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Happy Halloween!

500 Mill St.
Cassville, MO 65625 

417-847-2100 
(Call or Text)

Terri DeGraffenreid Brattin 
agent

Kamala Harris
agency representative

We’re your Shield. 
We’re your Shelter.

THANK YOU, 
CASSVILLE
For voting Shelter Insurance as 
Best Insurance Company and 

Terri Lynn Degraffenreid Brattin 
as Best Insurance Agent!
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Thank you to all of you from all of us for voting Thank you to all of you from all of us for voting 
Mike Clifton, of Mike’s Auto Care, Best MechanicMike Clifton, of Mike’s Auto Care, Best Mechanic

Award-Winning Auto CareAward-Winning Auto Care

Hwy. 37 at 
Farm Road 

2160 Cassville 
(by the airport)

We do 
everything 
from A to Z
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The RibThe Rib
497 State Hwy 76, Cassville • 417-847-3600 

Hours: Wed-Sat, 4-9 p.m., Lounge, 3-10 p.m.

Appetizers • Entrees • Sides • BBQAppetizers • Entrees • Sides • BBQ
Kids Menu • Steaks • Drink SpecialsKids Menu • Steaks • Drink Specials

— Locally Owned Fine Dining —— Locally Owned Fine Dining —

Thank you for voting The Rib forThank you for voting The Rib for
BEST STEAK DINNER!BEST STEAK DINNER!
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Stillings Builders continues 
legacy of local craftsmanship

Dale Stillings, Jr., owner of Stillings Builders, works on a frame in his shop. 
Contributed photo

BY KYLE TROUTMAN
ktroutman@cassville-democrat.com

For more than half a century, Stillings 
Builders, LLC has been part of the con-
struction landscape in Barry County, and 
the company’s commitment to quality 
and customer service may be one factor 
contributing to Stillings Builders winning 
four Best of Cassville awards this year.

Legacy Owner Dale Stillings Jr., known 
simply as Junior, said he began in the 
construction business long before he took 
the reins of the family business.

“My dad, Dale Stillings, started Stillings 
Builders in 1972 with one brother in Ava, 
and then years later another brother start-
ed Stillings Builders in Salina, Kan.”

Stillings said the family moved into 
the Cassville area in the late 1970s, and 

construction quickly became a part of his 
childhood.

“Dad had his birthday 80th birthday 
last year, and one of my cousins was ask-
ing when I started,” Stillings said. “I was 
probably 7 or 8, or so. I remember build-
ing in Eagle Rock way back in the 70s. I 
wasn’t old enough to carry a full bundle 
of shingles up on the roof. I was 9 or 10, 
so I would break the bundle into thirds. I 
made three times the trips that everybody 
else would make up the roof to carry shin-
gles at 10 years old.”

Over time, Stillings grew from a young 
helper into the next generation of lead-
ership in the business, eventually taking 
over in 2006.

“In 2005 I had lived in Iowa for 13 
years,” he said. “Dad was talking about 
retiring, so I came back in 2005, and by 
2006, he handed it over to me. Ever since 
then, almost 20 years later, I’ve been 
doing it and then we have grown.”

Stillings said his company today offers 
a wide range of services throughout the 
region.

“Over the last four years maybe, I have 
purchased concrete forms,” he said. “I can 
do my own basement walls. I can do stem 
walls of a house or a crawlspace founda-
tion. In the same time frame, I bought 
rolloff bins and I use my own rolloffs for 
dumpster services for my jobs. We also 
do framing and remodeling — we do so 
many remodels. I did two remodels for 
Security Bank, the Cassville remodel and 
the Wheaton branch.”

Stillings said recent work has included 
a major renovation for a local clinic and 
an array of other construction tasks.

“I’m just finishing a nice big remodel 
for Herrin Animal Hospital here in town, 
but we do start-to-finish, ground-up, new 
construction, remodels, decks and roofs, 
of course.”

Stillings said his early start shaped the 
experience he brings to each project.

“In summertime as a kid, I went and 
had fun after work,” he said. “I worked all 
week and the summer, on Saturdays and 
Sundays, whatever dad needed me to do. 
So for me, it’s all hands-on experience.”

Even before taking over the business, 
Stillings said construction had already 
become second nature.

“If I worked at a factory, I always did 
jobs on the side,” he said. “I’ve done other 
jobs, and then people say, ‘Hey, can you 
build a deck?’ Yeah, I can build that for 
you. I could do a room add on or remodel 
your bathroom or your kitchen.”

