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Rezoning requests to allow
for multi-family housing

City commits to
purchasing bunker
gear, ladder truck

for fire department

BY JESSICA BREGER
Special to the Monett Monthly
Several items from

the Planning and Zoning
Commission hearing, at least
five motions on re-zoning
and plat placements within
the city, headlined the Monett

CITY OF MONETT

What: Held December council
meeting

Ordinances: First readings

held for five ordinances recom-
mended by Planning and Zoning
Commission

More: City commits to buying
new bunker gear, ladder truck for
fire department

City Council meeting in

December.

“The first five items tonight

all came from the planning
and zoning, and there’s a lot
of actions here,” Mayor Randy
Burke said. “The planning and
zoning has been pretty busy
of late, so here we are. We're
doing the first reading tonight
of all these re-planning and
reasoning issues. We'll do the
second reading in the January
meeting.”

The council held the first
reading for two new re-zon-
ing requests for part of the
“Schallert Trust-Owned

Property” and 1509 Glen
Street.

Burke said the Schallert
Trust-Owned Property is just
south of Country Club Estates
on the west by Eisenhower.

Approximately 20% of that
lot is going to be re-zoned for
multi-family housing. Burke
said project builders had clar-
ified to the council that the
homes will be duplexes.

Regarding the property at
1509 Glen Street, the council

CONTINUED ON PAGE 6

Cheer spread at annual Christmas parade

The Grinch was one of many costumed characters to appeat in the annual Monett Christmas Parade on Broadway in
December. Kyle Troutman/ktroutman@cassville-democrat.com

Monett schoolboard discusses EDGE program

STUCO presents to
board on activities,
accomplishments

BY JESSICA BREGER
Special to the Monett Monthly
The Monett School Board held its last
meeting of 2025 on Dec. 18, focusing
on the future of teaching and childhood
development.
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The board held discussion on the dis-
trict’s EDGE (Education, Development,
Growth, and Excellence) leadership pro-
gram as well as updates on the newly
established Mater’s Program for instruc-
tors.

The board talked about the continu-
ing work on the EDGE leadership frame-
work for administrators. The program was
developed last summer in the hopes of
supporting leadership consistency.

The program’s framework has a focus

BV

WE WASH,
YOU SHINE.

9 867 E. HWY 60, Monett, MO @ WWW.revive-carwash.com

on “building trust through clarity and
expectations, leading through challenges
directly, maintaining emotional consisten-
cy, and modeling calm, steady leadership
for staff” according to the school’s website.
Administrators revisit the EDGE frame-
work monthly, with an emphasis on rein-
forcing and developing specific leadership

traits throughout the year.
The board also gave updates on the
new master’s program that is set to help
CONTINUED ON PAGE 7

MURDER CHARGE

Who: Alan Mellow, 33, of Monett
What: Is charged with first-degree
murder, first-degree endangering
the welfare of a child, and two
counts of armed criminal action
More: Mellow being held in jail on
no bond

Monett man
charged
with murder

Woman shot to
death, infant
suffers skull fracture
BY KYLE TROUTMAN

ktroutman@cassville-democrat.com

A 33-year-old Monett man
is being held in the Barry
County jail on no bond after
allegedly shooting a woman to
death on Dec. 20 at an apart-
ment complex in Monett.

Alan Mellow, 33, of Monett,
is charged with first-degree
murder, first-degree endan-
gering the welfare of a child,
and two counts of armed
criminal action. According to
a press release from Monett
Police Chief George Daoud,
the victim was identified as
Hannah Lee Blizard, 30, of
Monett.

According to a probable
cause statement filed by Det.
Sgt. Scott Landreth, with the
Monett Police Department,
on Dec. 20, officers were dis-
patched to a shots fired call
at the Fairway Apartments in
Monett. While en route, they
were advised a woman had
been shot.

Cpl. Iannaccone arrived
on the scene and observed a
female on the ground near a
Nissan passenger car, noting
she appeared bloody and life-
less. Iannaccone spoke with
a witness who said he saw a
while male, whom he thought
was named Alan, shoot the
woman three times at close
range, then went into an apart-
ment with an infant.

Iannaccone, along with
Barry County Sheriff’s Office
Deputies Calderon and
Hightower, began evacuating
the scene and clearing sur-
rounding apartments, and
while outside of the apart-
ment identified by the witness,
Iannaccone heard a male state,
“My son will grow up without a
dad.”

Monett officers then sum-
moned additional resources,
including all its detectives
and a Missouri State Highway
Patrol special weapons and
tactics team. Landreth said
when he arrived on scene, Sgt.
J. Givens, with the Patrol, was
speaking to the suspect via
telephone, ultimately convinc-
ing the suspect to surrender
and turn the infant over to

CONTINUED ON PAGE 6
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NEWS BRIEFS

Inaugural Protect
the Fawn and Turkey
Predator Derby Jan.
23

SWMO Game Feed
will host the inaugural
Protect the Fawn and
Turkey Predator Derby
Jan. 23 starting at 6 p.m.
at the VFW Post No. 4207
Tom Wolfe Memorial,
located at 5400 Hwy. 60
in Monett. The tourna-
ment, for coyotes, bob-
cats, foxes, raccoons and
opossum, starts on Jan.
23 at 6 p.m., with check-
in on Jan. 24 from 5:30-7
p-m. and awards at 7:30
p-m. A free chili will also
be served on Saturday.
The tournament’s goal is
to manage predators of
turkey, fawns and other
wildlife. There will also be
a skinner on hand. More
information, including
rules, how to pay the $50
2-person registration fee
and prizes, may be found
at https://tinyurl.com/
bdzg68yy.

New Sit Baptist
hosting revival Jan.
25-27

New Site Baptist
Church, located at
11925 Farm Road 1060
in Monett, will host the
Encounter Revival from
Jan. 25 through Jan. 27.
The three nights of wor-
ship will feature guest
appearances from Pactor
Anthony Vargas and
Vocalist Daniel Crews.
Encounter Revival will
be at 8:30 a.m., 10 a.m.
and 11:30 a.m. on Jan.
25, and 6:30 p.m. nightly
Jan. 25-27.

100+ Women third
quarter meeting on
Feh.5

The 100+Women
of Barry and Lawrence
Counties will meet on
Feb. 5 from 6-8 p.m.
at the Barry-Lawrence
Regional Library, locat-
ed at 2200 Park St. in
Monett. Social hour is
from 6-7 p.m., and at 7
p-m., voting members
(those who donate $100
or more) can nominate
a charity from Barry or
Lawrence counties to
receive fourth-quarter
meeting funds. People
may donate online at
cfozark.org/100mon-
ett, or by mail to
Community Foundation
of the Ozarks, Attn: 100
Women Monett, PO Box
8960, Springfield, MO
65801.

