ggsecuriTy BANK T. Terry Willis PLACE YOUR
: . o M Mowing
Medicare, Medicaid AD HERE ' Serving the Cassville area Insurance, Inc. AD HERE
Accepted Call our office at www.shswmo.com 417-896-0261 ;;S;{ig;:“;f_’gi%; s 175%;5"};7 - Call our office at
417-847-2315 417-847-2610 to get L e Leaf mulching and more! www.willisinsured.com 417-847-261? to get
705 Main St., Cassville, MO 65625 started! FDI¢ WHEATON 2 Affordable pricing! 800-556-2393 started:

JOHN A. LEWRIGHT

903 Main St., Cassville
417-847-2177

For coverage of all our local
teams, and more, visit
www.cassville-democrat.com/
category/sports.

ktroutman@ca
com, or call

47-2610!

www.cassville-democrat.com/
category/sports.

? Email it to
lle-democrat.
com, or call 417-847-2610!

95 State Hwy 37, Cassville
(417) 847-2000
WWAW.CS.BANK

LG

3L

Enc

ocations to serve you

CassviLLE: 417-847-3200

LE Rock: 417-271-3200

SHELL KnoB: 417-858-3200

Law Office of
J. Michael Riehn

1

04 W. 7th Street

Cassville, MO 65625
417-847-1339

www.cassville-democrat.com/
category/sports.

Have a story idea? Email it to
ktroutman@cassville-democrat.

com, or call 417-847-2610!

PLACE YOUR
RD HERE

$11.50 per week!

Call our office at
417-847-2610 to get
started!

< o |
OF P READY-MIX oo ot al oo | MIENTEY T, BJC
teams, and more, visit teams, and more, visit o Q

Burl Mitchell, Agent
Cassville, MO 65625

(417) 847-3128

& Sports C&I- r\\l;l(c-llness «\
7
Z0pRr
907 Main St, Cassville
417-847-0388

1CE OF—

FIELDS

@7 ke

BLAKE FIELDS
ATTORNEY AT LAW

605 Main St., Cassville, MO
(417) 847-9999
email@blakefieldslaw.com

SECURITY INSURANCE AGENCY

AUTO - HOME
FARM « BUSINESS

417-847-8384
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CASSVILLE AREA DEVOTIONAL PAGE

This devotional and directory is made possible by these businesses who encourage all to attend worship services.

BIBLE VERSE:

“As God'’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with compassion,

kindness, humility, gentleness and patience.’
— COLOSSIANS 3:12

CHURCH DIRECTORY

U

ANGLIC AN 602 West. St., Cassville Rt. 1, Box 931, Exeter Hwy. 86, Golden NEW LIFE TEMPLE
847-2965 652-7884 2713134 Business Hwy. 37 N., Cassville
ST. MARY MAGDALENE FIRST BAPTIST ROARING RIVER BAPTIST SPIRITUAL STREAMS 847:3106
205 Commercial St., Exeter Wheaton HC #881 - Hwy. 86, Eagle Rock FELLOWSHIP GRACE POINT FELLOWSHIP
8352102 FIRST SOUTHERN BAPTIST 2713142 Hwy. 112, Cassville Washburm Community Building
Exeter, 8355433 ROCK SPRINGS BAPTIST 8466339 4793662561
ASSEMBLY OF GOD FIRST SOUTHERN BAPTIST RR 1, Seligman; 8265770 NEW LIFE TABERNACLE
FRST ASSEMBLY OF GOD 104 W. Hwy. J, Golden SOLID ROCK SOUTHERN BAPTIST CHURCH 30755 State Hwy. 37, Seligman
Bus. R 37 N, Cassuillo 271:3605 Rt. 1, Exeter, 6523502 STEE!&&?E&&H 6620076
6718131 FIRST BAPTIST WASHBURN VICTORY BAPTIST CHURCH oy o THONAS s A4 Casuile
ASSEMIBLY OF GOD 2nd St Ncg)gggéngashbum Busmesss;g;;ég assille 8462155 PRESBYTERIAN
e B(gelszége temen GRACE BAPTIST CHURCH VIOLA BAPTIST T:'N'ZQPSEE:;TEL‘:QN
ASSEMBLY OF GOD 14970 FR. 1150, Cassville, Mo. Hwy. 39, Shell Knob LUTHERAN - 583000
Front & Pierce, Exeter GRACE COMMUNITY 8582597 COMMUNITY LUTHERAN WALDENSIAN PRESBYTERIAN
8354492 FELLOWSHIP WAYMARK CHURCH Hwy. 86, Eagle Rock 1 mi. S. of Monett
BRIDGEWAY ASSEMBLY OF GOD RO. Box 352, Shell Knob 2581 State Hwy 37 2714383 9353337
Hwy. 39 N., Shell Knob 8586868 2357466 PEACE LUTHERAN
8583770 GRACE SOUTHERN BAPTIST WHEATON FIRST BAPTIST N. Hwy. 39, Shell Knob
FIRST ASSEMBLY OF GOD 1/2 mi. off 248 Cfilme;z;j‘ggfo & 1150, Hwy. 86 2‘52“%’3;3\"’“9“0” 8583900 OTHER
assville; 2
209 Wﬁ; gggg Purdy HIS WAY FELLOWSHIP WHEATON SOUTHERN BAPTIST BHJEVFEEFEOFWU;::OSPEL
OK ASSEMBLY OF GOD Highway 62, 1 mi. N. of Garfield 11676 State Hwy. 86, Wheaton METHODIST 1t & South St., Washbum
6121 Hwy. 90, Washbum, Mo. 8479289 PO Box 175, 6523186 ALL FAITH UNITED METHODIST 8265875
737.9477. MINERAL SPRINGS BAPTIST Hwy. 86, Eagle Rock BLESSING HEIGHTS
RIDGLEY ASSEMIBLY OF GOD HC #64, Cassville; 8461115 CATHOLIC 2713737 WORSHIP CENTER
16544 FR 1027, Exeter MISSION SOUTHERN BAPTIST HoLY FAMILY PARISH CASSVILLE UNITED METHODIST 1107 Farm R, Cassville
8463513 RR 1, Washburn Tth & Gravel, Cassville 8474061
8265232 Hwy. 32532'22:‘2' Knob 8472308 CASSVILLE SDA
MT. OLIVE SOUTHERN BAPTIST UNITED METHODIST Old Exeter R, & Hwy. 37, Cassvill
BAPTIST FR. 2188, Cassville, 417-847-1245 ST. EDWARD PARISH Hwy. YY, Shell Knob 8473602
BETHLEHEM FREEWILL BAPTIST MT. ZION BAPTIST 107 1;117%5;55‘""6 8586707 BODY OF CHRIST
Jet. 76 & JJ Highway Hwy. 37 S., Washbum WASHBURN UNITED METHODIST Wheaton, 417-652-3709
Rocky Comfort 8265840 Washburn COMMUNITY FAITH CHAPEL
BIBLE BAPTIST NEW HOPE BAPTIST CHURCH OF CHRIST Comer of 1st and North, Washbum 13372 State Hwy. 248, Cassvile
Fasco Rd., Cassville 3 mi. W. of 37 on W Hwy. CASSVILLE CHURCH OF CHRIST WHEATON UNITED METHODIST 8474643
8474871 then 3/4 mi. N. to FR 1052, Exeter 404 State Hwy 248 Cassvile, MO, 65625 101 Santee St., Wheaton GOD'S HEALING CENTER
BUTTERFIELD FIRST BAPTIST 652:3885 Normal worship time, 10 am. 6523858 Seligman, 662:3118
10901 Walnut St., Butterfield OAK RIDGE 9165394708 EAGLE ROCK
4427887 MISSIONARY BAPTIST : - . COMMUNITY CHURCH
CALVARY BAPTIST CHURCH 16722 State Hwy. 248, Cassville cassn{lje;:g:rﬁg fg:r:lts.?m I'Am DAY WNTS Hwy. 86, Eagle Rock
CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST
Exeter, Mo. Pastor- 501-538-6261 Hwy. 90 E., Washbum OF LATTERDAY SAINTS 3420516
6651295 Local- 417-847-4597 8065890 Casslo Branch FIRST CHRISTIAN
CARR LANE SOUTHERN BAPTIST PLEASANT HILL BAPTIST CHURCH OF CHRIST Hwy. 39 N., Shell Knob
3426 County Farm Road
PO. Box 69, Eagle Rock RR 1, Box 1710, Washburn 39 Lake Rd., Shell Knob Sunday, 10 a.m 8588200
8705776025 4352319 5583530 7RG FIRST CHRISTIAN
CORINTH SOUTHERN BAPTIST PURDY FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF CHRIST Old Exeter Rd. & Hwy. 37, Cassville
AA Hwy., Cassville 3rd & Washington St., Purdy Goosetree Hwy. 86, Wheaton 8472460
847-4165 4427435 6523873 NAZARENE GOD'S HEALING CENTER
EMMANUEL SOUTHERN BAPTIST SHILOH BAPTIST CHURCH OF CHRIST CHURCH OF THE NAZARENE Seligman, 662-3118
821 Old Exeter Rd., Cassville Hwy. 248, Jenkins 1104 Mill St., Cassville Business Hwy. 37 N., Cassville LAKESIDE CHRISTIAN CHURCH
8473239 5746466 8470374 1176191498 22321 Oak Ridge Drive, Shell Knob
FIRST BAPTIST PROSPERITY BAPTIST CHURCH 2786674
Hwy. YY, Shell Knob Rocky Comfort OZARK CHRISTIAN CHURCH
8583496 PRAIRIE HILL BAPTIST CHURCH OF GOD PENTECOSTAL Hwy. 37, N. of Purdy
FIRST BAPTIST RR 1, Box 1956, Washbum LIGHTHOUSE PENTECOSTAL 4423361
117 W. Garber St., Fairview 8265158 APOSTOLIC FAITH Hwy. 86 & P St., Eagle Rock REAL LIFE WORSHIP CENTER
FIRST BAPTIST RIDGLEY BAPTIST CHURCH GOLDEN CHURCH OF GOD 2714929 709 W, 10th St., Cassville
Monett Plant

Monett, Mo.