As for favorite projects, Stillings said 
both remodels and new construction hold 
appeal.

“Personally, remodels are fun, but I 
like new construction with a little chal-
lenge,” he said. “I like remodels because 
my goal is to make it look like it’s always 
been part of the original building or orig-
inal house.”

Stillings said community members 
often affirm the success of that goal.

“I like to get the remodel finished and it 
looks like it’s been there,” he said. “I hear 
that all the time for remodeling from peo-
ple driving by, that they can’t can hardly 
tell. I do enjoy doing that. It’s almost like 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

ON THE COVER: Stillings Builders 
builds a frame for a structure in the 

area. The company has been in 
business for more than 50 years.

Stillings Builders can build homes from the ground up, including framing, roofing and more. 
Contributed photo
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You know Ken’s 
Collisoin as The Area’s 
Finest Collisoin Repair 
and Glass Facility, but 
Ken’s does more than 

you know!
Alignments • Headliners 

Bedliners • Towing
We make sure your car 
is fixed right, to Factory 
Specifications with the 
right parts, by highly 
trained technicians.

We are Humbled by 
and Appreciative of 

your support!

712 W. 10th St., Cassville | 417-847-1200 | www.kenscollisioncenter.com

Best Collision Repair
Best Auto Glass

900 Main St, Cassville • 417-847-0470

Cassville’s Best BBQ and Best Burger!

Thank you for voting Johnson Thank you for voting Johnson 
Chiropractic Sports & Wellness ClinicChiropractic Sports & Wellness Clinic

Best ChiropractorBest Chiropractor

907 Main St, Cassville907 Main St, Cassville

(417) 847-0388(417) 847-0388
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Thank you for voting us Cassville’s
Best JewelryThank you, Cassville!

Best Veterinarian/
Animal Clinic

93 Smithson Dr, Cassville
(417) 847-5888

Thank you, Cassville

BEST COFFEE
1313 Main St, 
Cassville, MO 

(417) 772-3114

Clint's Plumbing & Repair
Call us for service in Cassville and the surrounding area!
Drain cleaning | Sewer Jetting | Sewer Camera Inspections

417-671-1877

Thank you to readers of the Cassville 
Democrat for choosing me as “Best Plumber.”

Thank you to readers of the Cassville Democrat for voting usThank you to readers of the Cassville Democrat for voting us

“Best Asian Food"“Best Asian Food"

491 State Highway 76, Cassville, MO491 State Highway 76, Cassville, MO  

(417) 847-5808(417) 847-5808
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Thank you, Cassville!

811 Main St, Cassville
417-737-9643

Thank you for voting AireServ...
Best Heating & A/C Service

Residential and commercial heating and air service
From repair and replacement to air quality 

and water heaters...

AireServ 
...has you covered

417-847-4372

Scott's Taxidermy Studio 
Best Taxidermist

(417) 312-5955 • scottstaxidermystudio@gmail.com
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AUTOMOTIVE
Auto Body/Collision_________________________________________Ken’s Collision Center
Auto Glass_________________________________________________Ken’s Collision Center
Auto Repair Shop_______________________________________________Fulp Automotive
Car Dealership________________________________________________Valley View Motors
Oil Change_______________________________________________Flat Creek X-Press Lube
Tire Center_________________________________________________________Grande Tire

BEAUTY & HEALTH
Barber Shop_______________________________________________Awesome Barbershop
Hair Salon______________________________________________Xpressions Beauty Studio
Nail Stylist______________________________________________Xpressions Beauty Studio
Fitness  Center/Gym__________________________________________________EBI Fitness

DINING
Asian Restaurant________________________________________________Oriental House
Barbecue___________________________________________________________BBQ Station
Breakfast_______________________________________________Sunrise Family Restaurant
Burger_____________________________________________________________BBQ Station
Coffee_____________________________________________________Sunshine Coffeehouse
Desserts________________________________________________________________Geraldi’s
Doughnuts___________________________________________________________7Day Donuts
Family Restaurant_______________________________________Sunrise Family Restaurant
Fast Food__________________________________________________________________Sonic
Food Truck___________________________________________________King Bubba’s Cafe
Ice Cream____________________________________________________Wildcat Ice Cream
Italian_________________________________________________________________Geraldi’s
Mexican_____________________________________________________________El Mariachi
Pizza__________________________________________________________________Geraldi’s
Seafood___________________________________________________________Captain Jack’s