Publisher’s note: Do you
have an event coming up?
Publish it free in news
briefs by emailing:
monettmonthly @outlook.
com
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A new display at the Monett Historical Society and Museum shows how

technology has changed throughout the years. Jesscia Breger/Special to the

Monett Monthly

Monett Historical Society and Museum displays the building’s own
transformations through time. Jesscia Breger/Special to the Monett Monthly

The Monett Historical Society and Museum is houses several exam-

ples of ever changing home entertainment through history. Jesscia

Breger/Special to the Monett Monthly
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The Monett historical Society and Museum holds several books guid-
ing guests through the area’s history. Jesscia Breger/Special to the Monett

Monthly

Museum gives glimpse through time

History of
Monett buildings,
transformations
in technology on
display
BY JESSICA BREGER
Special to the Monett Monthly

As anew year begins, it is often
the time to reflect on growth and

change.
As a city based on trade and
transportation, Monett has

embraced the concepts of growth
and change since its establish-
ment in the late 1800s.

The Monett Historical Society
and Museum offers several
rooms to explore the city’s his-
tory, but some displays direct-
ly show how the city and the
world around it have changed
and grown throughout the years.

CORRECTIONS

Monett Monthly corrects factual errors or clarifies information promptly and courte-
ously. If you have a correction or clarification, please email Publisher Kyle Troutman at

monettmonthly@outlook.com.

Hanging in the lobby, guests
are met with a photo display of
the museum itself, showing the
changing facade over the decades.

The building did not always
house the Museum and the dis-
play shows how the building,
formerly Monett State Bank,
changed its face and then had
it restored as the now Monett
Historical Society and Museum.

The Museum sits at the cor-
ner of Broadway Street and Fifth
Street and even the building itself
is a historical site.

Built in 1903, as the
Commercial Bank of Monett, the
bank changed its name in 1901.
Today, the building housing the
Museum still bares the name
“Monett State Bank” above the
entry.

The structure was restored in
2017 and became home to the
Monett Historical Society and
Museum.

Sheila Harris

Kyle Troutman
Jessica Breger

Jared Lankford
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Moving further into the
Museum, guests see not only
the changes to their hometown
over the years, but the changes in
technology, home entertainment
and society in the world around
Monett as well.

A new display now shows how
technology has changed through-
out the years starting with type-
writers, physical calendars, radi-
os and cameras — showing the
development of new technolo-
gy and guiding guests along the
journey from each as individual
inventions to the collaboration of
these items to the smart phone.

The display lays out the mul-
tiple devices, showing not only
how far the technology has come,
but also showing in a live setting,
the size and functionality of each
device, putting into perspective
the ease of the smartphone and
all the advancements that lead
toit.

MONETT, MO

X

* Ruger
o Marlin

NOW BUYING
FIREARM
COLLECTIONS

o Winchester

The display also shows how
these advancements were pushed
against and doubted by powerful
people. It even quotes President
Rutherford B. Hayes in his
doubts that the telephone would
gain popularity.

Along with communication
advancements, the Museum also
houses a display of several home
entertainment devices from radi-
os to televisions.

The outdated devices show the
different methods and materials
used throughout time to transmit
images and sounds to our homes.

The Museum welcomes guests
to explore the changing world
around them with these displays
as well as many more exploring
local changes in transportation,
schools and city developments.

The Museum is open five
days a week, Tuesday through
Saturday from 10 am. to 4 p.m.
Admission is free.

WIE PAY TOP DOLLAR
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Sports Reporter Jared Lankford
417-389-0152
monettsports@gmail.com

JARED LANKFORD

Home of the Chiefs

It was Sunday January, 4 1998, a day I'll never
forget.

I was three days shy of my 17th birthday but I
received the greatest gift a boy that was a diehard
Kansas City Chiefs fan could imagine.

The Chiefs were hosting a playoff game at
Arrowhead Stadium against Denver and I would
make my debut in the stands.

It was magical. All my life I had wanted to attend
a Chiefs game. The atmosphere on television dis-
played the electricity of a loyal fan base. However, all
that paled in comparison to attending a game in the
loudest stadium in the NFL.

Over 75,000 screaming fans that frustrated
opposing teams, causing penalties and forcing
timeouts. The most famous event took place on
December 9, 1990, when Denver’s John Elway twice
appealed to the officials to make the Arrowhead
crowd quite down so his team could run a play.
Despite the threat of a penalty, the fans roared even
louder.

For 45 years I have proudly supported the Red
and Gold. Win or lose, it did not matter.

One of the biggest factors to my original fandom
was the fact that the Chiefs were a Missouri team,
which meant a great deal to me.

So, in December 2025 when Clark Hunt
announced that his team would move 23 minutes
away to Wyandotte County in Kansas to build a new
stadium, it was a personal gut punch to millions, of
fans including myself.

I have no problem admitting that my biggest
issue is one of pride — state pride.

I was and am a Chiefs fan because they were
Missouri’s team. St. Louis had lost the football
Cardinals to Arizona and Rams to Los Angeles, but
the Chiefs were the state’s gridiron institution.

Football fans identified Missouri as the Chiefs
Kingdom.

For the next five years I will be likely in a football
state of depression as the Missouri era draws closer
toits end.

I will be frustrated with the voters of Jackson
County for not extending the 3/8’s cent sales tax for
the overhaul of the Truman Sports Complex. I will
be frustrated with Frank White, a Royals baseball
legend, turned politician, who worked tirelessly to
thwart the stadium efforts — more out of spite from
being fired from the Royals broadcast booth than
concern for the Missouri taxpayers.

I will be frustrated with Clark Hunt for turning
his back upon a state that built, paid, cheered and
lived and died every Sunday for his team.

The Chiefs released a statement in an attempt to
spin the development as a positive one for the fans.
It read in part: “What makes Chiefs gamedays
so special is you. Seats don’t make noise, concrete

doesn’t intimidate opponents, parking lots don’t
cook barbecue. You do.”

They also put this in bold: “Every step of the way,
he (Lamar) prioritized the fans.”

I personally like former Chiefs standout lineman
Mtchell Schwartz’s response on X (formerly Twitter)
and felt it summed up my feelings.

“I'm fine with owners doing whatever they want
to make more money,” Schwartz said. “That’s how
they're all wired regardless of how much they/their
families are worth. I can hate that it’s always about
money but it’s reality. Just be honest. Don't lie and
try to placate the fans with platitudes.”

Everything about the move benefits the Hunt
family and not the fans, players, employees, taxpay-
ers and most of all me — The World’s Biggest Chiefs
Fan (it’s on my coffee cup so it’s official).

The deal includes a roughly $3 billion domed
stadium in Wyandotte County, a $300 million team
headquarters and training facility in Olathe, Kan.,
and at least $700 million in surrounding mixed-use
development.

The new stadium under consideration will only
seat 62,000 to 68,000 a decrease of 8,000-14,000
seats from Arrowhead, meaning higher ticket costs.
Tell me again how this benefits the “average” Chiefs
fan.

Every benefit for getting a Super Bowl, Final
Four, Taylor Swift Concert with Travis Kelce dancing
or whatever, it will be the Hunt family and not the
Chiefs family that benefits.

Reading the breakdown on how the facility will
be financed makes fans even more frustrated. The
Hunts got a deal and made a business decision.

I don’t think I am alone in saying that the own-
er will need to repair some damaged bridges with
Missouri fans. Because right now, I don’t know if T'll
be supporting the Red and Gold in 2031.