417-236-3140

Supporting local
churches and our
Tyson chaplains.

Tyson

Tyson Foods, Inc.

Litfle Bears Lawn and Tree Care
- LANDSCAPING - LAND CLEARING - TREE REMOVAL - STUMF
Patrick Hostetler
Call for a free quote (Fully Insured)
370-654-2343 - Littlebearslawncare@gmailcom

34 Main St., Cassville ® wwwpizzahut.co
o= 417-847-5503

712 W. 10th St.
Cassville, MO 65625

417-847-1200

www.kenscollisioncenter.com

n’s Collis;j
Ke Center 'on

THE AREA’S FINEST COLLISION
REPAIR FACILITY

o = po—
facebook| @ | s

PLACE YOUR
AD HERE

$10.50 per week!
Call our office at 417-847-2610 to get started!

BARRY COUNTY
FARMERS COOP

Exeter, Mo.

417-835-3465

Propane « Farm Diesel « Feed - Fertilizer

Able2 Products Company

— Serving The Area Since 1972 —
Hwy. 248, Cassville, MO 65625
417-847-4791

Fohn Funeral Home

We are here to serve and help you in your time of need.

SERVING ALL FAITHS
Fohn, Cassville ~ McQueen, Wheaton

417-847-2141

PLACE YOUR
AD HERE

$10.50 per week!
Call our office at 417-847-2610 to get started!

T .,
TH ROGERS

EMPLOYEE OWNED

LUMBER COMPANY
417-847-2123
407 E. Hwy 248 ¢ Cassville, MO
www.throgers.com

Everybody likes clean!

Two convenient locations
to better serve you!
Across from Walmart
Supercenter

Old Exeter Rd. &
Hwy. 76/112

417-846-3711

THEEDISON COMPANY

808 Edison Rd., Cassville, MO 65625
417-846-0026
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CLASSIFIEDS/LEGALS

Cassville Democrat

SPECIAL NOTICE
IMPORTANT INFORMATION:
Please check your ad the first day of
publication. If it contains an error, report
it to the Cassville Democrat. Errors will
be corrected, and credit will be issued
for the first day of publications only.
The Cassville Democrat shall not be li-
able for any loss or expense that results
from the publication (whether published
correctly or not) or omission of an ad-
vertisement.

For RENT

FOR RENT: 2BR, IBA,
country  setting, close in
Cassville, $850 per month,
Seroius inquiriesd only. 417-
848-5556.

PETS

PUPPIES: 4 female Frenchies
for sale. 7 months old. $500
each. Call 316-519-6316.

Lost & Founp

LOST WALLET: If you find
a wallet belonging to Sandra
Molton, please call 417-346-
5226. Reward if all contents are
included.

MISCELLANEOUS

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT
OF BARRY COUNTY,
MISSOURI
AT CASSVILLE

IN RE:

SHARON
BERNARD

Case No.

26BR-DR00004

GRACE

PUBLICATION OF
NOTICE OF CHANGE OF
NAME

On the 4th day of March
2026, the Circuit Court of
Barry County, Missouri,
entered Judgment in

Case No.

26BR-DR00004,

changing the birth name
of Sharon Grace Davis to
Sharon Grace Bernard.

ELLIS, CUPPS, HERRIN
& SCHWARTZ

Cordelia F. Herrin

Cordelia F. Herrin — MO
Bar #42220

P. O. Box 276, Cassville,
MO 65625

(417) 847-2734;

Fax (417)847-5643

Attorney for Petitioner

Published in: Cassville
Democrat

Dates of
3/11/26,

3/18/26

& 3/25/26

1st insertion 03/11/26

9-11

Publication:

IN THE CIRCUIT
COURT OF BARRY
COUNTY, MISSOURI AT
CASSVILLE

CHRISTOPHER
MAST,

Petitioner,

REBECCA MORRIS,

Respondent.

Case No.

26BR-DR00033

LEE

NOTICE UPON ORDER
FOR SERVICE BY
PUBLICATION

The State of Missouri to:
REBECCA MORRIS

You are hereby notified
that an action has been
commenced against you in
the Circuit Court of Barry
County, Missouri, the object
and general nature of which
is Dissolution of Marriage.

The names of all the
parties to said suit are
stated above in the caption
hereof and the name and
address of the attorney for
Petitioner is:

J. MICHAEL RIEHN

104 W. 7 STREET

P. O. BOX 324

CASSVILLE, MO 65625

You are further notified
that, unless you file an
answer or other pleading
or otherwise appear and

defend against this action
within 45 days after 11th
day of MARCH 2026,
judgment by default will be
entered against you.

It is ordered that a
copy hereof be published
according to law in the
Cassville Democrat, a
newspaper of general
circulation published in the
County of Barry, State of
Missouri.

A true copy from the
record

Witness my hand and the
seal of the Circuit Court his
5th day of MARCH, 2026.

Craig Williams

CIRCUIT CLERK

BY KATIE CORREIA/DC

First publication:

MARCH 11, 2026

Second Publication:

MARCH 18, 2026

Third Publication:

MARCH 25, 2026

Fourth Publication:

APRIL 01, 2026

1st insertion 03/11/26

9-12

INVITATION TO BID
BARRY COUNTY BRIDGE
REPAIR BUNDLE

Sealed bids for the Barry
County Bridge Repair
Bundle will be received at:
Barry County Commission,
700 Main Street, Suite 2,
Cassville, MO 65625, until
10:00 A.M. (prevailing local
time) on the 9th day of April,
2026, at the office of the
Barry County Courthouse,
and at that time will be
publicly opened and read.
All bids shall be submitted
as a Hard Copy.

The  proposed  work
includes:

This  project includes
repairs to six bridges

throughout Barry County.

Work generally includes
placement of concrete
collars around existing
abutments, formed and
unformed substructure
repairs, installation  of
MoDOT Type 2 Rock
Blanket, construction of
retaining walls, clearing

bridge areas of debris, curb
repair, and box culvert slab
repair.

A digital copy of the
plans and specifications
may be purchased through
the office of Great River
Engineering (GRE), at 417-
886-7171 upon payment
of $75.00, which is not
refundable. All bidders must
purchase plans through
Great River Engineering
and be on the planholder list
in order to bid the project.

All labor used in the
construction of this public
improvement shall be paid
a wage no less than the
prevailing hourly rates of
wages of work of similar
character in this locality as
established by the Missouri
Department of Labor and
Industrial Relations (State
Wage Rate). This contract
requires payment of the
prevailing hourly rate of
wages for each craft or type
of work required to execute
the contract as determined
by the Missouri Department
of Labor and Industrial
Relations, and requires
adherence to a schedule
of minimum wages as
determined by the United
States  Department  of
Labor. For work performed
anywhere on this project,
the contractor and the
contractor’s subcontractors

shall pay the higher
of these two applicable
wage rates. The applicable
state wage rates for this
contract are detailed in
“Annual Wage Order 327,
that is attached to this
bidding document. These
supplemental bidding
documents have important

Autumn Woods

Senior Apartments

Hwy 37 & Lincoln Ave, Purdy, MO 65734

1 Bedroom Apts. Now Available!

Income Limits Apply
Rental Assistance Available
Laundry Facilities/Community Room
Resident Pays Only Electric

*Especially for Seniors 62 and Older or
Disabled Households Regardless of Age

FOR MORE DETAILS CALL:

OPRORTUNITY

417-442-3805
RELAY #711

“This institution is an equal opportunity
provider and employer.”

www.bellmanage.com

legal consequences. It shall
be conclusively presumed
that they are in the bidder’s
possession, and they have
been reviewed and used by
the bidder in the preparation
of any bid submitted on
this project. The Barry
County Commission
hereby notifies all bidders
that it will affirmatively
ensure that in any contract
entered into pursuant to this
advertisement, businesses
owned and controlled by
socially and economically
disadvantaged individuals
will  be afforded full
opportunity  to  submit
bids in response to this
invitation and will not be
discriminated against on
the grounds of race, color,
religion, creed, sex, age,
ancestry, or national origin
in consideration for an

award.
All  bidders must be
on MoDOT’s Qualified

Contractor List per Section
102.2 of the current
version of the Missouri
Standard Specifications for
Highway Construction. The
contractor  questionnaire
must be on file 7 days prior
to bid opening.

Contractors
contractors ~ who  sign
a contract to work on
public  works  projects
shall provide a 10-Hour
OSHA construction
safety program, or similar
program approved by the
Department of Labor and
Industrial Relations, to be
completed by their on-site
employees within sixty (60)
days of beginning work on
the construction project.

Acertified cashier’s check
or a bid bond in the amount
of 5% shall be submitted
with each proposal.

The Barry County
Commission reserves the
right to reject any or all bids.

The project will be
awarded to the lowest,
responsive, responsible
bidder.

The DBE Goal for this
project is 0%.

No 2ndtier subcontracting
will be allowed on this
project.

Only insertion 03/18/26
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and sub-

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT
OF BARRY COUNTY,
MISSOURI
AT CASSVILLE

Stuart Carson
Plaintiff
VS.

Linda Blakenship,
Her  unknown
spouses,
devisees,

assigns
Defendants
Case No
25BR-CC00028

heirs,
consorts
grantees and

NOTICE UPON ORDER
FOR SERVICE BY
PUBLICATION

Stuart Carson to Linda
Blakenship,

her  unknown
spouses, consorts,
sSuccessors, devisees,
grantees and assigns:

You are hereby notified
that an action has been
commenced against you
in the Circuit Court of the
County of Barry, Missouri,
the object and general
nature of which is Petition
for Quiet Title.

The names of all parties
to the said suit are stated
above in the caption hereof
and the name and address
of the attorney for Plaintiff is

James J. Randall, Jr.

405 Broadway,

P.O. Box 151,

Monett, MO 65708.

You are further notified

heirs,

that, unless you file an
answer or pleading or
shall otherwise appear

and defend against the
aforesaid petition  within
forty-five (45) days after the
18th day of March 2026,
judgment by default will be
rendered against you.

It is ordered that a
copy hereof be published
according to law in Cassville
Democrat, a newspaper
of  general circulation
published in the County of
Barry, Missouri.

Witness my hand and
seal of the Circuit Court,
State of Missouri, the 11th
day of March, 2026.