BestBest
Of

CassvilleCassville
WINNERS
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Steak Dinner________________________________________________The Rib Steak House
FINANCE

Accountant__________________________________________________Angel Shorter & Co.
Auto Loans____________________________________Security Bank of Southwest Missouri
Bank__________________________________________Security Bank of Southwest Missouri
General Loans_________________________________Security Bank of Southwest Missouri
Mortgage Lender_______________________________Security Bank of Southwest Missouri

HEALTH
Dental Office______________________________________________________Spears Dental
Home Health Care______________________________Amazing Grace Home Health Care
Natural Products______________________________________Backroad Herbal Remedies
Physical Therapy_________________________________________Mercy Hospital Cassville

HOME & SERVICES
Funeral Home_______________________________________________Fohn Funeral Home
Hardware Store_______________________________________________Michael’s Hardware
Heating & A/C Service___________________________________Aire Serv of SW Missouri
Home Builder__________________________________________________Stillings Builders
Home Repair/Remodeling________________________________________Stillings Builders
Insurance Agent________________Terri Lynn Degraffenreid Brattin, Shelter Insurance 
Insurance Company____________________________________________Shelter Insurance
Insurance Company_________________________Farmers Insurance, Frank Noto Agency
Law Firm________________________________The Law Office of J. Michael Riehn, P.C.
Law Firm_______________________________________________________Moxie Litigation
Lawn Care/Landscaper_______________________________________Chasteen’s Lawncare
Nursery/Garden Center____________________________________________Harvick Farms
Painting Company_________________________Super C  Media Blasting and Powder Coating
Pest Control__________________________________________________Wright Pest Control
Plumbing Company___________________________________Clint’s Plumbing and Repair
Print Shop________________________________________________________Sign & Dandy
Real Estate Agent_____________________________________________Scott & Amy Greek
Residential Care/Hospice Provider_________________Amazing Grace Home Health Care
Roofing Company__________________________________________Stillings Builders, LLC
Siding/Windows____________________________________________Stillings Builders, LLC
Veterinarian/Clinic________________________________________Herrin Animal Hospital

PEOPLE & PLACES
Attorney___________________________Michael Riehn, Law Office of J. Michael Riehn, P.C.
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Bank Teller____________________Martha Terry, Security Bank of Southwest Missouri
Best Customer Service_________________________Security Bank of Southwest Missouri
Child Care_______________________________________Tiny Blessings Childcare Center
Chiropractor_______________________Johnson Chiropractic Sports & Wellness Clinic
Dentist___________________________________________________Four States Dental Care
Family Doctor______________________________Dr. Lyman Wostrel, Free Market Physician
Funeral Director_________________________________Todd McCoy, Fohn Funeral Home
Hair Stylist________________________________________________Tori Phillips, Salon 604
Massage Therapist__________________________Amanda Younger, Evanly Touch Massage
Mechanic__________________________________________Mike Clifton, Mike’s Auto Care
Non-Profit Organization______________________________Cassville Fireighters Auxiliary
Optometrist____________________________________Dr. John Bowman, Monett Walmart
Pediatrician____________________________Elizabeth Cornelius, Mercy Hospital Cassville
Person of the Year___________________________Derek Acheson, Cassville Fire Chief
Pharmacist_____________________________________Logan Whitley, Whitley Pharmacy
Place to Work___________________________________Security Bank of Southwest Missouri
Place to Worship_______________________________________Mercy and Grace Fellowship
Preacher__________________________________Wyatt Clevenger, Grace Baptist Church
Tattoo Artist__________________________________________________Dustin Golightly
Taxidermist_________________________________________________Scott’s Taxidermy
Teacher________________________________________Karla Payton, Exeter Elementary

RETAIL & SHOPPING
Consignment Shop_________________________________________My Best Friends Closet
Convenience Store_______________________________________________________Casey’s
Discount Store______________________________________________Two Sisters Dusty Attic
Farm/Feed Center_________________________________________________Tractor Supply
Flea Market________________________________________________Two Sisters Dusty Attic

We appreciate your support!
WINNER: 

Best Date Night
Mini Golf | Axe Throwing | Batting 

Cages | General Store | Concessions

16007 State Hwy 76, Cassville 
(417) 846-8954

Reopening in March

Voted Best Tire Service!