Jared Lankford is the sports reporter for Monett Monthly
and has more than 15 years experience covering Monett-
area athletics. He may be reached at monettsports@
gmail.com

CUBS CAP 2025 WITH STRONG SHOW-

Monett’s Alex Meeks is fouled as he puts up a shot in the championship bout against East Newton at the
Southwest Holiday Tournament. Kyle Troutman/ktroutman@cassville-democrat.com

Monett seeks to take
next step in development

BY JARED LANKFORD
monettsports@gmail.com

Coming into the 2025-2026
basketball season, Monett had
zero starters returning and just
two players that had played
meaningful varsity minutes.

Cubs Coach Andrew Ballock
knew this season would feature
growing pains, and he was cor-
rect.

The Cubs won just once in
their first six games, a 47-46
decision over Pierce City, but
then ripped off three straight
victories over Hollister, Seneca
and Southwest.

The last two wins came
in the Southwest Holiday

CUBS HOOPS

What: Started season 1-5 but
reeled off three ins in a row and
played for Southwest Tournament
championship

Title result: Loss to East Newton,
4023

More: Monett hopes to keep improv-
ing and gaining experience entering
Big 8 Conference play

Tournament, granting the
right to the Cubs to play for
the championship, where they
came up short against a loaded
East Newton squad.

“I feel like we are ending
[2025] on a positive note,”
Ballock said. “We have a lot

of new guys playing in varsi-
ty roles they have never done
before and we have take some
lumps early. Now, I think we
hit our stride winning three in
a row before [falling to East
Newton], but I am proud of the
way we have been playing.”

Ballock talked to his team
after the 40-23 championship
loss and told them that he was
proud of them and that they
should not be upset, but use the
game as further motivation as
the season progresses.

“We saw growth and improve-
ment this week,” Ballock said.
“East Newton is a great ball

CONTINUED ON PAGE 5

Lady Cubs bear down on 2026

Red-hot Monett
braces for tough
Big 8 play

BY JARED LANKFORD
monettsports@gmail.com
Entering the new year

with a 8-1 record, the
Monett girls basketball
team is not content to rest
on its laurels.

While excited about
the great start to the sea-
son, the Lady Cubs play-
ers and coaches know that
the true tests are coming
in the campaign’s second
half.

“It helps having five
seniors on the floor,”
said Josh Kleine, Monett
coach. “We have been
able to score in bunch-
es and play some youth

LADY CUBS HOOPS
What: Finished the 2025
portion of this season at
81

Ahead: Big 8 Conference
play

More: Triple-threat of scor-
ers leading the way for
Monett

to get them experience.
However, as we get into
conference play we know
that every game will be a
grind. There are no easy
games or nights we can
take off.”

Monett has a
three-headed attack that
spearheaded the hot start.

Meredith Merriman
and transfer Avery Stokes
have given the Lady Cubs
a one-two punch of size,
scoring and athleticism

down low.

“One of our biggest
strengths is our unselfish-
ness,” Kleine said. “When
Meredith found out that
Avery was transferring
in, she was excited and
didn’t think about losing
scoring or minutes. The
whole team shares the
ball and does what is best
for the team. That just
helps make them both
tough to defend because
teams must respect both
of them.”

Merriman is averag-
ing 19.1 points and 10.2
rebounds and Stokes is
chipping in 10.3 points
and 7.7 rebounds per
game. Kleine pointed out
that when a team has two
players averaging nearly a
double-double per game,
good things tend to hap-

We’re your Shield. We’re your Shelter.

SHELTER

INSURANCE

Andy Brandt

® AUTO ¢ HOME e LIFE

855 E. US Hwy. 60, Ste. A2
417-235-5603 (Call or Text) | ShelterInsurance.com

pen.

“The girls are work-
ing well together,” Kleine
said. “When you are not
concerned with individual
stats and you just want to
win, that is when playing
team basketball is at its
best.”

However, the Lady
Cubs are more than just
their two interior players.

Kilee Wislon is the
other piece to the team’s
triple-headed  scoring
punch, as she is averaging
15 points, 4 steals and 2
rebounds per game.

“Kilee is just a consis-
tent performer,” Kleine
said. “She moves the ball
around and does those lit-
tle detail things that don’t
always show up on the

CONTINUED ON PAGE 5
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Barry County HEALTH
> DEPARTMENT

Barry County

Health Corner

WIC services available at Barry County
Health Department

The Barry County Health Department offers
WIC (Women, Infant, and Children) services
to clients that qualify. The WIC program is a
supplemental nutritional program for women,
children, and infants. Eligibility includes preg-
nant women, women breastfeeding their infant
up to the infant’s first birthday, and postpartum
women up to 6 months. It also covers infants
up to their 1st birthday and children through
the age of 5 years. You must live in Missouri
and the household income can be no more than
185% of the federal poverty income guidelines.

WIC offers a variety of foods including:
milk, cheese, yogurt, eggs, peanut butter, whole
grains, fresh and frozen fruits/vegetables. It
offers supplemental infant formula, infant cere-
als, and infant fruits/vegetables. WIC can offer
an average monthly savings of $60.00 per child.

A very vital part of WIC is offering nutrition-
al education and support to our clients. We
encourage our clients to participate in goal set-
ting and discuss topics related to nutrition and
activity. WIC believes that breastfeeding is best
for the baby if possible and offers education and
support through our program. Our nutrition-
ists and Breastfeeding Coordinator can offer
one-on-one counseling with new moms in order
to promote a successful breastfeeding journey.

Please call The Barry County Health
Department at 417-847-2114 to see if you qual-
ify and make an appointment for certification.

EALT EOF;
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Publisher’s note: This article is courtesy of Barry
County Health Department, located at 9o Barry
County Drive in Cassville. The Department may be
reached at 417-847-2114.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

The purpose of the Commentary page is to
provide a forum of various opinions, and we highly
encourage letters to the editor. The opinions of
columnists are not necessarily shared by Monett
Monthly or its staff. If you have an opinion, send
a letter to Kyle Troutman, Monett Monthly, P.O.
Box 486, Cassville, MO 65625, email ktroutman@ =
cassville-democrat.com or scan the QR code to the
right to submit a letter online.

THE INTERNATIONAL SOCIETY
of WEEKLY NEWSPAPER EDITORS

FOLLOW MONETT
MONTHLY ON
FACEROON

TOMBSTONE
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e Preserving your loved one’s legacy
® Monument Sales
® Monument Leveling & Cleaning
Jeremy & Angi Vanderbol — Owners
305 Euclid Ave., Monett, Mo 65708
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— Serving Southwest Missouri —

LOCAL DEVOTIONAL

A Godly resolution: Make 1t a
priority to be like Jesus Christ

“A true and faithful
Christian does not make
holy living an acciden-
tal thing. It is his great
concern. As the busi-
ness of the soldier is to
fight, so the business
of the Christian is to be
like Christ.” Jonathan
Edwards (1703-1758).