Craig Williams

CIRCUIT CLERK

By Kami Stanton

DEPUTY CLERK

1st Publication:

March 18, 2026

2nd Publication:

March 25, 2026

3rd Publication:

April 1, 2026

Aucti - www. stumpffauctlon com

uctioneer: Auctloneer
Donnie Stumpff Parker Stumpff
MO & AR State AR State Champion
Champion Auctioneer Auctioneer
#1409 | PBO0051442 #2352

ESTATE AUGTION

Saturday, March 21, 2026 — 10:00 AM

Location: Golden, MO. (Table Rock AirPort). From Hwy 86 & Hwy J across from
Shumaker Tire, take Hwy J, 1 mile, stay left on J Hwy 7/10 mile. Turn left on FR 2274 go
5/10 mile. Stay right for 2/10 mile to auction. (22264 Fr 2274 Golden MO)

REAL ESTATE - BOAT SLIP - GOLF CART - ELEC
RECUMBANT TRIKES - TOOLS - FURNITURE &
APPLIANCES -

HOUSEHOLD & MISC

Real Estate: 1990, 3 bedroom,
2 bath doublewide home on per- [
manent foundation. 1568 sq ft of &
living area. Enter this home under
a covered front deck that over #
looks the Table Rock Airport into a
nice size family room with vaulted
ceiling, ceiling fan and a patio door |
leading out to the back deck. Also,
a freestanding wood stove. To the
right of the entry door is a formal dining room. From there on into the
kitchen or the master bedroom. The kitchen features double sink, cabinets,
countertop space, built in Whirlpool dishwasher, Whirlpool gas range with
hood and a very nice SS side by side refrigerator/freezer. The master bedroom
has ceiling fan, windows, walk in closet & pass through bathroom with a FEESE
shower and a door leading into the utility room with outside entry door. On
the North end of the home is 2 more bedrooms with ceiling fans, windows and walk in closets and a full bathroom.
Outside Amenities: A covered front deck, back deck, and a 45'x40'x12" steel utility building used as an airplane
hanger. All this on (4) nice lots consisting of 2.025 acres m/I on the Table Rock Airport and a view of Table Rock Lake
from your front yard. Beat Slip: 10'x30" boat slip, slip #8 in Airpark Beach Dock, permit #8156. Golf Cart: Club
Car, gas powered golf cart with back seat, top and windshield. Trikes: (2) elect assist traveler, recumbent trikes.
Tools: Honda 3200 psi pressure washer — roller stands — dolly — misc long handle tools — elect log splitter — elect
chain saw — torch for gas bottle — ext cords — fiberglass ext ladder — carry all — folding aluminum ladder — shop
vac — saw horses — grinder on stand — sm vice — nuts & bolts organizers — mech creeper — receiver hitches — force
vice — misc hand tools — misc sm power tools — portable tool boxes — Shop Smith — Ryobi leaf blower — yard cart
— floor jack — 20 Ib. propane bottles — Torpedo heater. Riding Mower: Husqvarna YTH, 22 hp, 46" hydrostat
riding mower. Furniture & Appliances: Queen bed — dresser & matching chest of drawers — (2) matching night
stands — glider chair — misc end tables - computer desk — bar stool — elect fireplace/TV stand — sofa — ottoman —
table lamps — dining table & 6 chairs — wood rocking chair — Daniel Dakota Grandmother clock — wood Deacon
bench — flat screen TV's — chest of drawers & matching dresser — queen bed — 4 drawer file cabinet — office chairs
— GE matching washer & dryer — Frigidaire upright freezer. Household & More: Ninja air fryer —misc sm kitchen
appliances — laundry cart — handicap walker & shower chair —wood TV trays — misc linens — elect heaters — fans —
card table — cool bucket — fireplace set — kitchenware such as Tupperware, utensils, silverware, knives, microwave,
etc. — Big Easy grill — (2) matching wood shelves — wood pantry cabinet — wind chime — iron bench — Cannon
copier —Acer computer — misc office supplies — plastic shelving —lawn chairs — Invacare 9805P lift — (2) patio lawn
chairs —yard swing — bicycles — horseshoe game — coolers — more household & shop items not listed. Note: Own
property on Table Rock Airport and just up the street from Table Rock Lake. The best of both worlds. Fly in and store
your plane in you own airplane hanger and spend time on Table Rock Lake. We will also be offering separately a
very nice 10'’x30" boat slip just a short golf cart ride away from the home and hanger. Call to preview the real estate
or boat slip before auction day or to pre-register for the auction. 417-847-2507. Go to www.stumpffauction.com
to view more pictures and for more information. Terms: Cash, good check or credit card with 2 forms of current
ID. Must have current driver's license to obtain bidder number. All terms on bidder card apply. All sells as is where
is with no warranty expressed or implied. Any announcements made day of auction supersede any and all printed
material. Real Estate Terms: Qualified buyers only w/pre-approved bank letter of approval. Nonrefundable 10%
paid day of auction w/balance due in cash or certified funds within 30-45 days. Buyers and sellers will be respon-
sible for their own portion of their closing cost. Taxes will be prorated to the date of close. Sells as is where is with
no warranties or guarantees. Bidders, buyers, or agent of the buyer is responsible for conducting own inspection
of property prior to auction and should rely solely upon their own due diligence and inspection. This property is
offered with absolutely no contingencies of any kind, no contingencies on financing, surveys, appraisals, or final
walk throughs. Seller has the right to accept or reject final bid. A 10% buyer's premium will apply on Real Estate.
Any announcements made day of auction supersede any and all printed material.
Estate of Al Hoelscher
Boat Slip Owner: Jason & Angela Artherton

REAL ESTATE AUCTION

VAN - GUNS - TOOLS

SATURDAY, MAR. 21, 2026 *10:00 AM
LOCATION: 26598 Private Road 1051; Seligman, Mo 65745. Directions from
Washburn, Mo. Jct. of Hwy 37 & 90 Hwy go south approx. 2.5mi - OR - from Seligman, Mo.
Jct. of Hwy 37 & 112 Hwy go north approx. 2.5mi to Farm Rd 2265. Take 2265 west 0.9mi
to auction. Watch for “Holder Auction” signs!

*REAL ESTATE: Sells at noon! Nice home, shop & outbuilding on 1.9 acres. All metal
maintenance free exterior. 1100 sq.ft. home in great shape. 2BR, Ig. bath & utility combo-
wheelchair/handicap accessible. Outside includes 30x40 metal shop with 12ft overhead door
& side shed. Nice loafing shed with storage room & elect. All buildings are in great shape.
Property has rural water & propane. Terms: Property sells at noon with owner confirmation.
10% (non- refundable) down the day of the auction with balance due upon closing.
Qualified buyers only. For inspection call Holders Auction Service - 417-689-5582.

*VAN* 2005 Chrysler Town & Country van, only 27,000 mi, 3.8 V6 automatic. Van is
converted wheelchair/handicap accessible. Automatic doors, fold down ramp, swivel driver
seat & hand controls. Sold with owner confirmation.

*TRAILERS - BLADE - TEN OR MORE GUNS -HUNTING - WELDERS - TORCHES -
FABRICATING MATERIAL - SHOP - TOOLS- ANTIQUES - COLLECTIBLES - HOUSEHOLD*
Don't miss this opportunity to buy quality! Food & restroom available. Terms: Statements
made on the day of the sale supersede all printed material. ID required to receive buyer
number. No debit or credit cards. Cash or good check only. Nothing to be removed until
settled for. For pictures, terms & complete listing see our Real Estate/Public Auction ad on
AuctionZip. Com- Auctioneer ID #35501.

OWNER: THE LATE DOUG CATRON
HOLDERS AUCTION SERVICE
BUTTERFIELD, MISSOURI
JEFF HOLDER
417-342-3218

CARL HENDRIX
417-342-4370

BRAD HOLDER
417-689-5582

4th Publication: Next Friend, is paternity of H. E.
April 8, 2026 HAYLEY EARP, and The names of all parties
RANDALL, MASRI & HAYLEY EARP, in this action are HAYLEY
RANDALL, P.C. individually, EARP, and the name and
405 Broadway, P.O. Box Petitioners, address of
151 V. the attorney for the
Monett, Missouri 65708 ROBERT EADE, Petitioner is
Telephone (417) 235- Respondent, J. Michael Riehn,
8688 Case No. 24BR- Attorney at Law,
MoBar No. 58732 DR00078 P. O. Box 324,
Attorney for Plaintiff Cassville, Missouri
1st insertion 03/18/26 NOTICE UPON ORDER 65625.
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IN THE CIRCUIT COURT
OF BARRY COUNTY,
MISSOURI
AT CASSVILLE

H.E.,
a minor by and through
his

FOR SERVICE BY
PUBLICATION

The State of Missouri to:

ROBERT EADE

You are hereby notified
that an action has been
commenced against you in
the Circuit Court of Barry
County, Missouri, the object
and general nature of which

You are further notified
that, unless you file an
answer or other pleading
or otherwise appear and
defend against this action
within 45 days after March

18, 2026, judgment by
default will be entered
against you. It is ordered
that a copy hereof be

CONTINUED ON PAGE 5B
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published according to law
in the Cassville Democrat,
a newspaper of general
circulation published in the
County of Barry, State of
Missouri.

A true copy from the
record.

Witness my hand and the
seal of the Circuit Court his
12th day of March, 2026.

First publication:

March 18, 2026

Second Publication:

March 25, 2026

Third Publication:

April 1, 2026

Fourth Publication:

April 8, 2026

Craig Williams,

Circuit Clerk

by S. Parker,

Deputy Clerk

1st insertion 03/18/26

10-13

TESTING VOTER
TABULATION
EQUIPMENT

Barry County Clerk, Joyce
Ennis, reports a public pre-
election tabulation test of
the electronic tabulating
equipment for the April 7,
2026 General Municipal
Election. It will be held at
9:00 a.m. on Wednesday,
March 25, 2026, in the
County Clerk’s Office.