1300 Old Hwy 37, Cassville • (417) 847-2934
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Best Flea Market 
& Best Discount Store

109 W 8th Street, Cassville
(417) 847-0660

Scott & Amy Greek
BEST REAL ESTATE AGENT

Licensed Real Estate Agents in Missouri & Arkansas 
ready to help with all your buying and selling needs!

(479) 899-3300 
scottamygreek83@gmail.com

Congratulations to all this year’s Best of Cassville winners!Congratulations to all this year’s Best of Cassville winners!

Florist____________________________________________________Carey’s Cassville Florist
Grocery Store___________________________________________________King Food Saver
Paint Store__________________________________________________Michael’s Hardware
Pawn Shop_________________________________________________Turner Gun & Pawn
Pet Needs________________________________________________________Tractor Supply
Thrift Store_______________________________________________________SWMO Thrift
Women’s Clothing________________________________________The Pink Zebra Boutique

FUN/ENTERTAINMENT
Campground_____________________________________________Roaring River State Park
Children’s Activity______________________Touch-a-Truck — Community Care Coalition
Community Event_____________________________________The Depot Exeter Auto Show
Date Night______________________________________________Zone 4 Mini Golf & More
Event Venue_______________________________Crowder Cassville Community Building
Family Activity____________________________________Cassville Community Christmas 
Watersports Retailer____________________________________On The Water Powersports
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flipping a house.”
Stillings also enjoys tackling structural 

issues when older homes require more 
than a cosmetic fix.

“Sometimes, you start a remodel and a 
house has been neglected for a little while 
and you get rotten floor joists or termite 
damage,” he said. “I enjoy tearing out the 
floor and jacking it up and getting it back 
to level. I enjoy making people’s houses 
correct, and they don’t have to worry 
about it for the next 20-30 years if they 
hand it down to their kids.”

The business is supported by a small, 
but skilled crew, Stillings said.

“I have one young man, Dustin Moore, 
who came out of high school to me 11 years 
ago and has been with me ever since,” he 
said. “I have Ignacio Perez he does a good 
part of my remodeling, and he runs the 
remodeling crew and takes care of that. I 
have Victor Marino, and he runs the con-
crete division, and then I pretty much do 
my rolloffs when I have time.”

The office operation remains simple.
“As far as office staff, it’s me, and my 

wife helps me in office work, but I do all 
my own paperwork and bidding and esti-
mating,” he said.

Like many builders, Stillings has faced 
challenges in recent years, including ris-
ing costs and complicated remodels.

“You can only give an estimate 
that’s good for 10-20 days because of 
costs changing so fast,” he said. “COVID 
was difficult, but nobody told me no.’ 
Everybody told me to continue. Nobody 
said stop because the price of lumber has 
raised too much. We just offset the cost 
and do what we could.”

Looking ahead, Stillings said he intends 
to keep building, growing and expanding.

“Well, at my age, I’m gonna keep 
going,” he said. “I’m 58, so I’ve got several 
years. I’m going to keep growing and may 
expand a little bit west of Joplin. I don’t 
ever want to give up because my dad 
started this, and I’ve done nothing but try 
to grow from what he started in the early 
1970s.”

Stillings said customer satisfaction 
remains central to the work, a factor 
reflected in the awards his business has 
received.

“My customers are fantastic,” he said. 
“You know you don’t get the perfect cus-
tomer every time, but I’ve bend over back-
wards to make them happy. In the end, if 

they can give me as a referral, I can keep 
them happy and future customers hap-
py from their word — word-of-mouth is 
everything.”

That word-of-mouth is a contributor to 
Stillings’ awards this year, which include 
Best Home Builder, Best Home Repair/
Remodeling, Best Roofing Company and 
Best Siding/Windows. Stillings said the 
company’s goal remains consistent across 
all projects.

“I do everything in my power to keep 
people happy, just doing the best quality 
I can and keeping it top-notch,” he said.

His father’s influence and the fam-
ily’s construction background, Stillings 
said, still form the foundation of Stillings 
Builders.

“It’s just been in my blood ever since 
I was a little boy,” he said. “Dad gets out 
and helps me if I need help or advice. He’s 
the big starter of it all.”

Through decades of work, Stillings said 
he has had a hand in numerous local com-
mercial and residential projects.

“Some of them I helped with in high 
school, like all the Mercy Clinics and Barry 
County Health and Rehab, and the Red 
Rose Inn and apartments on First Street,” 

he said. “I built Mineral Springs Baptist 
Church and numerous apartments in 
Mount Vernon and in Springfield.”