Lots of people make
New Year’s Resolutions,
many of which will have
to do with losing weight
or exercising more. I'd
like to suggest a more
significant resolution. In
the quote above, Jonathan
Edwards says to be Christ-
like should be the “great
concern” of every true
and faithful Christian. For
Christians, this should be
a high priority 24 hours
a day, seven days a week,
every day of the year, all
our life — a powerful, pro-
found resolution for every
year!

Christ-like character
can be gained from study-
ing Christ, his life and his
own priorities. When we
do so, we will see that it
was the will of the Father
and the truth of the
Scriptures that motivated
him. One suggestion then,
is that you read the four
Gospel accounts through
several times this year.
Besides reading of Jesus’
life and listening to his

QUOTE OF THE MONTH

teaching in the Gospels,
let me offer the following
quotes to guide you along
in a greater knowledge of
God and His will for your
life. (Suggestion: besides
the suggestion to read
through the Gospels, save
these quotes and read
through them each week
of the year.)

“There’s a difference
between knowing God
and knowing about God.
When you truly know
God, you have energy to
serve Him, boldness to
share Him, and content-
ment in Him.” — J. L.
Packer

“Faith is not an instinct.

It certainly is not a feel-
ing — feelings don’t help
much when you're in the
lions’ den or hanging on a
wooden Cross. Faith is not
inferred from the happy
way things work. It is an
act of will, a choice, based
on the unbreakable Word
of a God who cannot lie,
and who showed us what
love and obedience and
sacrifice mean, in the
person of Jesus Christ.” —
Elisabeth Elliot

“It is grace at the
beginning, and grace at
the end. So that when you
and I come to lie upon

our death beds, the one
thing that should comfort
and help and strengthen
us there is the thing that
helped us in the begin-
ning. Not what we have
been, not what we have
done, but the Grace of
God in Jesus Christ our
Lord. The Christian life
starts with grace, it must
continue with grace, it
ends with grace. Grace
wondrous grace. By the
grace of God I am what
I am. Yet not I, but the
Grace of God which was
with me.” — D. Martyn
Lloyd-Jones

“Worrying is carrying
tomorrow’s load with
today’s strength- carrying
two days at once. It is
moving into tomorrow
ahead of time. Worrying
doesn’t empty tomorrow
of its sorrow, it empties
today of its strength.” —
Corrie Ten Boom

“The call to follow
Christ always means a
call to share the work
of forgiving men their
sins. Forgiveness is the
Christlike suffering which
it is the Christian’s duty
to bear.” — Dietrich
Bonhoeffer

“Whatever controls
us is our lord. The per-

son who seeks power

is controlled by power.
The person who seeks
acceptance is controlled
by acceptance. We do
not control ourselves. We
are controlled by the lord
of our lives.” — Rebeca
Manley Pippert

“All of us have areas
of weakness. God wants
these character flaws
to show us how totally
dependent we are upon
Him. When we handle
them properly, they drive
us into a deeper, more
intimate relation-ship with
the Lord. But uncontrolled
weakness wreaks havoc in
a person’s life.” — Charles
Stanley

“What do we want?
What would we be doing?
What do our souls desire?
Is it not that we might
have a more full, clear,
stable comprehension of
the wisdom, love, grace,
goodness, holiness, righ-
teousness, and power
of God, as declared and
exalted in Christ unto our
redemption and eternal
salvation?” — John Owen.

Rev. Randy Crane is the
pastor at Waldensian
Presbyterian Church in
Monett. He may be reached
at cranes5@hotmail.com.

“We are 10 games into the season, and now is when we need to
settle and play their roles on both ends of the floor. As a group, we
need to find ways to score and be more consistent on the offensive
end. Defensively, we are active and we don’t tend to give up many

easy baskets. We have two guys that consistently score, but we
need a few more guys to step up and join them. We want to win by

committee, but also score by committee.”

— ANDREW BALLOCK, MONETT BOYS BASKETBALL COACH, ON WHAT WILL LEAD TO

MORE SUCCESS ON THE HARDWOOD IN THE SECOND HALF OF THE SEASON

Visit us online at: https://www.cassville-democrat.com/monett-monthly/
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Olen Morris  Moneit © Jan. 21, 1934 - Dec. 30, 2025
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director@buchananfuneralhomemonett.com
www. buchananfuneralhomemonett.com
www.facebook.com/BuchananFuneralHome Monett

P.O. Box 424

01 Euclid
Monett, MO 65708

417-235- wl%’

Fax: 417-235

"WE SPECIALIZE
IN STEAKS!"

Our steaks are cut from grass-fed,
grain-finished Black and Red
Angus beef, certified by E3 Ranch
in Kansas, and have never been
subjected to antibiotics, steroids and
added hormones.

Open: Wed-Sat
4-9 p.m. for Dinner

Lounge opens
at 3:00 p.m.

497 State Hwy 76, Cassville

417-847-3600

Hours: Wed-Sat, 4-9 — Lounge, 3-10

A-List Properties, 218 E Broadway St
Acambaro, 505 Plaza Dr
Angus Branch Steakhouse, 114 Chapel Dr
Buchanan Funeral Home, 301 Euclid Ave
Bruner Pharmacy, 321 E Broadway St
Coast 2 Coast, 500 S Kyle St
Cox Monett Hospital Info Desk, 1000 US-60
Dream Casa Real Estate, 305 Dairy St
First State Bank 1, 106 E. Cleveland Ave
First State Bank 2 — Walmart, 885 US-60
Freedom Bank, 901 US-60
Friendly Tire, 703 W Hwy 60
Great Dave's Coffeeshop, 404 E Broadway St
J & J Floor Covering, 816 E Broadway St
Madelina's Eatery, 812 US-60
Monett Branch Library, 2200 Park St
Monett Chamber, 200 E Broadway St

Monett Historical Society and Museum, 422
E Broadway St
Monett License Office, 775 Chapel Dr Ste D
Peppers & Co., 416 E. Broadway St
Pitiful to Posh, 110 W Broadway St
Price Cutter, 2150 E Cleveland Ave
Quick Draw Gun, 601 S Kyle St
Randall, Masri, Randall, 405 E Broadway St
RE/MAX Properties, 855 US-60
Rollo Insurance, 1001 E Broadway St
Shelter Insurance — Andy Brandt, 855 US-60
Ste A2
US Bank, 832 US-60
VB Hall Antique Mall & Flea Market, 201
Main St
Wommack Monuments, 201 W Broadway St
YMCA, 115 S Lincoln Ave

< Tree Tech

Tree Service
417-846-5301

Serving Barry AND LAWRENCE COUNTY FOR 25 YEARS

OREAM (D&AJ

REAL ESTATE

2

Elsa Porras Jennifer

Henry
Rodnguez k‘ Sustaita |

Broker/Owner

Se Habla Espaiol e 417.772. 1700

MONETT
COAST COAST

Authorized Local STIHL Dealer

500 S. KYLER
MONETT, MO 65708
(417) 235-7161

VB Hall Antique Mall
& Flea Market

30th year in business — Oldest, longest-running
Jlea market in Monett

201 W. Main, Monett » 417-235-1110




Monett Monthly

SPORTS

January 7, 2025 e Page 5

Monett’s Bryce Hoyt puts up a shot in action against East Newton in the Southwest
Holiday Tournament. Kyle Troutman/monettmonthly@outlook.com

Cubs: Big 8 play upcoming; Monett playing in Crane tournament Jan. 12-17

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1A

Monett's Henry Walker goes for 2 against East Newton
in the Southwest Holiday Tournament championship
game on Dec. 30. Kyle Troutman/monettmonthly@outlook.com

club. We knew they were
going to be physical and
well coached. We did a
lot of good things but
struggled to put the ball
in the hoop. But, I'm not
disappointed with our
effort.”