Joyce Ennis

Barry County Clerk

Only insertion 03/18/26
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PROBATE

IN THE 39TH JUDICIAL
CIRCUIT, BARRY
COUNTY, MISSOURI
JUDGE OR DIVISION:
PROBATE

In the Estate of
LESLIE
GRYDER SR,
Deceased.
Case Number:
26BR-PR00018

MARICE

NOTICE OF LETTERS
OF ADMINISTRATION
GRANTED (SUPERVISED
ADMINISTRATION)

To All Persons Interested
in the Estate of
LESLIE
GRYDER SR,
Decedent:
On February 17, 2026,
the following individual was
appointed the personal
representative of the estate
of
LESLIE
GRYDER SR,
decedent,
by the Probate Division
of the Circuit Court of Barry
County, Missouri.

MARICE

MARICE

The personal
representative’s  business
address is:

LESLIE GRYDER JR,
25655 FARM ROAD 2260,
GOLDEN, MO 65658.

The personal
representative’s attorney’s
name, business address
and phone number is:

MARC EDMONDSON,

PO Box 491,

CASSVILLE, MO 65625,
417-846-0022.

All  creditors of said
decedent are notified to file
claims in court within six
months from the date of the
first publication of this notice
or if a copy of this notice
was mailed to, or served
upon, such creditor by the
personal representative,
then within MIO months
from the date it was mailed
or served, whichever is
later or be forever barred
to the fullest extent
permissible by law. Such
six-month period and such
two-month period do not
extend the limitation period
that would bar claims one
year after Decedents death,
as provided in Section
473.444, RSMo, or any
other applicable limitation
periods. Nothing in Section
473.033, RSMo, shall be
construed to bar any action
against a decedent’s liability
insurance carrier through a
defendant ad litem pursuant
to Section 537.021, RSMo.

Date of the decedent’s
death:

Dec 18, 2025

Date of first publication:
February 25, 2026

Date of
publication:

March 4, 2026

Date of third publication:
March 11, 2026

Date of fourth publication:

March 18, 2026

Craig Williams,

Circuit Clerk

by S. Parker,

Probate Clerk

Receipt of this notice
by mail should not be
construed by the recipient

second

to indicate that the recipient
necessarily has a beneficial
interest in the estate. The
nature and extent of any
person’s interest, if any, can
be determined from the files
and records of this estate in
the Probate Division of the
above referenced Circuit
Court.

1st insertion 02/25/26

7-10

IN THE 39TH JUDICIAL
CIRCUIT, BARRY
COUNTY, MISSOURI
JUDGE OR DIVISION:
PROBATE

In the Estate of
WILLIAM
NICHOLS JR,
Deceased.
Case Number:
26BR-PR00017

VERNON

NOTICE OF LETTERS
OF ADMINISTRATION
GRANTED
(INDEPENDENT
ADMINISTRATION)

To All Persons Interested
in the Estate of

WILLIAM VERNON
NICHOLS JR,

Decedent:

On February 10, 2026,
the following individuals

was appointed the personal
representative of the estate
of

WILLIAM
NICHOLS JR,

decedent,

by the Probate Division of
the Circuit Court of BARRY
COUNTY, Missouri. The
personal representative’s
business address is:

PATRICIA NICHOLS,
26888 AIRCRAFT LN,
SHELL KNOB, MO 65747

The personal
representative may
administer estate
independently without
adjudication, order, or
direction of the Probate
Division of the Circuit
Court, unless a petition for
supervised administration
is made to and granted by
the court.

The personal
representative’s attorney’s
name, business address
and phone number is:

MEGAN ALFANO,

200 NE MISSOURI RD.,
SUITE 00,

LEE'S SUMMIT, MO
64086,

816-774-1107.

All  creditors of said
decedent are notified to file
claims in court within six
months from the date of the
first publication of this notice
or if a copy of this notice
was mailed to, or served
upon, such creditor by the
personal representative,
then within two months from
the date it was mailed or
served, whichever is later,
or be forever barred to the
fullest extent permissible
by law. Such six-month
period and such two-
month period do not extend
the limitation period that
would bar claims one year
after Decedent’s death,
as provided in Section
473.444, RSMo, or any
other applicable limitation
periods. Nothing in Section
473.033, RSMo, shall be
construed to bar any action
against a decedent’s liability
insurance carrier through a
defendant ad litem pursuant
to Section 537.021, RSMo.

Date of the decedent’s
death:

26-FEB-2025

Date of first publication:
February 25, 2026

Date of
publication:

March 4, 2026

Date of third publication:
March 11, 2026

Date of fourth publication:

March 18, 2026

Craig Williams,

Circuit Clerk

by S. Parker,

Probate Clerk

Receipt of this notice
by mail should not be
construed by the recipient
to indicate that the recipient
necessarily has a beneficial
interest in the estate. The
nature and extent of any
person’s interest, if any, can
be determined from the files
and records of this estate in
the Probate Division of the
above referenced Circuit
Court.

1st insertion 02/25/26
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VERNON

the

second

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT
OF BARRY COUNTY,
MISSOURI
PROBATE DIVISION
AT CASSVILLE

In the Estate of:

TIMOTHY S. PETERS,
Deceased

Estate No.

25BR-PR00095

NOTICE OF FILING OF
FINAL SETTLEMENT
AND PETITION FOR

DISTRIBUTION

TO ALL
INTERESTED
ESTATE OF

TIMOTHY S. PETERS,

deceased:

You are hereby notified
that  the  undersigned
Personal  Representative
will file a Final

Settlement and Petition
for determination of the

PERSONS
IN  THE

persons who are the
successors in interest
to the personal/real

estate of the decedent and
of the extent and character
of their interest

therein and for distribution
of such property, on or after
April 8, 2026, or as may be

continued by the Court,
and that any objections or
exceptions to such Final
Settlement or

Petition or any item
thereof must be in writing
and filed within twenty days
after the

filing of
Settlement.

HARRY D. SCHWARTZ,
Attorney

RUBIE EUBANKS

Ellis, Cupps, Herrin &
Schwartz

Personal Representative

P. O. Box 276

Cassville, MO 65625

(417)847-2734

Dates of Publication —
2/25/26,

3/4/26,

3/11/26,

3/18/26

THE

such  Final

ABOVE
REFERENCED DATE
IS NOT A COURT
APPEARANCE DATE.

It is an estimated date
as to when the Final
Settlement can be filed with
the court.

1st insertion 2/25/26
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IN THE 39TH JUDICIAL
CIRCUIT, BARRY
COUNTY, MISSOURI
JUDGE OR DIVISION:
PROBATE

In the Estate of

AUSTIN JAMES PRIER,
Deceased.

Case Number:

26BR-PR00022

NOTICE OF LETTERS
OF ADMINISTRATION
GRANTED
(SUPERVISED
ADMINISTRATION)

To All Persons Interested
in the Estate of

AUSTIN JAMES PRIER,
Decedent:

On February 23, 2026,
the following individual was
appointed the personal
representative of the estate
of

AUSTIN JAMES PRIER,
decedent,

by the Probate Division
of the Circuit Court of Barry
County, Missouri.

The personal
representative’s  business
address is:

JEFF PRIER,

27524 STATE HIGHWAY
J, GOLDEN, MO 65658.

The personal
representative’s attorney’s
name, business address
and phone number is:

HARRY DANIEL
SCHWARTZ,

702 WEST ST,

PO BOX 276,

CASSVILLE, MO 65625,
417-847-2734.

All  creditors of said
decedent are notified to file
claims in court within six
months from the date of the
first

publication of this notice
or if a copy of this notice
was mailed to, or served
upon, such creditor by the
personal representative,
then within two months from
the date it was mailed or
served, whichever is later,
or be forever barred to the
fullest extent permissible by
law. Such six-month period
and such two-month

period do not extend
the limitation period that
would bar claims one year
after Decedent’s death,
as provided in Section
473.444, RSMo, or any
other applicable limitation
periods. Nothing in Section
473.033, RSMo, shall be
construed to bar any action
against a decedent’s liability
insurance carrier through a
defendant ad litem pursuant
to Section 537.021, RSMo.

Date of the decedent’s

box) —

o

(VERY NICE) -

REAL ESTATE & PERSONAL
PROPERTY AUCTION

Monday, March 23, 2026 — 10:00 AM

Location: Cassville, MO (Boarders Cassville Golf Club, hole 18) From Cassville go South
on Hwy 112 miles. Turn left on FR 2205 Circle. Stay left to auction.
(12655 FR 2205 Circle, Cassville MO)