Through all the projects and new con-
struction, Stillings said community ties 
remain paramount.

“We try to help people and sponsor 
things, and we try to keep it local on mate-
rials if I can,” he said.

For more information on Stillings 
Builders, people may reach Stillings at 
417-342-2935.

Stillings: Builders won four total Best of Cassville awards this year   
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4

Serving up the 
BEST SEAFOOD 

in Cassville!

401 Main St., Cassville 
(417) 814-1919

Dustin Golightly

1827 Main Street, Cassville
(417) 393-6213

Cassville’s Best 
Tattoo Artist

Dale Stillings, Jr., left, is pictured with his 
father, Dale Stillings, who started Stillings 
Builders more than 50 years agho. Kyle 
Troutman/ktroutman@cassville-democrat.com

0l«urlo GJt{)M 
for selecting us 

People's Choice Florist 
twelve years in a row! 
c!Je Uu au1t, MMli, & Jelwe I 
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BEST LAW FIRM

The Law Office of J. Michael Riehn, P.C.
104 W 7th St, Cassville, MO

(417) 847-1339

Thank yo
u for 

voting Valley
 

View
 Motors 

as B
est

 Car 

Dealers
hip!

Thank you for making us a winner!

— Best Pharmacist, Logan Whitley

Moxie Litigation Attorneys at Law, LLC
417-342-6510 • www.moxielitigation.com
25376 St. Hwy. 39, Ste. 207, Shell Knob, Mo.

Thank you for voting Moxie Litigation 

Best Law Firm!
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Thank You To All Who Thank You To All Who 
Voted Us “Best Funeral Home” And Voted Us “Best Funeral Home” And 

Todd McCoy “Best Funeral Director”Todd McCoy “Best Funeral Director”

Fohn Funeral HomeFohn Funeral Home
1303 Main St., Cassville1303 Main St., Cassville

417-847-2141417-847-2141

McQueen Funeral HomeMcQueen Funeral Home
524 Hurlbut St., Wheaton524 Hurlbut St., Wheaton

417-652-7268417-652-7268

www.fohnfuneralhome.comwww.fohnfuneralhome.com

AgentsAgents
Scott & Amy Greek
479-330-2033 — 479-899-3300
Laurie Ewbank
417-342-5936
Rachael Bishop
417-342-1358

Cindy Carr, Team Leader 
417-847-7514

112 West 7th Street
Cassville, MO 65625

Best 

Real Estate 

Company

99 State Highway 37, Cassville • 417) 342-252099 State Highway 37, Cassville • 417) 342-2520

Voted Cassville’sVoted Cassville’s

BEST FITNESS BEST FITNESS 
CENTER/GYMCENTER/GYM

Voted Cassville’s 
Best Insurance 

Company
Frank Noto Agency

101 Main St #3, Cassville • (417) 665-0555
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Open 7 Days a Week fOr
yOur COnvenienCe

186 Sale Barn Rd.,Cassville,MO
417-847-3000

michael@michaelshardware.net

2021-2022 CHS Cheer & Stunt Team
Team Members include:

Back row left to right: Samantha Sparkman,Wyatt Cochran, Bradan
Dickinson,Austin Rattigan, Isabella Dunbar.

3rd row: Lexie Sanders, Lexi Yockey, Jonah Meshell, Hailey Turben.
2nd row:Gracen Hilburn, Jillian LeCompte, Hailey Roberts.

Front row:Makenna Hagins and Madison Barnes
Not pictured: Christian Tidwell • Photo Provided by: Sponsor Whitney Wenzel

Thank you for voting Michael’s as
BEST HARDWARE STORE 

& BEST PAINT STORE
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Thank You
To the Cassville Democrat readers for voting us the Best in:

Security Bank — Best BankSecurity Bank — Best Bank
Security Bank — Best Auto LoansSecurity Bank — Best Auto Loans

Security Bank — Best General LoansSecurity Bank — Best General Loans
Security Bank — Best Mortgage LenderSecurity Bank — Best Mortgage Lender
Security Bank — Best Customer ServiceSecurity Bank — Best Customer Service

Security Bank — Best Place to Work Security Bank — Best Place to Work 
Security Bank — Best Bank Teller, Martha TerrySecurity Bank — Best Bank Teller, Martha Terry

www.sbswmo.comwww.sbswmo.com
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