As the season plays
out, Monett has been
happy with the emer-
gence of Alex Meeks and
Jack Stephens.

Meeks has taken on
the role of patrolling the
post for the Cubs, fight-
ing for rebounds and
locking down the interi-
or. Stephens has the abil-
ity to slash to the basket
and the size to post in

the paint.
“Jack and Alex played
tough all tournament

long,” Ballock said. “Both
couldn’t get shots to go in
the championship. East
Newton was a big rea-
son for that, but also just
coming under control
plays a role. Still, we are
heading the right direc-
tion.”

As Monett pushes into
2026 and the heart of
Big 8 Conference play
the goal is simple — keep
improving.

“We are 10 games into
the season, and now is
when we need to settle
and play their roles on
both ends of the floor,”

Monett’s Jack Stephens keeps a ball in play during the championship game at the
Southwest Holiday Tournament on Dec. 30. Kyle Troutman/monettmonthly@outlook.com

Ballock said. “As a group,
we need to find ways to
score and be more con-
sistent on the offensive
end. Defensively, we are
active and we don’t tend
to give up many easy bas-
kets. We have two guys
that consistently score,
but we need a few more
guys to step up and join
them. We want to win
by committee, but also
score by committee.”

Monett opened play
in the Southwest tour-
nament with a 50-33 win
over Seneca and then
topped host Southwest
40-32 in the semifinal.

“We put ourselves
in a position to play for
a title,” Ballock said.
“Many of our guys have
never played for a cham-
pionship, and to see us
put together a couple of
wins and reach the title
game is encouraging. I
think that will help us
going forward when we
reach that next champi-
onship game.”

For his efforts
Stephens was named
to the All-Tournament
team.

The Cubs opened Big
8 play on Jan. 6 with
Seneca and will pay next
at Mt. Vernon on Jan. 9,
then travel to the Crane
tournament in Jan. 12-17.

Lady Cubs: Toughest part of schedule coming

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3

stat sheet but at the end
of the night are major fac-
tors in why we won.”

The Lady Cubs have
settled into an eight-per-
son rotation.

“We like our current
rotation,” Kleine said.
“Hannah Parris comes off
the bench. She isn’t an
offensive threat, but on
defense, she is a disrupter.
Her size and speed cause
other teams to struggle
to get into rhythm. She
leads our team in tipped
passes. Kenzi Waterman
is long and athletic and

leads the point on our 1-2-
2 defense and leads the
team in charges taken.”

Kleine emphasized
that he was proud of all of
his players.

“Everyone knows what
we expect of them and
the role we want them to
play,” Kleine said. “As we
push into 2026, we are
focused on fine tuning
and not major changes.”

The Lady Cubs spent
the winter break working
on being more consistent
on the defensive end and
adding some wrinkles to

RANDALL,
Masr1 &
RanpaLL, PC

Reliable and Responsible Attorneys for
Skillful Legal Representation

405 E BROADWAY ST,

MONETT, MO 65708

417-235-8688

'. State Bank
‘ YOUR W

their pressure.

“We know that the
toughest part of our
schedule is still in front of

us,” Kleine said. “We want
to be one-day better and
one-game better every
time we take the floor.”

®

Madelina’s Eatery

Made fresh daily. Made to order.

6la' M3 pt Mt Mon EIEKi*

madelinaseatery’com/madelinais;eateny,

Specialty/Sandwiches}
@cmmgm
Goffee]| Sodas]
Dinelin]| [Order;to'go] [ |DriveThrought

We coter!

81210 vy l60IVonetVior
417277253685

Menett Player of the Momt

Lgr}){)f/l.k}i T <{ (?

JackiStephens

ﬁbd’ Pmpfmés

Proud supporter of

MONETT
CUBS

Athlefics

A
T ALIST

PROPERTIES

(
J )I(II’IIII

218 E. Broadway,

Suite A, Monett, Mo.
417-635-1190 | alistpp.com

Monett’s
Brady Rhea
puts up a
trey against
East
Newton

in the
Southwest
Holiday
Tournament
champi-
onship

on Dec.
30. Kyle
Troutman/
monettmonth-
ly@outlook.
com
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DUMPSTER
SOLUTIONS

305 Euclid Avenue
Monett, MO 65708
417-737-9912

11.C

Jeremy & Angi Vanderbol
OWNERS

Serving Southwest Missouri

VALLEY VIEW

MOTORS LLC
Cars | Trucks | SUVs

Campers | Boats | ATVs

Monday-Friday 9-5.
After hours & Saturdays by appointment. >
10489 Old Exeter Road, Cassville #

valleyviewmotors@mail.com

417-847-2091

Jill Ware

R

Rollo

INSURANCE

MONETT, MO

Scott Thrasher, Associate
1001 E. Broadway, Ste. D ® 417-708-5525
scott.thrasher@rolloinsurance.com
Home & Auto | Commercial | Life | Farm & Ranch | Boat
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SEE ALL OUR
MONETT-EAST
NEWTON

CHHAMPIONSHIP
GHAME PHOTOS
HERE!

White Mocha
with Blackberry
Cold Foam

Lavender Oat
Mllk Latte

COFFEECO.

Sandwiches | Salads | Soups
Order ahead on Facebook!

Dave’s Faves Specials Monthly
404 E. Broadway, Monett, MO

N Nickle's Flooring
") Making Your Home Beautiful
‘ K Since ]990'

: LUXURY VINYL ° CARPET

g:;‘hw\woov
; CUSTOMISHOWERS ?'BL'INDS

L _ 1
ROOFING ™ DECKS
REMODELS
REPAIRS ¢ ADDITIONS

WWW.NICKLESFLOORING.COM
470 STATE HWY 76, CASSVILLE « 417-847-2484

- SMOKEFREE - COLDEST BEERIN TOWN -

THE GRILLISON

WEBDNESDAY:=SATURDAY=12 PMATOAG:PM

Hand cut’steaks:-~Hamburgers
Hand-BreadediTenderloins - Kids Menu
Shuffleboard tourney,every:Thursday.night/@.7:pm:

Bar.Open Shuffleboard
Untils10;pm! Keno. |:Dartsil:Pool
Come see us! SkeerBall

26247;StateHwy:39’ Shell Knob?M0L:(417){858-6886

PAVISON
Angela Lynn

,.i 23, 1993
?)lé“l 27, 2003

Beloved Daughter of
panny and Sharyn

City: Tandem Ladder Truck costs nearly $1.9M

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

noted that the property
and area surrounding it
is zoned for industrial
use.