CHEVY CLASSIC LBZ TRUCK - RIDING MOWER
MISC - REAL ESTATE WITH
INGROUND POOL

Real Estate: 2,870 sq ft of living area, 3 bedroom, 4 bath, split level home with inground swimming pool, Mother
in law quarters or separate living quarters for company, etc. Enter this home under a covered front porch into a
large open floor plan. Nice big living room open to the kitchen, dual ceiling fans, vaulted ceiling with wood beams,
large windows and a glass French door looking out to the pool and overlooking the 18th hole of the Cassville
Golf Club. The kitchen features a bar area, GE S.S. side by side refrigerator/freezer, GE smooth top elect range, GE
S.S. dishwasher, double deep sink with garbage disposal & a window looking out to the pool and custom oak
cabinets. Just off the kitchen is a door leading out to the attached oversized 2 car garage w/a 2 bath, utility room
wiwasher & dryer and a Midwest Storm Shelter bolted to the garage floor (nice) and gas heat. From the front entry
go downstairs where you will find a large family room with gas fireplace, large windows & a glass French door
leading out to the large back patio that wraps around the pool and leads back to the covered back deck just off the
kitchen. Also in the basement is a bathroom with walk in shower and a bedroom with windows and closet. From
the front entry go upstairs where you will find the large master bedroom with his and hers walk in closets, ceiling
fan, window , a patio door leading out to a big private balcony overlooking the pool and the golf course. Also the
master bath with shower, double vanity and jacuzzi tub, upstairs storage closet and a 2nd bedroom with windows,
Y bath and sm walk in closet. Qutside Amenities: \Wow, where to start. Covered front porch, just out the back
door is a covered back deck that steps right down to the concrete pool deck where you will find a nice inground
pool that is fenced. The concrete pool apron leads to a nice big game room. From this game room you can open a
door that leads to a separate living quarters, mother in law, company space, etc. Large open room, bathroom and
more. From here go on into a nice 26'x40" oversized garage, lots of room for family, entertaining, etc. Room for all
your toys and boarder the 18th hole on the Cassville Golf Club. Only 4 miles to Roaring River State Park. This home
would also make a great rental, VRBO, etc. This home also has central heat/air, well, septic and a Generac whole
house generator, plus a nice big side yard fenced for pets, kids, etc. Chevy Truck: 2007 Chevy Classic, LBZ, crew
cab, % ton with 1 ton suspension, 4x4, 328xxx miles. Only 2 owners (nice truck) sells with owner confirmation.
Mower: 2024 Troy Bilt Pony 42 riding mower (only used 2 times). Misc: Ryobi 40v cordless leaf vac (new in
Home theater, surround sound system with blue tooth (new in box). Note: Don't miss this chance to own
property on the Cassville Golf course and only 4 miles to Roaring River State Park. What a place to entertain, your
own pool, lots of storage. This is a must see. Buyers are ready to sell. Someone will get a great deal. Call 417-847-
2507 to preview the property before auction day. This auction won't take long so be on time. Real Estate sells first
thing promptly at 10:00 AM. Terms: Cash, good check or credit card with 2 forms of current ID. Must have current
drivers license to obtain bidder number. All terms on bidder card apply. If paying with credit card a 5% convenience
fee will apply. If paying with a check on large items, items will be held until check clears auction company bank
unless arrangements have been made with auction company before auction day. Al sells as is where is with no
warranty expressed or implied. Any announcements made day of auction supersede any and all printed material.
Real Estate Terms: Qualified buyers only w/pre-approved bank letter of approval. Nonrefundable 10% paid day
of auction w/balance due in cash or certified funds within 30-45 days. Buyers and sellers will be responsible for their
own portion of their closing cost. Taxes will be prorated to the date of close. Sells as is where is with no warranties or
guarantees. Bidders, buyers, or agent of the buyer is responsible for conducting own inspection of property prior to
auction and should rely solely upon their own due diligence and inspection. This property is offered with absolutely
no contingencies of any kind, no contingencies on financing, surveys, appraisals, or final walk throughs. Seller has
the right to accept or reject final bid. A 10% buyer’s premium will apply on Real Estate. Any announcements made
day of auction supersede any and all printed material.

Owners: Matt & Pauline Deiner

Auct] . WWW. stumpffauctlon com

uctioneer: Auctloneer
Donnie Stumpff Parker Stumpff
MO & AR State AR State Champion
Champion Auctioneer Auctioneer
#1409 | PBO0051442 #2352

death:

04-FEB-2026

Craig Williams,

Circuit Clerk

by S. Parker,

Probate Clerk

Date of first publication:
March 4, 2026

Date of
publication:

March 11, 2026

Date of third publication:
March 18, 2026

Date of fourth publication:

March 25, 2026

Receipt of this notice
by mail should not be
construed by the recipient
to indicate that the recipient
necessarily has a

beneficial interest in the
estate. The nature and
extent of any person’s
interest, if any, can be
determined from the

files and records of
this estate in the Probate
Division of the above
referenced Circuit Court.

1st insertion 03/04/26
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second

IN THE 39TH JUDICIAL
CIRCUIT, BARRY
COUNTY, MISSOURI
JUDGE OR DIVISION:
PROBATE

In the Estate of

CHAD C SPRINKLE,
Deceased.

Case Number:

26BR-PR00011

NOTICE OF LETTERS
OF ADMINISTRATION
GRANTED
(SUPERVISED
ADMINISTRATION)

To All Persons Interested
in the Estate of

CHAD C SPRINKLE,
Decedent:

On February 19, 2026,

A bsolute Real

Estate Auction
10:00 AM * Saturday March 28* 10:00 AM

Location: 21607 Lawrence 1040 Pierce City, Mo. 65723
Directions: from Pierce City take Hwy 97 north 1 mi. then
right on Law. 2220 %2 mi. then left on Law. 1040 2 mi. to Sale.

1600+Sq. Ft. Shop-House plus Garage on 5/10 Acres,
2/3-Bedroom, 1-Bath, Big Closets, Lots of Storage, Living Room,
Kitchen/Dining Room, Laundry Room, Nice Covered Front Porch,
1 Car Attached Garage with Steel Storm Shelter,
20°X20’ Lean-to on the east side of House, 16°X40’ Shed,
Private Well & Septic, Propane Heat & Mini Split Heat and Air Units,
Pierce City Schools,

This is a Morton Metal Building-Shop House. Leave it like it is or easily change
the floor plan to your liking. Would make a nice home in the country.
Move in ready or update to your liking.

This property will be offered in Two Tracts and as a Whole.

Tract #1 is 5 Acres with Home, Shed, Well & Septic.

Tract #2 is 5 Acres bare land with road frontage, and joins tract #1

Property Sells Absolute to the highest bidder!

Auctioneer: Larry Foster
Phone: (417) 723-8329
Cell: (417) 839-6860

Terms: 10% Down, Balance due at closing 45 days or less.
Property shown by appointment only.
Please Contact Larry Foster at 417-839-6860 or bidnowsold@aol.com

Foster Auction &
Appraisal Service

& www.fosterauctionservice.com
Email: bidnowsold@aol.com

the following individual was
appointed the personal
representative of the estate
of

CHAD C SPRINKLE,
decedent,

by the Probate Division
of the Circuit Court of Barry
County, Missouri.

The personal
representative’s  business
address is:

MAGGIE M SPRINKLE,
130 HODGE DRIVE
CASSVILLE, MO 65625.
The personal
representative’s attorney’s
name, business address
and phone number is:
ANGELA CHRISTENE

ARTHERTON,
10388 FARM ROAD
2172, CASSVILLE, MO

65625, 870-688-0619.

All  creditors of said
decedent are notified to file
claims in court within six
months from the date of the
first

publication of this notice
or if a copy of this notice
was mailed to, or served
upon, such creditor by the
personal representative,
then within two months from
the date it was mailed or
served, whichever is later,
or be forever barred to the
fullest extent permissible by
law. Such six-month period
and such two-month

period do not extend
the limitation period that
would bar claims one year

CONTINUED ON PAGE 6B
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after Decedent’s death,
as provided in Section
473.444, RSMo, or any
other applicable limitation
periods. Nothing in Section
473.033, RSMo, shall be
construed to bar any action
against a decedent’s liability
insurance carrier through a
defendant ad litem pursuant
to Section 537.021, RSMo.

Date of the decedent’s
death:

20-JAN-2026

Craig Williams,

Circuit Clerk

by S. Parker,

Probate Clerk

Date of first publication:
March 4, 2026

Date of
publication:

March 11, 2026

Date of third publication:
March 18, 2026

Date of fourth publication:

March 25, 2026

Receipt of this notice
by mail should not be
construed by the recipient
to indicate that the recipient
necessarily has a beneficial
interest in the estate. The
nature and extent of any
person’s interest, if any, can
be determined from the files
and records of this estate in
the Probate Division of the
above referenced Circuit
Court.

1st insertion 03/04/26
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second

IN THE 39TH JUDICIAL
CIRCUIT, BARRY
COUNTY, MISSOURI
JUDGE OR DIVISION:
PROBATE

In the Estate of
EMMETT
COCKRUM,
Deceased.
Case Number:
26BR-PR00023

LENDELL

NOTICE OF LETTERS
TESTAMENTARY
GRANTED
(SUPERVISED
ADMINISTRATION)

To All Persons Interested
in the Estate of
EMMETT

COCKRUM,
Decedent:
On February 25, 2026,

the last will of Decedent

LENDELL

having been  admitted
to probate, the following
individual

was appointed personal
representative of the estate
of
EMMETT
COCKRUM,
decedent
by the Probate Division of
the Circuit Court of BARRY
COUNTY, Missouri.

LENDELL

The name, business
address, and phone
number of the personal
representative is:

SAM MADSEN,

102 WEST STREET,

SUITE 5,

CASSVILLE, MO 65625,
417-847-0541

The personal
representative’s attorney’s
name, business address
and phone number is:

HARRY SCHWARTZ,

702 WEST ST,

PO BOX 276,

CASSVILLE, MO 65625,
417-847-2734.

All  creditors of said
decedent are notified to file
claims in court within six
months from the date of the
first

publication of this notice
or if a copy of this notice
was mailed to, or served
upon, such creditor by the
personal representative,
then within two months from
the date it was mailed or
served, whichever is later,
or be forever barred to the
fullest extent permissible by
law. Such six-month period
and such two-month

period do not extend the
limitation period that would
bar claims one year after
Decedent’s death, as

provided in  Section
473.444, RSMo, or any
other applicable limitation
periods. Nothing in Section

473.033, RSMo, shall be
construed to bar any action
against a decedent’s liability
insurance carrier

through a defendant ad
litem pursuant to Section
537.021, RSMo.

Date of the decedent’s
death:

22-JAN-2026

Date of first publication:
March 4, 2026

Date of
publication:

March 11, 2026

Date of third publication:
March 18, 2026

Date of fourth publication:

March 25, 2026

Craig Williams,

second

Circuit Clerk

by S. Parker,

Probate

Clerk

Receipt of this notice
by mail should not be
construed by the recipient
to indicate that the recipient

necessarily has a
beneficial interest in the
estate. The nature and
extent of any person’s
interest, if

any, can be determined
from the files and records
of this estate in the Probate
Division of the above
referenced Circuit Court.

1st insertion 03/04/26
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IN THE 39TH JUDICIAL
CIRCUIT, BARRY
COUNTY, MISSOURI
JUDGE OR DIVISION:

PROBATE
In the Estate of
MARGARET CHARLENE
RICKLEFS,
Deceased

Case Number:
26BR-PR00031

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
(SMALL ESTATE)

To All Persons Interested
in the Estate of MARGARET
CHARLENE RICKLEFS,

Decedent.

On March 5, 2026 a
small estate affidavit was
filed by the distributees for
the decedent under Section
473.097, RSMo, with the
Probate Division of the
Circuit Court of BARRY
COUNTY, Missouri.

All creditors of Decedent,
who died on 23-APR-2025,
are notified that Section
473.444, RSMo, sets a
limitation period that would
bar claims one year after
the death of Decedent. A
creditor may request that
this estate be opened for
administration.