The council decided
to approve the ordinance
to move forward with
re-zoning the property
and stated they will be
looking into re-zoning
the entire area to better
reflect actual use of the
properties in its January
meeting.

“Our community
development director is
going to be looking at that
SO we can get some uni-
form zoning,” Burke said.

The council also held
first reading and approval
of the preliminary plat for
phase two of the North
Hill subdivision, located
between 17th Street and H
Highway on the Lawrence
County line. This proj-
ect will also be placing
duplex-style housing in
the area.

A first reading was also
held to approve changes
to regulations of Legacy
Lot Overlay District.

“In this area in cen-
tral Monett, most of the
houses were built over
100 years ago,” Burke
said. “Around 2018, the
city adopted new codes
and the lot requirements

“In this area in central Monett, most of
the houses were built over 100 years
ago. Around 2018, the city adopted
new codes and the lot requirements

expanded.”

MONETT MAYOR RANDY BURKE

On changes to the regulations of Legacy Lot Overlay District

expanded.”

Burke said the ordi-
nance would allow people
who have homes in the
area to be able to rebuild
to the new lot sizes instead
of being restricted to the
outdated lot requirements
of the district.

The final planning and
zoning item listed was to
subdivide an established
multi-family platt for
two houses and multi-
ple duplexes in the plat
for Hubert and Gilbert’s
Minor Subdivision.

Beyond Planning and
Zoning recommenda-
tions, the council also
focused on the city’s fire
department, needs as they
approved an agreement
for Preorder of Firefighter
Protective Clothing and
the Purchase of a 107

foot Tandem Ladder
Truck for the Monett Fire
Department.

Council revealed that
much of the current
protective clothing the
department possesses is
nearing its10-year expi-
ration time and the cur-
rent ladder truck is 30
years old.

Council agreed all
required updating, and
the agreement for gear
will allow the city to buy
the protective clothing at
a discount.

The bunker gear is
set to cost $109,920.35,
with hoods, gloves, boots,
belts and straps costing
an additional $14,818.

The new Pierce
Manufacturing
Ascendant  107-Foot
Quint tandem lad-

Murder: Mellow allegedly admitted

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

police.

The suspect, identi-
fied as Mellow, was tak-
en into custody without
incident and transported
to the Barry County jail.

Monett Detectives
Brown and Salazar pro-
cessed the scene and
released Blizard’s body
to Barry County Coroner
Gary Swearingen, who
pronounced her dead
at the scene. The infant
was transported to Cox
Monett Hospital for
evaluation, then due
to suspicious injuries,

Other Convenient Locations

Monett
201 West Broadway

(417) 235-3444
1-800-346-9879

Aurora
Monett

1-800-346-9877
1-800-346-9879

Springfield 1-800-346-9875

& selected representatives
throughout the Ozarks

*The #1 Choice of area families

* Custom Design by our Artist

* Serving the Ozarks since 1954

* Ship Anywhere in the U.S.

* Recommended by Cemetery
Officials

* Missouri's Largest

* Quality granite and bronze

* Complete written quarantee

* Solid Permanent Foundations

* Personalized design and lettering

Wommack

b e G

Monument Company

transferred to Cox South
Hospital in Springfield
for further treatment,
where it was determined
the child had a skull frac-
ture of as yet undeter-
mined nature. The child
was then transferred to a
hospital in St. Louis.

A search of the
apartment Mellow was
in allegedly revealed a
loaded Taurus PT809c
semi-automatic handgun
on the kitchen count-
er, along with a nylon
type holster and spare
17-round magazine.

The weapon alleged-
ly contained a partially
expended 13-round mag-
azine. That magazine
had Winchester hollow
point ammunition, and
the 17-round magazine
contained full metal
jacketed rounds.

Landreth then went to
the Barry County jail to
interview Mellow, who
after signing a written

waiver of his Miranda
rights, agreed to speak
with Landreth, with
Barry County Det. Abby
Parsons also present.

According to
Landreth’s statement,
Mellow said he and
Blizard had recently had
a child together and the
Blizard “had a severe
alcohol addiction he was
trying to help her with.”

“He said that [on Dec.
20] they were arguing
about her alcohol use
and the fact she had
stolen coins from his
coin collection, which
he believed she used
to purchase alcohol,”
Landreth’s statement
said. “He said [Blizard]
decided to call her moth-
er and leave with the
child. Mellow said he
would not allow that and
decided to leave himself
with the child.

“Mellow said he took
[the infant] outside to his

WHITE FUNERAL HOME

: ! mNERALHOME

CREMATION ON SITE

o/|loved one]staysiin(our/care
* Only/crematory/in!Barry/or.Lawrence Counties
o/ Caring|& compassionatestaff
s/lowesticostiinlarea
WEJALS®IHAVEA\PET.CREMATORY

1'9 6fSale'Barn'Rd% €assyille!M©41%/:847:8400
Shell')kKnob—-41%:858:8400)

SkipiWhite

der truck is priced at
$1,898,598. Burke not-
ed that the city’s current
truck is 30 years old and
the lifespan of such vehi-
cles is typically 25 years.

Burke said this new
truck will allow for bet-
ter access to larger build-
ings such as businesses,
apartments and hotels.

The city will retain
the current 75 foot lad-
der truck and place it in
reserve. Both purchases
are to come out of the
2026-27 fiscal budget.

Regular City Council
Meetings are held on the
second Thursday of each
month at 6 p.m. at the
Monett School District
Board Room, with vid-
eo available on the city’s
website the following
day.

to shooting

vehicle and was pursued
by [Blizard]. He said he
put [the infant] in the
backseat of the vehi-
cle and he got into the
driver’s side. [Blizard]
went to the passenger
side and got in to pre-
vent him from leaving
with [the infant]. Mellow
said his handgun was in
the vehicle, and when
[Blizard] got in, he shot
her ‘a couple of times’ in
the head.”

Landreth said Mellow
then disclosed he went
to the passenger side of
the vehicle and opened
the door, intending to
remove [Blizard] and
leave her at the scene,
but instead took [the
infant] out of the vehi-
cle and went back inside
the apartment, where he
was later contacted by
Givens.

Landreth included
in his statement that
Mellow allegedly made
several statements that
he knew best what to
do with [Blizard] and
displayed deep distrust

of law enforcement
and Child Protective
Services. Additionally,

Mellow has a past his-
tory of violent behavior,
Landreth said.

Mellow’s criminal his-
tory online shows multi-
ple traffic and vehicular
registration infractions,
as well as charges of pos-
session of a controlled
substance, possession of
drug paraphernalia, pos-
session of marijuana, all
in Cassville, Monett and
surrounding areas.

gD/w—a/w’Wzgwd ZD/ammgy 3

... THEMOST

FOHN FUNERAL HOME
CASSVILLE, MISSOURI

417-847-2141

YOU CAN”?O FOR

@y FAMILY & FRIENDS.

4

FOHN FUNERAL HOME

McQUEEN FUNERAL HOME

www.fohnfuneralhome.com

witasd THING

MCQUEEN FUNERAL HOME
WHEATON, MISSOURI

417-652-7268
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The Christmas Choir is directed by Amanda Hull at the Monett Missouri Stake of The
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints. Contributed photo

; p
I

Laura Collinwood, of Stockton, narrated in-between each musical rendition at the
annual Christmas Concert. Contributed photo

Monett Missouri
Stake hosts
Christmas Concert

The Monett Missouri
Stake of The Church of
Jesus Christ of Latter-Day
Saints annual Christmas
Concert was held at the
Monett Stake Center on
Dec. 14, 2025. More than
600 people were in atten-
dance.

Amanda

Hull, of

Pierce City, directed the

A Help Button Should

50-member adult choir,
the 35-member children’s
choir, and the 13-member
orchestra. The members
came from the Cassville
area, Granby area,
Carthage area, Pierce City
area, Monett area, Aurora
area, Lamar area and
Stockton area, and they
held weekly practices in

Go Where You Go!

“Hello, this is
MobileHelp. How
may | assist you?”

PF-SPAD0505111658

To be truly independent, your
personal emergency device needs
to work on the go.

MobileHelp® allows you to summon emergency help 24 hours a day, 7 days
a week by simply pressing your personal help button. Unlike traditional
systems that only work inside your home, a MobileHelp medical alert system
extends help beyond the home. Now you can participate in all your favorite
activities such as gardening, taking walks, shopping and traveling all with the
peace of mind of having a personal alert system with you. MobileHelp, the
"“on-the-go” help button, is powered by one of the nation’s largest cellular
networks, so there’s virtually no limit to your help button’s range.

the Monett Stake Center
since October.

Laura Collinwood, of
Stockton, narrated in-be-
tween each musical ren-
dition, typing all to the
Savior, Jesus Christ. Not
only did the congregation
enjoy the music and narra-
tion, but they also enjoyed
the beautiful decorations.

No landline? No problem! While traditional alert systems require a landline,
with the MobileHelp system, a landline is not necessary. Whether you are
home or away from home, a simple press of your help button activates your
system, providing the central station with your information and location. Our
trained emergency operators will know who you are and where you are
located. If you're one of the millions of people that have waited for an alert
service because it didn't fit your lifestyle, or settled for a traditional system
even though it only worked in the home, then we welcome you to try
MobileHelp. Experience peace of mind in the home or on the go.

MobileHelp®

1-833-218-2787

“For alimited time - promotions available for select systems and subscription plans, please callfor specific details. Offers are valid for new customers
and for the first year of sevice and cannot be combined with any other offers. $19.95 s the monthly subscription price for a MobileHelp Classic (at
home only)system. There is a one-time $49.95 processing fee to subscribe to this plan. Equipment shown i the MobileHelp DUO (at home and on the

Unlike “stay-at-home” emergency
systems MobileHelp protects you:

Help Button will work

GET OUR SPECIAL
OFFER NOW:

+ FREE EXPEDITED SHIPPING*

" FREE ONE MONTH SERVICE*

v 50% OFF AUTO FALL DETECT*
+ plus FREE EQUIPMENT TO USE!*

-t

ol

Places where your Traditional Help

MobileHel
" Buttons

At Home v

On a Walk

On Vacation

At the Park

NENENENEN

X
x
x
x

Shopping

Vammmmm  MobileHelp Features: N

« Simple one-button

® 24/7 access to U.S.

operation based emergency

operators

* Affordable service

* GPS location detection
* Amplified 2-way voice
communication  Available Nationwide
-
) B
2023

go) system available at a higher monthly cost. Most equipment s included at no cost whil
Free one month of servce offer valc with purchase of Annual plan and includes month 13 at no additonal charge. Refer to terms and conditons for
specific details. Depending on the promotion chosen, you may receive an additional savings of $5.50 offthe $11 retail pice of Fall Detection service.
After firstyear, Fall Detect pricing reverts to discounted price of $8.25/month when combined with MobileHelp Connect Premium. Fall Detection does
ot detect 100% of fals. If able, users should push their help bution when they need assistance . Fall detection is not intended to replace a
caregiver MobileHelp is a registered trademark, patented technology. Current GPS location may not always be available in every situation on the
cellular network at lltimes. Expedited shipping offer s for Annual plans made prior to 3 PM EST Mon-Fri. Expedited shipping is standard 2-day - - no
deliveries on Saturdays/Sundays or to Hawaiior Alaska. Shipping delays may occur due to situations beyond our control.

must be returned

"ACCREDITED
BUSINESS

MHPN-01045 Rev. 1

School: Student engagement strong

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

local staff advance their
degrees.

As presented in the
November board meet-
ing, The program is in
partnership with Evangel
University to allow the
district to administer the
course to 10 people every
18 months.

“We will run them
through a master’s pro-
gram that we will teach,”
Superintendent = Mark
Drake said. “When I say
‘we’ I mean anyone with a
specialist or higher.”

Drake said through the
program, the instructors
would earn the degree
with the agreement to
work for the district for
five years after the pro-
gram completion.

The board report-
ed that it has already
received 18 applications
for the first cohort and
selected the 10 applicants
to participate.

All applicants have
been notified. Evangel
University representa-
tives visited on January

5 to meet with selected
applicants.

The selection pro-
cess included review by
the PDC Leadership
Committee, which ranked
applicants anonymous-
ly before administrators
reviewed feedback and
finalized selections.

Classes for the first
cohort will begin on Jan.
14 and will be held at the
Central Office.

The board also heard
from Student Council
(STUCO) members
about leadership oppor-
tunities for students as
well as staff. Student
council representatives
discussed attending a
District STUCO meet-
ing in Lebanon, where a
guest speaker focused on
confidence and leader-
ship. Students shared that
they were able to bring
back ideas and strategies,
especially around team
building and engagement.

STUCO also high-
lighted several service
and community-fo-

cused efforts, including
donating 23 boxes of
toys through Operation
Christmas Child, hosting
two blood drives, and sup-
porting the Golden Age
Dinner, which was shared
as a successful event.

STUCO reported
that student engagement
has remained strong
throughout the year, not-
ing events including the
Back-to-School Bash and
Spike Wars.

Students also shared
an unexpected update in
student policy reporting
that the no-phone law has
had a positive impact on
the student body, help-
ing with focus, teamwork
and participation during
school activities and lead-
ership events.

The next school
board meeting will be
held January 15. Monett
School Board meets
at 6 p.m. on the third
Thursday of each month
at Board Administrative
Meeting Room located at
the District Office.

Museum hours:

Remember our hzstory'

‘The e BEL o brmgs—local hzstory to lzfe—

Frisco Room ® Main Exhibit Hall ® Gillioz Theater replica
Event venue available for rental — 417-235-9030

Sunday; & Monday,

- closed;

\Wednesdayithrough!Saturday-r10lam|toi4,pm
422)Broadway,sMonett;yMo:
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ERIEHOME.

Erie Roofing Since 1976

Trust the Nation’s #1Roofing Contractor
Award-Winning Roofing and Customer Service

LIMITED TIME OFFER

50% OFF

Installation

FREE ESTIMATE
SCHEDULE TODAY!