Receipt of this notice
should not be construed by
the recipient to indicate that
the recipient may possibly
have a beneficial interest
in the estate. The nature
and extent of any person’s
interest, if any, may
possibly be determined
from the affidavit on this
estate filed in the Probate
Division of

the Circuit Court of
BARRY COUNTY Missouri.

Date of first publication is
March 11, 2026.

Date of second
publication is March 18,
2026.

Craig Williams,

Circuit Clerk

by S. Parker,

Probate Clerk

1st insertion 03/11/26
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IN THE CIRCUIT COURT
OF BARRY COUNTY,
MISSOURI
PROBATE DIVISION
AT CASSVILLE

In the Estate of:
JAMES R. DURHAM,
deceased
26BR-PR00032

NOTICE OF HEARING

To all persons who claim
any interest in the property
JAMES R. DURHAM,
deceased, as an heir of
said decedent or through
any heir of said decedent:
You are hereby notified
that a petition has been
filed in the above court by
Jane Durham Covel, for
the determination of the
heirs of James R. Durham,
deceased, and of their
respective interest as such
heirs in and with respect
to the following described
personal property that the
decedent owned at the time
of his death: Arvest Wealth
Management  Brokerage
Account: #WAB-033358
Petitioner’s  attorney is
Harry D. Schwartz, whose
business address is

702 West Street,

P.O. Box 276,

Cassville,
65625.

You are hereby required
to appear to answer said
petition on April 20, 2026,
at 8:45 o'clock a.m., in
the Probate Division of
the Circuit Court of Barry
County, Missouri, at
Cassville, at which time
and place said petition will
be heard. Should you fail
therein, judgment may be
entered in due course upon
said petition.

The Cassville Democrat

First Publication:

MARCH 18, 2026

Second Publication:

MARCH 25, 2026

Missouri

Third Publication:
APRIL 1, 2026
Fourth Publication:
APRIL 8, 2026

Craig Williams,
Circuit Clerk

by S. Parker,

Probate Clerk

1st insertion 03/18/26
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IN THE CIRCUIT COURT
OF BARRY COUNTY,
MISSOURI
PROBATE DIVISION
AT CASSVILLE

In the Estate of:
JOAN BECK,
Deceased
Estate No.
25BR-PR00104

NOTICE OF FILING OF
FINAL SETTLEMENT
AND PETITION FOR

DISTRIBUTION
TO ALL PERSONS
INTERESTED IN THE
ESTATE OF
JOAN BECK,
deceased:

You are hereby notified
that the  undersigned
Personal Representative will
file a Final Settlement and
Petition for determination
of the persons who are
the successors in interest
to the personal/real estate
of the decedent and of the
extent and character of
their interest therein and for
distribution of such property,
on April 23, 2026, or as may
be continued by the Court,
and that any objections or
exceptions to such Final
Settlement or Petition or
any item thereof must be
in writing and filed within
twenty days after the filing
of such Final Settlement.

HARRY D. SCHWARTZ,

Attorney

SAM MADSEN,

P U B L I C
ADMINISTRATOR

Ellis, Cupps, Herrin &
Schwartz

Personal Representative

P. O. Box 276

Cassville, MO 65625

(417)847-2734

Dates of Publication —

3/18/26,

3/25/26,

4/1/26,

4/8/26

THE ABOVE
REFERENCED DATE
IS NOT A COURT

APPEARANCE DATE.

It is an estimated date
as to when the Final
Settlement will be filed with
the court.

1st insertion 03/18/25
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TRUSTEE’S SALES

NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S
SALE

For default in the payment
of debt secured by the Deed
of Trust executed by

Cristopher Green

And

Chelsey Green,

Husband And Wife,

dated 7/6/2023, recorded
on 7/10/2023, as Instrument
Number

202303387 and in Deed
Book 23, Page 3320, in the
Office of the Recorder of
Deeds for Barry County,

Missouri, the undersigned
Successor  Trustee  will
on 3/26/2026, between
the hours of 9:00 am and
5:00 pm, starting at 2:00
PM at the Barry County
Courthouse - East Door -
700 Main Street, Cassville,
MO

65625, sell at public
auction to the highest bidder
for cash (certified funds
only) the below described
real

estate to satisfy said debt
and costs. Certified funds
must be delivered to the
auctioneer at the

conclusion of the auction.
Purchasers take property as
is, without warranty. A Tract
Of Land, Consisting

Of One (1) Acre, More
Or Less, In The Southeast
Quarter (SE1/4) Of The
Southwest Quarter (SW1/4)
Of

The Southwest Quarter
(SW1/4), Of Section 36,
Township 25, Range 26,
Barry County, Missouri, And

More Particularly
Described As Follows:
Commencing At A Point
15 Feet North Of The
Southeast Corner

Of The Southwest Quarter
(SW1/4) Of The Southwest
Quarter (SW1/4), Thence
North 276 Feet, To A

Point On The East Line
Of Said Southwest Quarter
(SW1/4) Of The Southwest
Quarter (SW1/4), Thence

West 158 Feet To A Point,

APPLIANCES -

any and all printed material.

IMPLEMENTS -

REAL ESTATE AUCTION

Saturday, March 28, 2026 — 10:00 AM

Location: Shell Knob, MO. From Hwy 39 across from Central Crossing Fire Department,
take Stallion Bluff Rd 8/10 mile. Keep right on Stallion Bluff Rd and go 1.1 mile to auction
on left. (25924 Stallion Bluff Rd, Shell Knob, MO)

MINI EXCAVATOR - ZERO TURN MOWERS -
CART - LOG SPLITTER - TRAILER - GUNS -
KUBOTA TRACTOR - ATV - TOOLS

& WOOD WORKING TOOLS - FURNITURE &
HOUSEHOLD & MISC - 375 ACRES
M/L THAT BOARDERS THOUSANDS OF ACRES
OF NATIONAL FOREST, WITH A NICE HOME AND
LOTS OF NICE OUTBUILDINGS

Real Estate: Nice, 2 bedroom, 2 bath, berm home, wrap around deck, lots of nice shop & garage buildings, park
like setting on 37.5 wooded acres. Boarders thousands of acres off of National Forest. Enter this home under a
covered front deck, that wraps around to the master bedroom, step into a nice size living room wivaulted ceiling,
ceiling fan & freestanding wood burning stove. Open to the dining area wiceiling fan, open to the kitchen. Kitchen
features a small bar area, lots of cabinets, Corian countertops w/large built in sink, garbage disposal, built in Bosch
dishwasher, GE smooth top elect range & Whirlpool refrigerator/freezer. From the kitchen go on into a large utility
room & a door leading out to the attached 2 car garage w/automatic garage door opener. The East end of the
home has a full bathroom & a bedroom w/window & closet. The West end of the home has the master bedroom &
a office area with closet & a door leading out to the covered deck. Large master bathroom wi/jacuzzi tub & shower
& walk in closet. The home has new windows on the back side of the home & newer shingles. Very nice property.
Outside amenities: Wrap around deck, park like setting, 24'x24" detached garage, 30'x40, 16" sidewalls, nice
shop, 30'x50", 10" sidewalls (nice), 16'x20" shed. Large tall carport for RV, etc. & more. All on 37.5 acres m/l.
Note: Looking for property with a nice home & outbuildings, deer hunters, turkey hunters, horse back riders, ATV
riders, come take a look at this place. Boarders thousands of acres of National Forest, trails & hunting deluxe. Lake
weekenders come play on Table Rock Lake then put you boat & water toys in your own very nice shop building.
This one is a unique property, paved road to drive and only 2 miles to Hwy 39. Call to view the real estate before
auction day or to learn how to pre register for the auction. 417-847-2507. Real Estate Terms: Qualified buyers
only w/pre-approved bank letter of approval. Nonrefundable 10% paid day of auction w/balance due in cash or
certified funds within 30-45 days. Buyers and sellers will be responsible for their own portion of their closing cost.
Taxes will be prorated to the date of close. Sells as is where is with no warranties or guarantees. Bidders, buyers, or
agent of the buyer is responsible for conducting own inspection of property prior to auction and should rely solely
upon their own due diligence and inspection. This property is offered with absolutely no contingencies of any kind,
no contingencies on financing, surveys, appraisals, or final walk throughs. Seller has the right to accept or reject
final bid. A 10% buyer's premium will apply on Real Estate. Any announcements made day of auction supersede

Estate of Sharon Ott Deal
Owner: Jack Deal

REALTY & AUCTION SERVICE, INC. -—— 4

GOLF

Auctioneer: www.stumpffauction.com Auctloneer
Donnie Stumpff Parker Stumpff
MO & AR State 41 7 847 2 5 0 7 AR State Champion
Champion Auctioneer Auctioneer
#1409 | PBO0051442 #2352
Thence South 276 Feet To  July 1, 2024 TRUSTEE’S SALE
A Point, Thence East 158 and recorded in the Office
Feet To The Point Of of the Recorder of Deeds of IN RE:
Beginning. Subject To Barry County, Missouri as Harry Edward Lassley
Easements And Rights- Book: 24 and Carole Lassley,

Of-Way Of Record. More
commonly known as: 6949
Farm

Road 1182 Verona, MO
65769 Notice To Bidders:
Please be advised that the
Trustee may require entity

or trust bidders at this
trustee’s sale to provide
information, documentation
and/or certification of the

vesting instructions
and the data required
to be reported pursuant
to FIinCEN regulations
effective for

transfers of residential
real property to covered
transferees on or after
March 1, 2026. The required

information must  be
provided to the trustee
before a trustee’s deed
upon sale will be issued for
covered

transfers. These federal
regulations  will  require
reporting if a trustee’s deed
is issued on or after March
1’

2026, even if the
foreclosure sale is
conducted prior to March 1,
2026. Additional information

regarding

these regulations and
the required transferee
information and

certifications can be found
at
https://www.
federalregister.gov/
documents/
2024/08/29/2024-19198/
anti-money-laundering-
regulations-for-
residential-real-estate-
transfers and https://www.
fincen.gov/rre-faqs#D_5
Nestor
Solutions  of
LLC Successor
(888) 403-4115.
1st Insertion 03/04/26
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Missouri,
Trustee

TRUSTEE’S SALE

IN RE:
Billy T Sharp Jr and
Emily  Nicole Sharp,

husband and wife
Trustee’s Sale:

For default in payment
of debt and performance of
obligation secured by Deed
of Trust executed by Billy T
Sharp Jr

and Emily Nicole Sharp,
husband and wife dated

Page: 3322 and modified
by Loan  Modification
Agreement (Deed of Trust)
recorded on May 14, 2025
at Book: 25 Page: 2401
the undersigned Successor
Trustee, at the request of
the legal holder of said Note
will on Tuesday, March 31,
2026 between the hours
of 9:00 am. and 5:00
p.m., (at the specific time
of 10:50 AM), at the East
Door of the Court House,
City of Cassville, Barry
County, State of Missouri,
sell at public vendue to the
highest bidder for cash the
following

described real estate,
described in said Deed of
Trust, and situated in Barry
County, State of

Missouri, to wit:

LOT THIRTY-NINE
(39), FAIRWAY HEIGHTS
SUBDIVISION, AS PER
THE RECORDED PLAT

THEREOF, BARRY
COUNTY, MISSOURI.
SUBJECT TO ANY

EASEMENTS, RIGHTS OF
WAY, RESTRICTIONS,
RESERVATIONS AN
COVENANTS OF
RECORD OR FACT.

to satisfy said debt and
cost.