Call1.888.382.2117

e SO Down Today

e Same Day Financing Available
e Premium Warranty Protection

Join over 400,000 satisfied homeowners
with an ultra-durable roof from Erie Home.

CALLTODAY!1.888.382.2117

New orders only. Does not include material costs. Cannot be combined with
any other offer. Minimum purchase required. Other restrictions may apply. This
is an advertisement placedon behalf of Erie Construction Mid-West, Inc (“Erie”).
Offer terms and conditions may apply and the offer may not be available in
your area. If you call the number provided, you consent to being contacted
by telephone, SMS text message, email, pre-recorded messages by Erie or its
affiliates and service providers using automated technologies notwithstanding
if you are on a DO NOT CALL list or register. Please review our Privacy Policy and
Terms of Use on homeservicescompliance.com. All rights reserved. License
numbers available at eriehome.com/erielicenses/
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BRGNS

A weekly hangout for the young and young at heart
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7 What did Bacon
: Q: say to Tomato?

hardworkm
of the eye? g part

JUST l}@uwmg

, e How do you make
i e atissue dance?

MIRAOR IMAGE

DRAW THE MIRROR IMAGE OF THE PICTURE YOU SEE

Which two
are exactly alike?

6 ANV € “4IMSNV

Visit us online at: https://www.cassville-democrat.com/monett-monthly/
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COMPLETE EACH GRID
WITH THESE SIX SYMBOLS.

Symbols can only appear once in each line, once in
each column and once in each box of six squares.
Each box of six squares is marked by darker lines.
Some symbols are already included in each box
to help you get started. Don't forget: a symbol
can't be repeated in the same line, column or box.
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United in Learning and Partnership

Over the past year, Monett administrators and staff have been
intentional about inviting families into our schools and creating
opportunities for parents and loved ones to be part of the learning
experience. From Grandparents and Grandfriends Day to classroom-
based reading and writing activities, our schools are finding
meaningful ways to connect with families and students.

These shared experiences strengthen relationships, support student
confidence, and help students see that learning is valued both at
school and at home. When families participate, students feel
encouraged, supported, and proud of their work.

Family involvement plays a vital role in student success. When
schools and families work together, students are more engaged,
more confident, and better prepared to grow both academically and
socially. By welcoming families into our schools, we build strong
partnerships that support students beyond the classroom.

Monett Schools will continue offering family-centered events
throughout the year and encourages parents to watch for
opportunities to join their students on campus. Our schools are
strongest when families and educators work together, and we
remain committed to creating welcoming spaces for families.

W

A Tradition

Monett Middle School students continued a cherished holiday tradition
through their annual Chain Links fundraiser, combining generosity,
leadership, and a spirit of service to support others in meaningful ways.

Led by Ms. Barker, the fundraiser invited students to bring in donations,
with 25 cents equaling one paper chain link added to the ceiling of the
campus hallways. As the days passed, the growing chain served as a visible
reminder of how small contributions can quickly add up when students
work together for a greater purpose.

Throughout the fundraiser, Student Council members collected donations
each morning in the gym, ensuring contributions were credited to the
correct grade level. While the competition added excitement, the heart of
Chain Links remained focused on helping others during the Christmas
season.

Donations helped purchase Christmas gifts for families through Crosslines,
ensuring children and families had something special to open during the
holidays. Students also supported individuals experiencing homelessness by
providing hand warmers, socks, and food. In addition, students visited Oak
Pointe Assisted Living, where they delivered socks and lotion, spent time
visiting with residents, and enjoyed a fun game of bingo together.

Through the Chain Links tradition, Monett
Middle School students were able to see
firsthand how their generosity directly
impacts others. Experiences like these
teach students the importance of empathy,
kindness, and service, values that extend ;
far beyond the classroom and reflect the
caring culture of our schools.
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« All donated toys were given to the Linn
¢ Thornton Toy Drive, helping brighten the
’| holiday season for

A Day of Music and Connection

The sounds of the season echoed throughout Monett as Monett
High School Choir students shared holiday cheer during their
annual Christmas caroling tour. Throughout their tour, students
brought joyful music and festive spirit to every stop.

The choir visited the Monett Early Childhood Center (MECC), Monett
Intermediate School (MIS), Monett Elementary School (MES),
Monett Middle School (MMS), Central Office, Cox Hospital, Monett
Residential Living Center (MRLC), and Oak Pointe. Each visit was
filled with familiar carols, smiling faces, and moments of
connection that brightened the day for students, staff, patients,
residents, and community members alike.

Between performances, the group enjoyed lunch together and
plenty of laughter, making the day just as meaningful for the
students as it was for those they visited. For many students, the
tour offered a chance to step outside the classroom and use their
talents to serve others, reinforcing the importance of kindness,
generosity, and community.

Events like this reflect the heart of Monett Schools and the role our
students play in strengthening relationships across the district and
beyond. By sharing their voices and their time, these students
helped create moments of joy that extended far beyond the music
itself.

The choir's December caroling tour brought moments of joy that
extend beyond the holidays. Through music, connection, and
compassion, our students shared experiences that will be

| remembered long after the final song was sung.
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SRT KadenceHrrs

Scott Regional Technology Center ..
hosted its Annual Toy Drive in memory |
of former student Kadence Harris, |
whose kindness and generous spirit
continue to inspire the Scott Tech
community.

Kadence was a student in the Auto &t
Technology program and was known for
her strong work ethic and passion for
helping others. She played a key role in
planning the Harris Whiskey Lamps g
Poker Run to benefit the Thornton Toy &
Drive, reflecting her desire to give back §
and bring joy to children in the
community.

local families. A
special visit from Santa added extra
cheer as toys were collected, making the
event a meaningful tribute to Kadence's
lasting legacy of service and giving.

Laverne Frasier Carlos Calderon Rachel Sullivan

Board of Education Highlights

The Board of Education received several updates highlighting student leadership, district
operations, and continued growth across the district.

Student Council (STUCO) members shared highlights from a successful semester,
including events such as the Back-to-School Bash, Homecoming Dances, Spike Wars, and
the Golden Age Dinner. Students also reported on service efforts, including donating 23
boxes through Operation Christmas Child and hosting two blood drives. This year, STUCO
expanded its impact by celebrating both staff and student birthdays for the first time,
while noting that the district's no-phone expectations have positively supported focus and
engagement.

Facilities updates included progress on the SRTC Welding Project, with ventilation work
underway and nearing completion. The Board also received updates on leadership
development, with 18 applicants for the district's first leadership cohort and 10 selected to
participate. Classes will begin later this month at the Central Office in partnership with
Evangel University, alongside continued monthly work using the EDGE leadership
framework.

Stacy Stewart

SRTC
Garret Spencer

MHS
Carolyn Stellwagen

District
Concha Cecehas

Michelle Evans

At Monett Schools, every decision is guided by
our vision to prepare students for the future.

LM
§

We are proud to grow learners, thinkers, and
leaders, together with our community.

Did you know?

Monett's Board of Education members
are volunteers who dedicate many
hours each month reviewing materials,
attending meetings, and staying
informed so they can make thoughtful
decisions for our students and schools.

monettschools.org | 417-235-7422
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