MILLSAP & SINGER,
P.C.,

Successor Trustee

612 Spirit Drive

St. Louis, MO 63005

(636) 537-0110

File No:
231008.033126.464687 FC

NOTICE

Pursuant to the Fair Debt
Collection Practices Act,
15 U.S.C. §1692c(b), no
information

concerning the collection
of this debt may be given
without the prior consent of
the consumer

given directly to the debt
collector or the express
permission of a court of
competent jurisdiction.

The debt collector is
attempting to collect a
debt and any information
obtained will be used for

that purpose.

PUBLISH ON:

March 4,
03/11/2026,

03/18/2026,

03/25/2026

1st insertion 03/04/26
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2026

husband and wife and
Harry E Lassley

Jr. a married
Trustee’s Sale:

For default in payment
of debt and performance of
obligation secured by Deed
of Trust executed by Harry
Edward Lassley and Carole
Lassley, husband and wife
and Harry E Lassley Jr. a
married man dated January
4, 2022 and recorded in the
Office of the Recorder of

Deeds of Barry County,
Missouri in Book 22,
Page 96 the undersigned
Successor Trustee, at the
request of the legal holder
of said Note will on Tuesday,
April 7, 2026 between the
hours of 9:00 a.m. and 5:00

.m., (at the specific time
of 10:50 AM), at the East
Door of the Court House,
City of Cassville, Barry
County, State of Missouri,
sell at public vendue to the
highest bidder for cash the
following described real
estate, described in said
Deed of Trust, and situated
in Barry County, State of
Missouri, to wit:

PART OF THE EAST
HALF (E1/2) OF THE
NORTHWEST QUARTER
(NW1/4) OF SECTION 7,
TOWNSHIP 24, RANGE
27, BARRY COUNTY,
MISSOURI DESCRIBED
AS COMMENCING AT THE
NORTHWEST CORNER
THEREOF, THENCE
SOUTH 0 DEGREES 21
MINUTES 46 SECONDS
EAST 1000.09 FEET
ALONG THE WEST LINE
THEREOF TO THE POINT
OF BEGINNING, THENCE
CONTINUING SOUTH 0
DEGREES 21 MINUTES 46
SECONDS EAST 357.29
FEET, THENCE NORTH 84
DEGREES 53 MINUTES 11
SECONDS EAST 486.87
FEET, THENCE NORTH 29
DEGREES 04 MINUTES 51
SECONDS WEST 278.66
FEET, THENCE NORTH 14
DEGREES 02 MINUTES
15 SECONDS WEST
115.02, THENCE SOUTH
82 DEGREES 44 MINUTES
43 SECONDS WEST
326.45 FEET TO THE
POINT OF BEGINNING,
AND A TRACT OF LAND
7 FEET WIDE AND 393.68
FEET ALONG THE EAST
SIDE THEREOF, AND 15
FEET ALONG THE SOUTH

CONTINUED ON PAGE 7B

man
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CONTINUED FROM PAGE 5B

SIDE THEREOF MAKING
THE BACK WEST LINE
372.29 FEET AND THE
EAST LINE 408.68 FEET
AND THE NORTH LINE
WILL BE 333.45 FEET.

ACCESS EASEMENT:
AN  EASEMENT FOR
ACCESS PURPOSES

BEING 30 FEET WIDE AND
HAVING PARALLEL LINES
DESCRIBED ALONG THE
WEST LINE AS FOLLOWS:
COMMENCING AT THE
NORTHWEST CORNER
OF THE EAST HALF (E1/2)
OF THE NORTHWEST
QUARTER (NW 1/4) OF
SECTION 7, TOWNSHIP
24, RANGE 27, BARRY
COUNTY, MISSOURI,
THENCE SOUTH 89
DEGREES 55 MINUTES
37 SECONDS EAST

215.0 FEET ALONG THE
NORTH LINE OF SAID
SECTION 7 TO THE POINT
OF BEGINNING, THENCE
SOUTH 2 DEGREES 13

MINUTES 09 SECONDS
EAST 791.53 FEET,
THENCE SOUTH 26
DEGREES 45 MINUTES 32
SECONDS EAST 187.75
FEET, THENCE SOUTH 14
DEGREES 02 MINUTES 15
SECONDS EAST 115.02
FEET, THENCE SOUTH 29
DEGREES 04 MINUTES 51
SECONDS EAST 278.66
FEET TO THE POINT OF
TERMINATION.

to satisfy said debt and
cost.

MILLSAP & SINGER,
P.C.,

Successor Trustee

612 Spirit Drive

St. Louis, MO 63005

(636) 537-0110

File No:
229868.040726.467569 FC

NOTICE

Pursuant to the Fair Debt
Collection Practices Act,
15 U.S.C. §1692c(b), no
information concerning the
collection of this debt may
be given without the prior

consent of the consumer
given directly to the debt
collector or the express
permission of a court of
competent jurisdiction.

The debt collector is
attempting to collect a
debt and any information
obtained will be used for
that purpose.

PUBLISH ON:

March 11,
03/18/2026,

03/25/2026,

04/01/2026

1st insertion 03/11/26
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2026

NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S
SALE

WHEREAS,

Clifton O. Mitchell
and Melissa G. Mitchell,
Husband and Wife,

by their Deed of Trust
With Future  Advance
Clause, dated April 5, 2001,
and recorded in the office

£

Fo—i

Gold: Taylor Lark (Pea Ridge, Ark.) / Grant Varner (Cassville); Silver: Micah Perry

(Bentonville, Ark.) / Brian Flores (Bentonville, Ark.); Bronze: Fred Burge (Carthage) /

Jonathan Palma (Carthage). Contributed photo

of the recorder of deeds for
Barry County, Missouri, on
April 9, 2001, in Book 01
Page 21783, conveyed to
Gary Fields,

Trustee, the following-
described property situated
in the County of Ban-y,
State of Missouri, to-wit: Lot
89 Coral Fountain Shopping
Center, recorded in the
Recorder of Deeds office,
Barry County, Missouri.
Subject to a permanent
easement for public use as
described and shown on or
before mentioned plat of
Coral Fountains Shopping
Center. Subject to any
easements, rights of way or
restrictions of record or fact.

which conveyance was
made to the said Gary
Fields, Trustee, m trust
to secure the payment of
promissory notes in said
Deed of Trust described;
and WHEREAS, default
was made and  still
continues in the payment

of said promissory notes;
and, WHEREAS, Security
Bank of Southwest Missouri
as the legal holder of said
promissory  notes  has
appointed Jon Homer as
Successor Trustee under
said Deed of Trust; NOW
THEREFORE, at the
request of the legal holder
of said promissory notes
and in accordance with the
provisions of said Deed

of Trust, I, Jon Homer,
Successor Trustee, will
sell the property above

described at public venue, to
the highest bidder for cash,
at the East Door of the old
Barry County Courthouse,
at 700 Main Street in the
City of Cassville, Barry
County, Missouri, on April
3, 2026, at 1:00 pm, for the
purpose of satisfying said
indebtedness and the costs
of executing this trust.

By:

Jon Homer,

Successor Trustee

Cordelia F. Herrin

Ellis Cupps Herrin &
Schwartz

Attorneys at Law

PO Box 276

Cassville, MO 65625

417-847-2734

NOTICE

Pursuant to the Fair Debt
Collection Practices Act,
15 U.S.C. § 1692c(b), no
information concerning the
collection of this

debt may be given
without the prior consent of
the consumer given directly
to the debt collector or the
express permission

of a court of competent
jurisdiction.  The  debt
collector is attempting to
collect a debt and any
information obtained will be
used for that purpose.

Publish:

March 11, 18, 25, and
April 1, 2026

1st insertion 03/11/26
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Gold: Cheney Kelley (Cassville) / Kaleb Artherton (Cassville);

Silver: Ashtonheeler

(Shell Knob) / Malachi Vincent (Cassville); Bronze: Lawrence Wong (Centerton, Ark.) /

Maheswara Rao Lekkala (Bentonville, Ark.). Contributed photo

Gold: Josie Stubblefield (Rogers, Ark.) / Kevin Campbell (Sprindale, Ark.; Silver:

Beth Bowman (Bentonville, Ark.) / Erik Rasmussen (Springdale, Ark.); Bronze:
Maeghan Cavener (Bella Vista, Ark.) / Jeff Colbert (Bella Vista, Ark.). Contributed photo

Spring Chill Pickleball Tournament
overcomes weather

Event raises
$1,500 for CHS
Beta Club

Despite stormy weath-
er and chilly tempera-
tures, pickleball players
from across the region
gathered Feb. 28 at
Cassville City Park for the
Spring Chill Pickleball
Tournament.

The event combined
competitive play with
community support, rais-
ing approximately $1,500
for the Cassville High
School Beta Club. The
funds will help students
attend the Missouri State
Beta Club Convention in
Branson.

Heavy thunderstorms
moved through the area
Friday night and early
Saturday morning, leav-
ing the courts soaked
just hours before play
was scheduled to begin.
Several members of the
Flat Creek Pickleball Club
stepped in early Saturday
morning,  volunteer-

ing their time to dry the
courts and prepare them
for competition so the
tournament could begin
with a one hour delay.
"Players then showed
resilience throughout the
day, competing through
brisk temperatures and
windy conditions; weath-
er that proved fitting for a
tournament appropriately
named "The Spring Chill,"
a press release said.
Arvest Bank served
as the tournament’s title
sponsor and also provid-
ed prize money for the
winners of the top brack-
ets, adding extra incentive
for players competing in
the advanced divisions.
The event also received
support from Veregy, an
energy services company,
which helped sponsor the
tournament by providing
funds for snacks, drinks
and other tournament
needs throughout the day.
In addition, the tour-
nament was a Selkirk
sponsored event, provid-
ing Selkirk equipment
and gift cards that were

awarded as door prizes.
The highlight of the priz-
es was a Selkirk LUXX
Control Air Invikta pad-
dle valued at $280, which
was won by Maeghan
Cavener, of Bella Vista,
Ark.

After a full slate of
round-robin matches and
medal rounds, the follow-
ing teams finished atop
their respective divisions:

Men’s Doubles (3.5
and Above)

Gold: Taylor Lark
(Pea Ridge, Ark.) / Grant
Varner (Cassville)

Silver: Micah Perry
(Bentonville, Ark.) / Brian
Flores (Bentonville, Ark.)

Bronze: Fred Burge
(Carthage) / Jonathan
Palma (Carthage)

Men’s Doubles (3.5
and Under)

Gold: Cheney Kelley
(Cassville) / Kaleb
Artherton (Cassville)

Silver: Ashton Wheeler
(Shell Knob) / Malachi
Vincent (Cassville)

Bronze: Lawrence
Wong (Centerton, Ark.) /
Maheswara Rao Lekkala

Gold: Audrey Kennedy (Cassville

¥

) / Grant Varner (Cassvill); Silver: Dulce Rivera

(Cassville) / Victor Guzman (Bentonville, Ark.); Bronze: Claudia Cruz (Monett) /
Lawrence Wong (Centerton, Ark.). Contributed photo

Gold: Thiare Gripka (Mt. Vern

on) / Liz White (Springfield); Silver: Maeghan Cavener

(Bella Vista, Ark.) / Beth Bowman (Bentonville, Ark.) Bronze: Tomi Blankenship
(Cassville) / Taylor Kennedy (Cassville). Contributed photo

(Bentonville, Ark.)
Women’s Doubles
Gold: Thiare Gripka

(Mt. Vernon) / Liz White

(Springfield)
Silver: Maeghan
Cavener (Bella Vista,

Ark.) / Beth Bowman
(Bentonville, Ark.)

Bronze: Tomi
Blankenship (Cassville)
/  Taylor Kennedy
(Cassville)

Mixed Doubles (3.5
and Above)

Gold: JosieStubblefield
(Rogers, Ark.) / Kevin
Campbell (Springdale,
Ark.)
Silver: Beth Bowman
(Bentonville, Ark.) / Erik
Rasmussen (Springdale,
Ark.)

Bronze: Maeghan
Cavener (Bella Vista,
Ark.) / Jeff Colbert (Bella

Vista, Ark.)

Mixed Doubles (3.5
and Under)

Gold: Audrey Kennedy
(Cassville) / Grant Varner
(Cassville)

Silver: Dulce Rivera
(Cassville) / Victor
Guzman (Bentonville,
Ark)

Bronze: Claudia Cruz
(Monett) / Lawrence
Wong (Centerton, Ark.)

coverage of all our local teams, and more.

Have a story idea? Email it to ktroutman@cassville-democrat.com, or call 417-847-2610!

BARRY COUNTY'S

We support Barry County athletes!

Head to www.cassville-democrat.com/category/sports for

Democrat

BEST NEWS SOURCE

PHOTOALERT!

Scan the QR
code to see
our photo
galleries!
Photos are
available for
purchase for
S5 per digital
download and
prints starting
at $2 each.
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Brynn Weldy is announced as match winner for the Wildcat Takedown Club at the district tournament. Contributed

2 win district titles for
Wildcat Takedown Club

Program qualifies
7 wrestlers to state

The Wildcat Takedown
Club youth wrestling pro-
gram in Cassville had a
strong showing at the
district tournament, with
multiple wrestlers bat-
tling their way onto the
podium and several earn-
ing spots at the upcoming
state championships.

Leading the way were
district champions Brynn
Weldy and Isaiah Horton.
Weldy is a three-time
state finalist and placer.

"She enters this year’s
tournament highly moti-
vated and determined
as she sets her sights on
capturing a state cham-
pionship,” a Club press
release said.

Finishing as district
runners-up were Steven
Hall and Justus Greek,
each facing tough runs
through  competitive
brackets and fighting
hard to make major
improvements within
themselves this year, the
release said.

The team also had a
strong group of third-
place finishers in Hazel
Hunter, EmmeLynn
Brewer, and Brantley

Bowen Weldy competes in the district tournament for the Wildcat Takedown Club.

Contributed photo

Stubblefield each fought
hard and finished the
tournament on the podi-
um.

Rounding out the plac-
ers was Jace Ross, whose
bracket was a tough one,
with several challenging
opponents.

"Despite knowing the
road wouldn’t be easy,
he stepped onto the mat
and wrestled some of his
best matches of the year,
battling hard to earn a
fourth-place finish," the
release said.

Several other wrestlers
competed hard but came

up just short of placing.
"Jeremiah, Ulysseus,
and Bowen all fought
tough matches and repre-
sented the team well," the
release said. "While their
district run has come
to an end, they showed
determination through-
out the tournament and
throughout the season.
"Coach Michael
(Hunter) has been hard
at work rebuilding and
growing the program
back into something
great. Now in his sec-
ond year of coaching, he
has dedicated countless

hours to developing the
next generation of wres-
tlers and helping create
future champions for
years to come. He is also
grateful for the support
of the parents, whose
commitment and encour-
agement keep the kids
involved and engaged in
the sport."

With districts com-
plete, the focus now
shifts to the next chal-
lenge. District placers
will competed at the State
Tournament Friday and
Saturday, and girls state
was on March 15.

bles. Contributed photo
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The Cassville High School Pickleball Team contmued its winning tradition by successfully defending its title

at the 2026 Cassville Invitational High School Pickleball Tournament. “Wildcat pickleballers showcased skill,
teamwork, and determination to once again claim the championship,” a press release said. “With champions
and podium finishers in every category, the Cassville High School Pickleball Team demonstrated depth, tal-
ent, and teamwork across the entire roster. Their performance not only secured another Cassville Invitational
title, but also highlighted the continued growth and excitement surrounding high school pickleball throughout
Cassville. Congratulations to all the players on another outstanding tournament and for proudly representing
Cassville” The tournament was held in conjunction with the Beta Club’s Spring Chill Pickleball Tournament.
First place awards went to: Kaleb Artherton and Cheney Kelley, boys doubles; Tomi Blankenship and Taylor
Kennedy, girls doubles; and Audrey Kennedy and Grant Varner in mixed doubles. Runners-up were: Tyson
Bohmke and Trevor Brookes, boys doubles; Briley Artherton and Addy Ramaeker, girls doubles; and Addy
Ramaeker and Ellis Hobbs, mixed doubles. Briley Artherton and Kaleb Artherton also took third in mixed dou-

Soccer: 12 goals in”’

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1B

once more this spring.
Kierstyn Kalbaugh, a
senior, was hampered by
a nagging knee injury last
spring which limited her
time on the field. She has
made some nice strides
this spring. We are excit-
ed to see what a healthy
Kierstyn can do with our
defensive group.”

Senior Liberty Hilburn
has been active with the
offseason group and will
look to be a contributor
as a wide back this spring,
and sophomore Emily
Gray played some consis-
tent ball with the JV last
spring and is also com-
peting to crack the varsity
lineup at center or wide
back. At goalkeeper, the
Wildcats return a veteran
presence.

“Senior Ava Hinson is
a four-year starter, return-
ing captain and Crowder
College soccer commit,”
Forste said. “She can sin-
gle-handedly flip field
position with her big leg
and has developed into
an awesome shot-stop-
per. She is a pillar in our
backfield. In a pinch, Ava
can also help chase games
in the outfield, logging 2
goals and 2 assists in lim-
ited outfield appearances
in 2025.”

Forste said sever-
al players have already
shown  improvement
during the offseason.

“1 have been
impressed with Mills
this spring,” Forste
said. “She is a speed-de-
mon who has worked to
develop her touch and

in-game decision making.
Additionally, Kalbaugh
has been hard at work
with the defense this
spring, and will be com-
peting for an increased
defensive role.”

Team speed and
attacking tempo is what
Forste hopes will shape
Cassville’s identity this
year.

“We have a solid
group of upperclassmen,
a handful of committed
newcomers, and loads
of team speed,” he said.
“We anticipate a run-and-
shoot style of play that
will help us open up the
scoresheet this spring. If

we can improve on our
set pieces and overall fin-
ishing, we should see a
dramatic increase in goals
scored this season.

“We struggled to find
the net in 2025, with only
12 goals on the season.
Despite limited scoring,
we were able to convert
our 12 goals into six wins
and two draws. Finishing
with composure and exe-
cuting in the final third
are top priorities for us
this spring. We are hop-
ing to take some pressure
off the defense and have
a more open style of play
this season.”

Defensively, the Lady
Wildcats expect to main-
tain their structure while
pushing the pace.

“We are historically a
pretty stout team in terms
of defensive shape and
structure,” Forste said.
“T don’t expect that to
change. We would, how-
ever, like to dictate the
pace of play and push the
tempo this spring. I think
fans can expect to see a
group of Lady Cats that
are relentless, tenacious,
and hungry for goal-scor-
ing success. If we can put
the ball in the net with
consistency, everything
else should fall into place
for us. We would like to
be in a position to win the
Big 8 and secure a top-3
district seed.”
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